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PUGS PLUGGED ELECTRONICALLY 





Get Your Discomfort Index 


Albany, May 26. 

A Discomfort Index, predicting the amount expected each day 
during the summer and to be issued starting June 15 by the 
Weather Bureau in Albany and other key cities, “should be use- 
ful to managers of hotels, film houses, office buildings and the like, 
who can judge air conditioning requirements.” So Ernest C. 
Johnson, meterologist in charge at Albany, commented. 

Long unhappy over the public’s failure to understand the real 
Meaning of “relative humidity," the Weather Bureau will com- 
bine the temperature and moisture factors into a single value 

Bureau has four categories of Discomfort: generally comfort- 
able, less than 70; moderately uncomfortable, 70-74; uncomfort- 
able, 75-80; oppressive, over 80. 


Yanks Fear Moscow Film Festival 
Booby-Trapped for Red Propaganda 


The upcoming international film+ 
festival in Moscow, Aug. 3-17, is 

ving the American film indus- 
ry a headache. Extent of the 
. 8. participation at the fest is 
gtrictly confused. 

According to the Motion Picture 
Export Assn., each individual com- 
any will have to decide whether 
Pe go to Moscow or not since the 
International Federation merely 
recognized the competition and did 
not recommend it. There appears, 
for the moment, to be no question 
of “industry” participation as such, 
though insiders say that if the 
Yanks go in at all, it'll certainly 
be as a “unit 

canning ‘the Moscow festival 
oses a diplomatic problem as well. 
he reason why the Americans on 
the Federation Council abstained 
from voting on the Moscow fest 
Was that they didn't know the of-;==" 


ficial Washington attitude towards | 
Tus atte as usal—tamnt| Bars At Bolshoi 
On the one hand, the Govern- | 
Ment appears eager to implement 
By Eugene Castle 
Ire Toronto Panel 


the terms of the cultural exchange 
Toronto, May 26 


agreement with the Soviets, and 
n this spirit participation at the 
JAZL SUCCEEDS ORGAN | .2"S.39%plisse™s Sat 
E s re Ish 
IN METHODIST CHAPEL ait ioe Meme, 2 OME tae 


foscow event certainly would ap- 
sion Pp anel program, “Fighting 























Russian Humor 

Among the U. S. person: ali- 
ties at Cannes who were urged 
to come to the Moscow festival 
was Martha Hyer. In conver- 
sation with one of the Rus- 
sians she said she’’ love to 
come, but who wou.c pay the 
trip from N. Y.? The Russian 
said Moscow's rules didn’t pro- 
vide for plane tickets and Miss 
Hyer pointed to the expenses. 

“What kind of car do you 
drive?” the Soviet rep asked. 
“A Lincoln Continental,” re- 
plied Miss Hyer. “Well then, 
that’s simple,” laughed the 
Russien. “Just take the four 
wheels off and sell them and 
you'll have your plane fare to 
Moscow % 








pear to be desirable. On the other 
1ued on page 77) 
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. : Dallas, May 26. Words.” completely lived up to its 
Ed Summerlin, a young Denton, | title when a guest speaker from 
Tex., composer, will premiere his | Manhattan, Eugene W. Castle, 
hew creation—jazz music for &/ called the company a “$12,000,000 | 
Protestant worship service—at 10}| propaganda weapon” which trav- 
a.m. tomorrow (Wed.) at the /ejjed under heavy Communist Par- 


Southern 
Chapel. | 
The religious syncopation, played 


lethodist U.’s Perkins ‘ty control. 


Castle argued that the western 


; ;democracies should treat the So- 
by a nine-man combo, will take the viets “coldly, correctly and coura- 
role usualiy carried by an organ in | geously and advertise them as little 


church as possible.” 

Summerlin is both a_ student, Facing three Canadian panelists, 
working for a Ph.D in composition, | author Morley Callaghan, lawyer 
and a teacher of music at North | E. B. Jolliffe and Stratford Shakes- 
Texas State College. His new com-|peare Festival associate director 
position was commissioned by | Douglas Campbell, the American 
SMU'’s Perkins School of Theology. | retorted to a jab that he was in- 

Summerlin has great faith in| tolerant: “I plead guilty to having 

Continued on page 16) \ (Continued on page 79) 





| BOUT rPONOMICS. Consumers Union to Test Hi-Fi, Stereo 


By HY HOLLINGER 


The new era in electronic com- | 
| munication, particularly 
| circuit television, is revolutionizing 
| the boxing industry. Future eco- 
| nomics will be similar to the film 
| business, according to Irving B 
Kahn, president of TelePrompter 
Corp. As he sees it, closed-tv firms 
such as TelePrompter, will become 


the dominant factor in the promo- | 


tion of all big boxing bouts. 

Just as a major film company 
assembles a package and assigns a 
producer to execute it or finances 
a package that is put together by 
an independent producer, so would 
an electronics firm arrange a box- 
ing match, Kahn notes. He pointed 
out that the electronics company, 
under certain circumstances, (1) 
would sign up the fighters by pro- 
viding the guarantee to each of the 


moter to stage the match or (2 
on page 77 


(Continued 


Bill in Senate 
~ Aimed at Nix Of 





Swindle Sheets 


Washington, May 26 

Cabaret operators have been try- 
| ing to catch Congress’ attention on 
their tax problems. Now they've 
| Bot it—but the wrong way. 

Five Democratic Senators joined 
in proposing a bill which would 
virtually wipe out niteries’ expense 
| account trade. Specifically, the bill 
would nullify tax deductions for 
cabaret or theatre entertaining. It 
would also eliminate tax deduc- 
| tions for sporting events, business 
gifts, maintenance of yachts and 
hunting lodges, country club dues 


(C anon on aes te 77) 


MINOR LEAGLe TRYING 
TICKETS 9N CREDIT 


Minneapolis, May 26. 

In a desperate effort to stimu- 
late brutally poor attendance, the 
winning Minneapolis American As- 
sociation baseball club, hurt badly 
the past two seasons by daylight 
Saving time, has launched a tick- 
ets on credit selling plan. 

Arrangements were completed 
with a local bank to allow fans to 
charge their tickets. On the first 
of the month the bank will send 
the purchaser his bill. A separate 
window at the stadium has been 


set up for the chargers who also 
can buy the tickets on credit at the 
| downtown ticket office. 


closed- | 


opponents and would assign a pro- | 





Wynn on Tempus Fusit | 
Washington, May 26. 

Ed Wynn ran into Brooks 
Atkiuson recently, 

“You haven't changed in 
appearance in 40 years,” the 
N.Y. Times man told Wynn, 

“Then,” said Wynn, “I must 
have been the oldest looking 
man in his 30s that ever 
lived!” 








Buff in Huff As 
Nesro Is Shunted 
Off TV Program 


Buffalo, May 26 

With irate viewers swamping the 
switchboard of WGR-TV, Buffalo, 
Negro Clayton Johnson, Toronto 
collegiate visitor, was ordered off 
the floor on Dance Party by Pat Fa- 
gan, emcee, when formef was part- 
nered by Patty Banks, a white girl. 
Johnston was one of 48 Toronto 
high school youths who traveled 
to Buffalo with two chaperones to 
participate in a program which ap- 
pears Saturdays from noon to 2 
p.m 

Negro student's father, Leonard 
Johnston, sleeping car attendant, 
will ask the union of Canadian 
Pacific Railways (Toronto Division) 
of the Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Car Porters to protest the Buffalo 

(Continued on page 70) 


HECHT-HILL-LANCASTER 
MAY GO OWN WAYS 


There are strong indications that 
the Hecht-Hill-Lancaster produc- 
tion outfit is breaking up. Outfit 
taking in Harold Hecht, James Hill 
and Burt Lancaster, has _ been 
among the most successful—and 
prolific—independents in the Unit- 
ed Artists stable. 

Only H-H-L film now in pre para- 
tion and committed to UA is “The 
Way West,” which is a big budg- 
eted outdoor drama. Hecht now is 
producing on his own, and so is 
Lancaster. There’s said to have 
been friction among the two for 
some time 

According to one man close to 
the situation, “the boys” have 
been drifting apart for some time 
They hit it big with “Trapeze” and 
had a recent hit in “Separate 





Tables.” Their one resounding 
failure was “Sweet Smell of Suc- 
cess which costarred Lancaster 
and Tony Curtis. Outfit produced 


a number of other pictures for UA 


release 


NOW ‘GEARED’ \P Gear Before Invited Jurors June 17 


Consumer's Union Reports has 


; Stirred up a furore in the equip- 
ment trade, and its press, by “eval- 
| uating” hi-fi and stereo gear. Re- 
| sultantly the consumer's service 
has itself been criticized, one sheet 
| ‘ : 

|eracking “the technician wore @ 
white jacket long enough to be 
| photographed.” 

| Angered by the charge that the 
CU tests were not scientific, Dex 
ter Masters, the director-editor, is 
|organizing a “come-and-see-us-test- 
your-gear-right-b e for e-your-eyes” 
| junket from Times Square to Mt. 
| Vernon on June 17. It will be an 
all-courtesy trip, special bus, lunch- 
eon and refreshments provided by 
CU for manufacturers, sound en- 
gineers, admen, disk critics, hi-fi 
pundits and others. At least 50 are 
expected. As far as known nothing 
like a trial run of hi-fi and stereo 
equipment under non-commercial 
auspices has ever before been 
attempted. 

Masters’ burn-up stems from 
Consumer's Unien spending $60,- 
000 creating a special sound labora- 
tory before making the tests upon 
which its evaluations, as published, 
were based 


TARZAN GETS HAIRCUT; 
‘ADULT JUNGLE’ FILMS 


Tarzan has been in a successful 
rut—-but still a rut—and as a result 
some changes have been made. He 
now has gotten a haircut, speaks 
perfect English—not jungle grunts 
—and sex enters his life 

The new Tarzan, played by Gor- 
don Scott, was explained by Sy 
Weintraub, producer of “Tarzan’s 
Greatest Adventure” in New York 
this week 
be a happy 


The happy format can 


one for just so long, notes Wein- 
traub. Look what happened to 
Jackie Gleason and Milton Berle, 
he suggesis. In any event Wein- 
traub updated the Edgar Rice Bur- 
roughs character in a manner 
which he feels makes for an “adult 
Tarzan which is taken to mean 
it's no longer a subject just for the 
kids 


Weintraub reported his pictury 
was shot in Kenya and at least in 
this on it's unique, being 
entry lensed in the 


respect 
' 
I 


the onl arzan 


location \ Tarzan lived in fice 
tion. All others were done on back- 
lots, he says 

This location shooting gives the 
actors a greater sense of participa- 
tion, the produce: related, and as 


a result of this experience “all 
pictures I do in the future which 
call for location will be done on 
location.” 
Paramount is releasing the new 
Tarzan adventure and has a part 
, of the ownership. 
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industries Dependent on Copyright 


Top All But Autos and Railreads oy: »., 


neton, May 26. 

U.S. £ right Office estimates 
that es based on and ex- 
I table materials 
¢ to the national 
income banking, mining or 
the elect: and s utilities—and 
only sli Liv than the auto 

Office the t of its monu- 
mental copyrig! tudies, figured | 
that in 1954 ne apers, motion 
pictures, records and other “copy- 
right ij es’ accounted for $6.1 
I I it of a total $299.7 billion 
natio 

I yn by Copyright 
Offi € W. M Blaisdell 
was based on such factors as com- 
per tion to workers, Interest pay- 
ments, rent profits of the in- 

Newspaper publishing led the 
list of copyright industries with an 
estimated $1.550.000.000 contribu- 
tion to the national inceme. Motion 
pictures was second with $917,000,- 
000 and advertising third with 
$716,000,000 

Others included: periodical pub- 
lishing, $576,000,000; radio and tv, 
$533,000,090; book publishing, 


$390,000,000; commercial printing; 
$246,000,000; jukebox-coin machine 
operations, $242.000,000; legit thea- 
tres, $109,000,000; record manufac- 
turing, $64,000,000; bands, orches- 
tras and entertainers, $58,000,000; 
and music stores, $22,000,000. 

The study also provides a break- 
down of payments made by various 
copyright industries for purchase 
or lease of copyrightable materials. 
Motion picture industry paid out 
$350,000,000, including wages to 
creative employes; book publishers, 
$56,400,000; theatrical producers, 
$16,900, 000; broadcasters, $20,000,- 
000; and music publishers, $2,000,- 
000. 


25 Years on ‘Daily Variety, 
Hellman Belatedly Finds 





Friends Will Tell Him 


Hollywood, May 26. 


Nearly 250 of Hollywood's net- 
work and agency colony, press-| 
agents and newspapermen, pack- 
agers and talent paid tribute to 
DAILY VARIETY radio-tv columnist 
Jack Hellman on his 25th anniver- 
sary with the publication. The 


Salute took the form of a private 
Stag luncheon at the Brown Derby, 
marking the first time the restau- 
rant’s main dining room has been 


closed to the public in 32 years. 
The luncheon also honored pa- 
per’s new editor, Tom Pryor, but 
the Friar's-styled rib session cen- 
tred its fire on Hellman. Affair 
was arranged by the Hollywood 
Executive Club, was chaired by | 
NBC v.p. John West, with Art 
Linkletter as emcee and a roster 


of speakers topped by Hal Kanter, 
writer-producer who keyed the 
tribute with a succession of sock 
one-liners, 
Kanter opened with the observa- 
(Continued on page 79) 








+ 
Italos & Amore 
Frankfurt, May 26 
| Vhat's an Italian song with- 
out “love”? It’s as unlikely as 
an Italian restaurant without 
spaghetti. 
Making fun of the Italian 
preference for sechmaltz, a 
| Vest German newspaper has 
compiled a study of the 11 
songs presented at the recent 
San Remo Record Festival 
| Here are the love-word sta- 
tistics for any would-be Ital- 
| jan compose! 
Love—44 times in the 11 
| songs. 
Heart—11 times. 
| You, your, yours—66 tim¢ 
Dre: 11 times 
| For my entire life—13 t 
| Kiss—19 times 
| Only one composition man- 
| ged to omit the word “love” 
entirely. 








20th Exchanges 
All to Distrip 
Video Prints 


Decision of 20th-Fox to open it 


Branches to television film dis- 
| tributors extends not only to Eu- 
rope but worldwide. Spyros P 


| Skouras, 20th prez, feels that the 
|future points in the tv direction 
and that his company might as 
well be ready for it. 

David Raphael, who's slated to 


head up the new 20th operation in 
| Europe, arrived in N. Y. this week 
for consultations with Skouras and 
r clear definition of his functions 
| Considered an expert on Europe 
| Raphael worked out of 20th’s Paris 
sales supervisory office until re- 
cently when it was abolished. 

20th itself, of course, has a large 
number of tv film series both made 
and in the works. It'll make then 
available to foreign tv stations via 
its own facilities. Plan is to open 
these facilities to any American 
syndicator who wants to service 
the rapidly growing foreign tv 
mart. 

Reasoning here is that, if ty 
abroad keeps growing—and inevit- 
ably biting into the theatre take— 
it’s wise to cash in at both ends 
and to get in on the groundfloor of 
expanding tv, particularly in Eu- 
rope. Eventually, this may also in- 
clude production. 

20th for a while tried to peddle 
its U. S. tv series to foreign thea- 
tres, ‘but without much success 
This, too, may be in for a new 
push under the new setup. In any 
case, Skouras feels that the growth 
| of international tv is inevitable and 
| ae 20th may as well be a part of 
2 
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SET UP PANAMA DRAMA DEPT. 


U.S. State Grant Covers McMullan 


and Salzer Visits 
Tr s joir 
pe le l 
I 2 US. S 1) grant t 
: J i Ss to 
Sts a C a aep nent 
e} 
} I n 
d «¢ t < sets up 
n uc ‘ d_ stage 
f \ Ame will be 
e ir as re 
ilt of f 
Salz milar 
rk ( 


Black and White School 
Exploiteer Via Warners; 
Wm. Rowland Producing 


AT 


H od lay 

Distributi leal for Wa ar? 
Br to | \ll God's ii- 
al a s racial wen 
r on a e cases, has 
be ] 1 t producer 
Willi Rowland will make 
I F co-prod ith Robert 

Yamin's All God's ¢ 1 Co 
Bi t dd at $ plans call 
or f to have ecial benefit 
openings in all ci oss nation, 
ia tie-ups betwe heatre man- 
: 4 f efs, with pro- 
to go tol e Pension Fund 
n each t I S ripted un- 
ler supervision of \ vriter A. B 
Guthrie Jr., ar is directed by 

Richard Bare 


LULL IN BOOK BUYS; 
PRODUCERS CAUTIOUS 


lit 


Buying of literary properties by 
film companies so far this year 
has hit the lover ebb in many 
vears. Prediction is that the pub- 
lishers’ fall publication lists in 
1959 will see producers in hot pur- 


suit of likely screen possibilities 





Reason for the lull during the 
past months is said to be the stu- 
dios’ reluctance to stockpile scripts 
and stories in the light of uncertain 
conditions Also, several of the 
companies bought quite heavily 
last year and don’t want to take a 
chance of ha‘ expensive prop- 
erties sitting e shelf 

“To break t igh for 1960 now 
a novel really has to be quite ex- 
traordinary one story editor 
commented in N. Y. last week 
“By the fall e companies ought 
to be in a buying mood again.” 

One of the campanies which, 
by dint of its continuing volume 
output, in the past has bought 
heavily is 20th-Fox Since last 
January, 20th has only taken an 
oF n on fo I els by one au- 
the for p yn it Walter 
Wa ‘Oo other purchases were 
made However, 20th did take 

€ nir properties trom 
RKO and has put the into work 
Also, both at 20th and other stu- 
dios, there's been an upbeat in the 
use { orig 


Getz Jazz Too Cold 
For Milano Cats 





Milano, May 19 

More t 3.000 turned out to 
je of the ee performances of 

J t the Philharmoni« pre- 
sented at the I Theatre_ by 
Norman Granz Operation with 
local agents Fatt & Grado ¢ 
rently handling Granz's business 
in Italy. Talent d Ella Fitz- 
gerald wit Os *eterson, Stan 
G Re Eldridg Lou Levy 

| Ellis, Ed Thigpe: Ray 
Brown. Top laurels were given to 
Miss Fitzger 1 Oscar Peter- 
son by pre publi but 
Get cold AZ got the cold 
Ss! ll I tne laneseé 0 
ike their r ic hot 

Separatel cats made be bis 
hoopla at old TI re dal Ve f 
where Er o Caruso sang “Pag 
liaec and Tos ni ¢ ted 

Forza del Destino” in 1915, en 
Louis Armstrong a} ared with 
trombonist Trummy Goahe clar- 
ionetist Peanuts WHucko, pianist 
Billy Kyle, drummer Danny Bar- 
cellona and double-bass played by 
Herbert Mart. 





U Takes Haas’ ‘Loved’ 


Universal has acquired U.S. and 
Canadian distribution rights to 
Hugo Haas’ “Born to be Loved.” 

Picture, written, directed and 
produced by Haas, will be released 
U during the summer. 


There Is a Happy Side To Taxes; 
They Hint All of Show Biz Clicking 





adie Mind at : Play 


ie ) \ } 
Radio-\ M ed ter 
Don Quinn . elaxin 
Waikiki, afte u h ing § - 
gery, by ex} ing } - 
dromes—words I sentences 
which spell t ev or- 
ward and backward. The j 
radar is a gq k example 
Quinn quips it it’s the 
oldest form of literary expres- 
sion, dating | cs to A $ 
self « itrocuction lo I 


‘ ; y ‘ ” 





” Formosa’s Radio 
Stations Follow 


The Soft-Sel 





By DON FRIFIELD 
Taipel. M 10 

Jimmy Wei, 51 years old, paces 
his huge office as he ta 
nervously on a Cigar, s« I i it 
the exact word or phrase to de- 
scribe his operations as manager of 
the Broadcasting ( pa! of 
| China 
| “This is no NBC,” he finally savs 


as if to clear up any mis-apprehen- 
sion in that direction. Glancir 
his collection of 


g at 





+ 


Washi 





S is on a ‘59 boo Uncle 
tax collections clearly prove 
t 
Report ( U.S. e3 ( es 
aken in < the first three 
iths of tl vear, the Inte l 
nN enue Serv es figures ais- 
closed business wth in ill 
pnases oO en \ainment - 
dustry affected by the excise bite. 
And theatre opera- 
rs we 1 to be correc n 
ir al i ( re Congre 
t year that ( {mission 
ket tax S e eten 
{ t { ] { { f I le 
W tax rate n 
ffect (it s é n. 1 IRS col 
ri 1 $l1l ) ) t ise lLaxes 
n SS1C to theatres, con- 
certs, ete., during this vears hrst 
quis i € 1Or Lhe ame 
r j n '58 was $10,784,000 
ED e tax lection eleased 
Tl y a by IRS also show 
these comparable first quarter 
totals for this year and last 
A sions to cabaret roof 
arae € » to $11,482,000 
om $10,761,000 
Coin-operated ent de- 
ices (not incluc g de- 
vices $200,000, against 800 
Phonograph ecords big in- 
crease of $6,208,000 over $5, 
247,000. 
Radio and television sets, phono- 


graphs; components, etc., $45,132,- 











antique vases on 000, compared to $44,702,000. 
. oo ¥ 908 his desk, he seer »| Cameras, lenses, film and pro- 
get confidence from an older adi- jectors, $8,020,000, against $6,- 
tion than Sarnoff's, and ay here 702.000 
on the words flow mofe easily Sgt ; 
souny * : Ae Musical instruments, $4,700,000, 
We're an independent company = elles Steen $4 492.000. 
with 11 stations and two main 
transmission centers. Each station 
has at least two, sometimes three . . 
transmitters. This is a smal! island Conservative Wayne King 
but there are people here from . ® 
every part of China, so we broad-| Dance Music Warns Kids 
cast not only in the n ational “ ra 
cuage, which is alled Mandarir It’s For Adults Onl ’ 
but in four other dialects as well. | y 
There are 10 million people on Minneapolis, May 26 
; ' her > } , ‘ ” 
non Sane hana there is — a “For Adults Only,” generally 
amily nat isn't got a radio set . . . 
“i k. . qgiptctin ler catecrighiese employed by film theatres to de- 
At this point an assistant came . : 
in with some papers. begged to be | Note daring sex screen fare and 
excused for the intrusion, and keep the small fry away, found a 
Jimmy and he = in En N new and completely different sort 
for some time “Do you always 
: “tht of use in the Twin Cities the pas 
talk to your people in Englis c past 
I asked him. “No,” he answered, | Veek. 
“but this —s is from Cantor Prom Ballroom newspaper ads 
and I'm from Peking. He speaks for the Wayne King band dance 
Cantonese and 1 speak Mandarin. | one-nighter carried the phrase, but 
Erglish is a lot easier for me than{the attraction had ne intention of 
that damned Cantonese.” making itself a lure for sensation 
The Broadcasting Company of seekers. In fact, just the opposite. 
China jhas its offices in Taipe Reason for barring the young- 
New } ark, just across tl ev ny sters was because the sort of music 
square from the mammoth red-| which King and his tooters play 
brick Ministry of National De ae €.' and the less strenuous sort of cus- 
vhere Pres Ch ang Kal-sh x i y tomer stepping to the King melo- 
his office. In the ee w Park itself.’ dies, as provided by the dancing 
viewak e fro} Jimmy s oOthce program, weren't calculated to ap- 
1 tha oY ee Ss . . " 
window, are the teeming masses | peal to teenagers, it's explained by 
(Continued on page 77) ithe management. 
| - 
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PAR NOW BIG PRODUCT-MINDED 





Vagaries of Overseas Playoff 


‘Defiant Ones’ Only So-So—‘Giant’ Not What 
Expected—‘South Pacific’ Flops on Continent 





The foreign market, while con- 
tributing 50° and more in terms of 
overall film 
a tendency to vacillate. It’s get- 
ting to be quite difficult to predict 
just what is going to catch the pub- 
lic’s fancy overseas. 


has done proportionately far better | 


in the States and has been dis-| 
tinctly disappointing overseas, | 
where it'll do about half of domes- | 
tic 


industry income, has| Burrows Tells Wall St. About 


treasurer of Allied Artists, is cur- 

For instance, George Stevens’|rently eager io get the message 
“Giant,” which normally could be| across to the financial world that 
expected to do great things abroad, | AA expectedly will wind up fiscal 


of deficit 


LOOK, GUYS, NO DEFICIT 





Allied Artista’ Upbeat 





George D. Burrows, exec v.p.- 


1959 in the black after two years 
operations. AA had 
losses of $1,189,688 last year and 
$1,783,910 in 1957. 

Current third quarter will show 








TRADE MAY SOOM 
EE STAR RAIDS 


By GENE ARNEEL 


Mel Snavetson and Jack 
Rose, producer-director-writer 
team, inked new pact with 


Paramount calling for six to 
11 features during next three 
years. Initial pic under deal 
be “Bay of Naples,” Sophia- 
Loren starrer rolling in Italy 
this August. 


Pair left for Italy over 
weekend. 
Following one of the longest 


board of directors meefings in 
some years, an important Para- 


“The Defiant Ones,” figured to|@ loss but a strong fourth quarter | mount source related that the com- 
be surefire abroad, will do less in| will get the company out of the pany is determined to “give’ em 
the fereign territories than in the| Ted, Burrows told the Wall Street) hell” in its bid for bigger and bet- 


States, where it'll gross around | 
$2,500,000. And a_ picture like | 


Journal. 
Exec also stated that AA 1s! 


ter productions. It’s a case of a 
major studio which has slipped in 


“South Pacific” has failed to make’ Switching to fewer but more expen-| the last couple of years and is now 


dent on the Continent. 


Poultry 

“South Pacific’ has done ex- 
tremely well in Britain, where} 
American musicals are accepted. In | 
countries like Italy, Germany,! 
France, etc. the Rodgers & Ham-| 
merstein tint tuner just laid a big} 
egg, proving the theory that mu- 
sicals ‘make poor export for many 
territories. In Italy, exhibitors re- 
portedly sent prints of the picture 
back to the 20th-Fox exchanges and 
refused to honor the contracts. 

A picture like Darrly F. Zanuck’s 
“Roots of Heaven,” which faile 
to draw in the States, hasn't done 
much beter abroad, though the 
Juliette Greco name helped some- 
what in France 

There are many other instances 
where film which failed to excite 
in the US. have caught on abroad 
in a big way, but it’s becoming 
clear that the “blockbuster” dimen- 
sion alone no longer assures com- 
mensurate returns from abroad, 
and that the overseas mart doesn’t 
provide absolute insurance against 
dissappointmenis in the U.S. 


any 


| 








Leve Foresees 





- Here's a Surprise: 


sive pictures. Productions released 
in 1960, he said, will have budgets | 
of $800,000 to $2,000,000. This rep- 
resents a big jump from the lineup 
of past when the investments per 
film for the most part ranged from 
$500,000 and downward. | 

In the new category, brought in 
at around $2,000,000, is “The Big 
Circus,” which is to be released 
shortly. | 





Reveal Eidophor 
Belongs to CIBA 


Twentieth Century-Fox does not 
own Ejidophor, the color theatre 
tv projection unit on which its 


| engineers have been working for 


years. 

Disclosure, which flies in the 
face of widespread industry im- 
pression, came this week from 
Roderic L. O'Connor, v.p. and 


| counsel of CIBA States Ltd., U.S. 


| subsidiary of CIBA, a worldwide 


More-From-Less 


Los Angeles, May 26 

“Better boxoffice” is assured in 
upcoming releases, despite the fact | 
that film companies are turning | 
out fewer pix, M. Spencer Leve, 
National Theatres vp in charge of | 
theatre operations, told a gather-| 
ing of Fox West Coast Theatre 
and district managers. 

The quickie-type films have be- 
come such a drug on the market | 
that they no longer have any draw- | 
ing power, and consequently pro-| 
ducers are turning out superior 
product in an attempt to return 
the public to the theatres, accord- 
ing to Leve 


The 100 or more del- 


egates attending one-day session 
called by William H. Thedford, 
FWC Pacific Coast division man- 


ager for a discussion of new ideas 
and biz plans for circuit's summer 
season, subsequently set June 17 
to June 30 as Spence Leve Weeks. 


ROTHSTEIN NEXT HOOD 
ON ALLIED ARTISTS’ LIST 


Allied Artists, currently clicking 
with “Al Capone,” is plunking 
down $150,000 for screen rights to 
Leo Katcher's “The Big Bankroll,” 
which deals with the life of noted 
gambler Arnold Rothstein. Kat- 
cher is to do the adaptation from 
his own book as part of the deal. 

Film is to be produced by Sam- 
uel Bischoff and David Diamond | 
for AA. 


j}tors and exhibitors alike. 





British Cinema Tax Slips 
London, May 26. 
Total amount paid by U.K. cin- 
emas in admissions tax in the fis- 


| ject 


{the product from 


| drug, dye and plastics concern. 


O'Connor, who has been named 
president of a new company, 
Eidophor Inc., said that the thea- 
tre tv projector, which can pro- 
in black-and-white or in 
color, depending in the model, 
was developed by a Swiss com- 
which is wholly owned by 


has been doing most of the devel- 
opmental work on Eidophor, CIBA 
owns all the basic patent rights for 
the theatre tv projector. 20th has 
leased the rights to the theatre 
model from CIBA on a royalty 
basis. It also has invested money 
in technical development. 
According to O'Connor, 
(Continued on page 21) 


CIBA 





British Films Take B.0. | 
Beating in Australia; 
Have Exhibs Perplexed 


Sydney, May 19. 
Boxoffice downbeat of British 
pix in this key city is proving a ter- | 
rific headache to Aussie distribu- 
Appa- 
rently there is nothing wrong with 
an entertain- 


ment viewpoint. But the fact is 


, that the public has shown a com- 


plete cold shoulder to fare bear- 
ing a British trademark. 

For example, three British pix, 
“Time Without Pity” (Rank), “The 
Big Money” (Rank) and “Truth| 
About Women” (Lion), preemed at 
three keyers here and had yank- 
off notices posted three days iater. | 


pix over for the usual twoweek 


| Span. | 


Some exhibs blame Iocal pix! 


bent on building up to top-of-the- 
league status. 7 

The price is going to be high— 
and Par knows it. Properties and 
talent are at their peak but Par’s 
“tremendous” financial position (as 
one board member termed it) will 
enable the company to buy the 
best. If anything, it’s going to 
mean greater competition amon 
all companies for players and 
stories and, with Par taking a full- 
swing role in the sweepstakes, the 
prices might even go higher. 

Under the conservative Y. Frank 
Freeman regime at the Hollywood 
lot, Par let valuable producers, 
stars, etc. get away. They were 
lured to other studios because Par 
refused to yield to the big-payoff 
trend. 

At the behest of president Bar- 
ney Balaban and the board, 


thinking. It may take a few months 
to set in but it's bound to come. 
It's “ride with the tide” thinking 
—which means no more aloofness 
to agents with tall demands for 
their clients. 

And watch for the raids. 
many blue-chip performers, 
ducers, directors 
linked with other studios, Par feels 
that these links are tenuous (inter- 
pretation: they can be broken if 
the price is right). 

Jack Karp, new boss at the stu- 
dio, is an administrative man but 
backgrounded in all phases of the 

(Continued on page 22) 


i —— ===By JIM 
Hollywood, May 26. 


pro- 


Jacob H. (Jack) Karp, new ad- 
ministrative head of Paramount 
studio, has been a man with a 


passion for anonymity while work- 
ing as Y. Frank Freeman’s execu- 


| tive assistant, and he’s not going, 


to work any other way now. 

Karp, talking over the new situa- 
tion with a reporter in his office, 
was inclined to deprecate his posi- 
tion—and himself. He used to read 
philosophy for after-work relaxa- 
tion, he says, now he reads scripts. 
“Probably one was good training 
for the other.” he says. 

Karp has almost grown up with 
Paramount, and the choice of a 
studio topper from a “rank-and- 
filer” has been a great morale 
boost to the rest of the studio. 

Except for a short period when 
he was a young lawyer, with his 
own practice, it is the only concern 


he has worked for since his grad- | 


uation from law school and admis- 
sion to the bar. 

He is in love with the picture 
business. 
the job, if I wasn’t,” he says. 


Karp, a trim, white-haired man | 
| This was in place of holding the | of 56 (“Call me next week, I may | 


be several years older”), got into 
Paramount on something of a fluke. 
A musician by avocation (“I used 


cal year ended March 31 was $33,-| critics for the British boxoffice|to play every instrument in the 


180,000. | 


falloff. One showman stated that | 


college band"), he joined Para- 


Tax figures for March this year | he opened well with a British film | mount July 15, 1929 (“A Monday, 
shows a substantial drop on that|but after the reviews appeared, as I recal?), because of his knowl- 


shelled out a year ago. Then it! 
was $5,768,000 while the March | 
sum this year was $2,156,000. 


trade dropped off to nearly noth- 
ing. Other showmen argue that 
(Continued on page 6) 


edge of music—at least partly. 
Paramount was then negotiating 
to take over a music company and 


the | 
studio is being instilled with new | 


While | 


and writers are | 


Jack Karp, Studio Chie} 


“I wouldn't have taken | 


Cut ‘Anne Frank’ 


+ 


2th Realistic Tactical Revisions May 


From Hard Tickets 





BILL GOETZ AS TOURIST 
From Vienna to N .Y. To Japan 
His Route 

William Goetz, one of the most 
active of Columbia indie producers, 


travelled. 

He returned from Vienna on Fri- 
day (22) where he is making “The 
Magic Flame,” to confer with Co- 
lumbia execs in New York on re- 
lease plans for “They Came to 
Cordura.” Over the weekend he 
went to the Coast for studio con- 
ferences and a short visit with his 
family. Yesterday (Tues.) he left 
for Japan to scout locations with 
writer Irving Brecher for “Cry for 
Happy.” 

Following. two weeks in Japan, 
he returns fo L.A. and heads im- 
mediately for Phoenix, Ariz., where 
“The Mountain Road” is being 
filmed under the direction of Dan- 
ny Mann. He then heads back to 
Vienna to rejoin director Charles 
Vidor on “The Magic Flame.” 

Meanwhile, Goetz has screen- 
writer Alfred Hayes working on 
j}another project—"“Time of the 
Dragons.” 





Paramount, Too, 
Rentals 0'Seas 
Top Domestic 


film 


| Paramount's rentals from 
the foreign 
ning slightly ahead of domestic for 
the first time in the company’s his- 
tory. This situation is due in some 
part to “Ten Commandments,” 
which is in wide circulation abroad 
and thinning out domestically. 


In fashioning screen properties, | 


Par studio officials and homeoffice 
brass for some time have given im- 
portant consideration 


in the scripts and choice of play- | 


ers in terms of boxoffice values 
in locations outside the United 
States 


POWERS 


| it was Karp’s background in that 
field, plus his law, that made him 
particularily interesting to Para- 


mount. The musie deal didn’t go 
through, but Karp did 
-Talk about rough times in the 


picture business today doesn’t im- 
press Karp very much. He recalls 
it was only three months before the 
stock market crash that he joined 


Paramount. His salary was cut 
10°° the first year and 5° more 
the second 

“The cuts were later restored,” 


he dead-pans. Karp, whose sense 
of humor is sharp but fleeting, is 
apt to disconcert a new acquaint- 
ance who not certain what 


1s is 


being told him straight and what is 


irony 

Pressed about his activities out- 
side Paramount, Karp will admit 
only “I play a little gin—very 
badly.” Although he is primarily 
devoted to his family and the stu- 
dio, he has a strong sense of serv- 
ice. He doesn't talk about it, but 
others do. He is known as one of 
the prime movers in the work of 
the United Jewish Appeal. 

Because of this attitude about 
service, Karp is quietly proud that 
his son, Dr. Robert B. Karp, an 
| interne in surgery at UCLA medi- 
} cal center, is in medicine, a form 
| of service he admires. He is proud, 
|too of his daughter, Gail, Mrs. 
| Richard Orgell, and of a seven- 
months o'd granddaughter. 
| Karp, in conversation, gives the 
impression of a man who bears his 
j (Continued on page 6) 


? 


is apparently also one of the most | 


market are now run-' 


to elements | 


Puzzled by the uneven perform- 
ance of “The Diary of Anne 
Frank,” 20th-Fox is giving serious 
thought to switching the film from 
a hard ticket to a continupus run 
policy. Decision ought to be made 
| within a week and will not affect 
the houses where “Diary” is cur- 
rently playing as a roadshow. 

Picture is either playing, or 
| slated to play, hard ticket in 14 
situations. Theory is that the com- 
bination of subject matter and 
high prices is hurting attendance. 

A number of 20th execs feel 
strongly that, once it’s put on a 
continuous run, “Dairy” also 
should be cut by 25 to 30 min- 
utes. However, it’s known that 
producer-director George Stevens 
is in no mood to trim the film, Ste- 
vens’ argument being that the pic 
is just as long as it needs to be to 
tell its story effectively and fully. 

It was plain from the very start 
that “Diary” wasn't catching fire 
the way it should at the Palace 
Theatre, N. Y. The Coast engage- 
ment has been even more disap- 
pointing. Others, like the Miami 
date, have been good, but none 
have lived up to 20th’s advance 
expectations. 

Company knew from the start 
that it had a problem on its hands 
since “Diary” carried with it the 
| connotation of a downbeat, de- 

pressing story. Ironically, Jewish 

people, who're close to the prob- 
| lem of Anne Frank, are apt to stay 
| away from it as just another re- 
minder of the horror that was. 
Christian's who're less apt to iden- 
tify, are likely to consider it a 
Jewish picture. 20th’s ad-pub cam- 
paign has been geared to over- 
come these attitudes, with the ads 
stressing youth and even romance 

Zelief at 20th is that “Diary” 
will be proportionately bigger in 
Europe. Millie Perkins, pic's star, 
is currently on the Continent mak- 
ing a tour on behalf of the film. 


| 


Soviet Films Don't 
Face 30% Tax 


Washington, May 26 


| 


Internal Revenue Service Fri- 
day (22) cleared the way for the 
|U.S.-Soviet film exchange agree- 


ment to get going by officially ad- 
vising the State Dept. that Russian 
film will be exempt from the 30° 


federal tax on imported motion 
pictures. a 
The high-level policy decision 


applied, in its language, to those 
motion pictures imported from Rus- 
sia under the Jan. 27, 1958, techni- 
cal and cultural exchange agree- 
ment “which are approved by the 
Dent. of State.” 

The tax on foreign films import- 
ed otherwise is 30° of amount 
paid for American screening rights, 

Turner Shelton, U.S. Informa- 
tion Agency motion pictures chief 
ard a negotiator of the film ex- 
change deal, estimated that the 
preem of the first Soviet picture 
vill be held in Washington “‘in late 
June or early July.” 


EXCISE JACK WARNER 
FROM JUNE DEPOSITION 


Wilmington, Mav 26. 

Vice Chancellor William Marvel 
today ruled that Jack L. Warner 
will not be required to attend the 
taking of a deposition in mid-June 
in New York in connection with 
the Court off Chancery action filed 
by Sarah Kever of New York, a 
stockholder of Warner Bros. Pic- 
tures. She is seeking to block ex- 
ercise of certain stock options 
granted at the annual meeting here 
Feb. 4 

The vice chancellor told counsel 
he had read Warner's affidavit in 
support of his motion for an order 
postponing the taking of the depo- 
sition in New York City in mid- 


June. “Without passing on matters 

such as the actual location of the 

main office or principal place of 
(Continued on page 6) 





* PICTURES 


VARIETY 





"7 


més 


Wednesday, May 1959 





Something Novel in Promotion: 
A New Film (‘Horse Soldiers’) 


Sponsors 


Heavyweight Bout 





In what is believed to be a first 


for a motion picture, United Art- 
ists and the Mirisch Co. have 
closed a deal to sponsor the radio 
broadcast of the June 25 Floyd 
Patterson-Ingemar Johansson 
heavyweight championship fight. ' 
The rights were acquired from the 
TelePrompter Corp. and Floyd 
Patterson Enterprises for $100,000. 
UA also aequired the domestic dis- 
tribution rights to the films of the 
bout 

tecipient of the between-round 
plugs on a radio network still to 
be selected will be the Mirisch 
Co.'s “The Horse Soldiers,’ which 
UA is releasing. Plans are to 
have the stars of the film, John 
Wayne and William Holden, at 
ringside to deliver personally 
messages on behalf of the Civil 
War action film, believed to be 
fare ideally suited for sports fans. 

At the same time, Wayne and 
Holden will be seen in some 200) 
theatres and arenas carrying the 
fight on closed-circuit television | 
via the facilities of TelePrompiter. | 
The radio, film and closed-tv rights | 
were acquired as a package by 
TelePrompter from fight promoter 
Bill Rosensohn for $300,000. 
Irving B. Kahn, president of Tele- 
Prompter, is currently negotiating 
to buy the radio time from a net- 
work. It’s hoped that the event 
will be carried by some 203 sta- 


tions, reaching some 20,000,000 
homes. There will be no home 
telecast “The Horse Soldiers” 
will open in New York the day 
after the fight and in some 10 
or 15 other keys. 


UA plans to back up ts spon- 
sorship with radio-tv spots as well 
as newspaper space on the amuse- 
ment and sports pages, according 


to UA pub-ad direcior Roger 
Lewis 

The film company’s deal only 
calls for the American rights of 
the radio broadcast. FEuropean 
rights are still being negotiated. 
The fight will originate from 
Yankee Stadium, N.Y. 


WB Selling Its 
Assoc. British 
—% for $15-Mil? 


Warners is “working on a deal 
to sell off its interests in Associ- 
ated British Pictures Corv. at a 
price of close to $15.000,000, ac- 
cording to Wall Sireet sources 
Ss divestiture has heen in the 
rumor stage for months.and now 


appears close at hand. 
This would mark the second ma- 
jor property lopping in a short pe- 


riod. WB last week wrapped up 
an agreement to unload its Cala- 
bassas ranch property on the Coast 


to real estate developers at a price 
of $10,000,000. Property, which 
WB hasn't had in use, was carried 
on the books at:a small fraction of 
that price. 

npany is in gocd shape, earn- 
continuing on the upbeat 
of the unneeded assets 
a more liquid position. 
Anticipated as something for the | 


Cor 


ir 


ana 


are 
sale 


ns 


not-too-distant future is a_ stock 
tender to stockholders. Company | 
n¢ has slightly over 1,500,000 | 
shares outstanding and wants to 


shrink this capitalization still fur- | 
ther. Shares are now selling at the | 
$45 level; if the tender idea goes 
through stockholders would be in- 
vited to sell their holdings back 
to the company at a price some- 
what over the market value. 


Henry Willson to Selo 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Henry Willson has dissolved his | 
interest in Famous Artists, effec- | 
tive July 1, to return to own biz of 
repping clients. Under planned 
setup, tabbed Henry Willson Enter- 





| 
| 


prise in addition to handling 
artists he'll package feature films 
and television productions. 

He joined Famous agency in 
1956 | 


BROIDY, RITCHEY T0 
BRITISH PATHE MEET 


Steve Broidy, president of Allied 
Artists, and Norton Ritchey, presi- 
dent of AA International, left New 
York for London Sunday (24) to 
attend the convention being staged 
by Associated British Pathe, which 
is AA’s distributor in Great 
Britain. 

Broidy had just arrived in Goth- 
am from the Coast and took off 
with Ritchey. Execs are carrying 
with them a print of “The Big Cir- 
cus,” one of AA’s costliest entries, 
for showing at the ABP conclave. 


Col. Cole, Longtime 
Allied Exec, Dies 


Col. Harry A. Cole, 77, longtime 
theatre owner and leader of Texas 
independent film house operators, 
died Sat. (23) in a Dallas rest 
home after a two-year iliness. In- 
active since 1957, he still owned 
two theatres in Bonham. Tex 
which are being taken over June 1 
by the Phil R. Isley Theatres 

He was responsible for organiz- 
ing the indie theatre 
Texas, and the first successful task 
was to secure relief from the 10% 
Federal admission tax. 

Born in Brooklyn, Col. Cole 
grew up in Atlanta. where he at- 
tended public schools and Georgia 


Tech. He came to Dallas in 1900 
and worked with several lumber 
and insurance companies there 
and in East Texas. Despite weak 
eves and a “ripe” age, he com- 
pleted officers’ training school at 
Leon Springs. Tex., during World 


War 1, and became a gunnery in- 
structor at Fort Sill, Okla.. rising 
to the rank of lieutenant colonel, a 
title he kept. 


After the war he and a brother 
Howard S. Cole, pooled their re- 
sources to enter both the restau- 
rant and motion picture theatre 
business in Ranger. Tex.. during an 
oil boom there. The colonel ran 
the restaurant, while Howard op- 
erated the theatre. The five a.m 
restaurant opening was an unhappy 
chore for Cole, never an early 
riser by preference. He sold out, to 


Continued on page 6 





U. S. to Europe 

Fred Becker 

Frederick Brisson 

Frank Corsaro 

Carl Fields 

Roberta Peters 

Ron Rawson 

Julius Rudel 

Rosalind Russell 

Jerome Whyte 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Barney Balaban 
Sy Bartlett 

Bert Berman 
Stephen Bosustow 
Steve Broidy 
Richard Burton 
Red Buttons 

Jill Corey 
Morton DaCosta 
Henry Denker 
Jack Donahue 
Nina Foch 

Joan Fontaine 
Constance Ford 
L. Wolfe Gilbert 
James R. Grainger 
Leo A. Handel 
Newton P. Jacobs 
Joyce Jameson 
Dick Jolliffe 
Jackie Joseph 
Howard Keel 
Jerry Lewis 
Sammy Lewis 
Irving H. Ludwig 
Patti Moore 

Bert Orde 

Daniel Petrie 
Steve Reeves 
Debbie Reynolds 
Paul Schreibman 
Maurice Segal 
Sol C. Siegel 
Spyros Skouras 
Grant Williams 
Gig Young 


owners in| 


Plotting San Francisco 


Film Fest Nov. 11-24 


San Francisco, May 26. 
Mavor George Christopher has 
invited 60 nations to participate 
in San Francisco Film Festival 
Nov. 11-24 : 
Application blanks went out this 


week to appropriate officials 
around the world, including four 
Iron Curtain countries, U.S.S.R., 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Ru- 
mania. 

Festival this vear, according to 
director Irving M. Levin, has 


added three major-prize categories 
for Golden Gate Awards. These 
are “best screenplay.” “best sup- 
porting actor” and “best support- 
ing actress.” Golden Gate Awards 
previously have been given only 
to best film, best director, best 
actor and best actress. 

It’s envisioned that 14 pictures 
will be selected for competition 
with the big question—as last year 
—wheher Hollwood will enter any 
product. Rule for North American- 
made product that no 
which has played in a country 
other than the one in which it orig- 
inated is eligible for entry, but if 
feature has played in another part 
of the U.S., and not in another 
country, it will be eligible. 

Festival will be held at the 1,000- 
seat Metro Theatre, as it has the 
past two years 


1s 


And ‘A Fast Buck 


As Unmet Twain 


New York. 


Editor, VARIETY 





I have no wish to prolong the 
current controversy over the tele- 
vision revival of “The Birth of a 
Nation” into a VARIETY serial, 
but Dennis Whitney’s somewhat 
agitated letter in your last issue 
surely warrants a few words of 
reply 

That Griffith. despite the smear 
campaign ever since, told the truth 
about the Civil War and the Re- 
construction in “The Birth of a 
Nation” is something that I won't 
take up your space with now, al- 
though most of ur correspond- 
ents seem nveniently to have 
overlooked that fact 

However seems to me that 
Whitney is way off base in accus- 
ing the current purchasers in gen- 
eral, and Saul Turell in particular, 
in being out to make a “fast buck” 
on this film. Having cone a great 
deal of work in the field of silent 
movies, I can assure Whitney that 
there is just y to make that | 
“fast buck ich an area. The 
cost of working with silent film is 
just fantast and the purchase 
price is always just a drop in the 
bucket compared with the expense 
of making protection masters from 
decomposing negatives, making 
optically slowed down prints to 
adjust to the correct speed, making 
aperture adjustment and so on— 
all this before the real work of 
adding music, effects and narra- 
tion. There's st too much work 
involved for any ast buck” oper- 
ation, and I for one certainly wish 
Turell well in s venture. 

Incidentally. I gather that “The 
Birth of a Nation” is to form part 
of a series on the history of the 
novies. Doing a history of the mov- 
ies withOUT Griffith's masterpiece 
would surely be rather like doing 
a television series on the Bible— 
but first carefully avoiding all 
mention of Christ so as not to of- 
fend the athels s! 

Wi am K. Everson 
Europe to U. S. 

Suzanne Bernard 

Harold } S 

Fred Hif 

Robert Lavin 

Sylvia Leigh 

Ilya Lopert 

Bruce McClure 

Harry Meadows 

David Raphel 

Sophie Tucker 

Maurice Winnick 

N. Y. to L. A. 

Stuart L. Daniels 

Rhonda Fleming 

Phyllis Kirk 

Shirley MacLaine 

Terry Sanders 

David Wo per 


feature } 
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| New York Sound Track 
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It was inevitable. Warners is at hand with a picture titled 
| agers from Outer Space.” 
| Jacob H. (Jack) Karp, newly-named administrative head of the Pa 

mount studio, was elected a vice president at a 

in New York Friday (22). 

The subject of new contracts for Metro execs is expected to come 
up at the May 27 board meeting Metro planning two separate 
| trailers for Alfred Hitchcock’s “North By Northwest”-—a “thrill” angle 
and a Hitchcock ‘“‘personal.”. . . Gig Young in to plug “Ask Any Gir!.” 

. .. Samuel Goldwyn Jr. to Nashville to continue his search for an un- 
known Huckleberry Finn Charlton Heston will narrate a special 
six-minute subject which Metro has prepared for tv in connection 
with “Ben-Hur.”. Louis de Rochomont planning a new widescreen 
extravaganza, “All the World’s a Stage.” It’s described as the sort of 
thing that “once made the old Hippodrome shows a prime tourist at- 

traction for visitors to New York.”. . . Show biz articles in the June 

Esquire feature “Memoirs of a Marathon Dancer” by June Havoc from 
|her forthcoming book, “Early Havoc” and Helen Lawrenson’s article 
|} on Juliette Greco entitled “She Plays a Cool Strumpet.” 
| Loew's Theatres pub-ad veepee Ernie Emerling off to Europe ; 
International Film Distributors, headed by Joseph Wohl and C. H. 
Rosenblatt, has been appointed exclusive: agent for the distribution 
of Howco theatrical features in Latin America. 

Robert Cummings, after a long roll in tv, reactivates his theatrical 
film career as star of Romulus’ “The Dark Side of Heaven.” to be 
lensed in Germany last this year under direction of Jack Clayton . 
| George Marshall withdrew from helming “A Terrible Beauty” for 
DRM Productions’ United Artists release, due to time element con- 
nected with another commitment at Metro Isobel Lennart will 
; Script “Two for the Seesaw,” which Mirisch Co. will co-produce with 
Seven Arts Productions for UA release ... Peter Lawford firmed for 
costar role with Frank Sinatra and Gina Lollobrigida in Metro's “Never 
| So Few,” Edmund Grainger production 
Currently meeting in Vienna, agenda of the 15th Congress of the 
International Publisher's Union, founded 1896 in Paris, included talks 
}on “The World of Youth and Adult Literature,” “Problems of the Pub- 
| lishers Sector, caused by European Integration,” “Publishing in Asia” 
and “International Program Exchange in radio and tv.” Argentine and 
-akistan applied for membership. Gala performance by Vienna State 
Opera and a reception by the Austrian government in Schoenbrunn 
palace are scheduled. 

As a promotion for “Ben-Hur,” Metro is campaigning to find a niche 
for Gen. Lew Wallace in NYU's Hall of Fame “Ben-Hur.” inci- 
dentally, crashed the Wall Street Journal. Writer Stan Penn told of 
the pre-premiere excitement surrounding the $15,000,000 production. 
NBC’s Chet Huntley picked up the story, resulting in coast-to-coast tv 
milage for Metro ."Fair Game,” Sam Locke’s Broadway play, wi!l 
be produced by Charles Feldman for distribution by Columbia : 
A review of the films of John Ford will follow the Marlene Dietrich 
series at the Museum of Modern Art, N.Y. The Ford films start early 
in June ... Mel Heymann, office manager of Metro's homeoffice pub- 
ad department, a grandfather for the third time British writer 
Bridget Boland signed to a multiple picture writing pact by Columbia 

. . Cinerama Inc. topper Hazard E. Reeves presented the first annual 


“Teen- 


a- 
meeting of the board 


Industry Achievement Award by the Film Producers Assn. of Ne 
York. 

Oscar Homolka proves that a film actor doesn’t have to work in 
Hollywood any more. This summer he travels to Berlin and Spain for 





Metro’s “Granada,” the fourth consecutive film he has made in Eu- 
rope. The others were “War and Peace,” “A Farewell to Arms” and 
‘Tempest.” Sal Mineo to Australia where he makes his debut as 


a variety performer 
Metro bought “Chautauqua.” unpublished novel by Maurice Grashin, 
Day Keene and Dwight Babeock, with Edmund Grainger set to pro- 


duce ... Walter Lang will direct Jack Cummings’ production of Cole 
Porter’s “Can Can” for 20th-Fox release Van Heflin with Gina 
Lollobrigida in “Five Women” ‘formerly “Jovanka’ Dino De Lau- 
rentiis production rolling in Austria come July for Paramount release 


Paramount will co-produce “The Top of the World,” Eskimo ad- 
yénture yarn, with Magic Films, Anglo-Italian outfit, to costar An- 
thony Quinn and Yoko Tani, directed by Nicholas Ray from ¢ own 
script... Albert Zugsmith inked Mel Torme with Mickey Rooney and 
Mamie Van Doren in “The Private Lives of Adam and Eve.” 

Debbie Reynolds and Glenn Ford will costar in Lawrence Wein- 
garten’s Metro picturization of Broadway murder tale, “The Gazebo” 


ur 
ur 


is 


Carl Dudley has shelved plans to film “Innocents Abroad” in 
Cinerama, due to tin element in commitment with Victor Borge, 
and will probably lens pic in Todd-AO or some other 70m process . 


June lens- 





King Bros. Productions is g “Gorgo.” scifi varn. for 


prepping 


ing, directed by Gene Lourie . Sam Marx wrote “The Gaudy Spree” 
for his possible re-entry into film production Bryan Foy added 


“The Congress of Crime,” revolving around gangland’s 1957 
corvention, to his Columbia Pictures slate 

Metro's “Ask Any Girl” selected as the official US at the 
Berlin Film Festival wl runs from June 26 to July 7 Robert 
Ardrey signed by M-G to write screenplay of “The Four Horsemen of 
the Apocaly; He'll meet with producer Julian Blaustein in Lon- 
don preparing for the location f “The 


Apalachin 


entry 


ich 


se 
where Blaustein is sce! of 
Wreck of the Mary Deare Universal will hold a twin-city premiere 
of “This Earth Is Mine” in San Francisco and Oakland on June 24 

Debbie Reynolds was Life Magazine’s guest at a food industry 
convention in Atlantic City Monday (25) Metro has acquired fi!m 
rights to “Chautauqua” prior to publication of the Maurice Grashin- 


es 


Day Keene-Dwight Babcock tome Entire wall covering the north 
side (46th St.) of the 18-story Loew's Building will be covered with 
a sign announcing November opening date at Loew's State of “Ben- 
Hur.” 


Joe Salzburg, production supervisor on Lynn Romero Productions’ 
“Blood Creature,” has returned from scouting location sites in Manila 
Lawrence J. Quirk, former tradepaper reporter now a freeiance 
mag writer, has completed a novel with a show biz background 
: Seymour R. Mayer, Metro's regional director of Lafin America 
and the Middle, Near and Far East, off for a survey of the company’s 
offices in South America. He'll be away four weeks 
| Paddy Chayefsky kicking himself. On two occasions—both for 
films shot in New York, “The Goddess” and “Middle of the Night’”— 
|the writer hosted and paid for the farewell parties. Now he’s discov- 


| ered that the coin should have come out of the budget of the pic- 


fan 


is 


| tures The “Humanitarian Award” voted to J. Edgar Hoover by 
Variety Clubs International at its recent Las Vegas convention was 
| presented to the FBI chief in Washington on Thursday (28). Henry 


| Ford 2d, previous winner of the award, made the presentation ; 
| Batherine Hepburn signed by Sam Spiegel to appear with Elizabeth 
| Taylor and Montgomery Ciift in “Suddenly, Last Summer.” Mau- 
| rice Segal, UA’s Coast pub-ad coordinator, in Gotham for homeoffice 
| conferences. 
|... Morris Alin, Universal publicist who writes song lyrics under the 
name of Morrie Allen, elected to membership in ASCAP . . . Edward 
Small has picked the Salinas Valley of northern California, instead 
|0f Mexico, as the location for “Ripe Fruit,” which will star Spain’s 
Sarita Montiel and be directed by her husband, Anthony Mann. 

Word from American International is that “Sheba and the Gladia- 
tor” is set for sale on an advanced-scale basis. Film stars Anita Ek- 

(Continued on page 22) 








ee i eee 


. 4 
4 


ee ee ee | 


“— @ 


ee ee 





Wednesday, May 27, 1959 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 5 





NAMEFILMS'‘NOT FIT’ FOR O'SEAS 











Collections Via s Via Media Guaranty | 

















Washington, May 26. 

Film industry’s collections stake 
in U.S. Information Agency is 
pointed up by recently released 
figures on contracts let by its 
Motion Picture Division and 
amounts paid distributors under 
Informational Media 
Fund 

It was disclosed that Loew's, Inc. 
subsidiaries received $2,019.742 
from Aug. 1, 1953 to June 30, 1958 
for various film work for USIA. 
This was split up among: Loew's 
International Corp., $5,500; Hearst 
Metrotone News Corp., $1,817,926, 
and Telenews, $196,316. 

Twentieth Century Fox and sub- 
sidiaries got $667,923 during the 
same period from USIA. Of this 
$47,365 went to the parent corp.; 
$84.517 to DeLuxe ‘aboratories; 
$493,674 to Movietone News; $33.,- 
365 to Fox International, and 
$yv.000 to Fox Import Corp. 

Despite fact that the film phase 
of Informational Media Guaranty 
program works in only four coun- 
tries Turkey, Yugoslavia, Viet 
Ni 4m and Poland), the USIA figures 


| 


Guaranty 


show that American film makers 
are garnering substantial revenues. 
The figures reflect dollar 
amounts paid out of the fund for 
foreign currencies earned by Amer- 
ican companies from film rentals 
in the four IMG film nations as of 
last June 30. They include: 
Columbia Pictures International 
Corp., $558,944: Eagle Lion Films, 
$52.485: Samuel Goldwyn Produc- 
tions, $120.920; Keystone Pictures, 


Inc., $13,013; Loew's Inc., $994,- 
541; Loew's International Corp., 
$411,927: Motion Picture Export 
Assn., $1,724,531; Motion Produc- 
tions, $8.788; Paramount Interna- 
tional Films, $295.243; Paramount 


$523,455; 
$203,920; 
$902.513; RKO 
$44,561; Selz- 
$118,073; 


Republic 


Pictures Corp., 
RKO 


Pictures Corp., 
Radio Pictures, 
Teleradio Pictures, 
nick Releasing Org.. 
Twentieth Century Fox Films 
Corp., $866.756; United Artists 
Corp., $282.279: Universal Interna- 
tional Films, $398.912; Universal 
Pictures Corp., $422.347; Warner 
Bros. Pictures, $390,355; Warner 
Bros. Pictures International Corp 
$427,121. 


Motives Behind 16-Page Sunday Insert 
For Columbia's ‘Came to Cordura 


What is descri 
in motion picture merchandising 
and thinking is being attempted by 
Columbia with the insertion last 
Sunday (24) of a special 16-page 
supplement in the New York Times 


on behalf of the William Goetz pro- 
duction, “They Came to Cordura.’ 
The supplement, which resembles 
the regular Sunday magazine sec 
tion of tl Time cost the film 
company $52,009 


As outlined by v.p. Poul Lazarus 


Jr. and other Col pub-ad execu- 
tives. the ob ive of the prece- 
dental inseriion, similar to those 
placed by huge industrial firms and 
states seeking new industry, is “a 
long-range penetration on the 
ovinion-making public—those peo- 
ple who reach other people.” The 
Sunday Times, with its circulation 


of 1,300,000 and estimated reader- 
of 3.000.000, was considered 
pose, Lazarus con- 


ship 
ideal for this pur 
tended 

ordered 


The film company has 
50,000 reprints of the supplement 
These are being sent, with special 
covering letters from different Co- 
lumbia “executives to motion pic- 


ture editors, critics and columnists; 
Continued on page 66 


Moscow Film Fest Not 
Yet ‘Official’ to State; 
Yankees Ponder Pitch 


The lt S. Governme:it cannot 
take a pro or con stand ow the 
Moscow film festival in August be- 
cause it hasn't as yet been offi- 
cially notified or invited, Turner 
B. Shelton, chief of the U. S. In- 
formation Agency's film services 
and the State Dept.’s liaison with 
the film biz. said Monday (25). 

Shelton maintained that, if and 
when such an invitation is re- 
ceived, and the rules of the Mos- 
cow fest are made known, “we 
shall have an answer to any motion 
picture company which wants to 
know whether it should participate 
n the festival.” 

He added that the U. S 
ment as a rule did not 
participate in festivals 


Govern- 
officially 
which do 


not have a “recommended” rating 
from the International Federation 
of Film Producer Assns. Moscow, 
which is dve to roll Aug. 3-17, has 
been a»vproved, but not recom- 


mende 

There appears to be no question 
that the film companies, in decid- 
ing re Moscow, will be wholly 
uided by the attitude of the State 
ept. Shelton noted that the Mos- 
cow event didn’t fall within the 
frame of the Soviet-American cul- 
tural exchange agreement and thus 
the Government had no particular 
“moral” 


bed as a peer eriy ga 
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| Silent Films Policy Still | 











Philadelphia, May 26 

Ambassador Theatre, chain op- 
erated silent pic house, with head- 
quarters in Washington, has shut- 
tered after a run of three months 

However, a new West Philly art- 
film spot the Overbrook, is launch- 
ing a series of silent screen epics, 
starting May 26 


Axes $1-Mil Off 
USIA’s Budget 


Washington, May 26 
House Appropriations Commit- 
tee has chopped $1.000.000 from 
Administration-requested funds to 
bolster private distributions f 
films, books, magazines and other 
matter overseas 


Action was taken in approving 
a $113,057.000 money bill for U+ 
Information Agency next year, a 
overall $7,492,700 reduction 
President Eisenhower's budget re- 
quest 

The Administration had a 


$3.500,000_ for the Informaticnal 
Media Guaranty Fund, which as- 
sures film distributors and publish- 


ers a dollar return in countries 
with currency conversion  prob- 
lems. Motion Pict::re Assn. prexy 
Eric Johnston urged the Appro- 


priations unit to approve an addi- 
tional $16.000.000 for the progran 


warning that U.S. distributors 
might have to pull out of sor 


foreign nations if the IMG fund is 


not fattened 


Reduction in the IMG and othe 
USIA funds came after Appropri- 
ations Committeemen heaped crit- 


icism on 
can films 


“objejctionable Ameri 
sent abroad. 

During hearings on the 
budget made public last week 
criticism centered on such films as 
“Blackboard Jungle.” “House of 
Bamboo,” “Drag Strip Girl” and 
“High School Confidential” for al- 
legedly giving foreigners a distort- 
ed view of life in America. 

USIA Motion Picture Director 


Turner Shelton defended the in- 
dustry in the face of the attacks 
declaring: “On balance, the fiim 


produced and distributed! overseas 
by Hollywocd made a positive con- 
tribution to the understanding of 


the United States.” 
He conceded that there were 
some films going abroad that ‘“‘were 


not useful to our interests” but 
said USIA enjoyed widespread co- 
operation with industry leaders in 
the effort to 


obligation to participate.! export product. 





improve Hollywood | 
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Uolh FORCED 10 
GIVE 82 TITLES 


Washirgton, May 26. 
Congressional dislike of execu- 
tive pussyfooting about facts was 
sharply emphasized here when 
George V. Allen, Director of the 
United States Information Agency, 


was “forced” by the House Ap- 
propriations Subcommittee chair- 
man, John J. Rooney, Brooklyn 


Democrat, to divulge the titles of 
82 films rejected as “inappropri- 
ate” for showing abroad. Rejec- 
tion was exercised by and through 
the USA's Media Guaranty Pro- 
gram, which accepts blocked cur- 
rencies earned by film rentals in 
foreign lands and conveys the 
equivilent sums in dollars to the 
American film distributor. 

Since the purpose of the U.S 
Information Agency is, in theory, 
to present a favorable impression 
of America (‘see accompanying 
story) the convenience of dollar 
exchange is withheld on films not 
considered ‘‘worthy’” exemplars of 
American life and character. 

Testifying before Rooney's 
group, USIA chief George V 
Allen admitted that some US 
product caused troubie overseas 
but sought to avoid naming the 
pictures. This is precisely the kind 
of secrecy which Congressmen in- 
creasingly resent, arguing that the 
law-tInakers are being curtailed 
from access to the facts which ap- 
pointive officials enjoy. 

Allen was echoing his film exec 


Turner Shelton, in latter's wish 
not to “embarrass” individual 
producer - distributor companies 


the harmonious 
Hollywood 
This 


and thereby mar 
relationship between 
product and Media Guaranty. 
line left Rooney stone-cold. 
Asked by Rooney for a list of 
these ftilms, Allen said: “J will 
certainly take that wnder sy) 
pathetic consideration.” Rooney at 





























once countered: “You had better 

ake very sympathetic tf yor 
are gom—y to have a Motion Picture 
ser? 

Th ‘ual list submitted covered 
fil mected from April 1957 to 
f M3 for one unnamed coun- 
try Killen said the same pic- 
ture pily would also be dis- 
apy for the other three na- 
t & ihe film phase of IMG 
Po irkey, Yugoslav, Viet 
N ite Allen's testimony 
s sted the pictures listed 

, 


“objectionable” or 
m: in mind as causing 
mad. Asked about it 
aft marings, Shelton said 
approved merely be- 
e agency's view they 
farther the interests oi 
tes 
‘films as reluctantly 


\ 
| {Men” (UA) 
te Western Front” 

Dé B 

B: son’. (UA) 

i arty” (UA) 

B WB) 

Big ) 
“Black COL) 
“Boot “OL) 

Bre *OL) 
“Buck UA) 
“Case A oklyn” (COL 
“Cna Cha m” (COL 
“Chicago § (COL 
“China Vei OL) 
“Column 
“Confid sd 
“Cop Hate 
“Creature Atom Brain 

COL) 

“Crooked ET, 
“Curse of Fr: in” (U 
“Dalton Girl 
“Damn Citize: 

“Delinquents” 
“Durango” (ci 
“Edge of Fury : 
“Escape From San Quentin” (COL 
“Face in the Crowd’ (WB) 
“Female Animal” sl 
“Fort Bowie” (UA) 
“49th Man” (CQL) 
“Goddess” (COL) 
“He Laughed Last” (COLA 
“Hell on Friseo Bay” (WB) 
“Hell's Horizon” (COL) 

i “House of Numbers” (Metro) 
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Danny Kaye Taiks 


Ottawa, May 26. 

Danny Kaye may guest-conduct 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra next 
year, he told newsmen there last 
week. It wouid be at a concert in 
aid of the musicians’ Pension fund 

His film “Me and the Colonel 
was “a financial disaster,” he said, 
“but I'd do it exactly the same 
again. I thought the original story 
was something of a minor classic 











in the theatre.” 
Plans for “Bamboo Kid,” with 
Kay Kendall as co-star, have been 


scrapped, he added. He's got three 
weeks p.a.’s in Sydney and Mel- 
bourne—his first Australian visit— 
coming up; then will re-record his 
“Five Pennies” songs in Europe in 
French, Italian and German, 


Identify US-USSR 
Documentary Films 


Washington, May 26 
U.S. Information Agency has 
disclosed the list of 31 American 
and 25 Russian documentaries now 


being reviewed for exhibition un- 
der the film exchange agreement 

The U.S. and Russia will each 
choose 15 from the list. Under the 
agreement, the films cannot be 
edited without approval of the 
other nation. USIA Motion Pic- 


ture chief Turner Shelton said it 
has not been decided whether the 
U.S. government will make the 
selected Russian documentaries 
available to American exhibitors 
without charge 

American films, from which the 
Soviet will make their choices, are 
“Greatest Treasury” (story of the 
Library of Congress), “This is Au- 
tomation.” “The Sound and the 
Story.” “Pennsylvania,” “This is 
Louisiana “New England Call- 
ing,’ “Tennessee Holiday,” “New 
Jersey Journey,” “Meet North Car- 

‘Continued on page 24) 


‘Houston Story” (COL) 
“Inside Detroit” (COL) 
“James Dean Story” (WB) 
“Joe Dakota’ (U) 

“The Lineup” (COL 

“Man in the Shadow” (U) 
“Man on th® Prowl” (UA) 
“Miss Sadie Thompson” (COL) 
“Monkey on My Back” (UA) 


“The Muager” (UA) 
“New Orleans” (UA) 
Uncensored” (Fox 


“No Time to Be Young” (COL 
Pete Kelly's Blues” (WB 
‘Problem Girls” (COL) 
“Pushover” (Col) 
“Rebel Without a Cause” 
Reprisal” (COL) 
“Rice the High Iron” (COL 
“Rumble on the Docks” (COL) 
“Run of the Arrow” (U) 
“Running Wild” (U 
Satellite in the Skv” 
Mutiny” (COL) 
Screaming Mimi” (COL) 
‘Shadow on the Window” (COL) 
“Slaughter on 10th Avenue” (Ll 
“Slave Girl” (U) 


(WB) 


WB 


Savage 


“Somebody Up There Likes Me” 
Metro) 

“Something of Value (Metro) 

“Stand at Apache River” (U) 

“Storm Center” (COL) 

Story of Mankind” (WB 

“The Stranse One” (COL) 

“Sweet Smell of Success” (UA) 

“Teenage Crime Wave” (COI 


“Tijuana Story” (COL) 


“True Story of Lynn Stuart” (COL 


“27th Dav” (COL) 
Untamed Youth” (WB) 
Voodoo Tiger” (COL) 

“White Squaw” (COL) 

“The Wild One” (COL) 

“The Wild Party’ (PAR) 


“Woman in a 
(Asso. Brit.) 
i“Young Don’t Cry 


Dressing Gown" 


” (COL) 


> 





, ends virtiall, 
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Cartel’ Ideas of Europeans 


Big Fear-Phobia With Yankee 
Film Leaders Re Biz Problems 


In the 
motion 


shrinking 
picture 
tries of various 


world of the 
producing indus- 
nations are seek- 
ing common ground on which to 
tackle the problems confronting 
them. To an unprecedented de- 


gree, attempts are being made to 
achieve “international contact” 
and to reach “international solu- 
tions.” 

The Americans, who form so vi- 
tal a part of the international mo- 
tion picture business, find them- 
selves in an odd position via-a-vis 
these nations Partly this is so 
because the basic structure and 
commercial concept in Hollywood 


differ radically from 
industries elsewhere 
because the Am 
tioned to 


that of film 
Partly it is 
ericans are condi- 
distrust “joint” action 


and arbitrary “protective” de- 
cisions 
Yet, the pressures from abroad 


to get together 
with a sen 
forged of 


and face the future 
iblance of unity—a unity 
necessity and the reali- 
zation that some of the most press- 
ing problems facing the motion 
picture are international—are con- 
ble. The Yanks want to co- 
operate, vet they know that, while 
the merehand'se they peddle is ba- 

cally the same. the resemblance 
with the celluloid 
TY F'aunts All 


sidera 


The hie, bl-ck cloud over all film 
industries todav is television. With 
a band of unity already holding 
them tovether in the form of de- 
veloping Furonean Common Mar- 
ket. the Britich. French, Italians 
and Germans feel they can tackle 
the tv threat tovzether. mostly via 
acreed meacvres to withhold films 
from ty Thev're also worried 
about taxe rentals, economies, 
subsidies et 

Fssentially these are the same 
problems feced by Hollywood, and 
the similarity is misleading sorne 
in Eurone to the point where they 
feel that there are joint solutions. 


The trouble is that whereas Euro- 
peans acvent Government interfer- 
ence that comes with Government 
handouts. the Americans are flatly 
onposred to havine Washington en- 
ter the pictrvre excent where the 
auestion of national prestige 
abrord arices 
Ta Evrenears. the concept 
of the eortel and of arbitrary 
limit-tion is eecentable. To 
Amer'cars it leaves a sour 
taste because on past 
Occavions these very methods 
have been reed in an attempt 
to squreve the Yanks out of 
the market. 
On the ley 
desired 
been m 


nartly: 


‘| of production, the 
international contact has 
ade and effective ways of 
Continued on page 21) 


Geo. Weltner. Anti- Gabber 
Males With Floquence 
Mn Danny Kaye Tour 


Ge Weltner, Paramount's 
v.p. in charze of global distribu- 
tion, didn’t go so far as to risk his 


rcputation as one of the most re- 
ticent execs in the film business. 
When he has something important 
to sav } ved tae from doing it 
publicly as it might benefit the 
competition: when he has nothing 
important he prefers to keep 
quiet 

But he with a re- 
sound off on 
person of Danny 
Kave Weltner confined the con- 
versation to this one topic but with 
rare enthusiasn Never in his 35 
vears in the picture business has 
he seen a personality make with 
the showmanship as did Kaye, said 
Weltne: 

In his just-concluded tour in be- 


did sit down 
porter this week to 
subiert. the 


half of the Par release of “The 
Five Pennies’ and Dot Records, 
Kaye “did an inspiring, unrelent- 


ing job of invratiating himself and 

the entire industry with the press 

and the public—the like of which 
(Continued on page 17) 
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Womar Obsessed — 
(COLOR—C'SCOPE) 


Teary meller with action for 
males, sentiment for females. 
Satisfactory b.o. 


Hollywood, May 22. 
Twentieth Fox productien and release. 
Stars Susan Hayward, Stephen Boyd; co- 








stars Barbara Nichols. Producer-writer, 
Sydney Boehm. Directed by Henry Hatha- 
way. Screenplay basee on the novel by 
John Mantley; camera, William C. Mellor; | 
music, Hugo Friedhofer; editor, Robert 
Simpson. Previewed at the studio, May 
19, ’59. Running time, 103 MINS. 


. Susan Hayward 
Re Stephen Boyd | 
.. Barbara Nichols | 


Mary Sharron .. 
Fred Carter 
Mayme Radzevitch 


OP re Dennis Holmes 
Dr. Gibbe@ .....-cseseces Theodore Bikel | 
Sgt. Le Moyne coessee SOB Seat 
Henri James Philbrook 


Florence ‘fac Michael | 


— Gibbs 
an Campbell 


—, ine 
Mrs. Campbell - Mary Carroll | 
Officer Follette . Fred Graham | 
Ticket Taker Mike Lally 


In “Woman Obsessed,” the haz- 
ards faced by the principals in- 
clude, in fairly rapid success, forest 
fire, blizzard, cyclonic rains and 
near-drowning in quicksand. This | 
in addition to assorted sluggings | 
and a miscarriage. 

Sydney Boehm’s production for 
20th-Fox is frankly a melodrama. | 
Henry Hathaway's direction keeps | 
the action coming, and plays | 
against it with a steady strumming 
on sentiment that seems fairiy cer- | 
tain to disso!ve female audiences. | 

Susan Hayward portrays a young 
widow in  Boehm’s_ screenplay, 
which is based on a novel by John 
Mantley. It is set in contemporary | 
northeastern Canada. Miss Hay- 
ward marries Siephen Bcyd after | 
he comes to help her on her farm | 
when her husband is killed. 

Boyd is an inarticulate rough- 
neck whose personal background 
leads him to smacking Miss Hay- 
ward and her young son, Dennis 
Holmes, around. He means well, | 
but he’s a little too handy with the | 
open palm and the crude psychoi-} 
ogy. The film ends with Miss Hay- 
ward understanding Boyd, and he} 
her, and the chi:d forgiving both. ' 

The film is a throwback, in a} 
way, to the days of motion pic- 
ture drama when stories were told | 
in bold strokes, filled in with vivid | 
and dee-hued colors. Although it) 
does not resemble “Imitation of | 
Life” in any way, there is the same 
direct, simple approach. It is not 
thoughtful drama, wut it is absorb- 
ing melodrama. 

Hathaway's direction plunges the 
spectator directly into the heart of | 
the excitement in the opening} 
scenes. With only a few lines of! 
dialog, the story is under way and 
running. Hathaway's handling of} 





the forest fire scenes and other 
natural disasters, are especially | 
adroit. 

Miss Hayward, who scems to be 
the only actress around today | 





whose eyes really blaze on occa- 
sion, has plenty of room to act in; 
this kind of story and delivers con- 
vincingly. Boyd, a!though h’s role 
is something bewildering, does his 
most effective work to date. Young | 
Dennis Holmes real charmer, 
and Hathaway hos previded pienty | 


isa 


of footage to show it. Others in 
the cast who contribute include 
Theodore Bikel, Ken Scott, Bar- 


bara Nichols, Florence MacMichae} 
and Arthur Franz. 

William C. Mellor’s photography 
is good, and Hugo Friedhofer has 





provided a lusty score. Powe. | 
. ‘s a . | 
Gisantis 
Mediocre Science Fantasy. 
Dim b.o. 
onnumumneaet | 
} 
Hollywood, May 22. | 
Warner Bros. release of Toho prodac- 
tion. Produced by Tomoyuki Tanaka. | 
Directed by Motoyoshi Odo. Screenplay, | 
Taseo Murata and Sigeaki Hidaka; cam- | 
MY special photographic 
buray special effects, 
Hiroshi Mukoyama and 
Me hi d American version: Pro- 
ducer Paul Schreibman director-film 
editor, Hugo Grimaldi. Previewed at the 
May 21, ‘59. Running time, 78 


studio 


Hiroshi Koizumi | 
Setsuko Wakayama 
Mindru Chiaki 


Tsukioka 
Hedemi 
Kobayashi 


“Gigantis,” subtitled “The Fire 
Monster,” is a Japanese-made film 


|ing thing about 


fectly happy. Of course that 
wouldn't have made much of a 
picture, but then as things turned 
out, it didn’t anyway. 

The Japanese miniature work is 


remarkably good. Scenes of the | 


dinosaur-like animal crunching his 
way through houses, traffic 


and exciting. But the film spends 
very little time with Gigantis, and 
spends more with the humans in- 
volved. Although the dubbing is 
adequate to an understanding of 
the action, the language is often 
ill-chosen, even granting the spe- 
cial intricacies of adapting dialog 
to fit lip movement. The use of the 
phrase “banana oil,” as a term of 
derision, for instance, while arrest- 
ing, does not have exactly the audi- 
ence effect intended. Powe. 


Serenade Einer Grossen 
“iebe 
(Serenade of a Big Love) 
(GERMAN—COLOR—SONGS) 
Berlin, May 19. 
Constantin release of Corona prouduc- 
tion Stars Mario Lanza and Johanna von 
Koczian; features Zsa Zsa Gebor, 
Kasznar, Hans Soehnker. 
Rudy Mate. Screenplay. 
camera (Technicolor), Aldo Tonti; music, 
Georgie Stoll; editors, Gene Ruggiero and 
Peter Zinner. At Zoo Palast, Berlin. Run- 
ning time, 97 MINS. 
Tony Costa és 
Christa Bruckner. . 
Albert Bruckner 
Gloria de Vaduz . 
Ladislas Tabory .. 


Mario Lanza 
Johanna von Koczian 
Hans Soehnker 
Zsa Zsa_Gabor 
Kurt Kasznar 











EE nv cnc cveredencuuss Annie Rosar 
St EE wt cdueuusawod Walter Rilla 
This is first German-language 


Mario Lanza film but won't be the 
last one since Berlin's CCC (Ar- 
thur Brauner) has him under con- 
tract for at least three pix. “Sere- 
nade,” since it was produced by a 


| German (Corona) outfit, is called 


a German film here. 
However, it’s also much of an 
American pic. Metro contributed 


the lion’s share of the financial ' 


costs and also has (except the Ger- 
man language-areas and Benelux 
countries) world rights. It em- 
ployed five U.S. key men: director 
Rudy Mate, screenwriter Andrew 
Solt, music director Georgie Stoll 
and the two chief cutters, Gene 


| Ruggiero and Peter Zinner. Viewed 


here, it seems to have as much 
chance in the U.S. as some other 
Lanza vehicles. 

In many respects, it’s more of a 
German film. The most disappoint- 
“Serenade” is its 
story. It teems with sentimentality 
banalities aad old-fashioned situa- 
tions. Admittedly, the story may 
not piay too big a role in a Mario 
Lanza film, where one expects 
music in the first place, but oddly 
enough, the makers scem to have 


dedicated much to dramatic inci- 
dents. 

Story centers around a cele- 
brated U.S. singer ‘Lanza) who 


falls in love with a deaf girl. Love 
surmounts all difficulties and the 
girl eventually gets back her hear- 
ing. 

Main value is Lanza’s_ voice 
of-which he makes substantial use 
Lineup of songs includes “Come 
Prima,” “Oh, Capri,” “I Love You’ 


(Grieg), “O Sole Mio,” “Ritorna 
Vincitor,” “La Donna e mobile,’ 
i“Ave Maria,” “Vesti La Giubba” 


and the laugh trio from “Cosi Fan 
Tutte.” 

The Technirama-Technicolor pho- 
tography is quite good. There are 
some beautiful shots of Salzburg 
Rome and Capri. Other technical 





standards are satisfying. Ha 
Marie-Orctobre 


(FRENCH) 
Paris, May 19. 

Pathe release of Orex-Abbey-S.F.-Doxa 
Films production. Stars Danielle Darrieux; 
features Serge Reggiani, Bernard Blier, 
Daniel Ivernel, Paul Guera, Paul Meurisse, 
Noel Roquevert, Lino Ventura. Directed 
by Julien Duvivier. Screenplay, Jacaues 
Robert Henri Jeanson: camera, Robert 
Le Febvre; editor, Martha Poncin. At 
Marignan, Paris. Running time, 100 MINS. 





| Marie Danielle Darrieux 
Rogier Serge Reggiani 
Simoneau Bernard Blier 
Priest Paul Guers 
Renaud Paul Meurisse 
Van Dan Noel Roquevert 





Nine men and a woman, 15 years 
after the war, who had been in 
the same underground setup, meet 
to unmask one of them who had 
betrayed their leader during the 
war. Pic keeps the unity of time, 


— Pg age d here by Warner | place and action and stakes all on 
ros. is an inept and tedious dialogue, some suspense and 
attempt at an exploitation film of | characterization. 

the science fantasy variety. The| Obviously influenced by “12 
Japanese have made some 004 | angry Mon ” this locks _ AP 
ones of this type, but “Gigantis” | < alate ‘ oie ie nainies 
is not one of them. It is likely to | 2%4 sting of the other. It is slickly 


have rough sledding even in situa- 
tions normally devoted to this 
brand of film. 

The title refers to a pre-historic 
monster re-activated off the coasts 
of Japan by atomic blasts in the 
Pacific. Stirred from the deep 
sleep, he crashes out of the ocean 
to begin ravaging the Japanese 
city of Osaka. The film gives the 
impression that if he had been 
left alone instead of being deviled 
by man, he would have been per- 


made but wanting in penetrating 
characterization. Its inferences 
and occupation talk make this 
| primarily a local entry possibility 
with overseas chances limited on 


and | 
high-tension wires are interesting | 


The Mysterians 
(WIDESCREEN-COLOR) 


Well-produced but loaded with 
science-fiction cliches. Will 
stand up under heavy exploita- 
tion, and b.o. could be good. 





Metro release of a Toho Production. 
Produced by Tamoyuki Tanaka. Directed 
by Inoshiro Honda. Screenplay, Takeshi 
Kimura, from an original Jojiro Okami 
story adapted by Shigeru Kayama; cam- 
era, Hajime Koizumi; editor, BHiroichi 
Iwashita; music Akaira Ifukube; special 
effects, Eiji Tsuburaya. Previewed at the 
Academy Theatre, May 15, ’59. Running | 
time, 87 MINS | 
Joji Atsumi Kenji Sahara | 
Etsuko Shiraishi Yumi Shirakawa | 
Hiroko Momoko Kochi 
Ryoichi Shiraishi Akihiko Hirata | 
Dr. Adachi Takashi Shirmura 


Susumu Fujita 
Hisaya Ito 
Yoshio Kosugi 
Fuyuki Murakami 
Minosuke Yamada 


Commander Morita 
Captain Seki 
Commander Sugimoto 
Dr. Kawanami 
General Hamamoto 


As corny as it is furious, “The 
Mysterians”’ red-blooded phan- | 
tasmagoria—made in Japan and 





1S 


dedicated to those undiscerning | 
enough to be taken in by its} 
hokum. While Junior may be 
moved by the arrival of outer- 


space gremlins, big brother and all | 
like him will laugh their heads off. 
Metro can take advantage of both 
and by soaking the Toho Produc- 
tion’s special effects with its own 
special exploitation, the returns 
could be admirable. 

“Mysterians” in color and 
widescreen with production values | 
comparable to those in high-budget 
Americah pictures. The special ef- 
fects involving sliding land, quak-/ 
ing earth and melting mortars are 
realistically accomplished, proving 
the facility with which the Japanese 
filmmakers deal in miniatures. 
But, as has been the misfortune of 
more than one Hollywood science- 
fiction entry, the omnipresent ro- 
bot monster so outlandish, it 
draws more snickers than gasps. 

Mysterians are superior beings 
from the planet Mysteroid which 
has been destroyed by nuclear 
warfare. The Buck Rogers atmos- 
phere in which they land on Earth 
leads Japanese scientists to doubt 


is 


1s 


their intentions, and though the 
intruders claim they want only a 


small parcel of land as a base for 
exploration (plus a few femmes to} 














help procreate a normal genera- | 
tion), the Earthmen suspect more 
ambitious desires are in store. The 
Japanese set up an offense that 
would stagger a Juggernaut, but 
the Mysterians drill forward. At 
this point en A rican blurts, 
“Good news! Good news! The 
United States has developed a ma- 
chine that w ” And, sure 
enough it does 

Metro lists tr > credit for the 
creation of this plot—original story 
by Jojiro Okami, adaptation by 
Shigeru Kay 1 al reenplay 
by Takes K Dubbed into 
English Pete Riethof and 
Carlos Montalba ‘s understand- 
able enon ( might easily 
believe somethin was lost in 
translation. T uki Tanaka pro- 
duced a I ro Honda di- 
rected, with k f 1 s ecial 
effects dire Eiji Tsuburaya, 
cinematogra r Hajime Koizumi 
and ¢ Ak Ifukube. 

The cast- om Kenj ihara to 
Minosuke Yam: sn't intended 
to sell many Yankee tickets 

Ron, 
Caivpse 
(ITALIAN—FRENCH) 
(Color—Scope) 
Rome, May 19. 

_Cineriz release of » Enalpa (Rome) 
Filinsonor (Pa production. Features 
Cy Grant. Sally Ne Luise Bennett, Carl 
ton Gumbs, I Sav Didier Petrus 
and E. W linte Yirected by Franco 
Rossi. Golfie: Coloar Leonardo Ben- 
venuti. Camera stmancolor-Totalscope), 
Pierludovico P. Music, A. F avag- | 
nino. Edit Mario Serandrei. At Galleria, | 
Rome. Running time, 95 MINS. | 
Peter Cy Grant 
Resy Sally. Neal | 
Martha Louise Bennet 
Cicero . Carlton Gumbs 
Grandpa 2aul Savain 
Washington Didier Petrus 
Rick W. E. Minto 


Colorful locationer with princi- 
pal appeal for lovers of the calypso 
rhythm a in its natural 











habitat. This has some exploitation | 
appeal which will help it to spotty | 
export interest 

Thin stor ne is generally a 
pretext to frame various insular 
song and dance manifestations, 
| which are film’s main attraction, 


jits prolonged talkiness except for | 


some arty house situations. 
| Acting is good brt cr 
|are too one-dimension’| to 
| for accomplished e:7cuion. Direc 
j tion is smart birt without the 
build up the 


allow 


needed warmth to 
;necessary suspense, 
|eredits are good. 


though there’s an attempt at an 
offbeat miscegenation angle—mu- 
latto family in film at one point 
seeks a white husband for a daugh- 
ter in order to insure her social 
standing. Remainder of footage is 
replete with bouncy, often sugges- 
tive dances, cockfights, island tra- 
ditions. as well as a healthy dosage | 
of calypso music, well orchestrated 


by A. F. Lavagnino. | 
Cy Crant and Sally Neal a bit 
sel'- iously play the leads| 


while a host of colorful characters | 


|} one on the lot 


made up of local tunes and the 
aforementioned orchestration by 
Lavagnino is a decided plus. Other 
credits okay. Hawk. 


Ereole e la Regina di 
Lidia 
(Hercules and Queen of Lydia) 
(dTALO—FRENCH) 
(Color—Scope) 





Rome, May 19. 
elease of a Lux-Galatea-Lux 
co-production Stars Steve 
Reeves; feaft Ssivia Koscina, Sylvia 
Lopez, Primo Carnera, Patrizia della 
Rovere, Gabriele Antonini, Carlo D’An- 
gelo, Sergio Fantoni, Mimmo Palmara. 
Directed by Pietro Francisci. Story and 
screenplay, Francisci and Ennio de Con- 
cini Camera (Eastmancolor-Dyaliscope), 
Mario Bava. Music, Enzo Masetti. Editor, 


Lux Film 
de France 


res 


Mario Serandrei. At Adriano, Rome. Run- 
ning time, 105 MINS. 
Hercules Steve Reeves 
Queen of Lydia Sylvia Lopez 
ole Sylvia Koscina 
Ulysses Gabriele Antonini | 
Penelope Patricia della Rovere 
Antheus Primo Carnera | 
Second item in the successful | 
“Hercules” eries finds the same 
author-director team mixing sim-|} 


ilar ingredients to good effect, 
promising fine returns in the ex- 
ploitation-spectacle niche. Export 
chances are equally goed for 
dubbed versions in most countries. 

Handsome and muscular Steve 
Reeves once more portrays the har- 


| ried Hercules in his various myth- 


ological and fictional adventures, 
this time principally involving the 
beautiful but 
of Lydia. She keeps him enslaved 
via repeated dose of a magic potion 
Also features are a battle between 


Hercules and the giant Antheus, 
appropriately played by Primo 
Carnera, as well as some well- 


staged battles. dance, fights with 
leopards and a generous sprinkling 
of amorcus interludes. These last- 


named, linked with lightweight 
garbing of most principals, make 
the pic highly exploitable. 
Thesping all along the line is 
competent in the required broad 
manner. Costumes and sets are rich 
and colorful while lensing in stu- 
dio or on locations takes full ad- 
vantage of the spectacular ingre- 
dients at hand Hawk. 


La ¢(uearacha 
(MEXICAN-COLOR) 
Cannes, May 19. 

















Cimex rele Rodrieuez production 
Stars Maria Felix Pedro Armendariz 
Dolores De R tures. Emilio Fer- 
nendez, | . est Antonio Aguilar 
Directed by Is | Rodrieuez. Screenplay 
Jose Prad Ricar Garibay. Jose Celis; 
camera (Eastn l Gabriel Figueroa; 

Lavist 4t Cannes Film Fest 

ining time, 89 MINS. 
fefucio Maria Felix 
Chal Dolores Del Rio 
Valer Ped ri 
4 n.o Emilio fF nandez 

The Mex 1 revolution back- 
gre Cs at f a manly peasant 
ger al torn en a hard femme 
warrior and a more sedate widow 
He finally chooses the latter bu 
leaves a chil ith the former be- 
fore dying and ieaving the two 
women t ] B in the revolu- 
tion togeth 

‘feeling fe e and place is 
only fei ( tio is con- 
ventional, \ t thesping only 
adequate. It’s slanted r only 
Spar ur spots in the U.S 
It is a pass western in calibre 

Mosk 
Profile of Kar 
tile p 
aaa COMntinved from page 3 Geman 
responsibilities not lightly, but 
easily. It is the ease of an execu- 
tive trainéd to delegate execution 


of tasks and secure in the belief 
his associates will follow through 

“Jack doesn’t fret about things,” 
says an ass ate. “He does things. 
He makes his decisions and then 
sticks to them.” 

His choice by 


oc 


Paramount prexy 
Barney Balaban to succeed Y. 
Frank Freeman administrative 
head of the studio was a popular 
Although Karp has 
been purposely anonymous outside 
the Paramount organization, he is 
well-known and liked within the 
framework of the company. There’s 
an air of casual, brief efficiency 
about his office, but it is not cold 

“The motion 
will be important cnes,” he says. 
“They’re going to be the kind that 
sell. The boxeffice potential for 
every picture must be related, 
though to the cost of the picture. 
We must do that first, then we 
won't get into trouble. We are re- 
ceptive to ideas, to people. The 
studio doors are wide open. That 
you can stress. That you can em- 
phasize. If I weren’t confident that 





as 








| we can, I wouldn't have taken this } 


job.” 
Summing up, Karp, the legal- 
trained, philosophical man of busi- 


treacherous Queen | 


pictures we make | 





ee 





—— 





=m Continued from page 4 Raa 


|lease and manage theatres in Mar- 
shall, Tex. 

At this time a theatre chain 
moved into the same town, and 
was crowding out Cole’s operation, 
so he traded his theatre to another 
| circuit for a half-interest in Green- 
| ville, Tex., theatres. However, he 
was eventually crowded out there 
| by the same theatre chain that in- 
vaded Marshall, which forced the 
|selling out of theatre interests in 
Greenville and Ranger and 
}prompted the move to Bonham, 
| Tex., where Cole once owned four 
exhibition houses. 

These troubles gave him the im- 
|petus for organizing the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Texas 
|into a nationwide organization. In- 
formed by John N. (Cactus Jack) 
|Garner, then heading the Demo- 
|cratic party in Congress, that he 
|should organize a national group, 
Cole went to Will Hays, film czar 
at that time. Hays gave him the 
names of others interested in such 
a movement—including two stal- 
warts, H. M. Richey and Al Steffes, 
who barnstormed the country with 
Cole. 

From these efforts emerged the 
Allied States Assn. of Motion Pic- 
ture Exhibitors, with Absam F, 
Myers heading the new organiza- 
tion. Several regional units were 
formed and the Texas group, with 
Cole as president and board chair- 
man, for a long period was a vital 
cog in the national operation. 

The Allied States national cone 
vention here in November, 1956, 
was dedicated to Col. Cole “for his 
40 years of devotion to the motion 
picture industry and the Allied As- 
sociation.” However, in 1957 Cole 
resigned from all interests in Al- 
lied, with a blast at the member- 
ship for lack of participation. He 
had served as regional and nation- 
| al president and board chairman of 
| National Allied until his 1957 re- 
| tirement. 
| With R. 





J. O'Donnell, 
eral manager of Interstate The- 
atres, Cole organized and served 
as co-chairman of the directors’ 
board of the Texas Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organizations (Texas 
COMPO He conceived the idea 
of ‘““Movietime in Teasas,” and saw 
it spread nationally to a selling 
slogan of “Movietime, U. S. A.” 

N married, Cole is survived 
by five neces and three nephews, 


V.p.-gen- 


‘ver 








ee 


Jack Warner 


Continued from page 3 ews 


business of Warner Bros. and like 
questions,” the vice chancellor 
said he believes that the “relief 
sought should be granted 

“This case, which in other 
phases is concerned with grave 


jurisdictional questions 
other defendant 
for 


involving 
s, will not be ready 


for trial some time,” the vice 
chancellor said I am also satis- 
fied that Mr. Warner's commit- 


ments including those having to co 
with national defense will keep 
him fully occupied until mid- 
August. He offers to present him- 
self in New York on Aug. 17 at no 
expense to plaintiff for the giving 
of his deposition as an individual 
defendant and president of 
Warner Bros. Pictures Inc.1 con- 
sider this offer a fair and reason- 
able adjustment of plaintiff's legi- 
timate rights and defendant’s reae 
sonable request not to be unnecese 
| Sarily pressed during a particularly 


as 


busy period in his business and 
public life.” 
The vice chancellor has under 


advisement a motion by individual 
defendants Benjamin Kalmenson, 
Herman Starr, Wolfe Cohen, and 
Steven Trilling to dismiss the ace 
tion for lack of jurisdiction. 


British Films 


=—=aaas Continued from page 3 — 


the British downbeat current 
provides ample proof of the need 
for the introduction of a 25% 
right of rejection on British pix, 
the same as applied to American 
films. They aver they should not 
be compelled to play a quota of 
British pix if their boxoffice value 
| is found to be nill. 

Generally opinion is that a good 
British pie will generally win good 
| boxoffice here, but that British 
|producers recently have not been 











| populate the background. Film has| ness and service, says that in effect |making fare with general appeal, 


Technical | 


some fine location photography by | he is hanging out a sign for crea- | hence 


the popularity fadeaway 


P. L. Pavoni. The musical score! tive people reading: “Help wanted.” | Down Under. 
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‘te Amants’ Passes U.S. Customs 


French Wife’s Pickup Romance One Step Into U.S. 
Market—Bedroom Angles Even Riled France 





U.S. Customs has passed the 
French film, “Les Amants” (The 
Lovers), without cutting a foot 


It took Customs 
make up its 


from the picture. 
several months to 
mind. 

“Les Amants” is owned in the 
States by Don Frankel of Zenith 
Amusement Corp., who bought it 
for a reported $100,000. Picture 
has been a sensation in Europe 
where several countries, including 
Italy, banned it. It’s directed by 
Louis Malle 

Next hurdle for the film is the 
N. Y. censor. “Les Amants” tells 
the story of a married woman who 
picks up with a stranger, brings 








Lone Star Dog-Starrer 
Dallas, May 26. 

Production of “My Dog, 
Buddy” was scheduled to get 
underway on Monday (25) at 
McLendon Radio Pictures 500 
acre Cielo Studios on the 
shores of Lake Dallas, per 
Gordon McLendon, prez. Lon- 
don, dog star of “The Littlest 
Hobo,” will have the title role 
in the pic. 

Ray Kellogg will direct the 
pic, which is based on an orig- 
inal screen story he wrote, 
Ken Curtis will produce. 





_—_—____— 
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him home and has an affair with e 9 
z arles Chaplin 
In the end, she leaves husband | 


and child to go off with her lover 
though already sensing that 
affair won't last. 


the lady's bedroom. Scene where | 
the woman goes to cover up her 
child before going to bed with her 
lover in the adjoining room has 
roused objections even in France 
and reportedly has been dropped 
from the export print of the film. 

It appears doubtful that “Les 
Amants” will reach the N. Y. cen- 
sor prior to the “Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover” decision which is pending 
in the U.S. Supreme Court, and 
which could have a far-reaching 
impact on the operations of the 
N. Y. bluepencillor. “Les Amants” | 
is currently being titled. 





Simonelli Joins Chiding 
Of Wald for UA Slap 
While Attacking Max 


Producer Jerry Wald was cen- 
sured last week by Charles Simon- | 
elli, chairman of the MPAA ad-pub 
directors committee, for making 
misleading statements in regard to 
United Artists’ contribution to the 
Academy Awards telecast. 

In a letter to Wald, Simonelli 
reminded Wald that UA’s Roger 
Lewis had worked long and hard 
on the merchandising and public 
relations campaign for the Awards 
telecast and that he had had many 
meetings, along with Jerry Pick- 
man of Paramount, to work out 
details both with Academy per- 
sonnel and with NBC. 

“It is difficult for me to under- 
stand your utter lack of recogni- | 
tion of United Artists’ contribu- 
tion to the success of the overall | 
Academy project,” Simonelli | 
wrote. “Certainly Roger repre-| 
sented United Artists and had the | 
full endorsement of his actions by | 
his immediate superior, Max 
Youngstein. These actions not} 
only represented Roger's time and | 
devotion to the Academy event, | 
but also United Artists’ willingness | 
to participate in member expendi- | 
tures which were so necessary for | 
the success of the merchandising | 
and public relations campaign.” | 

Wald. who’s been feuding with 
Youngstein over the Awards tele- 
cast, had said that “United Artists 
was the worst offender in failing 
to lend assistance in the assembly 
of the television event.” Simonelli | 
said this statement was “parficu- 
larly misleading as it tended to} 
make the reader believe that 
United Artists made little or no 
contribution in connection with the 
recent Academy Awards telecast.” | 











Fisherman’ to Rivoli, N.Y. 


Deal was set this week for the 
premiere of “The Big Fisherman,” 
Rowland V. Lee’s 70m production. | 
at New York's Rivoli Theatre, with | 
specific date yet to be determined. | 

Film, financed by Walt Disney | 
and being released through Dis- | 
ney’s Buena Vista outfit, will be | 
shown on a reserved-seat basis at | 
roadshow scales and 10 perform-| 
ances per week will be given. Top 
players are Howzrd Keel, Susan | 
Kohner, John Saxon, Martha Hyer | 
and Herbert Lom 


| sixth 


Having settled his tax problems 
with Uncle Sam, Charlie Chaplin 
is having an amazing renaissance 
in the New York metropolitan 
area. Two of his oldies—the silent 
“The Gold Rush” and with-sound 
“Modern Times”—are racking up 
producers of multi-million dollar 
newies green with envy. 

After running for three weeks at 





the 
Picture contains 0 me Cc 
a highly erotic final 20 minutes in| 


| get 
| back 


a neighborhood Queens, N. Y. the- | 


atre, the Inwood, backed by heavy 
newspaper space, “The Gold Rush” 
shifted to an exclusive N. Y. run 
at the Grande Theatre, a nabe 
house on E, 86th St. Grande, 
which upped its admission price 
to 99c for matinees and $1.80 for 
evenings, tallied sock weekend 
business, scoring for the Friday to 


| tances 


Sunday stanza double what it has | 


averaged for a week during the 
past five years. 

At the same time, “Modern 
Times,” playing at the Plaza, east- 
side art house, is running near 
capacity in its third week. The 
opening week's take for the house 
was a record $23.700. Lopert Films, 
the United § Artists’ 
which is releasing “Modern Times,” 
is planning to open the film at 
the Victoria Theatre on Broadway 


for simultaneous eastside-westside 


runs, 

“The Gold Rush” is being re- 
leased by Film Masterpieces, a 
Washington, D. C. outfit. The lat- 
ter originally released “Modern 
Times” to the Inwood and Lopert 
obtained a court injunction to half 
the showing. Litigation is current- 


CHANGED MOTIVE 
ON REMITTANCES 


By FRED HIFT 


Recent emergence of the French 
franc as a “hard” currency is seen 
changing a situation under which 
French producers have been hesi- 
tant to remit back to France their 
dollar earnings in the States. 

According to the French Centre 
National du Cinema, monies _re- 
mitted back to France in 1958 
amounted te $900,000. This com- 
pares to an $8,000,000 distribution 
gross on French pictures in the 





U. S. in the same year. It's fig- 
ured that the least amount that 
should have 

$2,500,000. 


been remitted is | al Di ib 0K | 
Tec YN « .' = — , are 
Question of what happens to the | { 0 istri S Zsa Zsa Gabor and Orson Welles. 


revenues of French producers in 
the States has never been satis- 
factorily answered. The only thing 
that’s obvious till now is that a 
very large part of it never finds 
its way back to France despite the | 
fact that under the French film 
aid law a producer gains certain 
advantages in repatriating his 
overseas earnings. It used to be 
that these advantages ceased on 
amounts over 100,000,000 fr. Even 
this has now been corrected. 
With the double incentive of the 
“hard” franc and the improved 
“bonus” setup under the aid law, 


the type of business that is making | it's expected that French produc- 


ers now will actually be eager to 
as much money as possible 
to France where, with the 
common market looming as a boon 
to French industry, it can be fa- 
vorably invested. 

In France today, the black mar- 
ket rate for the franc is actually 
below the official rate. Also, the 
French recently announced their 
dollar reserves have hit over the 
$1,000,000,000 mark. Among other 
things, this spells eased remit- 
for U.S. film companies 
operating in France. 





Veepcy for J. B. Golden 


| casting-Paramount 


subsidiary | 


ly taking place as to which com-| 


pany has the rights to. release the 
Chaplin oldies. 

The silent film is being accom- 
panied by a taped music back- 
ground at the Grande. House 
hoped to obtain a piano player but 
Local 802 of the musicians union 
has no scale for that category, ac- 
cording to a spokesman for the 
theatre. 


THIS IS THE ‘LIFE’ 
UNIVERSAL FANCIES 


Universal's “Imitation of Life,” 





jin release for only six weeks, has 


racked up $1,400,000 in film rent- 


|als. Take, according to the com- 


pany, is already more than the en- 
tire domestic gross of the original 


|version of the Fannie Hurst story 


released 25 years ago. 

According to sales chief Henry 
H. Martin, the picture is currently 
rolling up the longest holdover en- 
gagements in the history of the 
company. It is currently in its 10th 
week at the Roosevelt in Chicago, 
week at the Roxy in New 
York, eighth week at the Mayfair 
in Baltimore and Fulton in Pitts- 
burgh, and finished seven weeks 
plus two extra weeks moveover in 
Los Angeles. 





Alfred N. Sack, of Sack Amuse- 
ment Enterprises, owner and oper- 
ator of the Coronet Theatre, Dallas, 
in serious condition under an oxy- 
gen tent at Baylor Hospital, follow- 
ing a heart attack. 


Jerome B. Golden, secretary and 
general counsel of American Broad- 
Theatres since 
January, 1958, has been given his 
V.p. epaulets. 

Golden has been with AB-PT in 
its legal department and with the 
former parent organization, Para- 
mount Pictures, since 1939. 


Cannes Comment: Hollywood Purblind 
On Build-Up for Fresh Faces 





Kaye May Dub Self 


Paramount and Danny Kaye 
are considering the idea of 
having the actor dub in his 
own voice on the songs he ren- 
ders in “Five Pennies” for 
certain foreign market areas. 

Dialog is to be dubbed by 
nationals as per custom. If 
the plan materializes Kaye 
will be seen and heard sing- 
ing in French, Italian, German 
and Spanish. 











New Rental Pact was on a European tour anyway. 


ANICA, the Italian producer- 
distributor organization of which 


the American film companies are | 


members, has ratified a new agree- 
ment with AGIS, the Italian ex- 
hibitor organization, covering film 


rental terms for the seasons of 
1959-60 and 1960-61. There is 
every expectation that the thea- 


tremen will give their final ap- 
proval also 

Ratification by ANICA was sub- 
ject to a waiver by both ANICA 
and AGIS relating to “excep- 


tional” films which can be sold for | 
whatever the distributor can get. | 


Each company is allowed one such 


| picture a year. 


Under the formal agreement, 
distribs can sell all their films at 
45°>, which represents a compro- 
mise from the prior pact under 
which 25° of the product could 
be sold at 50° and the rest at 
40°. That deal also had a provi- 
sion for exceptional films, but 


|}such releases had to have the ap- 
|proval of a special AGIS-ANICA 


committee. In effect, that com- 
mittee was never formally created. 

Under the new agreement, an 
exceptional film can be sold at 
60° provided the gross of the 
theatre has been double the gross 
for the corresponding quarter in 
the prior year. If AGIS and ANICA 
agree on a waiver from that 
provision, the picture can be sold 

(Continued on page 21) 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Hot Weather Melts Trade; ‘Hot’ Again Champ, 
‘Phillys’ Second, ‘Life’ 3d, ‘Dog’ 4th, ‘Room’ 5th 


Warmer weather in many key | 
cities covered by Variety is tak- | 
ing a toll at first-runs across the | 
country this session. The result is 
that the national business picture | 
currently is a very spotty one de-| 
spite the many new films which 
are just getting started. 

“Some Like It Hot” (UA) again 
is champ, taking first place for 
the fourth week in a row after 
being in No. 1 spot many sessions | 
previously. “Young Philadelphians” 
(WB), a newcomer, is taking sec- 
ond position. 

“Imitation of Life” (U), for 
weeks either first or in No. 2 slot, 
is winding up third. “Shaggy 
Dog” (BV) is finishing fourth 
same as a week ago. “Room At 
Top” (Cont) is landing fifth money 
as compared with seventh place 
last round. 

“Al Capone” (AA), is winding 
up sixth. It was third last session. 
“South Seas Adventure” (Cine- 
rama) will land seventh position. 
“Gigi” (M-G) is capturing eighth 
place. 

“Diary of Anne Frank” (2Cth), 
generally a disappointer, is man- 
aging enough coin to take ninth 
position. “Warlock” (20th) is tak- | 
ing 10th snot. “Alias Jesse James” | 
(UA) will finich 11th while “Shane” 
(Par) (reissue) rounds out the Top 
12 list. 

“Compulsion” (20th), “Watusi” | 
(M-G, a newie; and “World, Flesh | 
and Devii” (M-G), also a new- 
comer, are the runner-up films. | 

“It Happened To Jane” (Col) is! 





| Philadelphia. 


| (Magna), 


showing promise among the new- 
comers this round, It is strong in 
Boston and socko in Washington 
but only fair in Balto and okay in 
Frisco. “Man in Net” (UA) is quite 
disappointing on its showings 
currently in L.A., Washington and 
“Ask <Any Girl” 


* The American film 


industry's 
| failure to send to Cannes some of 
its young and new faces and to let 
them benefit from the consider- 
able international exposure which 
the film festival affords is one of 
| the more puzzling aspects of Hol- 
lywood’s attitude towards the Cote 
| d’Azure event. 

Yanks this year 

| pretty well, both in participation 
land star - wise “Compulsion.” 
| “Middle of the Night” and “Diary 
| of Anne Frank” were shown. Stars 
who attended included Edward G. 
Robinson, Kim Novak, Cary Grant, 
Rhonda Fleming, Millie Perkins, 


actually did 


But the only 
them was Miss 
didn't just 


“new” face among 
Perkins, and she 
come to Cannes, but 


What a good many American ob- 
servers at the fest were saying is 
that the U.S. industry could do it- 
self a lot of good in seeing to it 
that the imposing assemblage of 
journalists and photographers be 
used properly to get the names of 
some of the young American play- 
ers before the international audi- 
ence. 

There are two reasons why this 
would appear to be particularly 
important. First, the foreign mar- 
ket is becoming more vital than 
ever to the U.S. industry, and star 

(Continued on page 22 





Biberman, Jarrico Must 


| Stand Pre-Trial Quiz In 


| IPC Antitrust Actions 


Federal Judge Sidney Sugarman 
of the U. S. District Court for the 
Southern District of N. Y. last 
week ordered two former execu- 
tives of Independent Productions 
Corp. and IPC Distributors Inc. to 
submit themselves to pre-trial ex- 
amination as “managing agents” 
of the outfits 

Involved Herbert Biber- 
man and Paul Jarrico, former 
president and secretary-treasurer 
respectively of the two companies. 
They had resigned on acvice of 
counsel to avoid testifying in pre- 


were 


| trial depositions. 


Independent Productions Corp 
and IPC Distributors Inc. had 
brought an antitrust suit vs. Loew's 


|Inc. and others, asking $7,500,000 


|the defendants 


(M-G! is rated big opening session | 


at the N. Y. Music Hall. 

“Pork Chop Hill” (UA), which 
opens at the N. Y. Roxy this week, 
is rated nice in Chicago and fast 
in Detroit “South Pacific” 
still around in a few 
key cities, looks fine in Frisco and 
big in Toronto. 

“These 1,009 Hills” (20th), okay 
in Chi, looks mild in Frisco. 
“Sound and Fury,” also from 


| 20th-Fox, is rated big in Toronto. 


“Night To Remember” (Rank) 
shapes thin in Detroit and dull in 
K.C. 

“Windjammer” (NT), great in 
Minneapolis, looms’ hefty’ in 
Portland. “Horse’s Mouth” (Lo- 
pert) is brisk in Chi. “Naked Maja” 
(UA) is drab in K. C. and Louis- 


ville. 
“Horrors of Black Museum” 
(AI, nice in Detroit, shapes 


sturdy in Buffalo. “Mating Game” 
(M-G), slow in Providence, is big 
in Toronto and good in St. Louis. 
“Thunder in Sun” (Par), 
in Washington, looks meek in 
Providence and fairish in Cleve- 
land “Count Your’ Blessings” 
(M-G), good in Detroit, looms fair 

in Minneapolis. 
(Complete Boxoffice 
Pages 8-9) 


Reports on 


fair | 


{tional Pictures in 


Action charged 
with interfering 
with the production, distribution 
and exhibition of a film called 
“Salt of the Earth,” which Biber- 
man and Jarrico produced. Suit 
maintains that the alleged inter- 
ference was inspired by a desire 
of certain defendants to obstruct 
anyone seeking to employ certain 
“blacklisted” persons. This would 
include Biberman, Jarrico and 
writer Michael Wilson. Ali three 
have been named as members of 
the Communist party in testimony 
before the House Un-American 
Activities Committee. 

More than 100 defendants are 
named in the suit. They include, 
besides major distributors, exhibi- 
tors, film and soundtrack process- 
ors, trade organizations, labor 
union officials and a member ot the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee. 

In his decision, Judge Sugarman 
wrote that Biberman and Jarrico 
“are in a very real sense even now 
in the ‘employ’ of the plaintiffs, 
although formal ties are broken, 
It cannot be denied that they stand 
ready to serve the plaintiffs 
should the plaintiffs require their 
talents.” 


Remake of Doyle’s ‘World’ 


in treble damages. 





Hollywood, May 26. 
Irwin Allen has bought film 
rights to Conan Doyle’s “Lost 


World” 
indie production 
000 budget 

Original 


for reported $100,000 for 
carrying $3,000,- 
was shot by First Na- 
1924. 








8 PICTURE GROSSES 
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Philadelphians’ Hotsy $19,000 in L.A.; 
Dog’ Boff 296, 2d, ‘Net’ Dull 106, 
Room’ Sock 106, ‘Days Giant 226 


Los Angeles, May 26. 
First-runs here are on the spotty 
side currently with only a few 
entries showing real strength. 
“Shaggy Dog” still is standout with 
smash $29,000 in five theatres for 
second session. “Young Philadel- 


phians” is gandering a big $19,000 | 
at Hollywood Paramount, pacing | 


the new pix. 


“Watusi” shapes dim $12,000 in| 
a trio of situations. “Man in Net” | 
is dull $10,000 in same number of | 


theatres 


Of the holdovers. “Some Like It | 


Hot” is handsome in seventh Chi- 
nese stanza. “Room At Top” still 
is boffo with $10,000 in second 
Fine Arts round 

“Around World in 80 Davs” in 
closing (127th) frame at Carthay 
looks gigartie $22.009 or a bit oVer. 
“House on Haunted Hill” looms 
good $10.500 in two houses, second 
session 


Estimates for This Week 


Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 


(1.468: $1.40-$2.40!\—"Young Phila- 
delvhians” (WB). Big $19.000. Last 
week, “Count Your Blessings” 
M-G) (3d wk-9 days), $6,200. 
Orpheum, Warner Beverly, 
Vocue Metronolitan - SW -FWC) 
(2.213: 1,612: 825; 99-%$1.50)—"*Man 
in Net” (UA) and “Gunfight at 
Dodge City” (UA). Dull $10,000 or 
near. Last week. Orpheum. “God- 
villa’ (DCA). “Redan” (DCA) (re- 
issues $2,100. Werner Beverly 
with Hillstreet. “Tmitation of Life” 
(T Ist wk, Warhev: 2d wk. Hill- 


street “Funny Face” (Par) (re- 
issue) (‘Warbev), “Step Down to 
Terror’ (U) (3¢ wk) (Hillstreet). 


$7.700. Vogue, “Savnd and Furrv” 
20th), “These 1.990 Hills” (20th) 
n.o $2 500 

State. Hawaii, Wiltern (UATC- 
G&S-SW) (2.404: 1108: 2.344: 90- 
$1.50)—“Watusi” (“-C) ard “No- 
where to Go” iM-G). Dim $12,000 
or less. Last week. State. Hawaii, 
“The Journev” (M-G) (st multi- 
run “The Cormeror” (U) (re- 
issue) $8990. Wiltern with Los 
Angeles. 'Inllvwood “House on 
Haunted Hit” (AA), “Cosmie Man” 
(AA) $23,600 

PDewntown (SW) (1.757: 90-$1.50) 
—"FPoroes ard Sinners” (Bree) and 
"Ta Pa risiento” (TT) (reissue) (%d 


wk Light £4.900. Lest week, | 


$6 200 


Tec Ardetnc, Halwwend (FWC) | : 


(9.017 154 a9-61 5))—"“"Tance on 
Haunted Hil®’ (AA) ond “Casmice 
Moen” (AA) (9A wk). ECood $10.500. 

Dow”™town Parc™eunt, Partaces, 


Fox Reverlvy, Untownr, Loyola! 
' 


(Continued on _Page 16) 





‘Jane’ Okay MG, Frisco; 
‘Hills’ Tame at $10,600, 


‘James’ Nice 1046, 2d. 


; San Francisco, May 26. 
First-run trade continues okay 
here this stanza. “Alias Jesse 


James” looks fine in second |“ J 2 ; 
$10.000. Last noc 4 as 000 


Golden Gate session while “Some 
Like It Hot” shapes smash in fifth 
round at the United Artists. 
“These 1,000 Hills,” one of few 
newcomers, is moderate at the Fox. 
“It Happened To Jane,” also a 
fresh entrant, shapes okay at Para- 
mount. “Watusi,”” also new, looks 
mild at Warfield. “Gigi” still is 
great in 46th round at Stagedoor. 
“Room At Top” still is big in sec- 
ond stanza at the Clay and third 
at the Larkin 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 
$1.25\—“Alias Jesse James” (UA) 
and “Menace In Night” (UA) (2d 
wk). Fine $10,500. or near. Last 
week, $14,500 

Fox (FWC) (4.651; $1.25-$1.50) 
—"“These 1,000 Hills” (20th) and 
“Smiley Gets Gun” (20th). Modest 
$10,000. Last week, “Compulsion” 
(20th) and “Man In Raincoat” (In- 
die) (2d wk), $10,500 in 8 days. 

Warfield (Loew) (2,656; 90-$1 25) 
—‘“Watusi” (M-G) and “Rawhide 
Trail” (AA) (2d wk). Mild $7,000 
or less. Last week, $10.000. 

Paramount (Par) (2646; 90- 
$1.25)—“It Happened To Jane” 
(Col) and “City Of Fear” (Indie). 
Okay $14,000 or close. Last week, 
“Room 43” (Indie) and “No Place 
To Land” (Indie), $16.000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1.25- 
$1.50\—“Room 43” (Indie) (m.o.) 
and “Girl In Bikini” (Indie) (re- 
issue). Solid $11,000. Last week. 
“Flame And Arrow” (WB) and 
“Big Trees” (WB) (reissues), 
$10.000 

Orpheum (SW-Cinerama) (1.456; 
$1.75-S2.65)—“‘South Seas Adven- 

(Continued on page 16) 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





(Based on 23 cities and 240 


Phillys Hot 176, 
Hub; Room 15G,2d - 


Spotty weather 








product helving. “Young Philadel- 


Commandments” 
return at the Metropolitan 


shapes strong in 


“It Happened to Jane” 


great in 21st round at Beacon Hill 


Estimates fer This png 
—'‘'It Happened to Jane” 
000. First wv eek, $13.000 

Beacon Hil (Sack) 
$7,500. Last w eek, $8 500. 
(SW. Cinerama) 


$18.000. Last week 


(reruns). Opened Sunda\ 


Wham $15,000. 


Memorial (RKO) 


$1.10—“ 10 Commendments” 
First week ended Sundae 
(24) was good $10 000. 


____ Continued on page 16) 


big in third stanza. “ 
y in 43d week while “S 
” is sellout in 46th session. 
Estimates for This — 


“Mam’zelle Pigalle” 
Poor $8.000 Last 


Downtown, Glendale, 
Odeon, Prince of Wales, Scarboro, 
694: 50-75) — “Bandit of Zhobe” 
(Col) and “Westbound” i 
$25,000. Last week, 

’ (Par) and “Murder by Con- 


Hollywood (FP) (1.080: $1-$1.25) 
—‘“Sound and Fury” i 





‘Diary’ NSH at $10,000, 
D.C; ‘Jane’ Lofty 146, 
‘Net’ 7G, ‘Hot’ 126, 10 


Washington, May 26. 
“Diary of Anne Frank” is dis- 
appointing in first week here. “It 


Happened To Jane,” however, H 
shapes sock at small Trans-Lux. 


“Compulsion” is sturdy at the Co- 
lumbia in second round “Some 


| Like It Hot” is robust in 10th week 


at Capitoi “Watusi” is not so 


| good at the Palace. “Room at Top” 


still is hot in fourth session. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador- Metropolitan SW 
1.490: 1.000: 90-$1.25)\—"Man in 
Net” (UA Slow $7,000. Last 
week, “Star Is Born” (WB) (reis- 
sue). $6,500 

Capitol ‘Loev 3,426: 90-$1.49 

Some Like It Hot” (UA) (10th 
wk Holding well at $12,000 
Last week, $13,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (904; 90-$1.25 


—“Compulsion” (20th) (2d wk) 


Good $13,000. Last week, $17,500. | 


Keith’s (RKO 1.850; 90-$1.49) 
—“Thunder in Sun” (Par) (2d wk 
Fair $7,000. Last week, $11,000. 
MacArthur K-B) (900; $1.10)— 
wo-Headed Spy Col) (2d wk). 
Nifty $7,500 after $9,000 opener. 

Ontario ‘K-B) (1.240; 90-$1.49!\— 
‘Room at Top” (Cont) (4th wk). 
Big $6,500. Last week, $7,800. 

Palace ‘Locv 2.390: 90-$1.25) 
—'‘Watusi M-G Dull $10,000. 

Continued cn page 16) 


‘Warlock’ OK 


126 St. Louis; 
Shane Big ab 


,ouis, May 2 
Not many ct spots here cur- 
rently. “Warlock” shapes okay at 
the Fox while “Last Mile’ looms 
only fair at the Orpheum. Doing 
well as noldovers are “Mating 


Game” in second stanza at Loew's | 


and “Shane.” big in second session 
at the St. Louis 
Estimates for This Week 
Apol! o Art (Grace) (700; 90-$1.25 








—‘He Who t Die” (Indie) (2d 
wk Good $2,000. Last week 
$2.500. 

Fox ‘Arthu 5.000; 60-90) — 
Warlock” (20th) and “I Mobster” 
20th Okay $12.000. “ast week. 
“Al Capone” (AA) and “Arson for 
Hire” (AA) (2d wk), $15,000 

Loew's ‘Li 3.600; 60-90) — 
Mating Gan M- G) and “Bandit 
of Zhobe" (‘Col 2d wk Good 
$10,000 or near. Last week, $12,500. 

Orpheum Loew) (1,900; 60-90)— 
Last Mile UA) and “Edge of 
Fury” (Indie Fair $4,500. Last 


week, “Gunfight at Dodge City” 
UA) and Escort West” (UA 
$4.000 


Pageant ‘A 1,000; 60-90) — 
Hous¢ boat’ (Par) and “Teacher's 
Pet” (Par) (reissues). Good $3,500 


Last week, “Cat on Hot Tin Roof” 
M-G) and “Some Came Running” 
M-G), $3,00 

St Louis ‘Arthur) (3,600; 60-90) 
-‘Shane” (Par) and “Trouble With 
Harry” (Indie) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Big $9.080. Last week, $12,000 

Shady Oz2k (Arthur) (760; 60-90) 


—"Gigi” (M-G) (7th wk). Fine | 


$3, 500. Last week. $4,000. 


Fury’ -— $11,500, Best Toronto 
Newcomer; Hot’ Big 146, ‘Game’ 116 


Toronto, May 26. 

Newcomers currently 

big ‘ ‘Sound and the Fury” 

“Carry on Admiral.” 

leading the city is “‘S 
Hot” wow in sixth stanza. 

i ” in second frame 


$11,500. Last week. “Black Orchid” 
Par) (2d wk), $7,000. 


Hyland (Rank) (1,057: $1) — 


“Carry On Admiral” (Rank). Neat 
$7,000. Last week, “Swan Lake” 
(Astral), $6,000 

Imperial (FP) (3,343: 75-$1.25)— 
“Rio Bravo” (WB) (3d wk). Swell 
$10,500. Last week, $13,000. 

International (Taylor) (557: 
$1.25) — “Gigi” (M-G) (43d wk). 
Still sturdy $4,000. Last week, 
$4,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2.093: 75-$1.25)— 
“Some Like It Hot” (UA) (6th wk). 


Fast $14,000. Last week, $18,000. | 


Tivoli (FP) (995; $1.75-$2.40)— 
“South Pacific” (Magna) (46th wk). 
Still sellout at $9,000. Last week, 
same 

Towne (Taylor) (695; 75-$1.25)— 
“Too Many Crooks” (Rank) (4th 
wk). Tapering to $3,500. Last week, | 
$4.500. 

U Ptown (Loew) (2,743; 75-$1.25) 
—‘‘Mating Game” (M-G) (2d wk). 


'Stout $11,000. Last week, $17,000. | 


Pork Chop’ Fancy $20,000 Tops Det. 


‘Museum’ 196, Dog 216, ‘Life’ 166, 5 











Detroit, May 26. 
B d G Fine week is shaping up for 
downtown spots as a couple of hot 
roa way TFOsses newcomers join strong holdover 
array “Pork Chop Hill’ looks 


~ —s 








Capone 


eck, “iontation of uve") ad Whopping $16,000 in 2d: $ 
“Money, Women, Guns” (U) (3c ° 
wk). $7,000. | ‘Naked’ 436, ‘Night’ 5G ; 


$1.49-$1.75) —“‘Windjammer” (NT) 
(3d wk). Hefty $9,000. Last week, 
$13,300 after $12,300 for first. 


$1.49) — “Al Capone” (AA) and} 
“Gunsmoke In Tucson” fAA). Okay | 


Estimated Total Gross great at the Palms. “Horrors of 
This Week : $454,200 Black Museum shapes hotsy at 
Based on 20 theatres) \the Fox. “Frankenstein's Daugh- 
jter” is only fair at the Broadway 
Last Year .... .. $475,000 | Capitol 
(Based on 21 theatres) “Shaggy Dog” continues to lead 
Ss the holdovers in a great third week 
|at the Michigan. “Imitation of 
| Life” is smash in fifth session at 
Dhillys Tp 6G, |the Madison. “South Seas Adven- . 
ys all lture” stays strong in 34th great est 
week at the Music Hall. mo 
‘ b] Estimates for This Week all; 
Balto: Jane it Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; _99- phi 
9 wv $1.25\—“Horrors of Black Mu- the 
seum” (Al) and “Headless Ghost” the 
Baltimore, May 26 Al). Swell $19,000. Last week, at 
Cool wave that moved in over “Thunder in Sun” Par) and fin 
the weekend helped cool the box- | “Tokyo After Dark” (Par), $14,000. Ww 
office too, oddly enough. Nothing Michigan ‘United Detroit) ‘4,000; 
is standout and new entries are | $1.25-$1.49)—“Shaggvy Dog” ‘BV) in 
only fair. They include “Young |and “Rawhide Trail” (Indie) (3d 5 
Philadelphians,” fair at the Stan- wk). Great $21,000. Last week, = 
ley and “It Happened to Jane,” | $23,000 i ch: 
same at the Century. Biggest of Palms (UD) (2.961; $1.25-$1.49)— Ca 
the holdovers are “Room at Top,* | “Pork Chop Hill” (UA) and “Out- : 
sock in fourth at the Playhouse, law's Son” (UA). Fancy $20,000, Be: 
“Shaggy Dog” warm in sixth at Last week, Alias Jesse James” 
the New and “Imitation of Life,” (UA) and “Great St. Leuis Bank 
fair in ninth at the Mayfair. “He Robbery” (UA), $18.000 7 
| Who Must Di e’’ is slow in first at Madison UD) 1900: $1.25- Fi 
the 5 West and “Eighth Day of $1.49)\—‘“Imitation of Life (UD 
Week” is dull in fourth at the ‘5th wk). Smash $16,000. Last $1 
Cinema week, $18,000 tu 
Estimates for This Week Broadway-Capitol (UD 3,500; $1 
Century (R-F) (3.200; 50-$1.25)— 90-$1.25)—"'Frankenstein’s Daugh- 
|“Happened To Jane” (Col). Fair ter” (AI) and “Missile to Moon” — 
| $7,000. Last week, “Naked Maja” | ‘Al) Fair $10,000 Last week, Pi 
UA). $5.000 : ‘Al Capone” ‘AA) and “King of 
Cinema (Schwaber) (460: 90- Wild Stalions” (AA), $12,500 in $1 
$1.50\—“Eighth Day of Week” third week after moveover from , 
‘ont th wh Slo $1.200 after Palms - 
$1,800 in third. | _ United Artists (UA) (1,667: $1.25- Ji 
Five West (Schwaber) (460: ¢0- $1.75/—"Room at Top” (Indie) (3d $1 
$1.50\—"He Who Must Die” (In- | Wk). Down to oke $5,000. Last : 
week, $6,500 (c 


Adams ‘Balaban 1,700; $1.25- 
$1.50)—"Count Your Blessings” 


Continued on page 16) 





w 
(2 wk) : $ 
‘CAPONE’ HOT $9,000, sti, ‘Sateen, $730." | y 


Music Hall ‘SW-Cinerama) 


PROV:; ‘WARLOCK’ 836 1.208; $1.55-$2.65)— South Seas 


‘ 
Adventure Cinerama wk). 

Providence, May 26 Swell $16,500. Last week, $17,700. I 

RKO Albee’s “Al Capone” and Trans-Lux Krim Trans-Lux) L 

Majestic’s ‘“‘Warlock” are town top- | (1,000; $1.49-$1.65)—“Love Is My $ 

pers this week but latter is only Profession’ (Indie Opens Tues- i 
good. “The Mating Game” at the day (26) Last week, “Night to 

State is drab in second. Strand is | Remember” (Indie), thin $3,500. & 

dull with “Thunder In Sun.” a — $ 





Estimates for This Week 


aver HO) Ea S81 KC, Offish Albeit ‘Dog 


and Arson 





Majestic ‘SW 2,200; 65-80) — - 
“Warlock’ 20th) and “Alaska Kansas City, May 26. $ 
Passage” (20th). Nice $8,500. Last “Shaggy Dog” in second week at : 
week, “Horrors of Black Museum”; the Uptown continues easily the I 
Al) and “Headless Ghost” (AJ), biggest thing in city. Second stanza 
$6,000 is surpassing first weeks for many c 
State ‘Loew 3.200: 65-80) —| big pix of recent months. News , 
“Mating Game” (M-G) and “Man comers gener: liv are mild, includ- ’ 
Inside” (Col) (2d wk). Drab $6,000 ing “Night to Remember” at Para- 
in offing. Last week. $9,500. mount and “Naked Maja” at the 
Strand ‘National Realty) (2.200: | Midland. Latter is especially dis- 
65-80/\—"“Thunder In Sun” (Par) | appointing. “Sleeping Beauty” con- 
and “Gideon of Scotland Yard”, tinues sturdy in 9th round at the 
Col). Dull $4,000. Last week, , Brookside. 
“Silent Enemy U) and “No Name Estimates for This Week 
On Bullet” (U), $3,000 Brookside ‘Fox Midwest) (750; 
es a 75-$1.50)—“‘Sleeping Beauty” (BV) 
ore ae , (9th wk). Steady $6,000. Last week, 
Windjammer’ Boff 96 good $6,500 
; Rema Capri ‘Durwood) (628; $1.50, } 
Ps $2.25, $2.50) — “South Pacific’ 
Port.; Some Hot $7,500 (Magna) (9th wk). Pleasant $6,000, I 
Portland, Ore., May 26. holds. Last week, $6,500. ‘ 
| Sudden mid-summer heat is cut- Crest, Riverside (Commonwealth) ] 
| ting deep into first-run take cur-| (900 cars each; 85c)—‘Daddy-O” 
lrently. Only the strong holdovers | (Al), “‘Road Racers” (Al) first-runs ‘ 
| are perking. ““‘Windjammer” shapes | with “Night Passage” (U) (2d run). ! 
rousing in third session at the | Moderate $7,500. Last week, sub- ’ 
Holiywood. “Some Like It Hot’ | sequent runs. | 
continues torrid at Fox also in Isis, Fairway, Granada ‘Fox Mid- 
(third. “Al Capone” looms as best west) (1,360; 700; 1,217; 75-90)— 
of new entries, okay at Orpheum.| “Wild and Innocent” (U) and 
Estimates for This Week “Silent Enemy” (U). Mild $6,000. ' 


Broadway (Parker) (1,890; $1-| Last week, “Never Steal Anything 


$1.50)—“‘Watusi” (M-G) and “No| Small” (U) and “Appointment with : 
Place To Lana” (Rep). Drab $4,000 | Shadow” (U). $4,000 


or less. Last week, “Count Bless- Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 90-$1.25) 
ings” (M-G) and “Spoilers of For-| —“My Uncle” (Cont) (8th wk). Oke 
est” (M-G), $2,300. $1,000. Last week, $1.200. 


Fox (Evergreen) (1.536; $1-$1.49 Midland (Loew) (3,500: 75-$1)— 


—‘Some Like It Hot” (UA) (3d/| “Naked Maja” (UA) and “Forb'd- 
wk). Big $7.500. Last week, $12,100! den Island” (Col). Drab $4,590. 
after $15,200 opener. Last week, “‘Watusi’ (M-G) «rd 


Hollywood (Evergreen) (1.200:| “Gunmen from Laredo” (CI), 
same. 
Missouri (RKO?) (2.585; 75-%"). 
$1 Reopens May 29 with return date 
;; of “Around World in 80 Dare” 
(UA), under RKO operation. Cie d 


Orpheum ‘E vergreen) (1,600; 


| . a 7 ; “Can. the Cinerama setup on May a 
bh 20th) an Wena Gon | “South Seas Adventure” “ 
| (20th). $6.300 : | Fama) (20th wk) and giant $16,000. 


Paramount (Port-Par) (3,460; $1-| Paramount (UP) (1,900; 75-$1)— 


ne ” (Par) and “Tokvo | “Night to Remember” (Rank). Dull 
| Nite Dark (Par) a Mild | $5,000. Last week, “Shane” (Par) 
$5,000. Last week, “Thunder In| ‘reissue), $5,510. bs 
Sun” (Par) and “Hot Angel” (Par Roxy ‘Durwood) (879; $1.25- 
$5,400. (Continued on page 16) 
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Philadelphia Hit By Quiet Weekend 
But ‘Phillys’ Loud $28,000; ‘Watusi 
Fair 76, Capone’ 106, ‘Life’ 96, 6 


Philadelphia, May 26. 

A quiet weekend, with the dull- 
est Saturday at the wickets in 
months, is crippling trade gener- 
ally this round. “Young Philadel- 
phians” is going strongly against 
the trend with a loud session at 
the Stanley. “Watusi” is only so-so 
at the Goldman. “Crucible” drew 
fine notices but thin biz at the} 
World 

“Imitation of Life” 
in sixth Arcadia 
“Shaggy pas" looms 
fourth at the Randolph. 
My Profession” shapes bangup at 
the Studio opening round. “Al 
Capone” continues good in third 
session at Stanton. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (536; 99-$1.80)— 
“Imitation of Life’ (U) (6th wk). 
Fine $9,000. Last week, $11,000. 

Boyd (SW - Cinerama) (1,430; 
$1.10-$2.60)—"‘South Seas Adven- 
ture’ (Cinerama) (14th wk). Great 
$12,500. Last week, $11,500. 
Fox (National) (2.250; 90-$1.49) 
“Man in Net” (UA) (2d wk). 
Poor $6,000. Last week,, $11,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) 
$1.49 “Watusi” (M-G). 
$7,000. Last week, “Alias Jesse 
James” (UA) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) 
$1.10-$2)—“Diary of Anne Frank” 
(20th) (2d wk). Neat $15,000. Last 
week, $16,000 

Randolph (Goldman) 
$1.80)—“Shaggy Dog” 
wk). 
$16,000 

Stanley (WB) (2,900; 99-$1.80)— 
“Young Philadelphians” (WB). 
Loud $28,000. Last week, “Some | 
Like It Hot” (UA) (9th wk), 


$12.000. 

Stanton (SW) (1.483; 99-$1.40)— 
“Al Capone” (AA) (3d wk). Still 
at $10,000. Last week, 


still Is fine 
week while | 
sturdy in 
“Love Is 


(2,250; 94- 
(BV) (4th 


good 
$18.000 

Studio (Goldberg 
—‘‘Love Is M\ 
(Kings). Bangup $7,000. 
“Isle of Levant” 
$4.500 

Trans-Lux (T-T 
Green Mansions” 

Quiet $3,200. 


(483; 90-$1.80) 
Profession” 
Last week, 
(Indie) (2d wk), 


(500: 99-$1.80) 
(M-G) (5th 
Last week, 


ar 0 604: 94-$1.80)— 
“Crucible” ndie Thin $3,000. 
Last week. “Man in Raincoat” (In- 
die) (2d wk), $2,000 

Viking (Sle, 
“Compulsion” 
Weak $5.000 


75-$1.80)— 
(jth wk). 
Last week, $5,800. 


4 ville heidies Albeit 
‘Capone’ Strong $10,000, 


‘Life’ Boffo 66 in 4th’ s:’> 


Louisvi 

Only newcomer 
pression 
“Al 


lle, May 26. 
to make any im-| 
downtown currently is 
Capone” at Rialto, where 
robust take {s sure. “Imitation 
of Life” in fourth stanza at the 
Kentucky is bettering hopes for 
sock total. Other bills are sluggish | 
and slightly under average for 
month of May. “Night of Quarter 
Moon” looks dull at the Brown as 
tg “Naked Maja” at United Art- 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200: 
60-90'\—"‘Night of Quarter Moon” 
(M-G) and “Doctor's Dilemma” 
(M-G Dual bill not expecting 
better than dull $3,500. Last week, 
“Girl in Bikini” (Indie) and “Flesh 
and Woman” (Indie) (2d wk-4 days) | 
split with “Man Called Peter’ 
(20th) and “The Robe” (20th) (re- 
issues), $5,000 
Kentucky (Switow) 
$1.25 ‘Imitation of Life” (U) 
(4th wk). Sock $6,000, and better 
than third week's $5,500. 
Mary Anderson (People's) 


(900; 75- 


(1,000; 


0-90) “Le Babe | Buffalo (Loew) (3,500; 70-$1)— 
“Last. Mile" (UA). Slow. $4,000, | “Watusi” (M-G) and “Fury _ at 
Last week, “Man In Net” (UA) and | Showdown” (Indie). Soft, $7,500. 
“Escort West” (UA), same. Last week, “Alias Jesse James” 
Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 60- s10260 ‘10 Days to Tulara” (UA), 
90\—““Al Capone” (AA). Strong —r 
$10,000 or over. Last week, “Com- | ,,Cemter ‘AB-PT) (3,000; 70-$1)— 
pulsion” (20th), $5,000. Young Philadelphians” (WB). Big 
United Artists (UA) (3.000: 60-| $12,000 or over. Last week, “Wild | 
$1)\—“Naked Maja” (UA). Very —— and “Big Heat” (Col), | 
sad $3,500 at this big-seater. Last paar ‘ 
week, “Alias Jesse James” (UA),| Cemtury (UATC) (2,700; 70-$1)— 
$10,000. (Continued on page 16) 


A 





| the State. * 


(1,200; 99- | 
So-so | 


(1,250; | 


- 


‘GIDGET’ TRIM $8,000, 
OMAHA; ‘MANSIONS’ 6 


Omaha, May 26. 
Biz is okay at downtown first- 
runs this semester despite school 
graduations. “Gidget” 


fagship, the Orpheum, looms fine. 


“Green Mansions” is rated neat at 
‘Compulsion” looks fair- | 
ish at the Omaha. 
Estimates for This Week 

Cooper (Cooper) (708; $1.50- | 
$2.20) — “South Pacific” (Magna) | 
rel _ Light $5,000. Last week, 
6.4 
. Omaha (Tristates) (2,066; 75-$1) 

“Compulsion” (20th). Fairish 
$4, 500. Last week, “Thunder in | 
Sun” (Par) and “Young Captives” 
(Par), $5,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,877; 75- | 
$1)—"Gidget” (Col). Fine $8,000. 
Last week, “Al Capone” (AA) (2d 


wk), $4,750. 
State (Cooper) (772; 90)—“Green 





| Mansions” (M-G) Neat $6,000. Last | 
week, “Mating Game” (M-G) (3d 
wk), $5,500. 





‘Sum Fair $8,000, 


Cleve.; Dog’ 146, 4 


Sturdy $12,000. Last week, | 


Cleveland, May 26. 


First-run trade is uneven cur- 
| rently, with few really strong 
| spots, especially among the new- 


| comers. Best of these is “Thunder 
Fe Sun,” fair at State. “Wild and 


Innocent” shapes weak at Hipp. 
| “Shaggy Dog” looks socko in 
fourth stanza at the Allen and 


“South Seas Adventure” siiil rolls 
along in good stride at Palace de- 
spite being in 25th week 

| Estimates for This Week 

| Allen (SW) (3.800; 85-$1.25)— 
“Shaggy Dog” (LV) (4th wk). Big 
$14,000. Last week, $19,000. 


Continental Art (Art Theatre 
Guild) (950; $1.25)—“Bolshoi Bal- 
| let” (Indie) (2d wk). Thin $1,600 


after $2,100 
| Heights Art (Art Theatre Guild 
| (950; $1.25)—“Pather Panchali” 
(Indie) (2d wk). Average $2,000. 
Last week, $2,700. 

Hippodrome (Telem't) (3,700; 


}$p— ‘Wild and Innocent” (U Ba 
“Floods of Fear” (U). Wea. $8,000. 


| Last week, 
—_— ag Fugitive” 

| (Loew) 
“Ali og Jesse 
Mild $4,000 


“Young Land” (Col) and 
(Col), $7,500 
(1,244; 75-$1)— 
James” (Par) (m.o.). 
Last week, $5,000. 


Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1,523; 
9-$2.40\—""South Seas Adver- 
| ture” (Cinerama) (25th wk). Good 
| $12,500 after $12,000. 
| State (Loew) (2.700; 75-$1)— 
\“Thunder in Sun” (Par). Fair 
| $8,000. Last week, “Watusi” (M-G), 
$9,000. 
| S§tillman (Loew) (2,700; 75-$1)— 
“Watusi’” (M-G) (m.o.). So-so $4,000 
Last week, “Shane” (Par) (re- 
issue), $9, 000. 


12,000, 
Buff; ‘Room’ Hep 8G, 2 


| 

| Buffalo, May 26 
| First-run biz is generally mild 
| here this round with some fairly 
| § solid spots. “Young Philadelphians” 
being rated big at 


‘Phillys’ Big $ 


| is one of these, 

the Center. “Horrors of Black 
|Museum” shapes stout at Para- 

| mount. However, “Watusi” is soft | 


lat the Buffalo and 
Life” 
of fifth week at the Lafayette 
|“Room at Top” is fine in second 
round at Century. 

Estimates for This Week 


“Imitation of 





NEW PIX HELP 








at Tristates | 


is only okay in final five days | 


GIRL | 


the return of milder, more sea- | 
| sonable weather after an outbreak 
of torrid temperatures, will ae | 


stanza. Much of the new screen 
fare, which will carry through 
| Memorial Day (30), shapes okay to 
big. 

“Ask Any Girl” with new stage- 
show is getting the greatest amount 
of money, a big $150,000 opening 
week at the Music Hall. “Young 
| Philadelphians” looks to finish its 
| initial round at the Criterion with 

a very good $25,000. 

“World, Flesh and Devil” fs 
| heading for fine $28,000 or near 
| for first stanza at the Capitol. 

“Gideon of Scotland Yard” was | 


| at the Odeon, and is being replaced | 
by “Here to Eternity” next Fri-| 
day (29). 

“Alias Jesse James,” which 
landed solid $26,000 on opening | 
| round, looks like fancy $19,800 in 
first holdover week at the | 

The Roxy brings in “Pork | 
Hill” and new stageshow Friday 
| (29). The sixth (final) round of 

“Imitation of Life” plus stageshow 


| only fair $9,500 on initial session | R Bi 6 N), 


| 





Launching of four new bills and | 





Broadway first-run business this | 





| 


| 


is dipping to $36,000, but winding | 


a strong extended-run. “Some Like 
It Hot” held with rousing $35,600 
| in eighth stanza at the State, and 
| is now in its ninth week. 
| The Paramount opens “Woman 
| Obsessed” 


in fourth week of five days. Both 
“Diary of Anne Frank,” 
week at Palace, and “Compulsion,” 


| swinging low, 
| currently. 

“Al Capone” wound its ninth 
round at the Victoria with a sturdy 
$17,500, and, of course, is continu- 
ing on. “Gigi” 
$16,100 in 
Sutton. 

“Room at Top” actually climbed 
ahead of its preceding week to hit 
a great $16,300 in eighth session at 

| the Fine Aris. “The Roof" also im- 
| proved to get a big $12,500 in sec- 
ond week at Trans-L. ux 52d Street. 
“Modern Times” held at an amaz- 
ing $16,600 in third frame at the 
Plaza, where this reissue is still 
drawing lines over weekends. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,094; 75 
—‘Alias Jesse James” (UA) 
wk). First holdover round held 
with fancy $19,800. First week hit 
$26,000. Stays on. 
Baronet (Reade) 
—‘“Mirror Has 2 Faces” 
Opened yesterday (Tues.). In 
ahead, “Romeo & Juliet’ (Indie 
4th wk-10 davs), okay $8,500 after 
$6,800 in third full week. 


29th stanza at the arty 


(430; 


Beekman (R&B) (590; $1.20- 
$1.75\—"Of Love and Lust” (In- 
ahead, “He Who Must Die” (Kass) 


(22d wk-8 days), fair $5,600. The 
20th week of seven days, $4,109. 

Capitel (Loew) (4.820; $1-$2.50 
— World, Flesh and Devii"’ (M-G) 
2d wk’. Initial stanza ended yes- 
terday (Tues.) was fine $28.000 or 
over. In ahead, “Mating Game” 
M-G) (3d wk), $12,500 

Criterion (Moss) (1 .671; $35-$2)— 
“Young Philadelphians” (WB). 
Initial round winding up today 

| (Wed.) looks like very good $25,- 
' 000. Holds. In ahead, 

Beauty” (BV) (13th wk-8 days), 
$13.000 at $2.40 top. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.£0) 
—‘Room At Top” (Cont) (9th wk) 
Eighth session finished Sunday 
24) pushed to great $16,300. 
Seventh week, $15.200. 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75)— 
“Embezzled Heaven” (Indie) (5th 

| Wk). This stanza looks like hep 


Normandie (Trans - Lux) 
$1.80-$2.80\—“‘Virtuous Bigamist” 
(Union). Opens today (Wed.). 
ahead, “Separate Tables” (UA) 
(23d wk-6 days), fair $4.000. The 
| 22d week of 7 days was $5,500. 
| - Palace (RKO) (1,642; $1.50-$3 
—‘Diary of Anne Frank” (20th) 
| (llth wk). The 10th week ended 
vesterday (Tues.) was light $10.- 
000 or less. 
$14.000. 

Odeon (Moss) 
| “Gideon of Scotland Yard” 
(2d-final wk). 


(592; 


First stanza com- 


Stays onlv three days of current 
week, with “Here To Eternity” 


(Continued on page 16) 


today (Wed.) after get- | 
ting mild $17,000 with “Warlock” | 


in eighth session at the Rivoli are | 


neither faring well | 


still was smash at | 


| Much prais 


$1.25-$2) | 
(Cont). | 


| pheum 


“Sleeping | 


$11.500 after same in fourth week. | 


In| 


The ninth week was | 
i“Guns, ¢ 
(813; 90-$1.80)— 
(Col) | 
| (M-G), 
| pleted Monday (25) was fair $9.500. | 


| ChiFairish: Pork Chop’ Fine $22,000, 
Philadelphians’ Neat $24,000, ‘Warlock’ 
Bright 23G, ‘Devil’ Dandy 186 in 2d 





+ 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; ie., 
without usual tax Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 








in 10th | Blessings.” 





Mols.; ‘Shane’ 7G 


Minneapolis, May 26. 

There's no dearth of newcomers, | 
but they are of varied quality. | 
Also, current colder weather is 
helping biz. However, there's also | 
daylight saving time, a detriment | 
to the boxoffice. Result is that | 
many pix are in the doldrums. 

Best bet among the fresh entries 
easily is “Room at the Top,” socko 
at the sure-seater World. Other | 
newcomers include “Count Your} 
poor at the State and | 
“World, Flesh and Devil,” mild at 
Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Academy (Mann) (947; 85-$1.25) | 
—“Compulsion” (20th) (4th wk). | 
Finishing moderately successful 
run at mild $3,500. Last week, | 


$4,500 
Century (S-W) ($1.75-$2.65) — 
“Windjammer” (NT) (27th wk). | 


Great $11,000. Last week, $11.500. 
Gonher (Berger) (1,000; 85-$1)— 
“Never Steal Anything Small” (U). 
Light $4,000. Last week, “Horrors 
of Black Museum” (ATI), $4.500. 
Lyrie (Par) (1.000; $1-$1.25) 
“Some Like It Hot” (UA) (5th wk). 
Still potent at $6,000. Last week, 
$7.900 | 
RKO Orvheum (RKO) (2.800: 85- | 
$1)\—“World, Flesh, Devil” (M-G) 
» for this one, or — 
light $5.000 looms 
“Man in Not” (UA), 
RKO Pan (RKO) (1,800: 85-$1)- 
“Share” Par (reissue), Solid | 
$7,000 or near. Last week. “Thun- | 
(Continued on page 5 16 | 
—— | 
‘Capone’ Bangup 10G, 


Seattle; ‘Hot’ 7G, 4th 
Seattle, May 
Big disappointment here this 
session is the minor money being 
collected by “Young *hiladel- 
phians” at the Blue Mouse. Act 
newcomer is “Al Capone,” solid 
at Coliseum. “Some Like It Hot” 
continues big in fourth session at 
Paramount, “Pork Chop Hill” is 
rated mild opening round at Or- 
“Compulsion” alco is dull 
at Fifth Avenue. The Music Hall 
will shutter after current week 
because of lack of product 
Estimates for This Week 
Biue Mouse (Hamr 739; 90- 
$1.50)—“Young whiladelphians” 
(WB). Modest Last week, 
“Imitation of 4th wk 
$3,900 
Col seum Fox-Ev 
870; 90-$1.50 ‘a © apone ‘ 
and “Gunsmoke, Tucson 
Swell $10,000. Last week 
fills’ (20th) and “Lone 
20th), $5,800 
Fifth Avenue 
2.500; 99-81.50 
(20th) and 
Dull $8,500 
in Sun” (Par) 
(Col), £5,200. 
Mus:e Box 
$1.50'\—*‘Forse’s 
Good $4,900. L: 
Venus” (Indic 
Orpheum 
$1.50)— 


$3. 500 





rs 
<0 


ick 
500 
Life” (1 


en 
e% 
do 


ergreen) 1.- 
(AA) 
(AA 
"1,000 


Texan” 


(Fox-Evergreen) 
—‘Compulsion” 
“Panama Sal” (FF) 
Last week, “Thunder 
and “City of Fear” 


(850; 90- 
(L — 
Naked 


(Hamrick 
Mouth” 
2st week, 
, $7,000. 
Hamrick) 

‘Pork Chop Hill” 


‘irs, Gans 


(2.700; 90- 
(UA) and 
z5t rs” (UA 
Mild $3,009 Last week, “Watusi” 
(M-G) snd “Man into Space” 
$5,799 

Yex-Evergreen) (3.- 
7; 99-"1.5V-—“Some Like It] 
Hot” (UA tth uk). Big $7,000. 
Last week, $10,600. 


Pararo-™ 


| Seapes exciting. 


| $12,000. 


| “Gigi” 


| a so-so stride this se 
| by the return of suburban Valley 


| Frank.” 


Chicago, May 26. 

Despite newcomers, rain over 
weekend is being ened for way 
first-run biz generally is slipping 
this round. State-Lake’s “Pork 
Chop Hill” initialer looks bright at 
$22,000. “The Young Philadei- 
phians” shapes good $24,000 at the 
Chicago on first. 

Oriental’s “Warlock” opener Is 
fetching a good $23,000. Also new 
is Surf's “Law Is the Law,” rated 
oke $4,500 

Second sesh of “World, Flesh and 
Devil” looks dandy at the Woods 
while “Al Capone” commands 
hotsy third round coin at Todd's 
Cinestage. The 10th week of “Some 
Like It Hot” at the United Artists 
Same stanza for 
“Imitation of Life” is great at the 
| thenaeeult. “Shaggy Dog” at Gar- 
rick looms sock in 10th week, 

“Room at the Top” is lively in 
pe Esquire session. “Gigi” is 
| solid in 13th Loop week. 

Of the hard-ticket pix, 
of Anne Frank” is sluggish in 
fourth McVickers frame _ while 
“South Seas Adventure” posted a 
dandy 35th round at the Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 90-$1.80) 
—“Young Philadelphians” (WB). 
Good $24,000. Last week, “The 
Tempest” (Par) (2d wk), $14,000. 

Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1,350; 
$1.50)—“‘Room at the Top” (Cont) 
(Sth wk). Great $10,000 or near. 
Last week, $13,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (850; 90-$1.25)— 
“Shaggy Dog” (BV) (10th wk). Sock 
Last week $16,002. 

Loep (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.80)-— 
(M-G) (13th wk). Torrid 
$12,500. Last week, $13,000. 


“Diary 


MeVickers (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25- 
$3)—“Diary of Anne Frank” (20th) 
(4th wk). Drab $8,500. Last week, 
$11,000. 

Monroe (Jovan) (1,000; 65-90)— 
|“These 1.000 Hills” (20th) and 
“Smiley Gets Gun” (20th). Okay 
$4,800. Last week, “Man or Gua” 


(Continued on page 16) 


de Slow; ‘Flesh Dim 
$7,500, ‘Shane’ Okay 76, 
‘James’ 56, ‘Life’ 76, 6 


Cincinnati, May 26. 
Cincy cinema traffic retains only 
ssion, marked 





to the hard-ticket policy with fair- 
ish outlook for “Diary of Anne 
“World, Flesh and Devil,” 
at the flagship Albee, 

Reissue nackage of 
“Shane” and “Trouble With Harry” 
looks okay at Palace. “imitation 
of Life” continues solid in sixth 
stanza at Grand. Second round of 
“Alias Jesse James” at Keith’s is 
modest. “South Seas Adventure” 
is rebounding to oke status after 
brief dip and rosy outlook as vaca- 
tion season nears 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3.109; 90-$1.25)— 
“World, Flesh, Devil” (M-G). Slow 
7.500. Last week, “The Robe” 
(20th) and “Demetrius 7 Gladia- 
tors” (20th) (reissues), $7,000. 

Capitol SW -Cineran na) (1,376; 
$1.20-S82.65'\—""South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama! (30th wk). Okay 
$14,000. Last week, $13,000, low 
for several months. Home stay of 
Cincy Reds perking out-of-town 
groups 

Grand (RKO) 
“Imitation of Life” 
ing $7,000 or near 
fifth frame 

Keith's (Shor) (1.500: 90-$1.25)— 
“Alias Jesse James” (UA) (2d wk). 
NSH $5.000. Last week, $7.600 


new entry 
shapes slow 


1.400: 90-$1 50)— 
6th wk). Pleas- 
after $7,500 


Palace (RKO) (2.600; 90-$1.10)— 
“Shane” (Par) and “Trouble With 
Horry” (Par) (reissues). No com- 
pisint at $7.000. Last week, 
“Thunder In Sun” (Par), at 90- 
$1.25 scale, $8,000. 

Valley (Wiethe) (1,200; $1.50- 


$9 59)—"“Diarv of Anne Frank” 
(20th). Fair $7500. Resumption of 
hard-ticket policy at this suburban 
deluxer feeling effect of two- 
month break bv first and subse- 
auent-run bookings. Current run 


| scheduled for four weeks. 
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Yank Production Trek to Mexico perpey sty ‘ja Labor Contract Blues for Mex 


Not as Great as Expected Albeit = 22.2.2.) Bizs Producers Irked by Demands 


establishment of the office there, 


3 ? has retired for personal reasons, * Mexice City, May 26 
It S Become Mecca for H wood Stars according to the company. | Variety Theatres In | This is labor contract blues time 


William J. Moraskie, who has — for the Mexican picture industry, 
pene pene ! Black by Over $33,000 














Mexico City, May 19. + been second in command, jis suc- ; ; “ i Producers are faced with high 
— ‘ z - -onaon, May ° J ikec >] -7 7 
While the hopefully expected eye : ceeding Smith in the top Havana Var ae ; # wage hikes, as well as fringe bene- 
; : . . g ariety Theatres solidated | , ’ , 
Hollywood production trek to Mex- British Exhibs Mull post senate a profit of oa pi ney fits, from all sources, including 
ee ie ot aie py - | . _ ° I OI a i?) iné Od." < Z > 
ico has not materialized, there is Time-Out on Long Pix + 000 for the past year against a/| the National Assn. of Actors while 


a definite shuttle service involving 


i London, May 19 oss of $72,000 in th revious | the technical and manual workers 
increasing numbers of top film | London, M l s S e I . 


} 
! . 

, - : ; : ai EE a are year. sections of the Union of Film Pro- 
rames. The film industry here, for | Question of introducing an inter- nc Cut |" The company owns the Metro: | duction Workers. Scriptwriters are 
the past several years, has been! mission in the screenings of pix 0 | pany the } ' i a 

t 


politan Theatre in Edgware Road _| also agitating for 2 new deal 


: s . e hf >i y © " . P 

indulging a Sbeswg oy rar er sed over two hours in length is cur- London), two cinemas and a tv stu- With all this activity, film’ pla 
ticipating a boom In “gringo fi : ar e e | ’ é : : all this act.vity, fil lays 
ne ioe with this aolter a6 & hypo rently being examined in British | dio. It is helmed by Sidney L. | ers, from those in the intermediate 
a i ys S as on ‘ rncteir , ae " - ciel : nae a e : 

for the ailing local industry whose , circles following uneasiness ex ] S renc 1X a rnstein, the Granada group! ranges, to top names, are prudent- 
situation is anything but a happy | pressed by exhibitors that some ‘aaa at ly negotiating for personal appear. 





ance tours within and without the 


cne. films run too long. : 
republic as insurance in event a 


For one reason or another in- This can be regarded as a com- Wi iid Wail decal dailies acai ' 3 , s_insuranee : 
cluding so-called Hollywood un-| promise move, the viewpoint of | th ar wil saaar oak Ay ( tt crippling we € eee ae film 
ions, official red tape, uncertain- come cinema owners that some fea- French foreign film biz take for 9, omMmm! ee we a. “" ae € names such 
ties of stable pay scales in Mexico | tures are overlong for their story | this year, according to film sources | moto Ca ti on gery ria Welk, 
and rising costs, the. gers has | content being denied by British} here. It means that films can be ° oan oy a i a eae 
— pepo — je is production interests: ‘bought more cheaply by offshore Ignoring Law high earning capac it . ae the sod 
er Ags vo peor ualous and ¥ — ; distributors and still bring in the whose wage fees are the $1,200 to 
talent: that Hollywood production 


Paris, May 26. 





same number of francs. | $4,800 range are worried about 


. e | . 
in Mexico could hit 20 pictures a | The Centre Du Cinema recently 6 ’ e | Possibilities of a prolonged walk- 
year. But the tops has been six | released statistics for ‘58 which al S memas out. 
productions, chiefly horse operas showed French films still gaining | Union of Film Production Work- 
and adventure yarns taking advan- e.e — offshore marts. } Buenos Aires. May 19 ers has indicated that it will ask for 
tage of Mexican scenery. — itiona | Europe gave _ $7,500,000 for | A Congressional vote-catching |a 30°°-50° hike in wages, in the 
But if production activity has French fare, South America about |} committee, calling itself “Commit- 24 branches making up the techni- 


failed to hit expected highs, Mex- | $1,030,000, North Americ $956,000, | tee against Price Profiteering.” is| C4! Section. It will also ask for life 
ico has become a mecca for the | ° . Asia $620,000, Africa $14,000, with | choosing to ignore the Film Law | #@Surance, cancellation of the two- 
American film colony. Siars come | Freedom in Pix $1,016.000 coming from other} ang its establishment of Screen In- week, low-budget pictures, a 10°) 
south of the border to this capital | countries stitute jurisdiction over all screen | P©OSt in producer contribution to 
and to such retreats as Cuerna- ——_—_———____————_ | industry matters. Disregarding the | Tetirenrent fund, and will ask that 


vaca, Acapulco, Mazatlan, Manzan- 
jilo and Veracruz as well as the 


Paris, Mav 26 f that exhibitors were author- | Te@Uurement be compulsory after a 


f 
. ‘ 9 act < “a ata 
Roger Frey, Minister of Infor- Aim Solomon and Sheba | ized to increase film admissions by | P€T0d of 20 to 25 years of en 





| OV- 
ea pect a Frege hee mation, who holds film cénsorship ° Screen Institute. the committee | Met. Section head Jose Rodriguez 
to rest and play. follywooe tack on the content of recent films » |cases of the three circuits: |#28 With current economic im- 





he ack > *g Vits inter- a : : . oe , ‘ me ) n r try 
the acknowledged cal ital of inter- | by a member of the National As- h ° Central Cinematografica, Coll & Di | PTOVement of film industry 
ee a a sembly, that films would get his Ichmon Q@m Nt. Fiore and Lococo, purportedly to Scriptwriter members of the Se 
Mexico is fast becoming the play- 





































ground for the stars a in the —— of creation | Madrid, May 26. | investigate the cosis behind high a of Authors and Adapters are 
; ai rss and expression as long as the true “Cola 1a Sh ” ; prices also asking for a $1.200 minimum 
. y a We “7 , “pe & : Solomon and Sheba sroducer | ¥*'*‘ : spate . 
~ = eve peggy fl — aspects of France were not de- Ted Rict nond expects . fix his The committee had indictments | for original stories and $2.000 for 
vaMCS CONN SOR ae formed by filmmakers, 1 thelr) gistuee in productio - Crawn up and huge labels stuck | S¢Creenpiays. Currently the 90 mem- 
fun include to boxoffice money- ;; ? Tks . future indie production progran 
oe : : . . liberties for sensation pur s vith United Art ’ : in New | 4cross the theatre facades, reading bers of the union get $960 for 
makers such as Marlon Brando : rt gel with ed Artists execs in New Sy aedlbaee 8 wpe ge ae t aiiitice® antaiian’ oe Piss ri : 
John Wayne, Ray Milland, Jerry Film circles feel Frey meant | York early next monih and then, | [Interv Py SNe ADU-FTORtCer a eee eee a Oe 
Lewis, Lana Turner, Joan Craw- that there would be a greater return to base operations in Spain. | /"8 ©0 ittee.” 7 public i — s. Few are ge ting much 
ford "Ava Gardner and Gregory titude in treating important prob Irwin S s screenplay of the| Merely amused by these antics, | 400ve these totals, with only Luis 
ol AVG 1 « Pes d " “ ————? } , ' . ¢ | ay S } 
Peck as well as a long line of less lems to keep up the new found! Venezuelan novel “Lost. Steps.” | looked uvon as publicity-hunting. | Spota Julio Alejandro, Luis Alco- 

e c a¢ YW s- a . é aul vel 4U ‘ Ki . 3 oy 

rl Bact nat . French film prestige. Frey opined | once slated > fil in South The e: > n summoned | riza, Fernando Morales Ortiz, Fer- 
- his getting away from it all i that the problem of censorship America. wil on loca- | [9 Congre their books. , nando Galiana, Torres Portillo and 

his gecuyr away a : } : quae Begetey ’ . i ee “— ae ‘ 
€ ially possible in Mexico | ©" d be solved if public bodies | tion in the I ngle col-| This Cc ttee con- | one of two others able to obtain 
pccle JOSS d I . “ : n . . el — Da . am « - ; ze Ms 
where the fans, while fully as fan took into account the artistic qual-| ony of Ang iored in| Stanly % contradic- | 4n average of $2,000 for original 
,nere 1¢ d Fy ‘ AL . - “ . 6 eS — _ 7 ~ re nile 
atical as those in the U.S., are dis ity of # pie and distinguished Madrid tion of res Frondizi’s de- OF screenplay 
tical aS Whos »., at at eee * ‘ s a — ” P eT ae . ’ 
creei. There is little mobbing for a — een a WOrk OF a Swedish locale for Richmond's “ ed ire poll Even a figure such as Luis Bunu- 
oe and one that systematically ex- cond property, “One Against To- ue _— adiction Of el, who adapted “I Fever Rises 
eutographs. : bh ; ‘ : . second propel ne £Fainst a _ ne Ars apied ne ever Is€ 
Prelude To Production Deals ploits these subjects for nothing morrow,” will be shifted here too.| the Congressmen's co “hg laint to Pao” (now being filmed in Aca- 
- : " = net hi "EC 5 - > exten. ooryy . : 

The Mexican visits are often ut crass biz reasons Last man on a Sheban totem 4%8il ‘igh prices are the excep- pulco as “The Ambitious Ones 
preludes for deals leading to fu- | Hints More Leeway pole after a vear’s travail with the MY Moe 2 a. ; a — got $14.000 for this. And this sort 
ture production activity, especial- He maintained that such previ- Edward Small biblical, the former Cinerar _ ; oy i for PR pan ; ~ ee ee ¢ “astronomic 
ly in the field of filmed tele series. | ously severely censored and criti- hardt p manager con eded at rte ( <f \ ee ‘ ag man ene here for scriptwriters Actua v, 
Money is invested in hotel and} cized works as “Madame Bov There's noth as lonely as an € sin a price while compared with Hollywood, where 

- = _ sVic all , . ‘ >nmnda tha va Se ri Y ve” » : i * 
other resort activities (Red Skel-| and “Flowers of Evil” are now €™Pty theatre or an empty lot Around the World in 80 Day writer's pay averages around 10 
ton, Fred MacMurray, among} part of the proud patrimony of Hundreds who recently peopled UA run eee me} Or 3 roduction cost, the total here 
others, are partners in the Fla-' France and that care must be the studio here have been reduced Pears ree weeks at the Luxor. does not even amount to 2° 
‘ . ‘ , gasp oe ° Kn a = am yeaa atter . nc 6 wrtlv for e- : 
mingo Hotel in Acapulco; Robert taken to recognize the good. for- to one persor e auditor L “ -_ - : Pacifi Scriptwriters also will seek a 
Mitchum hes hotel and og in- ward-looking nix that may touch He voi ¢ 1 optimi m = a e€ ae nae a ge 7 = better break in receiy ing screen 
terests in Mazatlan), for the Mex?! previously taboo subjects Frey an edited rough cut anc lougAt | ree ’ i credits, with this often bypassed 
can tax bite is net by any means | said that if he intended t ng to @ Pre ere print of the Yul Bryn- Mz fe , oO R ? kK et oe producers. Writers said thev 
} TS i er .] lot ¢ “ ery riage ve i)" r Val 0 n , 
as severe as that in the U.S., with help authentic pic artists get as Me! Cina Lollobrigida starrer|, © f = ag 'B ; q. Will also ask for credits in trailers 
P RE ok r » ‘ 1 VV 1 *hristn Is in the fiith weex ; ne broad- oe 
a l t take on the biggest in wide a leeway in their < ie ct would ve ady fol LCA Christmas so that they can build up names 
pipet. oe . Pi er wav, after four weeks also day- es — sii 
comes. . : matter as possible, he would be Te'casé , 7 ae anaiee- Glen Hindu and oumseul . rr oe . 
But it’s net all a frenzied drive more severe with those who took Richmond decided to concen- ws a a eee nen Borge “ay — : ; : 
. . " tente y ting aetiy ~ s ( r acr t na - > 

for investments and making more advantage of it to exploit ate aking activities 1p a a 2 ea dat t the New British ( ompany 

| } ) + P re] rur + ve s an¢ } e a ie - 
money that lures the Hollywood | for biz reasons Spain “after reaching the conclu-; TUN 9 . 7 a ri ’ 

: : } ; ¢ ¢ 4 aa nt } 1 Libertador rnd Sar ento “Peyton k \ = iw 
» ¢ nt ic - . . . sion c f roductio iroblems .1DE a a orm ] 

elite to Mentos: It is the _—— Frey admitted that the distinc- | ‘ oo I icuien | ; Same” (20th) at the Geese fae ed to Make Pix 

J P er v of e P : here were the same as thos 1 i - i I ld = ee 
edge = Reged ‘ See tion between the two types of pix untered ¢€ vee ese all oe cal- lest three weeks “Cat on Hot London, May 2t 
alone and let yen ; paar es might be difficult at times and one culatinn Ureb takin n and She ha’! Tin Roof” (M-G), having gone} George Glass, Walter Seltzer and 
out any _— ~ - : . or the other could suffer. Filn % gpl 4 .| three weeks in Ist-run at the Me-| Marlon Brando Sr., whose produ 

/ . scre n alues wol os > Z I } os 

N Buy Homes, at — “4 people were also a‘raid of this h “Eng! ie Tt » © & tro. ran another three in a move- tion of “Shake Hands With the 

— : ~ $ te a . bens . : af trouble. However, Frey said hs en ee ee eee , nary of over houses Mon Oncle”’ ran, Devil” had its world preem in Dub- 
yu ¢ } vty er é ¢ ) nD summarv f ) I ‘ a 
fe no ag a ‘this ¢ id ¢ vn would be glad to hear all appeals , Sell shite ae 7 iseven wee at Ambassador and , lin last week, have formed a Brit- 

. or ny © > s tre : hic ’ nea cicnm t i € . as ae 

pec gs "h hey a ng re on these matters but would mean- 2 ss “eggs | | Liberat simnlteneausls and ish outfit known as Glass-Seltzer 

umber ars Mack. w thi . Tred Richmor . y ‘ ee ge : - 2 
on . nll re age Ided with homes while perhaps up the age limit for . had 1. “Anna of Brooklyn” five weeks at Productions Ltd. Jock MacGregor 
: . hc os pe era cown forbidden px to 18 as against pres- * — ate “T the Premier was named as the first British di- 
yi itl yjayers wno sneak Vv > . tie cial 1; mor nd Sheda wiin V I * i * 
ps ry - € * a while withou! ent 16-year-old limit can have be $300 000 ur All cine s are doing business rector of the company 

ver ce ir é nie tut . / . we would ay een ox J. Uv in- = cape a . “er eS : 
much fanfare, John Wayne Film people v ill be watching he der budget and the film would despite a 37-day bas < str : Work- The new company intends to 
doesn’t have a house there yet censorship a oe ‘ct have been t as great.” er's | : ed a general strike make features from time to time 

: A > French film con ie being one ( M 15. in sy thv with the “ita a mav a) wentioan’ 4 
But when he comes to Acapulco i French film cont nue being € ; : an on 3 .. :* : € in Britain and may also enter the 
4 ec no ] r stl > l ix > j +] + 
he indulges in skin diving. Ray = the free st in the world m ban} e rike Ms, t i cid 1 ot vidpix field. It is cu rently negoti- 
Milland, another frequent visitor The latter have stressed that it is S; ecial Screenin Of prea o theatres, cinemas or! ating with Michael Anderson, di- 
. m : he morally nore mnyohatic a ther ntertainm t enter “oe » “ . ” 4 “1, 6am 
to Acapulco, holes up in one or an- mere mpha ic on p bow g er entertainment cer s rector of “Devil to film “Serv- 
other of the luxury hotels for laz- emt © rencn mums tia nel - ant,” based on a novel by Robin 


+} : helped hike their worl ark , 1G I use} gene = *| Maughz vitl rion Bran r 
ing in the sun. nected uke their world t The Mouse’ in Geneva MULTI-LANGUAGE PIX aeten — Marlon Brando J 


siellitasicimatesicean I 

















™ wy ; “ on oe May 2 “ 
Dolin Co.’s Hispano four A special screening of “The) PREEMED NLODONT... . 
Madrid, May 26 OLD MEX GANG BACK Mouse That Roared,” produced by : | Gloria L Mil Hit 
\ » J Vy 20. ; | Tondon 1 j 
; Walter Shenson for Open Road sigimaeaag” May 19. | ane ! ano ! 
London's Festiva] Ballet, direct- PLOTS GLOBAL TOUR nat j ; 3ritish Thomson-Houston Co. 
. | ‘i f] Fil for orl release 1roug! hana enna Sn = Sanna 
ed by Anton Dolin. terminated a . eed ; ’ ees ie ao 7 of projecting multi- 
limited engagement last week at Mexico City, Mav 19 ee ie a ci ; : on “ms ” ix had its first public Milano, May 19 
¢ ¥ . : i atu <0) ) ne ite a- i? > t Y ok . 
the Teatro de la Zarzuela after an A group of 15 former youthful tional polit nersor litie at. ration in Britain last week Gloria Lane, American mezzo of 
extended run in Barcelona members of the Mexican Juvenile ¢ ay on” the 5 al : aoe preemed 1: ag gone N.Y. City Center Opera antece- 
‘ a , SAEs el a age ae a oreigén miunisters the Atoms For Peace d s. debut re at Seala 
For the twin-city tour, Dolin’s Singing Society, which gave con- meetings rig Sse ie “ag ? re uted here at La Sc 
ballerinas were Natalie Krassove- certs here a decade ago, have now Carl } — ~ henge —e ee hie 4 = e role of “Carmen,” be 
: arl ore n e en Road bow was made a > In- , ir American ¢ g it at 
ka, Marilyn Burr, Anita Landa and regrouped into the Mexico City 4,, ae . agree Pema | Photo F 6 tein eer as rst American io sing it ¢ 
vat ‘ - a ‘ jpper, and nenso! wen to rnationa an al < m é s > erp wer 
Jeanette Minty. Toni Lander was Singing Socicty Cane r keer see a . rach re four standard BTH y Pe ah gtr pec 
guest artist Male terps led by The t f 1 , 1 Ps ae r the preview. The pic | Involved were four indar¢ rT} Italians had some reservations 
BCSe GECISS wine aw ‘ 1e boys, formerly under a1 stars Peter Sellers as the head of |16m_ opt netic rojectors abot » nower iz “ae r 
Dolin, included John Gilpin, Louis in their teens. are now you! Pi Arch iperlls ae of | 1 ; I ‘ ‘ I ie 0 about the pov er in the lowe! 
( gelding igs deserts 1 small state ich declares war/and an Atom energy Authority range but singer’s voice general- 





;odfrey, Keith Beckett, Michael petween 18 and 25. Decision 


H nd Vassilie Trunoff on the U. S. because it thinks that | teaching film, “Principles Of Nu-/ly, and her figure particularly, in- 
i¢ n anc a ii ‘ . 





made to resume Careers and group |is the best way to get American/clear Fission.” Each print had a trigued the Milanese. She got a 
wo ballets by Harold Lander, again, again under the direction economic aid when it loses. Ac-|soundtrack ina different language standing ovation and good notices 
Napoli” and “Etudes” and Paddy | of Rogelio Zarzosa, founder of the | cording to Foreman, Sellers makes|—French, German, Italian, Eng-| Mario del Monaco. making his 





Stone’s choreography based on | Juvenile Singing Society, plans a a big speech on world peace which | lish—and spectactors wearing ear-| first La Scala appearance in 18 
popular South American airs, “Oc- | tour to Europe, Egypt, the Middle he felt everyone at Geneva ought| phones switched to the required!|months, was present to belt out 


tecto,’ were new to Madrid. East and South Pacific areas to hear irack, |his arias to usual cries. 
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Pop's Traits In 
Junior Todd? 


Madrid, May 26. 
The return of Mike Todd Jr. this 





week after public exposure as best | 


man at the Taylor-Fisher nuptials 
and ae reported’ simultaneous 
search for supplementary financing 
to complete his “Scent of Mys- 
tery,” begins to round out a show- 
biz profile that appears to have 
been chipped from the old block. 

In terms of film operation, it is 


possible already to assess how 
much of the late Mike Todd has 
rubbed off on his producer off- 


spring 

“Like father, like son” stamp fs 
evident, for one, in Todd Jr.’s pro- 
ducership debut. There seems little 
doubt that, when Chicagoans clear 
their nasal duets comé September, 
for a premiere whiff of “Scent of 
Mystery” in Smell-O-Vision, the 
event will rank high on the show- 
trade calendar for 1959. 

Also reminiscent, the young 
producer is going it alone—an un- 


METRO SHOOTS AT THE em 


Taylor, Maurey, y, Christian Assemble 
In Netherlands 


The Hague, May 26. 


Robert Taylor, Nicole Maurey 
and Linda Christian arrived in Hol- 
land last week from three differ- 


ent countries to begin work in 
Metro’s “The House of Seven 
| Hawks.” 


| home in Paris, and Miss Christian | 


Taylor flew here directly from | 


Hollywood, Miss Maurey from her 


from a vacation in Munich. Direc- 


tor Richard Thorpe and preducer | 


David E. Rose have been on the 
location for several weeks com- 
pleting preparations for the film- 
ing. 

Locales here, the Hook of Hol- 
land, Massaluis and near Liden 
have been selected for the Nether- 
lands filming. Interiors will be 
filmed at Metro's British studios, 





Treland-Filmed ‘Devil’ 


| 
| 


committed independent taking all | 


the help United Artists offered to 


get scent cameras rolling in Spain, | 





| given 


but looking elsewhere when the | 
budget spilled over by around 30° 
and UA reached its peseta loan 
limit 

To familiar cries of “adventure,” 
Todd Jr. says he’s producing a 
visual extravaganza and a screen 
asset, with or without nectar of 
roses, that can be exploited in 
giant-sized 70mm _ or _ world-re- 
leased in 35 

Tyro film-maker has a genuine 
admiration for the old Todd brand 
of gala hoopla salesmanship. Add- 
ing his own novel twist to the pat- 
tern of hard ticket premieres, 
group sales, unlimited _ tie-ins, 
cameo walk-ons,-etc., he will dis- 
pense with credit titles and plans 
to sell millions of photo-filled sou- 
venir programs -aturing cast, 
guest artists and the scenic sweep 
of the Spanish southland where the 
entire whodorunit is being filmed. 

Nor has the Todd flare for diver- 
sification been altered. Moving 
into pre-ske — positions, he has 
ins S led 2 $150,000 printer in Bar- 
rf ‘agone Laboratory to 
Lil n Catalan part- 
ners the only 65mm-70mm process- 
ing plant in Europe. U.S.A. East- 
man specialists have checked and 


‘d result 





With “Scent” he is inaugurating 
independent camera-to-finished- 
print production in Spain. A pack- 
age planner by biood count, Todd 
Jr. has now assembled cameras, 
sound equipment (inassociation 
with New Yorker Harry Bellock) 
and lab ervices for his own fu- 
ture productions and to provide a 
self-contained pacquet for indus- 
try use and extra revenue. Equip- 
ment wing will be headed by Ned 


Mann as a Todd subsidiary. 

Todd Jr. has two years from 
*“Sce premiere to repeat with 
Scent-O-Vision or lose his fran- 
chise. He's not saddled with smell 
and has time to study im- 


ni’ 


amy le 


pact of Chicago opening to deter- 
mine how many showcase owners 
will install odor organs and pipes 


at $20 per seat 


In the course of two talks with 
VARIETY, six weeks apart, his en- 
thusiasm has veered notably from 
the gimmick obsession to the film 
itself—or back to the basic Todd 
dictum that was handled on: 
ing succeeds like results 
pe 

Jisregard or budgets and sched- 
ules in the quest for quality 
(which includes unremorseful “Pay- 
em-off-and-send-’em-home” deci- 
sions) tightens the father-son iden- 
tity And although the rowdy, 
spicy missile thrust temperament 
is lacking, 
over the reins of a short-lived but 
spectacular showbiz dynasty 


is 


on the 


an heir apparent 


Globe Picks Up ‘Joan’ 
Rome, May 19. 

s International, local 

and producer, has 

up Carl T. Dreyer’s “Pas- 

of Are” for general 





Globe Filn 
distributor 
picked 
of 


sion Joan 


release in pursuit of its policy of | speare Festival. He will give a solo | 


bringing 
all over 


Globe is also muiling taking on 


film classics to audiences 
country. 


Stroheim’s “Foolish Wives” 
“Queen Kelly,” — both widely 
known in film club circles but 


never released generally in Italy. 


Given 2 Gala Preems In 
Ist Such Dublin Event 


By HAROLD MYERS 
London, May 28. 
production to be 
Ardmore Studios 


First major 
filmed at the new 
in Bray, Ireland, “Shake Hands 
With the Devil,”’ was appropriately 
its world preem in Dublin 
last Thursday (21). There were 
two charity galas, one sponsored 
by the Variety Club of Dublin and 
the other to aid a local polio fund. 
Net proceeds of the two shows was 
around $8,500, exceptionally high 
for that city. 

It was not only the launching of 
the first important Dublin-made 
picture, but it also the first 
world preem ever held in that city, 
and it was given the full glamor 
treatment 

Dana Wynter, 
stars in the film, 


was 


of the four 
in specially 


one 
flew 


from Hollywood to attend the two 
galas. George Glass, Walter 
Seltzer and Marlon Brando, the 


toppers of Pennebaker Productions 
who made the film for world re- 
lease through UA, also undertook 
the Atlantic crossing 

Three planeloads of press, stars 
and execs made the crossing from 
London, the third being a specially 
chartered aircraft, which returned 


to its London base by 2 a.m. the 
next morning. 

This charter aircraft, known as 
the Starlift, carried 57 stars and 


national press columnists, who ar- 
rived at London Airport in full 
evening dress and went straight 
from Dublin Airport to the Savoy 
Theatre for the first screening 


,; Among those on the plane were 


| Newley, 


“Noth- | 


Mike Todd Jr. has taken | 


and | 
gives evidence of being more than 


Peter Reynolds, Marianne Benet 
and Christopher Rhodes, all play- 
ers in the picture, as well as Slan- 
ley Baker, June Cunningham, Leo 
Genn, Michael Medwin, Yvonne 
Delphi Lawrence, Julia 
Arnall, April Olrich, James Ken- 
ney, Anne Aubrey, Dianne Aubrey, 
Robert Beatty, Lee Patterson, Su- 
san Stephen, Richard Todd and 
Eddie Calvert They were intro- 
duced on-stage by Peter Noble, 
who also presented Harry Brogan, 
a Dublin actor who is also featured 
in “Devil.” 

Visitors on 


the early morning 


aircraft were invited to a recep- | 


tion at the President's Palace and 
received by the Republic's presi- 
dent, Shaun O'Kelly. He also at- 
tended the preem, together with 
the top ministerial brass of the 
Eire government and was intro- 


duced to the star contingent prior 


to the screening 

The film, which deals with 
Irish rebellion of '21, in addition 
to Miss Wynter, stars James Cag- 
;ney, Don Murray and Glynis 
Johns. It was enthusiastically re- 
ceived by the audience. The Dub- 
lin press ran rave reviews on Fri- 
day morning, while the columnists 
on the London dailies, who were 
on the Starlift, devoted half pages 
in text and piciures. 





‘Russe Pianist at Stratford 
Stratford, Ont.. May 19. 
One of Russia’s leading concert 





pianists, Lev Oborin, will make 
jhis North American debut this 
|summer at the Stratford Shake- 


recital, make a guest 
with the National 
jchestra and do 


appearance 
Festival Or-| 
three weeks of 


and | teaching, July 6-24. 


Oborin is with the faculty of the 
Moscow Conservatory and a mem- 
| ber of the David Oistrakh Trio. 


India’s Producing Industry Expects 
$2 Mil Subsidy; Maybe Co-Producing 


+ 


the next 12 months film 





Mex Govt. Wants Deal 
With Castro Tempering 
High Cuban Film Tax 


Mexico City, May 26. 

Mexico will try to make a deal 
with Fidel Castro Ruz to free it 
from burdensome fiscal taxation 
on national product exported to 
the island for exhibition. As of 
now, a moratorium exists, with 
Mexican official 
finding the import taxes per film 
too steep to make it profitable to 


continue. 


| of Peliculas Mexicanas, has*come | 
up with an idea that has been sup- | 


the 


But Juan Bandera Molind, head 


ported here. In essence, this is to 
give complete aid to Cuba in de- 
velopment of a film industry, with 
the “loan” and “collaboration” of 
actors, writers, directors, produc- 
ers, technicians, eic., as well as 
actual pix-making equipment. 

This proposal is to be made per- 
sonally to Castro Ruz by Molina, 
who will head a commission of 
Mexican producers and distribu- 
tors going to Cuba to ask for re- 
lief from crippling import taxes. 

Mexican aid will only be ex- 
tended if Ruz sees the light, and 
lowers impost on Mexican product. 
Molina pointed out that so far 
Cuba has only been producing 
newsreels and documentaries. Fur- 


ther, he said, Mexican know how 
is particularly suited to give aid 
to Castro Ruz’ plans to establish 


picture making on a major scale. 


So. Asian Lands 
Bar Nabe’s Films 


May 19. 





New Delhi, 

‘em out” mentality 
seems to be spreading in South 
Asian filmdom. An Iraqi decision 
to ban film product of the United 
Arab Republic has come hard on 
the heels of a similar Pakistani 
move against Indian films. West 
Pakistan government has ordered 


The “shut 


Indian pix imported before mid- | 


1954 to be withdrawn from circula- 
tion Official reason for order, 
which affects some 56 films, is the 
need to protect the domestic in- 
dustry and to save foreign ex- 
change 

Pakistan Times, leading daily of 
Lahore, writes that the ban “can 
be justified only on very narrow 
grounds—namely, the elimination 


of all competition for Pakistani | 
films. And the fact that it has 
given Pakistani film producers 


such great pleasure is a grim re- 
flection on their ability to compete 
with a foreign country producing 
films in the same _ language 
{Urdu/Hindil. 

| “If Pakistani films still cannot 
stand against the competition of- 
fered by Indian films that are 15 
or 20 years old, one wonders 
whether our films will ever im- 
prove in the hothouse atmosphere | we 


distributorships 


CINERAMA’S HAWAII FOLDO 


Consolidated in Red After Cine 
Pix Last Less Than Year 





May 26. 
is only a 


Honolulu, 

Cinerama, as of today, 
memory (or nightmare) as far as 
Consolidated Amus. Co. is con- 
cerned. “South Seas Adventure” 
folded on Sun. (24) at circuit's 
downtown Princess theatre. Cine- 
rama’s only outlet in Hawaii. “Ad- 
venture” spurted slightly once the 
closing notice was posted, but the 
entire venture of slightly less than 
a year caused Consolidated to. drag 
/ out the red ink bottle and aspirin. 
Princess is shuttered for five 
days, while Cinerama equipment is 





removed. It's planned to reopen 
shortly with “Imitation of Life” 
U!. a moveover from the first-run 
Kuhio, where “Life” has been 
drawing large crowds for several 
weeks. 


French Find It’s Tough 
To Set Pix Deals With 
Russia: Too One-Sided 


Paris, May 26 

In spite of the recent successful 
Russian Film Week here, the boff 
boxoffice success of the Russo 
“Flying Cranes” and the cultural 
exchange accords between the So- 
viets and France, it is not easy to 
set film biz deals with the Russians 
| This is the consensus of opinion of 
| French fiim distribs and producers 
who have tried it. This, in spite of 
co-production now going on in 
Russia and more in the offing. 

Firstly, most French film reps 
feel that the low prices paid for 
showing in a country of Russia's 
size is not good biz. Then there is 
the case of a film that was sent 
over on Russia's demand and finally 
returned after months with a nix. 
Also revealed that some French 
films have been playing there as 
war booty picked up in Germany 
during the last war. 

French-Russian film sales got 
sticky when back in 1955 the 
French informed the Russians they 
could not force their pix on dis- 
tribs and exhibs unless they wanted 
them. Until recently Russo pix 
were shown in asmall Parisian arty 
|}and did slim biz in spite of the 
big Communist vote in France. 
Russians can rarely make an out- 
right deal and have to refer them 
to many Copertanents 


Xiomara Alfaro Touring 
Lisbon, May 19. 
Xiomara Alfaro, the Portuguese 
|pop singer, is set to tour in Por- 
}tugal, Spain, Italy, France, Ger- 
many and Britain via Louis Ramos 
of Lisbon. 
} An RCA 


+ 





Victor recorder, her 
|\“Siboney” L.P. has been doing | 
| well over the counter in the U. S.A. | 


German Film Industry Group Seeking 


London, May 26. 

A German film industry delega- | 
tion, backed by the Bonn Govern- 
ment, came here last Thursday (21) 
to plead with the Board of Trade 
and the British film industry for a 
better deal in Britain for German- 
made pictures, and was in turn 


faced with a British demand for | 


a higher quota for UK productions 
in Germany. 


Main argument of the German! 


| negotiators was that while the gen- 
|eral trend in other countries was 
| for increased sales and revenue for 
|German pix, it had just been im- 
possible to make any headway in 
| Britain. They came te urge a better 
|deal and for an industry policy 
which would be more in [ine with 
the treatment accorded Germany 


|in other countries. 
The negotiations, which were on 
a government to government level, 


Better Deal for Product in Britain 


jtook place at the BOT, and the 
sz officials were backed by 
it he heads of the British Film Pro- | 
ducers Assn., the Federation of 


| British Film Makers and the Cine-| 


matograph Exhibitors Assn., as 
well as by a number of distributors, 
particularly those specializing in 
the export field and the leading im- 
porters of Continental product into 
| Britain. 

It was explained to the German 
delegation that sub-titled versions 
of foreign language pix had to be 
confined to the limited art house 
circuit. And that, while dubbed 
versions were not exceptionally 
popular, the Germans ought to take 
the plunge and try to promote 
their product in that way. A pi- 
oneering job was needed, it was 
explained, just as the American in- 
dustry had to do a pioneering job 
in dubbing with the advent of 
sound, 


| 


+ Withi 


producets in India expect to re- 
ceive a $2,000,000 subsidy from the 
government, according to Rishi 
Dev Purie, an executive of the All- 
India Film Corp., a producer-dis- 
| tributor, and head of Bap Films 
Ltd. of London, a firm which con- 


centrates on the distribution and 
exploitation of Indian _ films 
abroad. 

Currently in New York to study 


the American film market and to 
arrange for the release of his com- 


pany’s “Handful of Rain,” de- 
scribed as the current top grosser 
in India, Purie indicated that it 


l!was conceivable that a portion of 
the coin might be employed for co- 
productions with American com- 
panies. He conceded, however, that 


the latter possibility was fraught 
with major obstacles since the re- 
ceipts in the western hemisphere 


are wanted by the American com- 
panies. He pointed out that India 
needed a portion of that hard cur- 
rency and that’s why co-production 
| negotiations have broken down in 
the past. 

Although as an “experiment,” 
'Purie has turned over two of his 
company’s pictures to 20th-Fox for 


distribution in South Africa, he in- 
dicated that, as a rule, Indian 
producers are reluctant to place 
their films with major American 


companies for distribution in the 
world market dx ~ey the superior 


facilities of the L . firms. “After 
the 40° distribution fee and ex- 
ploitation charges, there's’ not 


much left as the producer's share,” 
he declared. “Since most of our 
foreign business is in East, West 
and South Africa and in the West 
Indies, our producers prefer to re- 
ceive a flat tee from local distribu- 
tors rather than worry about per- 
centages.’ 
World Markets 

It was not until 1954, the Indian 
film-maker disclosed, that India 
became aware of the potential of 
the world market. The Indian film 
industry needs greater cooperation 
from the government, he noted, 
and the upcoming subsidy is the 
first sign of a breakthrough. How- 
ever, be stressed that Indian films 
had a Jong way to go before they 
| would be acceptable in the inter- 
national market “Our pictures 
are mainly made for the local mar- 
kets,” he pointed out. “Our pro- 
ducers and directors are not com- 
pletely aware of the trends of the 
international market. And we don’t 
know enough about the western 
market. It’s not easy to grasp the 
emotional appeals after spending 
only a few days in a country. The 
trend in story telling in our coun- 
| try is so fundamentally different. 
What is interesting in one country 
can be boring in another.” 
| Approximately 85% of the 250 to 


300 pix made annually in India, 
he said, are not suitable for show- 
ing abroad. Similarly, an Indian 
picture that may achieve success 
abroad may be a flop at home, as 
for example, “Pather Panghali,” 
which Purie noted, had difficulty 
obtaining financing in India. 
Stars All—Vital 

In some ways there’s a marked 
similarity between aspects of film- 
making in India and the United 
States, Purie said. “For in- 
stance, if you sign up the big stars, 
you can raise the money for pro- 
duction,” he pointed out. And the 
by stars, he added, can command, 
| by Indian standards, astronomical 
sums for their services. It’s not un- 
——— for a top-rated personality 

receive all or part of the re- 
oats coming from one province. 

Purie, whose indocrination in the 
film business came from working 
| With the late Sir Alexander Korda, 
declared that only by raising the 
standards of flim-making, either 
| through pressure by the govern- 
ment or the industry, could Indian 
films crash the western market 
and obtain a share of the hard cur- 
rency that is so desperately needed 
in India. He cited the great diffi- 
culty Indian films had in getting 
| into the English-speaking and the 
Latin American market. 

Although only a small percentage 
of foreign films played in India, 
there was still a great disparity 
between imports and experts. For- 
eign films, including American pix, 
can obtain a total of some 150 
bookings in India, Purle disclosed. 
All told there are between 3,000 
and 3,500 theatres in India, plus 
| 1,000 so-called touring theatres, 
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TV Age Changing Summer Show Biz 
In 1959 at Blackpool, With Tele 
Stars Cast in Many New Layouts 


By GORDON IRVING 
Blackpool, May 26. 


The television age is changing 


the summer show biz scene in this 














no est England vacation resort, 
playground center of millions from 
May to October. Veude layouts are 
becoming tv-angled, with billtop- 
pers ! performers from net- 
worke le shows with high rat- 
ins Notable instance of this trend 
js the decision to feature the cast 
of -the G ada-tv. show, “The 
A Game in a Bernard Del- 
font presentation at the Hippo- 
drome, where a twice-nightly run 
is edded to teeoff June 26. The 
iv show is an Army comedy series, 
networked each Friday. 

Artists in the stage version, pre- 
sented with permission of Grana- 
da-Tv. will be Michael Medwin 
Alfie Bass, Bill Fraser, Norman 
Rossington and Ted Lune. Show 
will have further support from tv 
thrush Rosemary Squires and ven- 
{riloquist Albert Saveen. Other 
acts pacted include Ossie Noble, 
Frediani, Albert & Les Ward and 
Marie de Vere dancers 

tr ie tele aze of 1959, U. K. ver- 
gic is also reflected in the choice 
of t! 1e lavout for the Palace, twice- 
—s summer operation con- 
trolled by the Blackool Tower Co. 
Ty wo widely known tv shows, “New 
Look” and ‘he Jubilee Show,” 
are being merged into one com- 
posite affair, billed as “Television's 
Two Top Shows in the Same Pro- 
gramme.” 

Performers will include Roy 
Castle, Joe Baker & Jack Douglas, 
and Gilliam Moran, all from the 


Associated Television 
Look.” From “The 
will be buxom war- 


London 
show, “New 
Jubilee Show” 


bler Marion Rvan, also a tv star; 
and Peter Raigh, tele compere. 
Five Dallas Boys and Jerry Berg- 
man & Mimi are other acts in the 


lineup 


‘Big Show of 1959’ 


Major offering, “The Big Show 
1959,” presented by George & Al- 
fred Black at 3,600-seat Opera 
House, is opening June 27. It will 
star tv comedians Jimmy Jewel & 


Ben Warriss, long an English com- 
edy duo, and chirper Jill Day. Cast 





includes Larry Griswold, the Peiro 
Brothers, the Najarros (4), Jean 
Louis Bert & Hionka, George Mit- 
chell Singers (8) and 20 John 
Tiller Girls 


Charlie Chester, another radio 


and tv com’c, will be featured by 
George & Alfred Black in a “Pot 
Luck,” giveaway show at the ad- 
jacent Winter Gardens Pavilion. 
Support vaude cast includes the 
Hedley Ward Trio, Marian Miller, 
Three Ghezzis, Mirko de York and 
his Puppets, Eric Greer and 12 
Joan Davis Dancers. 

Dickie Henderson, English come- 
dian, who impressed crix last year 
at Las Vegas, is topper in a Jimmy 
Brennan presentation at Queen’s 


Theatre, intimate vaudery - with 
fairly lav 
Ronnie Hilton, English pop singer; 
and Jimmy Clitheroe, local come- 
dian, are also featured. One of the 
hits of the layout is Dominique, 
French pickpocket magician, newly 
arrived from Las Vegas. The Dior 
Jancers, English act formed and 
produced by Bob Ganjou (formerly 


of Ganjou Brothers & Juanita), 
aiso score in the James Brennan 
show. Bilitopper Dickie Henderson 
registers strongly. 


Bernard Delfont’s 3d Venture 

season, Bernard Delfont, in 
tion to presenting “The Army 
show at uptown Hippo- 


This 








drome, is staging his third venture 
at the North Pier Pavilion. This, 
too, has a slant in that it stars 
a new diminutive comedian who 
has shot recently to national fame 
via a tele series. He is Charlie 
Drake. Edmund Hockridge, sturdy 
Canadian singer, is also starred in 
the North Pier show, which in- 
cludes The Mudlarks, the Three 
Monarchs (comedy instrumental- 
ist and singer Doreen Hume. | 
Evers & Toni are speciality acro- 
bats. Ernest Maxin produces. 





lore vaude is offered at the 
Central Pier Pavilion, with come- 
dians Morecambe & Wise and 

mmy James. Trio Vadette is com- 
edy musica! act, and the singers 
are David Balbraith. a Canadian, 
and Shelley Marshall, an Austral- 


ish production qualities. | 


| however, 














'jan. Show, as in previous years, {fs 
|staged by Peter Webster 

Other shows are “Ice Parade of 
1959.” opening June 20 at the Ice 
Drome, and running twice daily 
“Dave's Back,” vaude offering, with 
local comedian Dave Morris on the 
South Pier; and a choice of two 
plays per week at the Royal Pa- 
vilion, presented by Jack Ros se 

In addition, there are v - 
nightly concerts every Sunday 
staged hy main impresarios at the 
Opera House, North, Central 
South Piers, the Palace Theatre 
and Queen's Theatre. The Grand 
Theaire has a new comedy “Happy 
Days,” : reen 1, wit 
Thora Hird an iir fe 

holiday 

Pierrot layouts in o] a- 
side style, featuring comparativel) 
era performers, are at the 
Central, South and North Piers 
and are framed largely for moppet 
tastes. The Tower Circus, pre- 
sented by the Blackpool Tower! 
Company, w.th Charlie Cairoli as 
chief clown, is also enjoying a 
successful run, being first to open 
and almost the last to close. 


Teenagers Not Overlooked 


| The ’59 teenager. also attuned to 
a tv age, isn’t forgotten in the new 
Blackpool scene. A peak-of-season 
matinee show, presented by Lon- 
don impresario Harold Fielding at 
the Palace Theatre, has such teen- 
age idols from the “Oh Boy 
rock ‘n’ roll tele series as Mart) 
Wilde, Billy Fury, Cuddly Duddly, 
Mike Pres‘on, Dickie Pride and 
Cherry Wainer. This season is set 
for July 16 to Aug. 15. 
Blackpool, 1959 version, is as 
jazzy, as brassy and as noisy as 
ever. Sideshows of. all varieties 
fortune-tellers and popcorn stall 


line the promenade, often called 


“The Golden Mile.” Hotels, bar 
rooms and boarding houses are 
| jam-packed. Fairgrounds do good 
biz as also do the danceries ard 
modern cinemas. Blackpool is st : 


a paradise for the get-rich-quic 





boys and a haven of light enter- 
tainment. 

As a vaude-reviver in a 
where vaude is steadily giving ’ 
to the tv age, the town and its 16 
live shows make an _ intriguing 
study of this Gay and a It is no 
Las Vegas or London or Paris, but 


as a well lighted cutpost of show 
biz it is putting up a cormmendable 
show. Nowhere else in the U. K 
is the desire of the average Eng- 
lishman and his family to be enter- 
tained so obvious or so strong. 


‘10 C's Still Wow 


On Hawaii Dates 





| Honolulu, May 26 

|} “10 Commandments” (Par), an 
all-time blockbuster the first tine 
out, is still breaking ——- in 


Hawaii, drawing both new and re- 
peat biz as it reaches Consol id ited 
Amusement’s mabe and rura 
houses. Pic opened at the Kuhio 
Theatre in December of 1957. and 
ran 11 weeks at $1.80 top, a le 
that circuit chiefs pegged as “real- 
istic.” It was the biggest grosser 
in that first-run house's history 

Shelved for a year, Consolidated 
| booked pic “10 Commandments 
into its midtown n-be. the Pawaa 
on a one-week run which stretched 
into four weeks. 


Sci 








Pic then got 10-day runs on 
Hawaii, Kauai and Maui Islands 
the latter being a non-Consolidated 
theatre. In the last few weeks 
circuit has shown “10 C’s” for a 
full week at its Wahiawa and Wai- 
pahu rural houses and the nabe 


Liliha theatre, “amazing” 


all to 


sults. Most of these houses neve 
hold a picture for more than two 
days and one of them nominall 
changes features daily. 

At the outset, the circuit was 





dubious about the picture’s draw- 
ing power among Hawaii's Budd- 
hist population. Buddhist leaders, 
praised the picture as a 


graphic illustration of the power 
of Faith. Jewish, Catholic and 
Protestant leaders also went out 
of their way to recommend the 
film. 


Row Over Commie Mural 


Halted By Mex Actors 











Mexico City, May 19. 

Rodolfo Landa, involved in a 
controversial tiff with leftist 
painter David Alfaro Siqueiros 
over theme of a “political” mural 
the artist was executing for the 
National Assn. of Actors in its 
Jorge Negrete Theatre headquar- 
ters, shrugged off the entire mat- 
ter as a “tempest in a teapot 
Siqueiros, miffed at the work sus- 
pension order issued by ANDA 
topper Landa, and covering up of 
his communistic mural, said he 
will ask for a plebiscite so that 
ANDA membe themselves can 
decide. 

Painter hreatens to seek 
legal rec S e courts to ob- 

in 100.000 sos SP. 00f pro- 
nised } on < pletion of mural 

Siqueiros | eled Landa as a 

rvile pup} of capitalists and 

ored federal icies who also 
have been ¢ il of his political 
ideas as expre d in his paintings 
Landa does not want to discuss 
the niatter furthe He inted a 
mural preser phases of fhe 
theatre and the painter’s work is a 
far cry from what he was com- 
missioned to do, he avers. There- 
fore, ANDA within its rights to 
stop work and to order destruction 
of what has been completed, Landa 
Sala, 


Nat'l Actors Assn. Stands Pat 
In 


violent three-hour assembly, 


a 





the National Assn. of Actors de- 
cided to continue its judicial action 
against leftist painter David Alfaro 
Siqueiros because his mural 
stinks” as art form. 
However h all the fiery Latin 








noise, this was a remarkably peace- 
ful meeting—considering that the 
artist was there. After much debate 
it was decided not to make an 
issue of giving him the bum’s rush, 
and he s “invited” to appear 
ard present } case 


Austria's B.0. Off, 


To Cut Features 





Vienna, May 26 
Drastic drop in attendance at 
Austrian theatres during the first 


part of 1959 and the deterioration 





of conditions in Germany will 
force a cut in Austrian film pro- 
duction, Ludwig Polsterer, prez of 
Austria's Cosmopole Film, said last 
week, 

Under their agreement with the 
Germans, the Austrians are al- 

ed to import 25 films into West 
Germany The Germans in turn 
bring 100 pix in i Since 
Germany constit to 90° 
of the market for Austrian films 


the Vienna studios have been turn- 





ing out only 25 pictures annuallv 
Polsterer said 1959 would probably 
see only about 17 or 18 Austrian 
pictures produced 
} “We seem to be at the hot 
of a downward curve here,” Pol- 
sterer, who's also publisher of the 
Wiener Kurier, the largest news- 
paper in Vienna, said. “Peonle iust 
eem to have lost interest in films 
for the moment Our attendance 
was off 800,000 during the fir 
couple of months in 1959 against 
1958. For a litile countrv | Aus- 
tria that’s gu a drop.” 

While Austria has television, it’ 
not figured tco serious a compe 
tion as vet 

Polsterer said is Cosmopole 
Film would produce onlv one pic- 
ture this year and that well to- 
wards t end of °59 


Assoc. British Cinemas 
In Biz Building Drives 


London, May 26 
As af a) to its better busi- 
ness campaigr using he slogan 
Don't Take Your Wife For Grant- 
ed—Take Her To The Pictures” 
ended in Marct Associated Brit- 
ish Cinem Ltd. is planting a lim- 


ited series of ads in national News | 
papers with more of an upbeat} 
slant. 








‘Tth Army Cancelling Free Soldier 


Shows in Europe: p to Local Clubs 





VENICE INT’L GET-TOGETHER 























\‘Cinema and _ Civilization’ 
Topic At Big Discussion Conclave 
| Rome, May 19. 
An important international get- 
together on the topic of “Cinema 
and Civilization” is slated to be 
held in Venice Sept. 6-10, during 
the film festival, wit nany top 
names in t fields of pictures 
music and other aris expected to 
attend Basic slate for the meet- 
ings was discussed recently by 
Rene Clair and Venice Fest prexy 
Floris An nnati. 

Fron g list of ir 
names already officiall 
the alfair ‘Georges Au 
Buffet, Satyajit Ray, C 
lin, = berto Rossellini, : 
the Americans are Robert Aldrich, 
Padds Chayevski, Richard Brooks, 
Irene Dunne, John Ford, Arthur 
Miller, Elia Kazan, Tennessee Wil- 
liams, Arthur Knight nd ged 
signor Fulton Sheen Briti 
vitees, among others, are Al ifred 
Hitchcock, Laurence Olivier, Gra- 
ham Greene, Roger Manvell, Paul 
| Rotha, John ierson, David Lean, 
Wystan Auden and T. §S liot. 


Reissues Perk Up 
On Paris Dates 











Paris, May 26. 

The fir st-run reissue of Jean 
Renoir’s 1937 pic. “La Grande II- 
lusion, * made about $265,000 on 

|} its 19 weeks at a sme]l Champs- 
Elvsees theatre, and is now getting 
big nabe runs. Jt also was a hit in 
other countries in Europe and has 
been taken for the U.S. by Walter 
Reade’s Continental Distributors. 

“Illusion” had been playing 
around in nabe reissue spots but 
it took a cleaning up of the print, 
with the addition of scenes never 
seen before, plus its being picked 
as one of the best 12 pix in the 
world at the Brussels Film Fest, to 
set it off on its ne amazing 
career. 

The f s é e also seemed to 

> esponsive chord inter- 
The success of “I}lu- 
sion” has two other famed 1930s 
oldies being prepared for firstrun 
issues. They e Julien Duvivier's 
“La Bandera” and Rene C 
“Le Million.” 

“Bandera” deals with a man on 
the run who ends up in the For- 
eign Legion where he dies a heroic 
death. This well done actioner 
lay cash in on the North African 
aspects of today. “Million” is one 
of Clair’s brighter comedies about 
the search for a lost lottery ticket 
that has won a fortune. 

If either of these do anything 
near “Illusion” b z, there may be 
a spate of firstrun openings for 
famed oldies. The reissue of old 
Charles Chaplin pix in first-run 
spots here every year also do 
mighty biz as diito with perennial 
return showings of “Gone With 
Vind” M G 


WALT DISNEY UNIT ON 
LOCATION IN SCOTLAND 








| 


|} est land army, 


Main 


Stuttgart, May 
Army, the world’s 
headquartered here, 
discontinuing the special free 
soldier shows that it has been pre- 
senting for seven years to millions 
of American servicemen stationed 
in Europe. For the 150,000-man 
group it means the end cf gratis 
shows presented by soldier-enter- 
tainers at remote bases throughout 
the German command from four to 


19. 


Seventh la 


f- 
E 


1s 





12 times annually. For soldiers 
with professional tertainment 
background, it he demise of 
a seven-year ase for their 
talents as singers, dancers, musi- 
cians, emcees and comedians in 
these popular musical revues. 
And for the draftees who are 
shipped to Europe, this eans no 


more chance for those who have 
a show biz backgrourd to keep 
their oes in practice by appearing 
with such shows 

The current Seventh Army sol- 
dier show “Inside Out” winds up 
its run July 8 in Germany And 
the show slated to follow it has 
been cancelled. Seventh Army 
started its famed repertory com- 
pany, in which its own soldiers 
participated, in 1952, with an orig- 
| inal policy of sending out 11 or 12 


pendents 


Glasgow, May 19 

A Walt Disney unit is currently 
lensing outdoor scenes for “Kid- 
napped” in West Highland area, 
with work concentrated on the sea- 
port town of Oban and the moun- 
tain cé@énter of Fort William, near 
Ben Nevis, U.K.’s ghest moun- 
tain. James MacArthur and Eng-| 
lish actor Peter Finch are on loca- 
tion with the unit 

Pleas are being put forward 
here for greater use of Auld Lang 





| Syne territory as location filming 
material Backgrounds for other 
new films are being lined up here 








First appeared last Tuesday (12) |including “A Touch of Larceny” 
in the top-circulation Daily Mirror.|(Vera Mile James Mason) and 
Carrying an illustration of a young | “Tunes of Glory,” for which Jack 
wife smiling at her husband, it had | Hawkins is being paged as star. 

Thank you fer a wonderful even-| Local theatre world and Actors 
ing” as the main line and detailed | Equity leaders want greater use 
in the body of the copy top cur-|made of Scot aciors and actresses 
rent pix and ‘“‘winners on the way.” in their own « try, with stu- 

Another promotional drive being|dios being set up at convenient 
started by the circuit involves vis-| vantage point and leased out to 

by Detective-Superintendent | both British and American pro- 
Fabian to ABC's minors’ matinees. | ducers. 


t 


soldier shows a 


Last fall 


year. 

planned to 
its shows, 
ed to four 
money for 
unable 


the military 
step up the number of 
which had been redu 
annually, and got the 
the productions. But it 
to obtain sufficient soldiers on 
special tours of duty to participate 
in the increased number of produc- 
tions 


was 





Mne major objection has always 
come from unit military comman- 
ders, who don't like to release foot 
soldiers for the wenn five 
months, including one month of re- 
hearsal and four months of per- 
forming There are no replace- 
ments provided for the soldiers, 
and some commanders object to 


the boys becoming entertainers in- 






stead of sticking to the strictly 
military. Seventh Army sources 
pointed out that producing the 
shows required as much as 100.000 
manhours of servicemen every 
year. Cost re producing four of the 
hour-and-a-half long revues has 
been about $40,000 annually. Budg- 
et-conscious officials cite this as 
another reason for disbanding the 
outfits. 

The Seventh Army also orig- 
inally had repertory theatre, which 
it discontinued a year ago. Now its 


only entertainment 


through its 


provided 
Entertainment Branch 


will be the famed Seventh Army 
symphony. But, charged one irate 


entertainment officer,“It is strictly 
longhair and used to cement inter- 
national relations. Is this consid- 
ered more important than the 
ety shows that appealed to 
average GI?” 

Army Officials Not Perturbed 

Seventh Army off though, 
pointed out that off-duty enter- 


Vari- 


the 


i iale 
iciais 


tainment conducted by the local 
service clubs and entertainment 
directors at every post provides 


leisure time outlet and interest for 
qualified military performers with- 
out interrupting their primary duty 
as soldiers. 
Each one 
attracted an 
mated 35,000 


shows 


esti- 


of the soldier 
audience of an 
servicemen and 
playing generally 100 
performances. Among the big name 
performers who took part were Pfe 
Gary Crosby, who emceed show 
and sang in it last year sale his 
stint as a Seventh Army soldier, 
and Pfe Daniel Levine, who ap- 
peared in the Breadway production 


de- 


of “Diary of Anne Frank.” During 
fiscal year 1959, because of con- 
troversies involving the shows, only 


three productions were completed. 


“I think it’s terrible,’ Seventh 
Army entertainment director E. 
Ray Scott, commented. For four 
years the head of this branch, he 
had announced his resignation be- 
fore the cancellation was decided. 
Scott, who formerly worked with 
NBC-TV in production, plans to 
return to the U. S. 


9th Nabe Week for ‘Mame’ 
San May 26 
“Auntie Mame” (WB) currently 
at the Laurel Theatre, local nabe 
house, operated by the Cinema 
Arts Circuit, now in its ninth 
week. 
Is being shown four 
with the first at 2 p.m. 


Antonio, 


is 


times daily 
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Last year’s No. 1 best seller...this year’s (we hope) No. 1 motion picture 


» 
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O Nn VM ay 1 5 y inthe early hours of the morning, we finished filming ANATOMY 
OF A MURDER exactly eight weeks after we started production at the actual locales described 
in Robert Traver’s novel and Wendell Mayes’ screenplay. 

ON JULY 1, six weeks later, ANATOMY OF A MURDER Will have its world premiere. Our purpose 
is to bring the best seller to the screen while it is still fresh in the minds of millions of people. 

We accomplished what we set out to do only through the extraordinary cooperation, 
talent and technical know-how of everyone involved in the making of the picture. 

My sincere thanks to James Stewart, Lee Remick, Ben Gazzara, Arthur O’Connell, Eve 
Arden, Kathryn Grant, to Joseph N. Welch, who temporarily left his Boston law office to play 
‘Judge Weaver” in the old Court Room at Marquette, to George C. Scott, Orson Bean, Russ 
Brown, Murray Hamilton, Brooks West, Ken Lynch, John Qualen, Howard MeNear, Ned 
Wever, Jimmy Conlin, Royal Beal, Joseph Kearns, Don Ross, Lloyd Le Vasseur and James 
Waters; to Duke Ellington for his musical score; to Sam Leavitt for his camera work; toa 


great crew, and last, but not least, to John D. Voelker (Robert Traver) who gave me invaluable 


counsel, both as author of the book, and as Justice of the Supreme Court of Michigan. 
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Our most grateful appreciation to the wonderful people of Ishpeming, Marquette, Big 
Bay and Michigamme, who opened their homes and hearts to us, and without whose gen- 
erous hospitality we would never have been able to reach our goal. 

Thanks also to the Exhibitors who showed their confidence by booking the film for July 
playing time while it was still before the cameras. 

ANATOMY OF A MURDER Will have its world premiere at the United Artists Theatre, Detroit, 
July 1st. It will open shortly thereafter at the Criterion and Plaza Theatres in New York; at 
the Warner Beverly Hills in Los Angeles; at the Woods in Chicago; at the Randolph in Phila- 
delphia; at the Trans Lux, Washington; Gary, Boston; Allen, Cleveland; Paramount, San 
Francisco; Warner, Milwaukee; Miracle and Carib, Miami; Century, Buffalo; Circle, Indian- 
apolis; Imperial, Toronto; Vanity, Windsor; Orpheum, Champaign; Shoppingtown, Syracuse; 
Keith, Lowell; Five Points, Jacksonville; Strand, Memphis; Keith, Cincinnati; Keith, Dayton; 
Orpheum, New Orleans; Loew’s Grand, Atlanta; Palace, Dallas; Aztec, San Antonio; Metro- 
politan, Houston; Worth, Ft. Worth; Plaza, El Paso; Paramount, Austin; State, Galveston; 
Orpheum, Minneapolis; Orpheum, St. Paul; Harris, Pittsburgh. OTTO PREMINGER 





AN OTe PREMINGER FILM 





JAMES STEWART - LEE REMICK 
BEN GAZZARA 2 ARTHUR O'CONNELL 
EVE ARDEN 2 KATHRYN GRANT 


and JOSEPH N. WELCH as Judge Weaver i 
GEORGE C. SCOTT/ORSON BEAN/RUSS BROWN/MURRAY HAMILTON/BROOKS WEST ; 
screenplay by WENDELL MAYES from the best-seller by ROBERT TRAVER 

photography by SAM LEAVITT produced & directed by OTTO PREMINGER/a Columbia release 
>musie by Duke Ellington« 
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Picture Grosses 














| BROADWAY 


Continued from page 9 


Indpls sia ‘James’ 


Fair $6, 000, ‘Shane’ 7G Col) (reissue) (AB-PT 13.665. 81-8: 


Paramount ‘AB-PT 


anapolis, May 26. —‘*Woman Obsessed” (20th). Oper 
First-run activity here is now | today (Wed.). Last week, ‘Warlock 
about at vear’s low, with the Lyric | (20th) (4th wk-5 days), mild $17,000 























closed unti Porgy and Boss” is after $23.000 in third regular wee 
ready t dshow while the In- Paris ‘Pathe Cinema 568 
diana is playing host to the Presby- | $1.80) — “Heroes and _ Sinners 
terian ¢ ention. “Shane,” out| (Janus) (3d wk First holdo 
on reissue boxoffice der with! session finished Sunday (24 
nice re at the Circle. ° i trim $7,200. Initial week, $8 
Je e is only fair % i “Women Are Weak” (Indie) is 
“AL Cat ‘ hapes okay in sé id to come in June 8 
at Keit Radio City Music Hail (R 
Estimates lers 6.200, 90-$2.75 Ask \ 
Circl 8 75- | Girl” (M-G) end stagesho Init 
$1 : Pai reissue) and) week ending today ‘Wed.) is head 
*Forbi Island” ‘Col Nice! ing for big $159.000 Hole 
$7. t eek, “Never Steal | of course. Last weex, “Count 
AY I { and No | Blessings’ (M-G) and stag 
N ( Bull { $5 500 4th wk) $117.000 
Keith's l 1.303; $0-$1.25)— Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; 90-$1.2 
“Al ( ( \ d wh Oke “Compulsion 20th 9th 
$5.000. | ek, $12,000 Eighth round ended yes 
Leew's ( 2,427; 75-$1.25 Tues.) was mild $7,500 or 
ones NS J UA) and! Seventh was $10,800 
i \ UA Fair $6.0 ). Plaza (Lopert 525: $1.50-$3 
Last we Count Blessings’ | «y\jodern Times” ‘Lopert) (1 
(M-G Menace in Night sth wk Third week fini 
(CA Ss Friday 22 was great $lt 
Second was $19,800 
ICGCT rs Roxy (Indie) (5.705; $0-$2.5¢ 
LOS ANGELES “Imitation of Life’ (U) with sts 
( from } show (6th-final wh Thi 
(ABPI W ¢ 3 2.815; | ending tomorrow hur look 
117 1,7] 1,298 10-S1.50 dip to mild $36,000. Fifth we 
“Shaggy D E\ and “Alias $43.000 kes an unsuallvy st 
Jesse J UA) ‘Fox Beverly run for “Life” and best he 
“Golden Age Comedy” DCA) months. “Pork Chop Hill’ 
other theatre 2d wi Smash | opens Friday (29 
$29 000 ear ] st wee s 36.9006 State ‘Loew 1.900; 90-$2 
Fine Arts i. wi Gan vt ete “Some Like It Hot ; i A) 19 
—" ae! : 19.700 Eighth frame finished Saturda 





a ae =q,| Was great $35,600. Seventh 
lige ~2*-9" $41,000. First three cays of 
peas: “trent week (9th) held with f 








— . $12,500 or close 
O-SO Sz - a 
; . €1 95 Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-818 
1 T OO. *) 95.99 ‘ ate ‘ 2 : 
+ ss ; ge ” (Reh hey | Gigi’ (M-G Oth wk J 
<> " enn) WWeeK completed Saturday ‘2 
ne 0 Tact week £6.700 : > ean 
Fin Fas : 0. we 1 ane €9.¢9 40 sockeroo $16,100. The 28ih ses 
ye y Lil Tt Flag (74, i 7th | $17,300. Looks to stay on 
Ba ibe ee : ! hs to come 
¢ ndsome $15.090. Last week, | Monu me 7 a 
pee eae Trars-Lux 52d St. ‘T-L 
aes . . . peare $1-$1.50) — “The Root” (T-L 
New I _— El R: Wied ye Pe wk). Second frame concluded 
861: ae od Man day (26) pushed to big 
WB k. N pial Rael First was $11.000 





Rey? and “ é abt 
(4th wk) (New Fox), “Rell, Book 





Victoria (‘City In\ 1,002; 
$2'\—"*Al Capone” ‘AA) (10th 








1d Col) treéssne) (29d wk) (Fl a : : 
“i B eo $6500. Last eek, The ninth round finished last n 
0 Tues.) was sturdy $17,509 i 
Tri rw Qo- 90-8150 eighth week, $20,800 lod: 
ris 8 -S1.5t paey # : one 
“Gigi” (M-G 8th wk) and “Gid- Times Lopert) ‘reisst con 
get” (Ce 4t} | Firm ©3.8090. | next, but date not sect 
Last week come —_—_—_ 
’ UAT 1209: $1.45- 
$3.30 Diary of Anne Frank BALTIMORE — 
Pea I =e ae 6 000 for 4 Continued fro 
days t week, $5.1( die) Oke $12 cae 
i > meee : l€ ke $1.800 a t eek, 
Fox Wilshire FW 2206-1 5 5s: Kings). $1.5 
$] 5.¢9 4 “a] nirg Reauty” aet VIngs 


(BV) (17th wk). Mild $3.700. Last! Hippodrome RE) (2,900 


week, $3.200 
Warner Hollvwwend SW-Cinera- 
ma 1.389: $1.20-89.65 “South for first. 


7 tip aaa ei i rea Ccnekanin Little (R-F) (300; 50-$1.25 


Started 35th week Sundav. (24), Milkmaid” (Indie). Dull $1,000 
after great $16.400 last week Last week, “No Escape” (Indic 


< arthay FW 1125: $1.75-| ‘2d _ wk), $1,000 


¥ 
20 


oe UA 127th wh Cicantic “Imitation of Life” (U) (9th 
$29.000 J t week. £138.500 


$5,000 after ditto in fifth. 
Playhouse (‘Schwaber (460; 
$1.50\—"‘Room at Top” 


WASHINGTON 





. ae a third. 





7 “Young Philade!nhians” 

== : Fair $6,000. Last week, “Git 
—"It H ned to Jane Col), $8,000 wae , 
Sock ¢ y Town (R-F) (1,125; 50-$1.25 
“Pal “Compulsion” (20th) (3d 


second, 








Di: ip] t $10 } ) L st ANCCR, 
re 
W: arner S Cinersn 1.308 BOSTON 
$1.2 : Se Adven- Continued from page 8 
ture Cine 23d.wk Off at $1.10)—‘Imitation of Life” 
$13 Last ek 15.000 erun). Good $10,000. Last 
lorrors of Black Museun 


—_— $11,000 
BUFFALO | Pilgrim (ATC) (1.000 


f l 
page 9 “Accursed” (AA) and “Al Cay 





Rov Cor 1 “Am AA rerun). Good $5.500 
Re , 1 . “¢ ~ week. “Rio Bravo” (WR 

’ ess : ed and “Jamboree” (WB), $5.06 
WE i or be r Last | ° Jam 901 Wh), 
week fe Saxon (Sack) (1.1 $1.50 

I : 4 OF “Diary of Anne Frank” (20t 

eta, So : , a | Wk). Fair $8,000. Last wee! 
5 dd: $6500. Last . Trans-Lux (T-L) (730; 75 
2 ; ; saSt WeCK,|__o«“wife for Night” Ind 
>. > pf ’ ; eck . aa | “Street of Shame” | , 

y T j ’ $ Of tie > 

= aramou t ane. i 3 vu it ae $3.300 Last wee Vj 4 
(A octage * Indie) and “Illicit = li 

J : ¥ . 

e at VK $4,000 

Str po ek. “Shane” | 1 wk), 


' ‘| Orpheum (Loew) (2.900 
(Par mal » Command” | $150)—“Some Like It Hot” 


P oon | "7 e 
(Pp: i ww 1} (9th wk ll $7.500 in 5 d 





— |Last week. $10.000 
n At 1 Wk). | State (Loew 2600: 90-81 
Okay $4 \ 0 |“Doctor’s Dilem - IALG 


Cinema (\ in 150 





| 
i” (M-G) | 
Last week, $2,200, 1(M-G) (2d wk), $9,000. 





$1.25 — “Shane” (Pa reis 
2d wk). Slow $4.000 after $6,000 


Mayfair ‘R-F) (909; 50-$1.50 
Cke $3,000 after same in eighth 


New (R-F) (1.600; 50-$1.50) 
“Shaggy Dog” (BV) (6th wk). Good 


' 2; . -_ _— 
Ca} \A) (3d wk). Socko $4,500 after $5,000 


Stanley ‘R-F) (2.800; 50-$1.2 


Down to fair $4,500 after $6,000 


$12,000. Last wee':. “World. F] 
Devil” (M-G) and “Nowhere to Go” 


CHICAGO 


Continued from pag 


Indie) and “Street of ne 


Indie $5.500 
Oriental (Indie 3.400 
Warlock 20tI 

Last week, “Count Y« 

M-G 3d wk $13.000 
Palace Sw-¢ 


$1.25-$3.40 ~ th Se; 
re Cinerama 
lent $24.000. Last week 


Roosevelt (B&K) ‘1.400 


n ¢ l 
W $13.0 | k 
I riappe ed ( 
! ( Wed 
State-Lake 
S | K 
J e J es 
Surf [&: } f 
$ I Da 


fodd’s Cinestag 





. 
Woeds 
LG 
\ or d 
B h 
SAN FRANCISCO 
United Artists | ( 
2, ag ght 
( bette I : k 
Stacedoor 
9° ( 
“ n 
"pe , S4 k 
Vogue S.} 
Dre ing I : 
Alexandria 1 Cal 
fs aa cy 


; ’ 
D 
‘ br 
Shawnee D In 
Drive-In (1 
{ 
( Gul ) 
4 ~ T 
\) and “I 
with ( 
Uptown 
nN 
veek, $2 
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State I 
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Suburban World 
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‘Mistakes’ 








Jones’ nald ( 


Lorraine Hansberry Deplores ‘Porgy’ 


Racial Stereotype Air Debate a Feathers-Stirrer 


—Preminger in Rebuttal 


< PITMAN real une “we can't pretend all 


} 7c are EO ] Ame j 
90. Mav 26 things are equal in America Miss 
nist 1 K aaaberrs saic The whole tradi- 
\ ) 1 ‘ 
; tion of American literature has a 
ers 
certain characteristic when it 











bei: _|comes to Negroes, and the fact of 
‘ te “eetegees | the matter is that the most sym- 
I 4 patnetic nove for the Negro = 
p th gots ppene to have been built 
| : The , round | e most offensive charac- 
Pre : ter I Aim in literature—who is 
H l cle I ! t ao SI t n we 
ant Negroe ( understand irriet 
a Beecher Stowe’'s no es 
i When Pre ! r pressed her on 
-~ 5 ! e suspected the n es 
: ey q_, behind the “P« pic, Miss Hans- 
\ .] berry € l We canr al- 
¢ P¢ } ford the xurle of mistakes of 
, | ( I s. So it isn’t matter 
the ¢ e of bei hostile to you, but on the 
org pre the d it’s also a matter of 
( P . er to t to get to 
WBBM-TV_ Understand that your mistakes can 
t mid- | 0€ Palntul, even those which come 
e , fr¢ excellent itentions We've 
’ P a iro reat - 
1 ‘ P e! 
convey r Aware or not, Preminger again 
CC ede ne oint on al - 
elle I it when, after she 
stere pes is asked why no whites had been cast 
> i—that in “Carmen Jones,” he replied: 
t B S€ t a fantasy, besause 
in f) t al h tv at t it I 
e fre eve a world that really doe t exist” 
t g 4 re 





| 


“p , ‘to | N. Y. as Film Centre: 
= It’s Holiday for ional 











| 

1 Ss e nove a ages of east- 
é é } du n that hitherto ay 
a il : e *« apeda trade notice were 
kes ( ir to pointed § ot k producer-writer 
d f lice, Joseph Fields at a press luncheon 
ld last week in New York. With 
ol é the film ve n of his Broadway 
Anniversary Waltz,’ due to 
directed tl ind up shooting this week at the 
ation for Fox Movietone Studios in Gotham, 
lie ele Fields feels that making a picture 
Dubose Ha in New York is “a little easier be- 
e offended Ne- cause you can go home at night” 
Oorid has Budgeted at around $1,000,000, 
Wi is a Joseph Fields produc- 
great on { t Ralph Fields and 
€ i recte D i Miller David 
( ge Gersh- \ er ard Mitzi Gavnor head e 
gre é We're shooting § the tiim 
n for ( here,” Josey Fields itter-of- 
ed e “ex factl\ exp ed bec: the 
€ Ve. ove Siory takes i e here us g 
€ e act tes Ww can get more 
Am fe i t ‘ a Hollywaod back- 

P ot 
ind 1 € The ) J h Fie s covly 
ile s i ad aqucement for the 








oncered I tfect get a rest from Hollywood 
*i that there are 


en Jones,” less distr ctions is New York which 
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Inside Stufi—Pictures 


A prominent 

prices of filn es on the New Y 
last e¢ s VARIETY), 

its ! 

but t us 

the re li tio 

investors f 

$0 ia as ( 

nor ceases to be a consideration. 


p s of many film issues had soa 








Wall Streeter, discussing the continuing decline in 


ork Stock Exchange (as detailed in | 


offered the observation that “Hollywood has lost | 
so far as many investors are concerned.” | 
become attracted to pictures and picture personalities 
r wears off when the stockholders come face to face with 
n that their dollars are a stake. It’s at this point that the 
ure the picture companies to be important to them only 
vidends, earnings and quotations are concerned. The gla- 


nd and hand with this is the widely-held opinion that the 


red to unrealistic levels. 





In any event the disenchantment continued last week with Walt 
D vy Productions again being particularly on the downbeat. Disney 
stock fell $5 per share. 

long considered a Hollywood invention since Don 
portrayed Alexander Graham Bell, has emerged as an im- 
piece of publicity paraphernalia 





} ) 
With stars only available for short 
commitment 





Ameche 
\ 





ialities appearing in films need never leave Hollywood or their 
‘| rooms under the publicity gimmicks currently being employed 


periods because of numerous other | 


the film companies are resorting more and more to the 





AA'S ITALIAN FILM 


‘North Pole’ Has Jurgens, Addams, 
Lulli—English Dub 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Allied Artists will handle U.S. 
and Canadian release of “Calling 
North Pole,” Italian Excelsa pro-| 
duction starring Curt Jurgens, | 
Dawn Addams and Folco Lulli, un- 
der a deal closed with Belloti Film, 
of Rome. 

CinemaScope film, with Amert- 
can-British military Intelligence 
background, will be dubbed in Eng- 
lish and go out tentatively in Sep- 
tember. 





MPEA Veenee Sees No 
Reason For Full Spain | 
Shares Not Going to 


Madrid, May 26. 

















Va metheds are being employed. A conference call linking; Motion Picture Export Assn 
newspap in a number of cities is arranged. Calls are made to veepee Griffith Johnson could see 
individual smen or columnists and to radio disk jockeys. The lat- i ner Rieteneest deal 
ter conve! s usually heard via beeper phone over the air and | 0 reason why Vniversa! shou d not 
f in the 1 and news format followed by most radio stations | receive its normal share of the 40 
C r film imports Yank companies are 

ee authorized to distribute in Spain 

It is obvious that Russia is unwilling to repress the passion for , during the 1959-60 season. Univer- 
power \ tickling of the chain from the Hopes, Sullivans and the ¢al’s insistence on its full portion, | 
rest. not to mention ‘My Fair Lady,’” asserted The Evangelist, official | he admitted, does not sit well with 
weekly of Albany Catholic Diocese, in an editorial on the cultural | MPEA members. U sold out to its 
excnal program between the United States and the Soviet Union. | general manager. Enrique Aguilar 

The Evangelist stated, “American artists have drawn cordial ree (now Universal rep in Spain) and 
ceptic nd plaudits from the Soviet brass, but only the starry-eyed Spanish film authorities delivered 
( se i fail to detect the hypocrisy and interpret these ges-| seven licenses as a bonus to Agui- 
tures as encouraging signs of a change in heart toward the West.” jlar for having nationalized an 

{American film company. 

Reps of Danny Kaye dispute the story out of Minneapolis last week | . Johnson claimed that MPEA is 
which at the actor failed to show up at an exhibitors’ lunch- im no way concerned with the 
eon and a theatre screening, although both were scheduled for him. Seven bonus licenses. Despite 
R ,O ' ivertised that Kaye would appear in the lobby to A cuilar s equivo al position as L 
s autogra Paramount exee said the theatre had no authoriza- 'eP im Spain and director of the 
tion to ¢ nd Kaye wasn't even aware of it. He added there sim- "4! onalized Universal S.A.,_ the 
ply was incheon on the schedule. basic relationship is that of an 

American distrib releasing through 
Coens 2 duly-ftranchised Spanish organ- 

There unanimity on comed commented an exec at izaltion—a_ distrib pattern intro- 
Ne Yo I ( Music Hali. Observation was made In light Of duced here seven years ago by 
t mix n the theatre’s current “Ask Any Girl” (VARIETY United Artist 
E then re — = bee o . ound oe Po In the face of continued MPEA 
upbeat \ ( xed re epts a wh co! m oo a “gh me hameuitls delay ia dividing Yonk 
> ae Se ee woe Baty Se 1 on Pee ,. quota, U.S. reps in Spain (minus 
I Ost Serlin production ran 10r 0,228 perform) 4 suilar and UA rep Ornstein) 
ance met with Johnson and MPEA Med- 

a ,. ,ilerranean director Frank Gervasi 

An estimated 150,000 persons viewed Father Patrick J. Peyton’s tg seek a temporary allocation 
f . “Mysteries of the Rosary,” during its first public showing in Ma- | measure giving the companies 
drid theatres ring Holy Week, per National Catholic Welfare Coun- three licenses immediatels 

A ~ " 

‘ I stral Catholic theology film produced by Joseph Breen = - 
J b 1 in English 


Emporia’s Spruced-Up Granada 


Situation Benefits by ‘Poor TV Signal’ (60 Miles 
From Topeka) Which Helps Boxoffice 





Kar c May 26 

Fox M t Theatres hosted 
bu i I Row execs and 
pres i En pork Kans.. last 
] sd 14 Purpose: to see the 
} ed Granada Theatre. So sel- 
ri is new, or extensively re- 
newed rdtop seen around here, 
that invitation brought one 
re than 30 for the one-day trip 


about $50,000 to make 
re out of the winter- 


a 
l anada, new aspects 
i ide a seamless” screen, re- 
spaced seats (40 inches between 
I stereophonic sound, newly 
ri ned marquee with tube light- 
ing for easy changing, and green 
sidewalk. There is also a nursery 
room for mothers and babes, a 
spruced up concession stand, and 
bright 1 ting all over the front. 
In a brief welcome to the visi- 


tors at a buffet supper in Emporia, 


Fox Midwest president Richard 
Brous said that trade conditions at 
Emporia indicated substantial 
theatre business was to be had, 
as it had in the past, and the move 
by Fox Midwest was not only a 
move of confidence, but a strong 
bid for the business there. 

Television reception in Emporia 
is not good, coming in from at 
least 60 miles away (Topeka), and 
two colle there are firm factors 
un ly successful theatre op- 
€ yn 

rhe Granada was opened in 1929 
and a K ; City Film Row rep 
who ! bers the original open- 
ing (Me s “Broadway Melody”) 

) reopening last week. 
He is A Cole, dean of the 
Ro ‘ s industry 
] rese 

Heac ( nt in ad 
a » | were Ralph Adams 
f 1 Fred Souttar, dis- 
? y 





Kenyon Heads Writers 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Curtis Kenyon will helm Screen 
Writers Guild of America, West, 
as prexy for next two years. Mem- 
bership voted in Ken Englund as 
lst vp; Leonard Freeman, 2d vp; 
James Webb, treasurer; Kay Len- 
ard, secretary. 

Englund also was elected prexy 
of Writers Screen Branch; Webb, 
vp; Paul Gangelin, secretary-treas. 
urer. TV-Radio Branch: Freeman, 
prexy; Miss Lenard, vp; Joel Kane 
secretary-treasurer. 


‘Lolita’ Without 
| Script Control 
Not for Us--WB 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Hassle over “artistic control” of 
projected filming of “Lolita” hz 
ended in Warner Bros. nixing its | 
nearly-signed deal to finance and 
distribute the James B. Harris- 
Stanley Kubrick production. Terms 
had already been agreed upon— 
WB to pay producer-director-writ- 
er team a $1,000.000 advance, plus 











50° of the profits—but it’s under- 
stood Harris-Kubrick refused to al- 
low WB any say-so in story treat- 
nt, which latter demanded } 
Negotiations are now underway} 
with other distribs on project, fo 
which producers paid $150,000 for | 
film rights, plus 15 of profits. | 


. 
Weitner Re Kaye 
Continued from 


page 5 


I have never seen before,” Weltner 
raved. 

Kave since May 3 
whirlwind fashion, 


theatre s enings a 


nstormed in 
pearing at 
receptions 





€ 








and doing the person-to-person bit 
with numerous exhibitors and re- 
porters and the aulosgraphing with 
the public He was on the move 
for almost four weeks although un- 
der no promotional obligation at 
commented Weltner 

The actor operated out of New 

York—to Foston and back, to 


Philadelphia and back, and so on 
and when he had a day off fron 
the junkets he would work in Goth 
am on local and national publicit; 
Weltner reported 

And not hard to take, concluded 
Weltner, is the fact that the Kaye 
tour stimulated beaucoup sales for 
“Penni : 











With his chores in the United 
States over. Kaye next goes to Aus- 
tralia for eight wesk of p.a.’s and 


follows this with a swing of Euro- 
pean capitals for more “Pennies” 
bally. 


da 





Minneapolis, May 26 
Here in connection with a 
“Five Pennies,” sneak pre- 
vue, Danny Kaye told a Min- 
neapolis Star interviewer that 
he hasn't “dodged” television 
The comedian star said he'll 






eventually do “a lot of tv 
shows,” but “there's no 
hurry.” 

Kaye pointed out to the 
interviewer that he has had 
“enough to do” with stage 
and film assignments and with 
Unicef, the United Nations’ 
children’s organization. 

“As a matter of fact,” he 
said, “I was on tv in the Uni- 
cef films of my world tour 
working with children 

I s born and raised on 
the e. If I had to pick one 
me 1 it would be the stage, 
altho 1 I love to make mo- 
tion pictures and to work with 
| nicet.’ 


Films May Help Save Crazy World, 


Eric Johnston Tells Film Women 





Metro’s Astor Hotel Rally 


Metro winds up today (Wed.) a 
three-day meeting of division and 
district sales managers. The New 
York session at the Hotel Astor 
was summoned by sales v.p. Jack 
Byrne to discuss sales and promo- 


tional plans for forthcoming re- 
leases, starting with “Ask Any 
Girl” and “North By Northwest” 
|}and running through the special 


handling of “Ben-Hur.” 

Prexy Joseph R. Vogel opened 
the meeting on Monday (25). Top 
home office executives participated 
in the discussions along with divi- 
sion and district chiefs. 


sales 


Fox West Coast 


Denied Separate 
Beacon Trial 


Washington, May 26 

U. S. Suvréme Court ruled 5-3 
Monday (25) that Beacon Theatres 
Inc. is entitled to a jury trial of 
issues a I from its anti-trust 
squabble th Fox West Coast 
Theatres Ince Fox, which has a 
theatre in San Bernardino, had 
sought an injunction against Bea- 
con, owner of a drive-in 11 miles 
away, fc allegediy hurting its 
business by threatening law suits 


Beacon countered with a claim that 














Fox was conspiring to monopolize 
first run exhibition in area and 
asked $300,000 in damages 

U.S. District Court for Southern 
California set the issues raised by 
Fox's complaint for separate trial 
without jury before the antitru 
charges | Beacon were tried. U.S 
Court of Avpea!s for Ninth Circuit 
sustained this action 

Supreme irt reversed, hold- 
ing that the issues raised by Fox 
had a the antitrust suit 
ind : anti- 
tr t j 
uit re! i { : ~) 

Justice Hugo Black delivered 
‘ajority opinion. Justices Potte1 
Stewart; John Harlan and Charles 
Whittaker d ‘nted. Justice Felix 
Frankfurt did not participate 


CLOSE WALTER VINCENT 
HOUSES FOR FUNERAL 


Harrisburg 


May 26 
The State and Colonial theaters 
here, formerly two of four houses, 


including t now closed Victoria 
and Rio, which were owned by 
W: Vincent, who died in New 
York May 10. were closed for a 
day in deference to Vincent's 
men 

E. Girard Wollaston. Harrisburg 
manager for the Fabian theatres, 
present owners of the State and 


Colonial, which were acquired by 
Fabian in 1944 when Vincent sold 
his chain of 24 houses located in 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, 
made the decision shutter 


Vest 


to 





“Operation Mercury’ Film 








Washington, May 26 
Milner Productions Inc. of Balti- 
more has been given a $25,000 con- 
tract to help make “Operation Mer- 
cury,” government's official 
documentary film about the efforts 


cet 


the 


tc man into orbit 
Film will include the story of the 
ven Mercury 


se 


Astronauts selected 
for the venture and won't be com- 


pleted until one of them has been 


shot into space. 
4 spokesman for National Aero- 
nautics and Space Administration, 
ich is pre cing the film, said 
rene Starbecke of J. M. Star- 
cker Inc, New York, kas been 
na ( act to direct the 
b i « era crew 
MM ( ire in sf Louis to 
tie \ I Ss i¢ S¢ t 
e fi t ul hat ill 
one of t into orbit 


+ 


| speaker by 


Dalla., May 26 

Eric A. Johnston, president of 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica, cited motion pictures as the 
best medium of communication for 
transmitting understanding be 
tween the U. S. and nations with 
other languages, religion, tradi- 
tions and political systems. Films 
have this role in preserving world 
peace, he stated. 

Here to address the seventh an- 
niversary celebration of WOMPI 
«Women of the Motion Picture In- 
dustry) Wed. (13) at the Sheratun- 
Dallas Hotel, he told the overflow 
crowd (750) of the past, present 
and future of the film industry in 
his 25-minute talk, titled “Our 
Best Years Are All Ahead.” MPAA 
prexy was acquired as principal 
R. J. O'Donnell, “god- 
father” of the local WOMPI group 

Johnston recognized the heavy 
challenges of the industry, es 
cially television, and rising opera- 


pe- 





tion costs, in reviewing the past 
present and optimistic future of 
the film industry. “In the begin- 
ning, 60 years ago, film palaces 
became the center of America’s 
entertainment. Everybody went to 
the movies. The first generation of 
the industry shaped culture—peo- 
ple saw and then heard the clas- 
Sics of music, literature. drama 
and painting.” he said. Fabulous 
new techniques and new dimen- 
sions were created during the pres- 
ent, second generation of t! in- 
dustry and also there has devel- 


oped the great worldwide audience 





that today outnumbers domestic 
audiences, both in revenue and in 
numbers 

“Today, more than half of ou 
total film rentals are overseas. Last 
year our companies did a world- 

de ¢ that totalled some $590 
n on. OFt amount ore than 
$300 million was earned ou e 
tl United Stat d tl fo 
flgn percentace of ri¢ 

\A Jo S.on reveail¢ phe 
ital audience for American f ‘ 
tells the same pres t S 
Today perhaps a third of a billis 
people see oul on pie ‘ 
every \ Oo ii 1 
of this vi s ( 
outside t 
\ at i we pa on to o 

suc I The answer d 

ylely upon us ec i pass o 4 
( iiring business or a eat 
dustry. 7 industry ma\ t 
I don't believe it Nobod ) 
real deeply believe n the 
tion picture can possibly believe 
it,’ Johnston emphasized 

He asserted there can be no 
doubt that the world stands on 
the brink of self-destructio: n 
the struggle between two t 
powers—the U. S. and the Sovict 
Union. But, “I do not believe there 
will be war unless some reclh : 
action touches off the holocau If 
we are to prevent this, what can 
we do as citizens, business ps e, 
Americans? In my discussion th 


national and foreign leaders a t 
the world situation, there is always 
one word that comes into the con- 
versation: understanding. T! is 
the hope for peace.’ 


FAIRMOUNT, CLEVELAND 
COING HARD TICKETS 


Cleveland, May 26 
Community Circuit is turning its 
1,500-seat Fairmount Theater into 
Cleveland's first 


nabe road-snow 
house with hard-ticket policy for 
initial showing of “Diary of Anne 
Frank” in Northern Ohio area 
June 17 
Limited run of four weeks plus 
options was set by Ray Schmert: 
branch manager of 20th-Fox, and 


Henry Greenberger, was one who 


sparked the deal before his death 
recently. He was founder and co- 
owner of theater 

It's the first time a local nabe 
de luxer has jumped into the field 


of road-shown engagements with a 








picture of such importance. Sx d 
at $1.50-$2.50 Anne Frank” \ 
have 10 weekly performances 
cluding ee matinees on We 
days, Satur and Sundays 
Owl of |} nount, located 
‘ vies 
) yK ( i 
f 
{ ) \ ry 
cere is 
e | uu Oper- 
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Amusement Stock Quotations 


Week Ended Tues. (26) 
N. Y. Stock Exchange 


1959 Net 
High Low *Weckly Vol. Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
in 100s High Low © Close for wk. 
23° 18°93 ABC Vending. 51 2038 197% 2038 + %4 
2734 20 Am Br-Par Th 205 28"% 26 2658 —17 
8410 6114 eK 425 70 61'4 65'8 —31% 
4834 35 CBS $174 4654 = 4319 4334 —17% 
2412 18 Col Pix 33 19 18 1812 — 
21% 1% Peeca 83 18°83 175s 18 + 38 
5912 42!, Disney 137 47)2 44\4 45 —2 
9114 7514 Eastman Kdk 277 84 B0'4 8214 —!1 
914 7's EMI .. 360 734 7 7 — %4 
1514 131s Glen Alden. .2203 17'4 1514 16'4 4 
37 287. Loew's Inc 235 308 29!2 2958 — 3 
14144 10!2 Loew’s Thea. 351 144 1348 1414 +1 
12% 10'4 Nat. Thea. 118 10°4 10% 10% -~ : 4 
5078 46 Paramount 7119 0 si 47 48!2 4+- 34 
3624 21 Phileo ...... 407 3318 2914 30°8 —258 
14534 96!4 Polaroid .... 176 132 12114 12318 —7°% 
71 Qe BEA ..cscce 712 67"4 64 6414 —st > 
10'4 £'2 Republic 79 9° 9 918 — 4 
1434 9'2 Rep. pfd. 3 14°58 1118 14°83 33 
2 18 Stanley War. 8&8 24° 8 2258 2414 +1% 
3314 24'3 Storer $17 31! 30'4 3014 + “ 
43'q 36 29th-Fox 232 38! 36 3653 —33 8 
3214 24°s United Artistst191 30° 2878 2918 aa. 
84 75 Univ. pfd. 250 74°54 1378 7454 o Sq 
44°%3 24°, Warner Bros, 410 45°s 42 42"8 — % 
100%4 92'2 Zenith 210 100°4 92'2 99'2 +3'4 
American Stock Exchange 
5°38 3°73 Allied Artists 178 5! 4°45 5'8 +. & 
11%4 8!» All’d Art., pfd 23 ll's 10'2 1078 — le 
12'2 7 Buckeye Corp. 9 98 Q 9 — 
7 2', Cinerama Inc. 427 6 4°4 473 —1 
297s 17°s Desilu Prods. 120 21'4 19° 8 1998 —i's 
9's 6 DuMont Lab. 346 934 9 9 — 2 
8°, §!, Fi'mways 56 7 6'8 7 + 42 
3 15s Guild Films . 108 2 154 17s — \% 
10% 7>s Nat'l Telefilm 6 8's 8 8 
10°4 5°s Skiatron 86 vB 1% 714 = 
975 7!4 Technicolor . 308 838 753 734 — }2 
773 473 Tele Indus 41 534 5le 5°s —M% 
2242 9 Teleprompter 10 19 1814 19 
1475 7 Trans-Lux 144 137 12'4 12°8 + 42 
Over-the-Counter Securitics 
Bid Ask 
American Corp. 2°58 278 — 1s 
Cinerama Prod. 2 212 — 13 
King Bros. 134 2 ly 
Magna iucatre 2‘38 314 
Metropolitan Broadcasting 152 16 
Goranmten COOP. 2... ccccewccecss 312 4'2 — \2 
U. A. Theatres 8>°s 9 22 
* Week Ended Monday (25). 
Act Volume 
+ Ex-di I 
1, of Merrill Lynch, I , Fenner & S smith Inc.) 


Discuss ‘Those Two Film Problems: 
(a) Selling U.S. Short (b) Culture 


Washington, May 26. 


Members of Congress again 
turned their attention to the two 
issues of 1) cultural exchange 
with Russia and (2) Hollywood 


senting an unfortunate 
American life to for- 


product pre 
impression of 
eign countries. 

Hearings before ,a House Appro- 
priations Subcommittee on the U.S. 
Information Agency budget were 
marked by demands for action to 
improve the quality of American 


films exporied overseas. At the 
same time, Rep. Glenard P. Lips- 
comb (Rep., Calif.) declared he 


was “shocked and surprised” that 
the Government has given its sance- 
tion to “Soviet Film Week’’—part 
of the campaign to kick off the ex- 


| 





“some films . which were not 
useful to our best interests in our 
opinion, and, I believe, in the opin- 
ion of many responsible Hollywood 
leaders.” 


| 


| crease in gross income for the y 


jin net 


Dont Sabotage 


Small Film Houses. 


Find New Ways To Save-Serve ‘km 





Atlanta, May 26 

Condemning the “unrealistic 
stories” that the picture biz would 
be better off if there were only 
14,000 theatres, George G. Kera- 
| sotes, president of Theatre Owners 
lof America, made an urgent plea 
here last week for the preservation 


~+ 
BREAKING TRADE CUSTOMS Exhibs as People | 
~— | St. Paul, May 26. | 
‘Sleeping seauty’ In Unique | When his first child, a son, 
Second-Ruz On 70m | was born to the wife of Arle 
aha Van § — manager of Unit- 
Minneapolis, May 26 ed Paramount's loop Riviera 
What's undoubtedly the most theatre. a literally shouted 
unusual deal ever made here for a| the tidings to the populace 
picture playing second run finds from the showhouse’s canopy 
‘Sleeping Beauty” going into the On one ef the canopy there 
local neighborhood St. Louis Park was substituted for the name 
about June 20 for a minimum six- of the current screen attrac- 
week run _ | tion the words “It’s a Boy.” 
Theatre is installing 70m equip- | The canopy announcement 
ment and “Beauty” will be shown| created plenty of curiosity | 
on it, marking that projection’s and word-of-mouth and also | 
initial uptown revelation some valuable gratis newspa- 
IvUll be an exclusive second-run per publicity for the theatre 


showing for the Disney super- 


In his St. Paul Dispatch col- 


cartoon and the first time a picture umn, Bill Diehl, film editor- 
ever has been released thusly to a critic. observed it was Van 
local neighborhood house after its; Syckel’s “most important pro- 
loop engagement’ which onded | duction of the year.” 


about a month ago 

No picture ever before has run 
second-run in a local neighborhood 
house as long as six weeks, the 
closest approach to this having 
been “The Ten Commandments’ ’ 
two 
Terrace. 
fir 


The “Beauty” downtown 
strun also was for six weeks. 
After its St. Louis Park engage- 
ment “Beauty” will be available in 
35mm for other local subsequent- 
run neighborhood theatres. 


Progress Theme 
Stressed by UA 


“Progress” down the line was the 
keynote in the United Artists an- 
nual report to stockholders sent 
out last week. It showed a 20°% in- 
year 
ended Jan. 3, 1959, and a 13°% rise 
profits. 

In September, the quarterly 
dividend was increased five cents 
per share, raising the total annual 
dividend from $1.40 to $1.60. As 
prez Arthur B. Krim and chairman 





|of the board Robert S. Benjamin 


| pointed out, 


} erage of dividends 


Shelton said USIA has worked | 


closely with the film industry in 
an effort to improve the situation. 
Lipscomb, however, said: “I think 
we need 
not do it just by verbal discussions, 


some action and we can- | 


| $5,000,000 worldwide. 


these earnings repre- 
sented “more than a threefold cov- 
paid since no 
dividends are being paid on the 
550,000 shares of Class B common 
stock held iby the management.” 

UA gross income in 1958 rose to 
$84,072.467 from $70,008,242 in 
1957. Per share earnings stood at 
$2.71 on 1,367,485 shares of eom- 
mon outstanding as against $2.39 
in 1957 

The report, a  smart-looking 
hardcover affair using both black- 


and-white and color and keyed to! 
| UA’s 40th anniversary, 


noted that 
out of 20 major releases listed for 
1958. 12 will gross in excess of 


1959 are 29 top pix, which don’t 
include “Around the World in 80 
Days” which continues in release 

Special letter to the stockhold- 
ers reported on the $15,000,000 


financing which UA arranged via 


in my opinion.” USIA director 
George V. Allen said he himself | 
was not certain whether more 
strenuous moves were required, 


but he added that 
censorship.” 


Rep. Frank T. Bow 


“no one likes 


(Rep., O.) 


, 
demanded the names of producers | 


and how much they have received 
from USIA funds. The USIA re- 
cently came in for sharp criticism 
from Rep. Rooney for purchasing 


6° promissory notes due June 1, 
1974. The Prudential Insurance Co. 
of America will purchase the great- 
er portion of these notes and the 
Puritan Fund, Inc. of Boston the 
rest. UA at the same time called 
the balance of its outstanding con- 
vertible six percent subordinated | 


| debentures due 1969. 


|of $38,056,622. 


hibition of Russian pix in this|the film showing this year's Acad- 
countri emy Award ceremony. Rooney, 
Subeommiitee Chairman John | Chairman of a House Appropria- 
J. Rooney (Dem., N.Y.) , according | tions Committee, told Shelton: 
to the testimony made public Mon-|“You have already spent $1,750 | 
dav 18 levelled thinly-veiled | and you intend to put out at the | 
criticism of the film deal suggest- | taxpayer’ s expense a film which 
ing its effect would be to take | shows Ingrid Bergman, a noted 
Russian pietures from “ sidestreet” | lady of virtue or non-virtue —I 
houses and giving them “front-| think everybody in the world un- 
line” showcases. He also questioned | derstands that—is this the sort of 
the choice of “Lili” and “Roman | thing that is going to win the bat- 


Holiday” { 
under the 


showing in Russia 
program because of 
their overseas setting. Subcom- 
mitiee members expressed con- 
cern over the showing abroad of 
such films as “Blackboard Jungle,” 
“House of Bamboo,” 
Girl” and “High 
dential.” 

USIA motion picture chief Tur- 
ner 


“Drag Strip | 
School Confi- | 
| construction 


| 


Shelton defended the film in- | 


dusiry, declaring: “On balance, the | 
films prodveed and_ distributed 
overseas by Ho!'lywood made a pos- 
itive coniribt n to the under- 
standing cf the United States.” | 
But he conceded that there were 


o” 


tle for the minds of men? 





Replacing Pampa Site 
Pampa, Tex., May 26. 

Paul West, local Video Indepen- 
cent Theatres manager, reveals that 
will get under way 
here within the next 90 days on a 
1,000-seat theatre to take the place 
of the LaNora Theatre, which was 
destroyed in a $225,000 fire re- 
cently. 

The new theatre will be on a new 
site a block and a half from the 
site of the LaNora. 


Report showed total current as- | 


sets of $62,443,265 and liabilities 
It stressed UA'’s 
expansion into the tv and music| 


field. 


Max Fried’s Drive-In 


Albany, May 26 
Max Fried, associated with Lig- 
gett & Fiorin of New York in buy- 
ing and booking for mbtion picture 
theatres, has assumed operation otf 





| the Rock Hill Drive-in, three miles 


‘from Monticello. 


He leased with 
an option to buy. 

Leo Rosen, formerly of Albany, 
had conducted Rock Hill, on lease, 
for several summers. Previously, 


the late Harry Lamont, of Albany, | 


operated some six seasons. 

Fried, whose family will assist in 
the project, has placed the ozoner 
on a week-end schedule. He will 
soon go full-time. 

Most distributors 
Hill from New 


serve Rock 
York, but Metro 


| handles it from Albany. 


weeks and four days in the} 


Listed for | 





— 





Lazar On Wing 
But Deals Still 
In Hollywood 





of the small theatre “The small 
theatre in the small town is essen- 
tial in preserving the movie habit,” 
he declared ‘And there are more 
small theatres and more population 


in the rural areas than there are 
big theatres and people in big 
cities.” 

Speaking before the joint con- 
vention of the Alabama Theatres 
Assn. and the Motion Picture Thea- 
tre Owners and Operators of 
| Georgia, Kerasotes characterized 
as “sheer nonsense” that the in- 
dustry can survive with only 4,000 


| 
} 


to 5,000 big city and big grossing 
houses. “Movies are a mass media 
built on mass interest and mass 
support ‘mming from Main 
Street of the small towns. Big city 


|theatres need the small theatres 
to nurtu public interest in 
movies. Small city theatres need 
the big city theatres to help pre- 
sell their product lollywood— 
the producers and distributors— 


need them both to make a profit,” 


| Kerasotes said 





| However, the TOA chieftain 
iealled for reassessment of the 
By HANK WERBA |method in serving the small the- 
. | atres He plesded for a system 
Madrid, May 26. i that would elimina‘e the high over- 
| Hollywood agent Irving Lazar, | head costs of the distribs in servic- 
riding the skyways as never before , ing these accounts and one that 
to maintain liaison with creative = make pix wed ee 
: : s er situations at a arlie 
pets ce Se Aen. Ser ae date and “at rental terms enabling 
plans to establish a foreign base the smal! theatre to survive.” 
“because the deals are still made These changes. he siressed, re- 
in Hollywood and that’s where the | quired the acceptance fia new 
ecntracts are signed.” premise « n { » part of both dis- 
The — <_ — _ |tribs and exhi . 
he one-man percentery, in Ma- (1) Distribut!on 1) aneant the 
drid for parleys with screen-writers | fact that t! R I 1 formula 
Peter Viertel and Harry Kurnitz, | for first-1 1 | er subse- 
explained his “What Makes Irving quent runs ¢ to | 
Fly?” format of four flights to, theatres 
Europe arnvally in terms of in- ; 2) Small f 
creased U.S film production | }S better » Pp picture 
broad and ¢urrent mixing of Hol- While it is fresh at her but rea- 
lvwood and Furqpean screen ele- sonable ret 1 \ - 
ments to bolster a sluggish market, ing months er ev i year to | il 
Extent of Lazar's stake in absen- “¢ Picture al ctl aa me 
tee talent can be measured from | ™omentum | we _—o 
his activitv renort He checked Kerasotes em . an ape 
progress of “Olympia” with scrip- | W45 NOt asking | agg gel oe 
ter Walter Bernstein in Vienna; |fFM of tokea rea veel t 
aovered a long agenda with Irwin | distribution, In ord: ) preserve 
Shaw in Paris (two screenplays. | !*S outlets and | fil ' ing menit, 
“DeLuxe Tour” and “Lost Steps” must accept “reasonable, equitable 
and sale of Shaw’s latest novel to rental from th | theatre based 
Zanuck): arranged for legit open- | 0M Its sross:ing ¢ bi ity : ; 
| ings of “Once More with Feeling” He sugvested thet : fair, flat 
in London and “Reclining Nude” | rentals” be devised for films gross- 
in Paris, both from the pen of cli-| ing $5 or less. At the same time, 
ent Kurnitz. he urged disiribs to revise the 
| In Paris. he ticked off the “archaic and outmoded” sales 
acency roster in huddles with Alan policies for small theatres. He in- 


Jay Lerner and Frederic Loewe, 
William Sarovan, George C'ouzot 
and Roger Vadim. Lerner & Loewe 
are currently at work on a new 
musical Lazar will package; Saro- 
van listened to proposals; Glouzot 


is nearine completion of “La Ve-| 


rite,” 

| rect for Columbia and Vadim is on 

his last reel of “Liaisons Dan- 
gZereuses” negative. 

Between rounds, he purchased 

“The Captive’ (Lesbian-themed 

| pla 2y that scandalized Paris 25 years 


a Bardot vehicle he will di- | 


dicated that it was foolish to have 
a salesman call on the sma!l thea- 
tre for each individual picture and 
suggested that pix be sold on a 
yearly or a least on a half-yearly 
basis to small theatres 

“When the salesman calls at the 
theatre, he would sell all his schede 
uled future releases that the thea- 


tre wanted to buy on that single 
trip,” Kerasotes noted.” This is 
just making a sales trin pay. The 
paper work, the travel expenses, 
the overhead savings that would 
result for d'stribution would more 
than make up for any decrease in 


| rentals on any specific picture from 


|aco) for Arthur Hornblow Jr. and | 
signed on a prominent U.S. film 
director ‘name withheld for indus- 
try security 


Art collector Lazar's 
drid scheduled offered no oppor- 
| tu nity to ferret late Gova or early 
Picasso originals Fiim originals, 
Si 
| possibl 
Luis 
The 


become a_ long-awaited! 
Miguel Dominguin vehicle. | 
second is a Viertel-Kurnitz col- 


tight Ma- | 


One is a Viertel solo that could | 


‘ab effort for Cary Grant and Stan- | 


ley Donen 
lumbia label 


Plane motors cut Lazar’s recital | 
short 


Both will bear the Co- 


‘Jonas’ Due at Stratford 

“Jonas,” 
chological drama with an original 
score by Duke Ellington, will be 
| presented at the Stratford, Ont., 


in August. 


any theatre. Trying to sell a sin- 
gle picture to a small theatre on 
each visit is. in my way of think- 
ing, uneconomical no matter how 
you look at it.” 


INDICT re FORGIA FXHIB 
ON INCOME TAX RAP 


indictment 
federal in- 
admissions 
filed in 
Atlanta, 
as opera- 


A 17-count criminal 
by the grand jury for 
jcome tax and theatre 
| tax violations has been 
the U.S. District Court, 
against William Greene 


|tor of the Palmetto Theatre, Palm- 


a German-made psy-| 


| $500,000 
Shakespearean Festival sometime’ Lam Amusement 


Produced and directed by Otto- | 


mar Domnick, the American ver- 
sion of the picture is being dis- 
tributed in the U.S. by President 


Films Ine 


etto, Ga., and the Glen Theatre, 
Decatur, Ga. 
Greene was the 


antitrust 


plaintiff in a 
suit against 
Co., other local 
exhibitors and eight distributors 
alleging conspiracy to discriminate 
against him so far runs are 
Suit was dismissed 
following two-week 


as 


concerned 
last 
jury 


March 
trial. 
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Federal Loan 


Requests Few 


Washington, May 286. 


Six months ago when the Small Business Administration lifted 


the lid on loans up to $350,000 


for recreation establishments, it 


anticipated a run from all the people who had been sqawking for 


the policy change. 


But the loan division reports that there aren’t too many, Only 
a few requests from drive-in theatres, bowling alleys, and resort 


motels are trickling in. 








‘Advance Sell in Consumer Mags 


Never at Expense of Local Funds’ 


Universal's 


Charles Simonelli, 
eastern pub-ad director, sought to 
allay the fear of exhibitors that 
coin spent in national magazine 
pre-selling of pictures resulted in 
the diminution of funds for local 
campaigns. At a luncheon last 
week at the Harvard Club, N. Y., 
sponsored by Look Magazine to 
pitch the effectiveness of national 
mag advertising for pre-selling, Si- 
monelli stressed that any film com- 
pany that spent huge sums on na- 
tional magazine advertising must, 
of necessity, back it up with strong 
point of sale activity. 

“T always hear the cry from ex- 
hibitors.” Simonelli said, “Why 
don’t you save the money for us.” 
He pointed out that it was impor- 
tant for theatremen to realize that 
money spent in magazines in no 
way decreases the amount of 
money available for local level 
selling but rather tends to make 
local level selling more effective. 
“It seems to follow that any com- 
pany that has confidence in its 
product must necessarily insure its 
risk by backing it up all the way,” 
he declared 

He noted, for example. thai U's 


biggest grossing pix—‘The Glenn 
Miller Story,” “Magnificent Obses- 
sion,” “Written on the Wind” and 


“Imitation of Life’—all had sub- 
stantial pre-selling in 
mags and that “Life” received the 
biggest national mag campaign at 


a time when the industry trend was | 


away from this type of pre-selling, 


expenditures being down about 
52° 

The aim of magazine pre-selling, 
Simonelli asserted, is “to create 


an image that makes more effective 
the image on the local level.” He 
said that the only way this could 
be accomplished is by paid national 
advertising because a film company 
“can't control the content of pub- 
licitv.” Simonelli used the oppor- 
tunity to note that Universal is em- 
barking on its largest national 
magazine and Sunday supplement 
advertising campaign in its history 
for “The Earth Is Mine.” A total 
of 21 magazines and 215 week-end 
newspaper supplements will be em- 
pio ed 

Zobert Seamon, speaking for 
Look Magazine, declared that na- 
tional pre-selling builds word-of- 
mouth and develops a “want-to- 
see” attitude among the marginal 
and infrequent film-going public 
Citing a study of 68 pictures pro- 
duced between 1955 and 1957. Sea- 
mon asserted that the pictures pre. 
sold with substantial magazine ad- 
vertising produced higher film ren- 
tals than the pix which had mini- 
mum magazine advertising 

The pre-selling pitch brought 
out a large turnout of key theatre 
executives, including RKO topper 
Sol A. Schwartz, Stanley Warner 
v.p. and general manager Harry M. 
Kalmine. Loew's Theatres prexy 
Eugene Picker, N. Y. circuit opera- 
tors Harry Brandt, Max A. Cohen, 
Sam Rinzler, Emmanuel Frisch, 
Charles Moss, Leslie Schwartz. Jo- 
seph M. Seider and Sol Strausberg 
among others. 


~ ANICA 


eee CONtinued from page 7 Se 
on unlimited terms. If it doesn’t 
qualify for 60°, then the distrib- 
utor can sell it for 50°. 

Details of the new pact were 
discussed both at the recent 
Cannes Festival and in Rome by 
Griffith Johnson, v.p. of the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn. and 
Eitel Monaco, ANICA topper. 

Meanwhile, ratification of the 
overall Italian film agreement 
with MPEA has moved a step 
closer, with only the approval of 
the Foreign Trade Ministry still 
required. Under that agreement, 
U.S. remittances in Italy are upped 
from $3,000,000 to $7,000,000 a 
year, retroactive to Jan. 1, 1959 
It’s this retroactivity that has seen 
09 Foreign Trade Ministry balk- 
ng 
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national | 





Dividend Pace Better 
Washington, May 26. 

Dividends paid by film com- 
panies are running $1,300,000 
over last year when the first 
four months are compared, 
Commerce Dept. reported Mon- 
day (18). Total through April 
this vear is $7,752,000 against 
$6,438,000 in ’58. 

April cash dividend total 
was $678,000. Same month last 
year was $258,000. 

Commerce has stopped re- 
leasing amounts paid by each 
individual company, which 
made this data valuable news. 
Never explained what pres- 
sure stopped it. 


Admen-Studes In. 
‘Snub of Showmen 


Who Taught ‘Em 


> 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Universal publicity - adverti»inz 
topper David A. Lipton last week 
' answered in kind the Madison Ave- 
nue snubbing of film admen, as 
reported in the April 29 fssue of 
VARIETY “Where do hucksters 
icome off to be sneering at show- 
men?” said Lipton, “when they 
have borrowed every one of our 
techniques—sales, merchandising, 
exploitation, promotion, ballyhoo— 
even some we already have tossed 











into discard.” 
Countering the “No Welcome” 
sign which Madison Avenue sup- 


posedly has out for the men who 
are trained in publicizing and ad- 
vertising motion pictures, Lipton 
declared the advertising industry 
does not understand the unique 
problems of film advertising 
More resourcefulness and ingenu- 
ity are needed to sell films than 
any other commodity, Lipton 
pointed out, because each picture 
is a separate entity that does not 
benefit from year-to-year buildup 
“We have to do it separately and 
individually six or 12 or 20 times 
a year,” he explained. 

In speaking before the Variety 
Club of Southern California, Tent 
25, Lipton noted film advertising 
requires creativeness unequalled 


in ads for other commodities. “If 
the same imagination, ingenuity 
and creativeness that goes into a 


campaign for a top picture were 
applied to other products, I'm con- 
fident you'd see their sales rise 
substantially,” he said. An added 
problem to overcome is the plac- 
ing of all film ads on the same 
page, Lipton pointed out. “What 
do you suppose would happen if 
all cigaret advertising were placed 
side by side on the samé page?” 
Further restrictions in ad copy 
cover use of photographs and bill- 
{ing, thus making the job even 
more difficult, according to U-I 
exec. 

“Pictures are the most 
able in all commodities:” he de- 
clared. “Other commodities are 
on the market literally year after 
year, giving the advertising crea- 
tors an opportunity to get across 
their sales message through repe- 
tition or a planned build-up in a 
series of ads. This isn't true of 
| motion pictures. They're here to- 
day and gone tomorrow, so the ad- 
vertising must have an instant im- 
pact on the public.” 


perish- 





Cooga Mooga Film Productions 
Inc. has been authorized to conduct 
a motion picture, television and 
theatrical enterprise in New York 
with capital stock of 200 shares, no 
par value. Jaffe, Katz, Mosalle & 
Schier were filing attorneys at 
Albany. 





Eidophor 


Continued from page 3 








and 20th have just created a new 
Swiss company which will license 
and sell Eidophor units. The Swiss 
outfit will be owned 59-50 by 20th 
and CIBA, though the profit split 
won't be in that ratio. There are 
currently only two Eidophor units 
in the States and both are held by 
CIBA, 

General Electric in the U.S. has 
| been licensed to manufacture the 
| Eidophor machines. Mass produc- 
tion in Switzerland is about to 
start. Cost of the black-and-white 
unit will be $20,000 and for color 
about $30,000. These prices aren't 
definite as yet. What’s more they 
apply only to the projectors which 
are to be used by CIBA for promo- 
tional purposes in the closed- 
circuit business field. 

For theatres, a stronger unit 
has to be developed. Ear! I. Spon- 
able, 20th’'s chief engineer, for 
years has been working on improv- 
ing the model. There have been 
several limited demonstrations of 
the color Eidophor theatre tv unit 
for 20th execs, Wall Streeters, 
exhibitors and others. 

While the report can’t be pinned 
down, the story at 20th is that an 
|early public demonstration of 
| Eidophor is planned. However, 
such hints have been thrown out 
before. 

CIBA today (Wed.) is throwing 
a luncheon in N.Y. to report on 
its entry into the closed-circuit tv 
field. Demonstration of Eidophor 
is skedded. 

20th for many years has main- 
tained an interest in Eidophor, and 
20th prexy Spyros P. Skouras has 
made many trips to Switzerland 
for huddles on the unit. Projector 
is unique in that it doesn’t use a 
conventional light source (carbon 
are) to project the image, but pro- 
jects electronically from the sur- 
face of a thin liquid covering a 








mirror-like surface. Impression 
generally has been through the 
years that 20th owns, or at least 
controls, Eidophor. If it goes 


ahead in the theatre tv field, it'll 
have to obtain a CIBA license and 
split the take. 








Cartel Ideas 


page 5 





———— 
collaboration have been found. 
Yet, there are those in the U. S 
industry who deplore the “interna- 


=== Continued from 


tional” trend in pictures, arguing 
that it hurts rather than helps; 
that the “national” picture still 


stands a better chance than the so- 
called international film with its 
merged national aspects 


U. S. In Europe 
Distribution-wise, the problems 
of the Americans differ so radi- 


cally from those of the Europeans 
that a common view is possible 
only in terms of the American ac- 
tivity in Europe itself. And here 
there are clashes of interest ce- 
riving from the dominance—fancy 
or real—of the U. S. position 


At the exhibition level, U. S. and 
Eurove revresent two different 
worlds. There’s only one beef 


al! exhibitors have in common and 
that pertains to the rentals charged 
them by distributors. Even such 
a basic item as business building 
in the face of generally falling at- 
tendance doesn't lend itself to any 
unified treatment in the light of 
different mentalities. 

While thoroughly international- 
minded, American film men who 
concern themselves with such 
things are sceptical re interna- 
tional solutions for what ails the 
motion picture. They'll participate 
at the meeting of the Interna- 
tional Federation of Film Pro- 
ducer Assns. in Vienna Sept. 8-10, 
hut they don’t exvect to benefit 
from any of the deliberavions and 
possible decisions. 

The fact is that. 
done, can be done in relation 
Europe alone and will have no 
bearing on the industry in the 
States. What is done in Eurove 
however, is apt to run afoul the 
American interests on the Con- 
tinent, interests which are in sharp 
competition not onlv among them- 
selves but also with local indus- 
tries on the Continent To find 
ground for common action in com- 
mercial terms when basic philoso- 
phies differ so radically is difficult 
if not impossible. 


{s 
to 


whatever 





S. G. MacGillivray, of the Inter- 
state Theatre Circuit staff, installed 
as governor of Dallas Moose Lodge 


‘1818 





| 


| 


| 
| 


| rather than the property. 


Loew's Inc. Over 


Stockholder Sues Joseph Tomlinson, 


$60,000 Stock Deals 





Capra Chiefs Guild 
Hollywood, May 26. 

Frank Capra, back in the 
rank of active directors with 
“Hole in the Head,” has been 
elected president of the 
Screen Directors Guild, He 
succeeds George Sidney. 

Other officers chosen at a 
meeting last Friday (22) were 
John Rich, v.p.; Claude Bin- 
yon, secretary, and Howard 
W. Koch, treasurer. 





+ 

7 
! 
| 
| 





$750,000 Stars (2) 


Put ‘Horse In 
Sure—Rackin 


Martin Rackin, co-producer with 
John Lee Mahin of the Mirisch 
Co.'s “The Horse Soldiers,” came 
to the defense of the frequently 
criticized salaries ($750,000 each) 
paid to stars John Wayne and 
William Holden to appear. in the 
picture. He rapped the industry 
detractors and singled out Samuel 
Goldwyn for complaints against 
the payments being paid to talent 

“Goldwyn,” he said, “is a real 
estate man with taste. He's a fine 
ene to complain about star sal- 
aries. All he does is pay $1,000,000 
for ‘Guys and Dolls’ and then hires 
Frank Sinatra and Marlon Brando." 

Rackin declared that “Horse Sol- 
diers,’ from its very inception, 
was conceived as a “blue-chip” 
entry. He noted that Wayne and 
Holden “under any label” repre- 
sented the ingredients that are re- 
quired for a blue-chip picture. He 
described the picture, brought in 
at $5,000,000, as-:the most expen- 
sive ever directed by John Ford. 

“We spent all the money on the 
picture and it's all on the screen 
There's none of the major studio 
overhead present that breaks your 
back. It’s ridiculous to say that 
we're paying too much for Wayne 
and Holden. Other studios go out 
an” »ay tremendous sums for so- 
ce pre-sold properties. What 
we saved on the property almost 
paid the salary of one of the stars. 
The money was spent on people 
I think 
that’s good business. The record 
proves that Wayne and Holden are 
worth the money.” 

As an example of how the ini- 
tial “blue-chip” conception seeps 
down to exhibitors, Skip Weshner, 
producer's representative, said 
that he had received an offer in a 
pidding situation in a non-key 
city in New Jersey for a guarantee 
of $19,475 for three weeks playing 
time,, 70° for the first week, 60°% 
for the second, and 50° for the 
third. He added that this bid beat 
out a guarantee of $18,000. 

The picture, set for a June 17 
premiere in Shreveport, La., where 
the location filming was done, will 
have saturation dates in that area 
before the June 25 national re- 
lease. Plan is to hit a total of 478 
important key cities in a three- 
week period 

Leon Roth. a veepee of the 
Mirisch Co., disclosed that the pic- 
ture was placed in production with 
the idea in mind to have it ready 
for summer release. 
all the Mirisch pictures are simi- 
larly planned, the aim being to 


have each entry ready at the time | 


most 
film. 


of the year thought to be 
desirable for a_ particular 


Roth emphasized that this did not | 


mean that the company was hold- 


ing pictures only for “holiday” pe- | 


riods. He pointed to the company’s 
release of “Some Like It Hot” dur- 
ing one of the so-called “orphan 
periods.” 

Roger Lewis, pub-ad chief of 
United Artists which is releasing 
“Horse Soldiers,” said the promo- 
tion would be commensurate with 
the film’s boxoffice potential. He 
said that a budget of $1,000,000 
had been earmarked for the pub- 
ad campaign and that most of the 


money would be spent on a local 
level “in relation to the engage- 
ments where the money comes 
from.” 


He added that, 


i be 


Loew's Inc. and former board 
member Joseph Tomlinson last 
week were named defendants in a 
minority stockholder suit filed in 
| N.Y. Federal Court last week by 
| Bernard Port. Action seeks $60,- 
|} 000 or an accounting of monies 
allegedly made by Tomlinson in 
dealing in Loew's common stock in 
violation of Securities & Ex- 
change Commission regulations, 

While Tomlinson was a Loew's 
| director, complaint asserts, he 
| bought 5,400 shares of common in 
December, 1957, and sold them in 
Mirch, 1958. He also bought 36,- 
9C0 shares in November, 1958, and 
sold them in December, 1958, 
These transactions, it's claimed, 
|} were not exempt under SEC rules, 
Suit contends that Tomlinson’s 
} estimated $60,000 profit on his 
stock dealings belongs in the 
Loew's treasury for the benefit of 





all shareholders. Tomlinson, in- 
cidentally resigned from _ the 
Loew's board in February after 


leading an unsuccessful proxy fight 
to unseat the management headed 
by prexy Joseph R. Vogel. At one 
time he was the compary’'s largest 
individual stockholder, 

Loew's was named a defendant 
in Port's action, 1t’s charged, be- 
cause the firm refused to join in 
the proceedings against Tomlinson, 


Ohio Knocks Out 
Two 3%, Taxes 


;} Ohio exhibitors have won a ma- 
jor victory with the elimination of 
a 3° admissions tax and 3° tax 
on film rentals from a Senate omni- 
bus tax bill. The measure now goes 
to the Senate floor, but the two 
items affecting the film business 
are no longer a part of it 
Meanwhile, Ohio theatremen, via 


the Independent Theatre Owners 
of Ohio, are keeping a constant 
check on other biils pending be- 
fore the state legislature. These in- 
clude proposed laws requiring 
those under 18 attending drive-in 
{theatres to be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian, requiring 
drive-ins to close at midnight. re- 
quiring drive-ins and other busi- 


nesses to close between 2:30 a.m. 


and 1 p.m. on Sundays, bills to 
amend Sunday “blue laws” and 
censorship film classification mea- 


sures 


TELEPROMPTER LOOKS 
‘N’ FOR 2D BIG BOUT 


TelePrompter Corp., which last 
week snared the theatre tv rights 
forthe Floyd Paterson-Ingemar Joe 
hansson fight, appears to have the 


Inside track for the second major 

bout of tne vear—the Rav Robin- 

son-Carmen Basilio middleweight 
> it 





At hearings Monday (19) before 
the N.Y. State Athletic Commis- 
sion, called to determine if Robin- 
son had made a genuine effort to 


defend his crown in Philadelphia 
on Sept. 21, Irving B. Kahn, Tele- 
Prompter prexy, produced a certi- 
fied check of $225,000 as a guaran- 
tee to Basilio in case the chal- 
lenger doubted the authenticity of 
the proposition 

Kahn explained that in the ab- 
sence of his board members, scat- 
tered around the country, he was 


offering his own funds for the 
| Guaraniee 

SOUNDS SAVORY 
‘Sex and Violence’ Caters To 


Krown Appetites 


Richard E. Beck, an exhibitor 


with theatres in Chicago and 
Jacksonville, Fla., has teamed 
with producer-director R. John 
Hugh under the Today Theatre 
Production banner to film a sex- 
ploitable picture titled “Sex and 
Violence.’ 

The picture was filmed at the 


Shamrock Studios in Winter Park, 
Fla., with locations in and around 
Orlando and Winter Park. 


A June release is planned. Dis- 
arrangements 
as yet, 


tribution have not 


set 
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hi U. Law Review Sees Censorship 


papanyend Narrowed By Decisions 


By “indecent” w 
































JACK PIT! MAN pic as as too vague 
Chicago, May 26 and that it had not been held ‘« 
Th ng doubts and mo-! scene.” Added the court: “Nud 
tion picture censorship bodies, ¢ in reared and without lewdness o1 
cruing f consistent legal « Girtiness is not obscenity in | 
ping ove past four or five or in commen sense 
yea 1 fresh pertinence It was “The Miracle” ca how 
{ if B \ rt lucid ever, that set the tone for these 
analy of off ( censor- | limited scrutinies. The { 
ship in the l[ ot Cnc o | Re Supreme Court ruled that to | 
view's § r, 1958, i ’ the film on “sacrilegious” grour 
Its t ist 3 s under-, as New York had attempted, w: 
] } f emingly d unconstitutional, not because the 
jointed f t recent reason was indefinite, but, rathen 
por ng ¢ e ( ») po-| because “the State has no legit 
lice ce I c Lady ( tter- | mz interest in pr otecting any 0 
ley’s Love e pending in the all religions from views distast 
U.S. Supr Cou nd the new. to them.” 
I f ithority in the State Nimmer cited one opinion whit 
of Ma helps illustrate the difficulty ( 
In of picture censor-| defining “obscenity Suppo 
s) wit the first court once noted, “it is argued 
court t back in 1915 mer , that whatever excites sexual lon 
detailed es of | ctions to’ ings might possibly produce 
tele vat’s manifest to both! ual misconduct. That cann¢e 
the ft i the « ssion: fice Notoriously, perjum 
that in { rship times act as aphrodi: : 
has been steadi ing j one will suggest that ... Congre 
s ntil now the b may constitutionally | ] n 
r a court showdown are. ishment for mailing es 
eal ound t kev i There is always the danger of 
( enity and prior re- Over simplifying the “obscenity 
’ problem, but what it now boil 
Dianavs is often a nebulous, down to is a dichotomy between 
quality that remains an “open obscene and non-obscene treat- 
enestion is the courts But ment of sex, as the Supreme 
whether it’s ever resolved—and a| Court recognized by stating: “It is 
satisfactory juridical definition is therefore vital that the standards 
hard to come by—pictures should for judging obscenity safeguard 
be free of governmental regula- the protection of freedom of 
tion. “Even if subsequent punish- speech and press for material 
ment may be invoked,” Nimmer Which does not treat sex in a 
feels, “the prior restraint .. manner appealing to prurient 
should be abolished.” interest.” 
This, in Nimmer’s view, is the 
Precedents . : =ti ; ; 
: ; remaining constitutional problem 
In its increasing concern for jn cinema censorship—an adequate 
latitude of celluloid expression, the definition of what is and isn’t 
U.S. Supreme Court has, in effect, prurient. It's in this area, he 
exalted motion pictures from @ thinks, that ‘perhaps the next, 
mere amusement medium to a but not the final, step in the quest 
disseminator of ideas entitling it for constitutional prohibition of 


to the free speech guarantees of 


the first and 14th amendments. taken.” 

This was the salient feature of the There have, of course, been 
Court's 1952 judgment in Burstyn’ many court attempts over the 
v. Wilson (involving the Italo pic years to define “obscenity.” Some 


“The Miracle’ 
sequently rea 


and a premise sub- 


held up for exasperating lengths, 
Tirmed in such cases 


but all were more or less rescinded 


as those involving “La Ronde” in py “The Miracle” ruling. The rec- 
New York State and “Game of ord, as covered by Nimmer’s analy- 
Love” in Chi sis, augurs for an eventual clear- 

In each of these (and other) re-| eyt determination against prior 


cent cases before the high tribunal, 


restraint, albeit still allowing for 





























the Court has upheld free speech, subsequent punishment under due 
voiding in certain instances, pro- safeguards. If, however, the Su- 
Visions of a local censorship sta- prece Court declines to collide 
tute, but always adjudicating on head-on with the prior restraint 
the specific film and proviso in issue, then Nimmer suggests it is 
question In other words, it has the Court's burden to “develop 
yet to render sweepingiy on prior and clarify standards for determin- 
restraint, having appeared in no ing the obscene which are capable 
mood to be stampeded on that vital of being recognized and observed 
issue by censorship boards.” 

In lieu of such a coup de grace Nimmer concluded with uwn- 
to censorship the Court has ©on- abashed libertarian sentiment. As- 
tented itself to hack away piece- serting that “unhampered freedom 
meal at official restraints, mainly | o¢ expression must eventually 
by upsetting what it found to be prevail.” the lawyer recalled the 
wage standards of censorship. jate Justice Brandeis warning 
Such standards as ‘criminality ‘The greatest dangers to liberty 
ang _ ite to crime,” for example, lurk in insidious encroachmen 
eed 4 forex er ge Pane rai by men of zeal, well-meaning but 

onal nenss. x urther, without understanding.” 
it’s no it, legaliv, state ae 
and local tutes must have only | 
sexual c¢ in mind when term- | WHAT'S IN A NAME? 
ing a pictuw “immoral.” “inde- — 
cent” or “ob cene.’ The Court has Still Another One For Broadway's 
specifically excluded political con- Recent ‘Odeon’ 
tent from such appraisals, a sharp! ——emee 
reversal of the earlier legal atmes- Following a face-lifting opera- 
phere which allowed many censor tion starting on June 17, the name 
bodies to use such broad obloquy of the Odeon Theatre on Broad- 
in denying exhibition to propagan- | way will be changed to the Foru 
distic cinemat such as “Spain The name chahge is a result of 
in Flame and “Professor Mam- a request from the Rank Organ- 
loc! ization, which employs the iden- 

Definitions tification “Odeon” for its theatre 

These changed high court atti- throughout the world. The Broad- 
tudes are reflected often in lesser} way house was dubbed the Odeon 
halls of justice. The New York when Rank took over the former 
Supreme Court, for one, has, since | Holiday Theatre about two years 
the Burstyn ruling, evaded broad ago as an outlet for British prod- 
constituional judgments by con- uct. The theatre was operated by 
fining its focus to specific statutes | the B. S. Moss Theatre chain for 
and sections, and thus, in ruling | Rank, and Charles B. Moss, head 
for “Mom and Dad.” the sex hy- |of the chain, took over full oper- | 
giener with a childbirth scene,| ation of the theatre when the Rank 
State If the words ‘obscene’ or outfit closed its U.S. office. 
indecent’ can serve at all as con- First picture to play the newly- 
Stitutionally valid standards for christened house will be Colum- 
prior restraint, the words must be bia's “Middle of the Night.” 
Ziven a narrow and saattieted in- Before the theatre was called 
terpretation and, so interpreted, the Holiday, it was known as the 


the words are clearly not appli ca- 


Central. Theatre has housed legit 
ble to the film before us. 


| shows as well as pix. 





; 2 change in judicial attitude | 

Apparent to" veats seem, dake Wathine has replaced Fred 
o. : 8 € | Hansen as manager of the National 
Court of Appeals ruled for “Gar- | Theatre Supply Co. in Dallas. 
den of Eden,” produced by a|Hansen has retired. Watkins in| 
nudist group. The bench noted | Oklahoma City NTS office past 20 


that the censors’ objection to the} years, 


motion picture censorship may be! 


Even Evil Fame Brief 











Allied Artists is underway 
with an educational program 
ab 

( t its 
p t ec of Al 
( that in Europe 
{ heard of the 
( : AA wants 
a ( 
t 
Mo 2° 
Mexico’s Film Festival 


This Year Mutled F or 











ca leo Mex xico Cit 
Ac apulco, Mes ico City 
a | iv 19 
T late f | ion of 
1 V of Film 
S vely 
» 20. } \ vill 
' 8-day pe held 
in é 
) ( , ¢ f 
Jj W I ( gnated 
5 rdinator é al by 
Giacommo Barabino, fest promoter 

Ale 1 Jr. said t is hope 

1 delegations to t festival will 
é i han st vea The co- 
linator may fly to Hollywood to 
beat the drums for greater U.S 
S pal tion. This year’s 
event j\ Te inc! ude winners of the 
Cannes, Beriin, Karlovy Vary and 
Venice fests pl s films rec eiving 
he Gold Shell awards at San Se- 
bastian, Spain. 

M guel Alem 1 the plan is 
to divide the event o two periods 
of four days each: one segment in 
Acapulco and the other here. Films 
ereened at Acapulco will not be 
shown in Mexico City. Project to 


hold festival in Acapulco is a pet 
‘dea of Aleman Jr. who would 
like to have an event by the sea- 
shore 








aaa Continued from page 7 Se 
power is going to count in keeping 
up the present grosses. Second, 
Europe particularly retains a fresh 
enthusiasm for the star system, 








which has faded somewhat in the 
States. The French are thoroughly 
aware of this ney sent to Cannes 
a considerable roup of their 
voung players, a they got the 
kind of frantic attention which 
pays - via hefty plugs in papers 
and nansalane. 

Of course, while deploring the 
situation, the Americans also have 
some very good explanations for 
it. With the studics having re- 
duced and in most cases virtually 
eliminated star rosters, they’re no 
longer interested in footing the 
bi for a player to make the 

es circuit. The them- 

s aren't too e I to go 
through the strenuous festival rou 
tine, which doesn't } off in any 
immediate benefits. Finally, it is 
a fact that Cannes itself is more 
eager for established names to in- 

than for newcomers, who 
aren't apt to lend quite as much 
lustre to the pro gs. 

Whatever the ns and the 
explana ations, it’s very clear that, 
by skipping Cannes as a possble 
build-up for stars ‘Kim Novak cer- 
tainly skyrocketed via her first 
Cannes visit and it didn’t harm 
Jayn sfield eithe the Yank 
outfit y an important 
bet h, Germans 





Italians 








and are Vv ig hard to 
plug a new generation of players 
Holiywood a} rs ent to rest 
on its laurels and to ignore possi- 
bilities to insure t future. Ata 
time when Hol ood isn't blessed 

ith too many new drawing mes 
anyway, the importance of Cannes 
as a “I Pv fl can't and shouldn't 


overlooked 





Par Product 


Continued from 


— page 3 


iis exee aides 
It’s believed 
onths’ time, if the 
proper individual is available, an 
exec producer will be appointed. | 
He'll take over the artistic aspects 
|of the studio operation 
| handling the business end. 

Meanwhile being planned is a 
Coast meeting to be attended by 
| Balaban and just about every de- 
| partment head in fhe homeoffice. 
| Subject broadly will be Par’s “new 
era.” 


He and |} 


he sh 


operat on 
will run t 
that in a fe 








| Youngstown, 


with Karp | 











—E= 











er-Int'l 


according to I 
uel Bischoff and 


Producers 


a = Continued from page 4 Gass ——— } 
| berg and George Marshall was filmed in Italy at a cost of $1,500,000, 
| 
} 
' 


David Diamond moved onto the Al- 











lied Artists est preliminary to their lensing of “The Big Bank- 
roll” next fall Paul Raibourn back at the Paramount homeoffice 
following a trek west on possible diversification moves for the com- 
pany. Nothing has aterialized so far Terry and Denis Sanders 
went home to the ¢ t afte a month's promotional work on their 

; ie and Pur iment, U.S.A 

Sy Weintraub s s is the best time ever f ndependent film 
producers to € ‘Id and because of the o} ities at hand 
he’s divested all of his radio and television int ; to concentrate 
on theatricals. Weintraub and pi - Harvey Resatin hee out Sol 
—_— Productions for close to $3 000,000, according to Weintraub 

Vith the N.Y. Yankees getting Page One at ion throughout the 

country, Via occupancy oi the cellar in the American Leas isnt the 
time ripe for a reissue of “Pride of the Yankees 

Peter Lawford purchased “Three for the Money,” original screen- 
play by Dick Steur, and negot g with Gary Cooper for pair to co- 
produce and cost Howard St. John will recreate h Broadway 
role in Panama-Frank’s Paramount production of “Li'l Abner”, . . 
Lovis de Rochemont prepping a 110-minute film extravaganza, “All 
the World's a Stage,” using variety of acts f ound the globe 

. James Gunn takes over scripting chores on “Ha on High” for 

prod ucer Jerry Bresler at Columbia Pictures 


PETER WELLMAN SELLING 


But His Theatre Properties Still 


| Reissues (Some) 


vies oat Cop Big Dough; 


Peter M 





New Mock and Wellman Theatres 

in Girard, a suburb near Youngs- |} é ? 

town, for 25 years, has sold the two ane atest 

houses to Albert Garfield of | > 

Youngstown, o managed thea- ; : 

tres for 13 years for Warner Bros There's gold in those reissues— 

before becoming associat€&d with Sometimes. As 20th-Fox cleaned 

the Berlo Vending Co. as district | UP With “Streetcar Named Desire,” 

manager. . Paramount is now raking in tall 
Wellman purchased the Old Coin with “Shane The oater is 

Mock theatre in 1934 and later re- figured to gross $1,000,000 in 

named it the Wellman, after they domestic rentals 


vo0s ing > ) ic th . b - 
built the New Mock Theatre a few Doing well, too, is the combina 


years later. He will continue to ton of oe 17” and “Place in 
maintain ownership of the Hickory the Sun Package has taken in 
Drive-In at Sharon, Pa., operated $135,000 in 1,200 dates, which is 
by his son, Michael; the North fancy money for back-issue prod- 
Side and West Side Drive-ins, ¥¢t, and actually running ahead of 


leased to Associated | °me of Par’s new productions 
Experience with another combo 





Theatres Circuit, Cleveland; the 

Shane Drive-in in Andover, O., and “shows that pictures which have 
the Atlantic Mills property, the done well the first time around 
former Belmont Theatre in Youngs- “0n’t necessarily lend themselves 
town, which now houses a discount t® Te-run treatment. “Detective 
type department store business. Story and Come Back Little 
. ss eae ialaiany Sheba” were teamed and the re- 





, sults were dismal “No chemistry 
BEN MARCUS PRO-RADIO w..tveute‘neard at Par. The plan 


“Detective” in com- 
“Rear Window.” 
will be back next 


now is to test 
bination with 
Elvis Presley 


FOR SECRET PROMOTION 






























In New York last week for the ‘ . <me? 
executive committee meeting of month via reissue of “Loving You” 
) nmi n g Acta atthe cone a 
the Council of Motion Picture Or- — —. re si = = on 
1S 
ganizations, Ben Marcus reported “nues on the reisst _ "the ide 
he found radio to his liking as an And Par is toying with the idea 
advertising medium. Marcus, who's of returning Grace Kelly to world 
ig meaium, Alé Ss n 41 ‘ 
~ screens next year with the re- 
a Wisconsin circuit operator and ; : age & ; veer 
former president of Allied States handling of ounsry Girl” and 
A n said he tried t local a.m ‘Bridge at Toko-Ri Bill Holden 
ss Salt 2e rie ou or IT 1 : 
- : o is in both of these. 
outlets for three pictures—namely also is in bo 
“Gidget,” “Hanging Tree” and —— 
“Perfect Furlough’—and all three | Phil ¢ hiar P off | 
produced good results a elp 1ans ni 
Marcus noted that radio was one J. 2 
of the basic parts of the indus- 
try’s long-projected business build- Harrisburg, May 26. 
ing campaign As a result of Hitting the hinterlands some. 
own experience he feels that the times has a way of paying off, as 
industry should go along with the, witness the stopover here of the 
institutional aur ertising but | cross-country bus caravan promot- 
as a supplement to theatremen’s ing “The Young Philadelphians 
own advertising individual pic- E. G. Wollaston, manager of the 
tures, such as his ree State Theater arranged a special 
: reakf sessiol th the plavers 
Marcus was named chairman of 5reakfast “ sion with me pa ae 
a committee whose job is to deter- | including Peter Brown, Alan Hale 
mine how to use radio record Jr., Arlene Howell, Will Hutchins, 
prepared for the busine can Diane Jergens, Roger Moore, Erin 
I é I Uf usil ss alm- il sae ees Sere : Sieaeall 
paign but not put to use because O’Brien, Rog 3 smi - ae 1 Connie 
of the lack of fu These are | Stevens, and the radio and press 
AA Vi au us ! i 
Slides of the go-to-the-movies type oT “y — lio stations have 
which were cut out of initial funds, |} 0 result—radio stations hav 
and subsequently not exposed been us ng taped ervie 's made 
psa : aps ‘ during the session, all week at all 
Cost of these 1 records, along with | hours of tl lay and night, and 
other prepar y work on the! the new devoted major fea- 
business project, came to $28.000.| tures to the event. And from pres- 
This is roughly 20° of the total) ent indications. the promo barrage 
money conti ted by theatre | will continue at least through June 
owners for the proposed campaign. | 1 as all stations still have a num- 
The balance will be returned to) ber of tapes the haven't even 
the donors on the usual pro rata scheduled vet 
basis. a 
| ‘ * . 
anes | ‘South Seas’-Due in Minn. 
. | Minneapolis, May 26 
. : ; nn l May 26. 
Thief’s Girl Driver Let Off =| “South Sea Adventure.” fRe only 


May 26 
to Port 


Beaumont, Tex., remaining Cinerama attraction not 
| Mary Nell Holcom 


be Ar- 


yet presented here, will preem at 
thur, received a two year suspend-| the Century July 1. re placing 
ed penitentiary sentence after) “Windjammer.” Latter is now in 


here before Dis- 


pleading guilty its 26th week and still doing big 


trict Judge Meivin Combs to taking | business. It'll have run 31 weeks, 

part in the holdup of the Village! or just short of eight months, 

Theatre in Port Arthur on July! when it departs 

20, 1958. | All previous Cinerama offerings 
She had admitted to driving the | have enjoyed long runs at the 


car for Marion W. Babb, also of | Century, this having proved one of 
| Port Arthur, who was sentenced to | | Stanley-Warner's best boxoffice 
| eight years imprisonment after he | cities. “This Is Cinerama” ran 66 


| pleaded guilty to taking $690 fr om | weeks; “Cinerama Holiday,” 54; 


the theatre, using a gun he claimed | “Seven Wonders of the World,” 
| was a toy. 83, and “Search for Paradise,” 38. 
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Saenger 
— ORLEANS 
Ow in its 
Kenmore mene 
BOSTON z 
Now in its 
2nd week! 





MILWAUKEE 
Now in its 
2nd week! 


BUFFALO 
Now in its 
2nd week! 


Larkin & Clay tell me 7’ 
SAN FRANCISCO a 


Now in its 
3rd week! 




















And booked 
into key houses 
of these 
major circuits: 


Fox West Coast 
Stanley Warner 
Paramount 
United Artists 
Loew's 
RKO 

























wal ee ae. —!/ 


nr = q | 
OM mp Bh 4 





E SIGNORET and HEATHER SEARS 
tributing Inc. Rep.-: 


ELDON TROMBERG 
HARRY H. THOMAS | MR. SH aso 
MR. STANTON DAMS | vaton . NW. Continental Dist La oT Call Cincinnati 10, Ohio 
260 Tremont Street | 164 oS ia | 4301 S. Wabash Ave. | Los Angeles “ 

Boston 16, Mass. — Chicago 5, Illinois 


= 
starring LAURENCE HARVEY, SIMON 












\ 
} 
: 
























ST 57th STREET « NEW YORK 19, N.Y. 
PLaza 7-2593 © 





251 WE 


CONTINENTAL 





24 PICTURES 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, Yiay 27, 1959 





Illinois Exempts ‘Distressed’ Film 
+ _ Theatres From Minimum Wages 


Springfield, Ill, May 26. 

Illinois theatres have been ex- 
empted from pending minimum 
wage legislation in this staie, it 
was reported by George G. Kera- 
soles, president of Theatres 
Owners of America and head of 
the Kerasotes Theatres here. 

Kerasotes indicated that as a re- 
sult of conferences with key legis- 
lators, film houses had been spe- 
cifically eliminated from bills now 
pending before the State’s Senate 
and Assembly at the capital here. 

Appeal to the lawmakers was 
on two counts—(1) that the film 
business is presenily in financial 
distress, as evidenced by the clos- 
ing of several hundred theatres in 
the state in the past decade and 
that minimum wage coverage 
would close more theatres. 

It was also emphasized that full- 
time theatre employees, such as 
projectionists and stagehands, are 
being paid at union scale far above 
the proposed minimums and that 
other employees—including ushers, 


(2) 


cashiers, doormen and candy stand | 


attendants—were part-time em- 
ployees, either interested in pick- 
ing up extra money for a few hours 
work a day or limited by Social 
Security as to the amount of money 
they could earn. 

Kerasotes pointed out that the 
fact that hotels and restaurants 
had already been specifically ex- 
empted from the bill set a prece- 
dent for drive-in theatre conces- 
sions employees. 





Marilyn Words Intact; 
195 Feet Out in Kansas 











Kansas City, May 26. 

United Artists and the Kansas 
Board of Review came to an agree- 
ment last week on “Some Like It 
Hot,” and the picture will now 
play the Sunflower state minus 105 
feet of its footage. Out are some 
of the intimate scenes between 
Marilyn Monroe and Tony Curtis 
on the yacht, regarded as too dis- 
turbing for Kansasans 
was done in a few 
selected spots without losing any 
of the dialogue. Bookings of the 
film are going forwa-d immediate- 
ly in Kansas, according to Ralph 


Scissoring 


Amacher, UA manager here 
Picture played first run at the 
Midland, Kansas City, Mo., several 
weeks ago and now is in subse- 
quent runs on the Missouri side. 
Kansas theatres, including a num- 
ber of drive-ins, ave hastening to 


catch up 


PADGETT JOINS FOUNDATION 


Film Booker’s Aide In Change of 


Profesh 
Atlanta, May 26. 
A. B. Padgett, assistant to Jimmy 
Tlarrison, chief booker for the 


Wilby-Kincey theatre chain, has re- 


signed to become director of the 
Metropolitan Foundation of At- 
lanta, which administers capital 


gifts to charibtable, educational and 
religious groups in this area. Pad- 


gett’s appointment came after it 
was revealed that four Atlanta 
banks, Citizens and Southern Na- | 
tional Bank, First National Bank, 
Fulton National Bank and Trust 
Company or Georgia, had given 


$125,000 to the foundation. 
Foundation has been in existence 
for seven years, but Padgett, who 
has been with Wilby-Kincey chain 
since 1951, is first fulltime director. 
Padgett’s job at W-K has been 
filled by John Huff, who has been 
connected with Paramount Ex- 
change in Atlanta for 15 years. 


Filipino Film Via AA 


Hollywood, May 26. 





Allied 
bution deal for “Surrender—Hell!” 
Keith Andes-Susan Cabot costar- 
rer produced last year in the Phil- 
ippines under the Topaz Films 
banner 

Based on Philip Harkin’s tome, 
“Blackburn's Headhunters,” narra- 
tive deals with Col. Donald Black- 
burn’s guerrilla fighters in the 
Philippines during Worid War II. 


Edmund Goldman produced, John} these states during the last week | 


Barnwell 


directed 


Artists has closed distri- | 


a 
a 





Make a Hit With Mama 


St. Paul, May 26. 

George Granstrom, owner 
of the local de luxe neighbor- 
hood Highland, used extra large 
newspaper advertising space 
on “Mother's Day” to pay re- 
spects to mothers and suggest 
that children treat them to a 
motion picture that day. 

Copy: “We pay tribute to 
all mothers today. Take her 
out to a movie. She'll love you 





for it.” 
Highland’s screen attrac- 
tion was “Rally Around the 


| Flag, Boys.” 


RKO Taking Over 








Kansas City, May 26. 
RKO Theatres are coming back 
to first run operation here, taking 
over the Missouri Theatre for re- 
opening May 29. Theatre has been 
under Cinerama operation the past 


three years. but that closes out 
with “South Seas Adventure,” 
May 17. 


RKO will revamp the house, re- 
placing the former seating ar- 
rangement counting 2.585. Cine- 
rama has operated with 1.194 seats. 
|The special booth and screen for 
Cinerama come out. and Cinema- 
Scope equipment will be installed. 

Harry Weiss, RKO district man- 
ager from Minneapolis, was in 
town last Thursday initiating the 
changes. RKO will reopen with 
“Around the World in 80 Days,” 
first downtown showing in Cinema- 
Scope. Policy wil! be 75c matinees, 
$1 evenings, the prevailing first 
run admissions. Manager is yet to 
be appointed. 


eee 





Identify US-USSR 





Firstrun in K. C. 





Briefs From The Lots 











Hollywood, May 26. 

“Mad Dog Vincent Coll” will be 
indie produced by Medhat Man- 
dour with Lawrence Tierney in 
title role and Joan Dixon... As- 
sociated Producers Inc., registered 
“Stars of the Grand Ole Opry,” 
for film based on longtime Nash- 
ville radio-tv fave Maureen 
Stapleton with Marlon Brando, 
Anna Magnani and Joanne Wood- 
ward in Jurow-Shepherd’s “The 
Fugitive Kind” ... Fred Kohlmar 
signed Arthur Sheekman to script 
‘That Hill Girl,” upcoming Kim 
| Novak starrer at Columbia Pictures 
|... Nicholas Ray registered trio of 
| titles with MPAA for possible indie 
| production: “The Innocents,” “The 
Outsiders” and “The Trance of 
Death.” 
| Charles Feldman closed distribu- 
tion deal with Columbia Pictures 
for his projected indie, “Fair 
|Game” ... Edmund Grainger set 
| Brian Donlevy for Metro produc- 
| tion, “Never So Few” . Milton 
| Sperling acquired film rights to 
|The Marauders,” dealing with 
Merrill’s Marauders during Burma 
campaign of World War II - 
Walt Disney set Janet Monro for 
| “Swiss Family Robinson”... Wil- 
liam Bishop with Fred MacMurray 
in Richard Einfeld’s 
Trail,” for 20th-Fox release 
{John C. Higgins 
| Serling yarn, “Line of Duty,” 
Aubrey Schenck and Howard W. 
Koch’s United Artists sked ; 
Gary Merrill into Perlberg-Seaton’s 
“The Pleasure of His Company.” 

Garson Kanin is packaging his 
upcoming nove}, “Blow Up a 
Storm,” for indie production and 
pitching for Frank Sinatra in yarn 
about jazz musicians Walt Dis- 
ney purchased Edward Fenton's 
adventure-mystery tome “The 
Golden Doors.” for filming in Italy 
under producership of William H. 
Anderson .. . Charles Schnee set 
to script “Butterfield 8.” John 
O’Hara novel 
Pandro Berman for Metro release 

British thesp Tom Helmore 

into George Pal’s upcoming “The 
Time Machine,” shooting for Met- 
ro distribution 





Leo Fuller's 
“The Greatest Liar in the World” 
acquired by Dave Crown for indie 
filming ... Vietor Jory returns to 
screen as costar of Jurow-Shep- 


erd's “The Fugitive Kind.” join- 
ing Brando, Mafnani and Wood- 
| ward. 














Continued from page 5 smm—mame 


olina,” “All Around Arkansas,” 
“Grand Canyon,” “People of the 


Western Shore.” “Rainbow Val- 
ley,” “Symphony Across_ the 
Land.” “Marian Anderson,” ‘Fhe 


Big City,” “Toward Tomorrow,” 


“A Share in Tomorrow,” “Building 
with Rain,” “Report on Puerto 
Rico,’ “Achievement in Steel,” 
“The American Road,” “Arizona 


and its Natural Resources,” “De- 
sign for Growing,’ “The Story of 
Thomas Alva Edison,”’ “Technique 
for Tomorrow, USA.” “Yellow- 
stone National Park,’ “Paintings 
of the Néw World,” and “Museum 
of Art.” 

The Russian documentaries are: 
“In the Land of Sunny Nights,” 
“If Mountains Could Talk,’ “Dos- 
toyevski,” “For the Lue of the 
Doomed,” “Healing Rays,” “Palace 
of Science,” “On the Track of In- 
visible Enemies,”’ “Development of 
Reflex Activity in Autogenesis,” 
“Tret’'Yakov Gallery,” “In the 
Land of the Fire Breathing Moun- 


tains,” “I. I. Levitan,” “Peter’s 
Palace,” “The Russian State Mu- 
seum,” “Stalingrad Today,” “Our 


Olympians,” “fhe Academy 
Arts of the USSR.” “Aivosovski,” 
‘‘Master of Book Illustration,” “On 


the Moscow Canal,” “Peter Kon- 
chalovski,” “Along the Lower 
Amur,” “When Winter Wheat 
Comes,” “State Hermitage,” “Story 
of Stones.” and “First Soviet 
Earth Satellites.” 





Ballyhoo Truck for H-Man | 


| Columbia is sending a_ truck 
| trailer to 36 cities in eight states 
| as part of the exploitation cam- 
| paign for its sci-fi release, “The 
| H-Man.” 

The trailer, termed a_ horror 
;show on wheels, left New York 
| over the weekend to launch an ini- 
tial 27-day tour, which started in 
Columbus on Monday (25). 


|tucky, Indiana, Michigan, New 
York, Massachusetts and Rhode Is- 
land, before winding up in Bridge- 
) port, Conn., on June 20. The film 
is slated for saturation bookings in 


Vin June. 


of | 


The | 
|itinerary includes stops in Ken-| 


| Elect Acad Governors | 











Hollywood, May 26 

Three new members and 11 in- 
cumbents were elected to Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts & Sci- 
ences’ Board of Governors. Trio 
include Mervyn LeRoy (Directors 
Branch), Jack Diamond (Public Re- 
lations) and Richard Murphy 
(Writers) 

Reelected: Robert Ryan (Actors 
B. B. Kahane (Administrators), Ed- 
gar Preston Ames (Art Directors), 
| Hal Mohr (Cinematographers), Ja- 
‘cob H. Karp (Executives), Rudi A 
Fehr (Film Editors), George W. 
Duning (Music), Samuel G. Engel 
(Producers), Hal Elias ‘Short Sub- 
jects), Gordon E. Sawyer (Sound), 
Emile Kuri (Art Directors) 

All board meml were voted 
in for twoyear terms except Kuri, 
elected to oneyear term to fill a 
vacancy. 







rs 





Rubinsky’s 30th Anni 
Harrisburg, May 26 

A local exhibitor, Mark Rubin- 
sky, celebrating his 30th anniver- 
Sary as a motion picture theatre 
owner, was honored here in a 
week-long observance of the event. 
At one time the owner of 15 houses 
throughout the Keystone State, Ru- 
binsky is currently headquartering 
here, with theatres under his wing 
now confined to the immediate 
area. 

In 1948 Rubinsky built the Up- 
town Theatre and was given the 
Merit Award that year by the mo- 
tion picture industry for the most 


modern and well constructed thea- , 


ter in the nation 
In addition to recognition of 


Rubinsky’s anniversary by city and | 


state officials, the Uptown Theatre 
ran a nine-day box office special 
offering of two adult tickets for 
the price of one 





| Pinnacle Pictures Corp. has been 


authorized to conduct a motion 
picture business in the Bronx. | 
Capital stock is $5.000, Directors | 


are Archer King, Elaine K. Rut- 
ledge, of New York; William Free, 
of Old Wick, N.J Cally & Cally 
of Manhaitan were filing 





ig 


“Oregon 
} 


scripted Rod 
for | 


to be produced by ! 


attorneys, | 





Hollywood Bed-Springs 

What is by now a familiar 
“inside” probing of Hollywood 
has been repeated by Lionel 
Olay in his first novel, “The 
Heart of a Stranger,” a Signet 
paperback original. 

The author recounts the 
struggle for control of an indie 
telepix production company 
between a Neanderthal type 
actor and an _ intellectual 
writer-producer. The story is 
told in the first person by the 
production company’s _ story 
reader, a vague hanger-on who 
is part of the vast army of 
lower-echelon staffers work- 
ing in Hollywood. 

Of course, no novel about 
Hollywood would be worth the 
paper it’s written on if it were 
not spiced with a quota of sex, 
and Olay, not to be different, 
has his characters jumping in 
and out of bed at almost every 
turn. The author displays a 
superficial knowledge of the 
workings of a telepix outfit. 
His depiction of the Eastern 
bankers who control the finan- 
cing borders on the cliche. 
And his account of agents, 
producers and writers covers 
well-trodden territory. Holl. 


Better, Cheaper 

‘Windjammer’ Rig 
Los Angeles, May 26. 

A new type of multiple projec- 
tion equipment perfected in Eu- 
rope and which reportedly may be 
installed and operated at approxi- 
mately one-quarter the cost of 
present equipment will now enable 
hundreds of smaller theatres to ex- 
hibit National Theatres’ ‘Wind- 
jammer” in its original Cinemir- 
acle process. 

Pic, first in NT's widescreen sys- 
tem, heretofore has been restricted 
to theatres capable of handling the 
bulky three-panel Cinemircale 
projectors 
of lightweight designs which per- 
mits easy portability and occupies 
only a fraction of the booth space 
usually required for triple-projec- 
tion, 











s 
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ElectroVision Adds 2 
To Fanchon and Marco 


Los Angeles, May 26. 

ElectroVision Corp., which ac- 
quired the Fanchon & Marco chain 
of theatres some months ago. had 
added two houses to the 10 it al- 
ready holds 

The Bay Theatre, in Pacific Pali- 
sades, and Imperial Theatre, In- 


glewood, in nearby neighh¢ 
will now come under ElectroVision 
management, under a deal 
with Helm & Hoffman Enterp: 


noods 


closed 
ises 


Par Buys In Own Stock 


| Paramount in the past month 
spent nearly $390,000 in buying its 
own stock back on the New York 
Stock Exchange Total of 7,900 
shares was taken in on the open 
market and placed in the com- 
pany’s treasury 

This is in line with the continu- 
ing policy of reducing the capitali- 
zation and brings to 212,400 shares 





the total acquired over the past 
year. 
Also on the Wall Street front, 


it's noted that United Artists now 
has 965,162 shares listed on the big 
board, New total came deben- 
tures were converted into 32,651 
common shares 


as 


Peck Party to Texas 


} Dallas, May 26. 


Gregory Peck, will make a per- 
sonal appearance on the stage of 
| the Majestic Theatre here Thurs- 


|day (28) to introduce his latest 


|(UA). He'll also hit Forth Worth, 
Houston and San Antonio. 

Peck will be accompanied on the 
tour by Capt. Joseph Clemons, the 
{real life hero whom Peck portrays 
in the film, and their wives. 


| 





Bait for Oregon Festival Tourists 


‘Windjammer’ on 2-Nightly Policy, Weekend 
Matinees—Playing Portland Nabe 


Portland, Ore., May 26. 

Cinemiracle came to Portland 
with “Windjammer” at the Ever- 
green. House hopes for a four 
month run. The 1,200 seater is 
located in a neighborhood biz dis- 
trict about four miles from the 
main stem. 

William Thedford, prexy of the 
Evergreen circuit: Oscar Nyberg, 
district manager; Rex Hopkins, 
city manager; and all of the man- 
agers of the Evergreen theaters 
were on hand for the opening.. 

Hopkins had plenty of ballyhoo 
on radio, tv, and press. A short 
civic deal and entertainment set 
the stage for the pic. House has 
been scaled at $1.75 with two even- 
ing performances plus two mati- 
nees on week-ends. 

“Windjammer” experts big biz 
throughout the summer with 7,000,- 
000 tourists expected for the Ore- 
gon Centennial Expo. 





Cop’s Widow Benefits 
From ‘Anne Frank’ 








Minneapolis, May 26. 

Ted Mann, owner of the Acad- 
emy here, is donating proceeds of 
the June 4 opening night at his 
theatre of the territory exclusive 
hard-ticket “Diary of Anne Frank” 
engagement. They'll go to the 
widow and four children of a po- 
liceman killed in a gun battle with 
two bandits encountered by him 
departing from a _ super-market 
which they just had held up. 

Tickets will sell for $5 and a 


‘capacity house will net $4,500 for 


The new equipment is | 


starring release, “Pork Chop Hill,” | 


|change from the 


the needy family. All newspapers 
aud television and radfo stations 
are cooperating to make the night 
a success, 

The gesture will cost Mann at 
least $1,500 because a Jewish or- 
ganization desiring to raise funds 
had offered him that sum if he'd 
sell out the house to it opening 
night. . 


STARLIGHT NOW GLENDALE 





Mirasola Takes Over Long-Dark 
Ovoner 





Albany, May 26. 
Joseph Mirasola will re-christen 


the former Starlight Drive-in, at 
Pottersville, as Glendale Drive-in, 
when he opens it May 29. The 
automobiler has been dark since 
1952. 

Mirasola, who relighted the 9-L 
Beach Drive-in, at Lake George 


Village, three years ago. is widen- 


ing the screen, installing a new 
booth and making other changes 
in Pottersville. A new highway 


passed the drive-in. Mirasola will 
operate with his son, Juneo. 
Mirasola has leased the ozoner, 
with an option to buy, from Henry 
McKee, owner of a nearby res- 
taurant. Downey and Whitman 
originally conducted the 300-car 


park 
The $-1 Beach will reopen May 
29, too. The Mirasolas are from 
Brookly: 
>] . 
UA’s Philly Party at 40 
Philadelphia, May 26. 
United Artists marked its 40th 
anni with a screening of Frank 
Sinatra’s “Hole in the Head” and 
a party afierward at the exchange 
for the entire Vine St. colony. 
Pariy was hosted by’ Philly 


branch manager Al Glaubinger. 


‘ ’ . 
80 Days’ In On Grind 
Minneapolis, May 26. 
One year after its 50-week hard 
ticket $2.65 top Acodemy Theatre 


run on Todd-OA, “Around the 
World in 80 Days” returns to the 
local loop tomorrow (27) at the 
RKO Pan. 


On 35mm the scale will be $1.25 
after 5 p.m., instead of the thea- 
tre’s usual 90¢c or $1. 





Par Moves Buchanan 
Dallas, May 26. 

H. K. Buchanan is being trans- 
ferred to the local Paramount ex- 
Oklahoma City 
exchange which has been shuttered. 

Buchanan will be in charge of 
all bookings for the Oklahoma City 
area 





Wednesday, May 27, 1959 


TWO BIG STORIES OF ACTION 
AND SUSPENSE...UIT TRUE! 


























The battlecry 
that triggered 
the boldest 
deception 

in history! 


Fi The devil's weapons 
that tore through 

space to 

explode the 

rocket 














Starring 
filmdom's 
popular man 
of-adventure 


MICHAEL 


RENNIE... 


PATRICIA 


NEDINA 3 








w= CLIFTON JAMES jesse" ~ 

















HM. MH. GREENBLATT, GENERAL MGR., 10 COLUMBUS CIRCLE, NEW YORK, N. Y., JUdson 2-7300 JOE GINS, SALES MGR.—NEW YORK, 10 COLUMBUS CIRCLE, 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 27, 1959 








| Currie, John Laurie 
| Niall MacGinnis, Miles 
drew Cruickshank 
(Started April 27) 


Bernard 
Malleson 








Hollywood Production Pulse 








“RIM OF THE CANYON” Starts, This Yeor 
(Thunderbird Prods.) 


ALLIED ARTISTS 


Prods.—Kendrick Sweet, Don Siegel ] 


METRO 


This Date, Last Year 





Starts, This Year......... 
This Date, Last Year ..... 8 


Cornel Wilde, Victoria. Shaw, Mickey 


} 
| 
3 Dir.—Don Siegel 
Shaughnessy, Edgar Buchanan. Riar 
} 











Garrick, Tom Fadden, Alex Lock Prod —Edmund Grainger 
wood, Ted Jacques, George Ross. Jack Dir Vincente M elli 
| Elam, John Roy, Guy Way, Wendell Robert \ hu Ele 
“THE BAT” Holmes George Han ( Pe 
«Libe F « (Started April 27) l Patten, Evere s 
Die C J Be ‘THE FLYING FONTAINES” Started ro 9) 
vene 
cent P Moorehead, John | ‘ ao | Prods.) ’ ’ 
Viattion. Gavin’ Gordon. Rebert B.| Prod.—Sam Katzman THE WRECK OF THE MARY DEARE 
N illian Yar i, John Bryant Dir.— George erman I il lausten 
My sae Riccente. ee Lane. Harvey | Michael Callan, Evy Norlund, Rian Gar Dir Michael Anders 
Stephens ; | rick, Jeanne Manet, William Quinn Gary (¢ er, Charl 
(Started April 27 Joan Evans. Joe deSaniis, John Van Redgrave 
aa : | Dreeland, Roger Perry s ed April 9) 





(Started May 11) 





E NEVER SO FEW 

‘ Y .f “BR MAGIC FLAME” Pr; Ear Grainger 
AMERICAN INT'L \Goete, Pictures Dies John Sturges. 

. (Shooting In Vienna) Fran) tr Gina 
Starts, This Year ...... es Sate “William Goetz Lawford. Steve McQuee 
Dir.—Charies Vidor Richard Jot on 
This Date, Last Year ..... 16 Dirk Bogarde, Capucine, Martfta Hunt ted M 18 
Lou Jacobi. Marcel Dalio, Sidney 











Kaye, Ivan Desny "THE LAST VOYAGE 











“COLOSSUS AND THE GOLDEN HORDE” (Started May 11) Shooting in Jar 
(American International-Standard co-pro “THE TINGLER” Be i Ar se I By oe 
duction . J 
rooting in Rome and soslavia) (William Castle & Assoc.) Robe Stack : 
ba a De I - st Ss Pies ie Prod William Castile | Sanders. FE . O’Br 
a pont ynsa Dir.—William Castle Merrihugh Woody ie 
Cab Pa Cate Sea, Sree Vincent Price, Judith Evelyn, Patricia Kruschen. Richard Nor 
(Started April 27) | Cutts, Philip Collidge, Pamela Lincoln | (Started May 1 
oor nan Prsoange sd conta THE TIME MACHINE” 
“GHOST OF DRAG STRIP HOLLOW” sa . 1 
(Amer nl cert n-} Picts.) HAVE ROCKET, WILL TRAVEL” (Galaxy Prods.) 
hooting at Ai Studios) | (Romm of ) - Prod.—George Pal 
Jody Fair Ru: ss Bender, Henry McCann, Pr —fhiarry omm Dir.—George | + ” 
Dorothy Newman, Martin Braddock, Dir.—David Rich : Rod Taylor flan young om Hel 
Elaine Dupont, Leon Tyles The har a Stooges, Jerome Cowan Started May 2 
See ae panelled “THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN HAWKS 
i “SUDDENLY LAST SUMMER” Shooting in Holland 
Sam Spiegel Prods.) ; Prod.—David F se 
COLU MBIA (Shooting in London) | Dir.—Richard Thorr 
Prod Sam Spiegel Robert Taylor, Nicole 


Starts, This Year ........ 14 Dir.—Joseph Mankiewicz Christian 


; Elizabeth Taylor, Montgomery Clift Started May 2 
This Date, Last Year ......10 (Started May 25) 


‘HOME FROM THE HILL” 


brigida 
1, Dean Jones 


20th CENTURY need 





Starts, This Year........ 
This Date, Last Year...... ‘< 
THE BLUE ANGEL* 
Jack Cumn od.) 
Prod c 4 mings 
D Ex Di ryk 
irt J lay Britt Theodore 
Bikel 4 s Barbar Lu 
Stella Sevens, Woife Barzell. D 
Tyler, | Valken, Voytek Dolinsk 
e Burkett 
Startle AT « 
‘THE PEST CF EVERYTHING” 
4 me y « \ s Prods 


(Shooting in N.‘ 
Prod.-—Jerry Wald 
N 


Dir Jean egulesco 

Hope lL », Ste en Bovd, Suzy Par 
ker, Diane Beke Gardiner McK 
Martha Hye Robert Evans, Sue Car 
son, Donalk Herren, and starring, 


(Started May 








UNITED ARTISTS 
ae} 7 
This Date, Last Year ......15 

















“MAN ON A STRING” 
«RD-DR Corp.) 
«Shooting in Berlin) 
Prod Louis De Rochemont 
Dir Andre de Tot 
Ernest Borgnine Kerwin Mathews, 


WALT DISNEY 
Rasle, Tae VEO... cscccce J 
This Date, Last Year...... 1 


Starts, This Year 


This Date, Last Year.. 


PARAMOUNT 


air pat par tad WALTZ 
4) 


Fields Proc 
Shooting in New \Y r 
Prod.- —Josey f s 
Dir David \ r 
David Niv ( nor 
Started April 27 


“THE GALLANT stein 


| (Cagney-Monts é I is.) 
(For UA Release 


SS —Rebert Mont 
Robert Montgomery 


gomery 





| aba Cagne Dennis Weaver Les | 
Tremayne Karl Swenson Walter | 
Sande. Richard <metgees Carl Bentor 
Reid, Ward ¢ te Raymond Bailey 
Robert B ’ 

(Started Ap: 29 

UNIVERSAL 
Starts, This Year....... “% 


This Date, Last Year ...... 4 

















Alexander Scourby, Ed Prentiis, Col 


en Dewhurst, Vladimir Sokoloff, “TOBY TYLER” "“ONE-EYED JACKS” 











‘ lenn Corbett Exe Prod.—Wsa isney Pe ebaker Prods 
ried March 31) y oneal rote ones } Exe Prods.—George Glass, 
a . os Dir.—Charles Barton | Seltzer 
ONCE MORE WITH FEELING Kevin Corcoran, Henry Calvin. Gene Prod.—Frank P. Rosenberg 
ianley Donen Films) Sheldon, Bob Sweeney. Richard Eust Dir.—Marlon Brando 
(Shooting in Paris) ham, Barbara ard, Dennis Joel Marlon Brando, Karl Malden, 
Prod.—Stanley Donen (Started March 30) Jurado. Pina Bellicer, Ben Johnson, 
Dir.-—Stanley Donen | Slim ckens, Timothy Carey, 
Yul Brynner, Kay Kendall. Gregory | “THE SILVER SKATES” | Teai in m Gilman, Larry Duran, 
Ratoff, Mervyn Johns, Martin Benson, (Shooting in Sweden & Holland) | Lu. John Dierkes, Mickey Finn 
Harry Lockhart, Maxwell Shaw, An- Prod.—Walt Disney liam Forrest. Clem Harve 
drew Faulds | Assoc. Prod.—Norman Foster Wills, Maria Monay, Marg 
(Started April 6) — ‘ermen Foster . _ C 2, Hank Warden, am 
= ony ander, Carin Rossby. Al jel Rodolfo Acosta 
Paste ond oe a —. pouiere. Erik Standmark Started Dec. 2) 
ingmead Prods.) vunilla Je ennard Klefbom 
«Shooting in Havana) (Started April 2) A VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET” 
Prod.Carol Reed Hal Wa 
Dir.-—Carol Reed “KIDNAPPED” Prod 
Alec Guinness, Burl Ives, Maureen Prod.—Walt Disney I I 
O’Hara, Ernie Kovacs, Ralph Richard-| Assoc. Prod.—Robert Attwool Je J 
son, Noel Coward, Jo Morrow | Dir.—Robert Stevenson r 2 red Ci 
(Started April 13) * James MacArthur, Peter Finch, Finlay Started April 27 
} -_____- 





| “SPARTACUS” 

| (Bryna Preds.) 
Prod.—Edward Lewis 
Dir.—Anthony Mann 
Kirk Dougla Laurence Olivier, Tony 
Curtis, Jean §S ns, Charles Laugh 
ton voter Usti ne John G 











Dall, N h. John ireland, Chat 
McGraw 0% a arnes, Harold J 
Stone 
(Started 27 
WARNER BROS., 
Starts, This Year......... 5 
This Date, Last Year...... 6 

















Miss Gypsy Rose Lee, famous Manhattan hostess, whose 
domestic appointments are most discriminating, says: 


“| love these slow-burning 
Springmaid Sheets.” 








THE BRAMBLE BUSH” 
United States Pic 





Richard Burton, |! a Rus 
Dix maneee Jack ames 
_ Jones, 7 Drake, fF k ¢ 


(Sts ted Ma 


“YELLOWSTONE KELLY” 


Dir -Gord: I 

Clint Walke Matin, John Rus 
sell, Edw ' s, I Dant 

(Started Ar 7 

GUNS OF THE TIM 

j j Prods 

I | \ S g 

D K 

A Lad Je e Crain, Gilbert R« 

Be erna Felton Regis 

Toomey A\luna I 

(Started April 2 

CASH McCALL 


Prod.—Henry Blanke 


Foch, Dean Jag Oo K ger, E 





INDEPENDENT 
Starts, This Year ......... 16 
This Date, Last Year ...... 10 





JET OVER THE areas” 
Benedict Boge Prod. for Inter-Co 
nent Release 


(Shooting in Spain and Mexico) 


rod.—Benedict E. Bogeaus 

Dir Byron Haskin 

Guy Madison, Virginia Mayo, George 
Raft, Ilona Massey, George Macready, 
Anna Lee, Margaret Lindsay. Argen 
tina Brunetti, Venetia Stevensor ru 
pi Owen, Frederic Warlock, Cindy 
Le Brett Halsey 

(Sta adh April 27 


“ORDEAL AT DRY RED” 
(Meridian Preds.) 
(Shooting at Kansas City, Mo.) 


Prod.—-Richard Sarafian 

Dir.—Richard Sarafian 

Peter Mamakos, House Peters Jr., San 
dra Knight 

(Started May 14 


“STUMP RUN” 
(Emerald Prods. of Oregon Ltd.) 
(Shooting in Eus . 





(Started May 18 








| Maine’: $ -Anti- Poster law 














Augusta, Me., May 26. 

A bill prohibiting billboards 
within 660 feet of the right of way 
line on either side of Interstate 
System highways, with certain spe- 
cific exceptions, has been unani- 
mously approved by the highways 
committee of the Maine Legisla- 


| ture here 


David H. Stevens, State Highway 


| Commission chairman, told the 


committee that enactment of the 
measure, sponsored by Sen. Carl 
Stilphen (R - Rockland), 
bring Maine up to federal bill- 
board regulation standards and 
make the state eligible for $600,000 
to $800,000 federal-aid bonuses. 





Rank Vice UFA 
n Disney Pix 


Hollywood, May 26 

J. Arthur Rank Overseas Film 
Distributors supplants UFA as 
German and Austrian distrib of 
Walt Disney product. Rank, which 
as beer handling Disney films in 
the Latin American and Far Easte - 
ern markets, will also take over 
half the Italian release, sharing 
market with Vittorio Mattea’s 
Rome ‘International Films, which 
previously booked all Disney films 
in Italy 

Included in new Rank deal will 
be “Sleeping Beauty,” “Darby 
O’Gill and the Little People,” 
“White Wilderness,” “Third Man 
on the Mountain,” “Shaggy Dog” 
and “Tonka.” 


Exhib His Own Best Fan; 
Joe Denniston, Now 80, 


Closes One, But Runs Two 


Monroe, Mich., May 26 

After 42 years, the Family Thea- 
tre has closed its doors. Joe Den- 
niston, a 52-vyear-veteran of moving 
pictures, says his other theatres—- 
the Monroe and the Denniston 
Drive-in—will be able to take care 
of the area’s patronage. 

Now 80, Denniston, who bears a 
striking resemblance to the late 
Cecil B. DeMille, was a weekly 
newspaper editor in Union City, 
Ind., when he went to his first 
nickelodeon show one night in 
1906. “It meant something more to 
I than just a night of pleasure,’ 
he declared. “I could feel the ex- 
citement of it right down to my 
toes and I had to do something 
about it.” 

Denniston quit his job, went to 
Paulding, O., and opened his first 
theatre. “I called it the Theator- 
ium,” he said. “It cost $480 io get 
the doors open and that left me 
with $20." Denniston operated the 
oid handcranked Edison projector 
and his wife sold tickets. They 
rented chairs from an undertaker 
rest of the customers 
on 2x10 boards placed on nail kegs. 

And boy,” Denniston said, 
‘they loved it. I used to stand out- 
side the theatre and listen to them 
rave about how the picure actually 
moved.” The films featured at the 
Theatorium were imported from 
France. “There was nothing to 
them but the people loved them 
Denniston declared. “I remember 
one that showed nothing except 
waves breaking on a beach. The 
customers ate it up.” 

The Dennistons moved to Mon- 
roe in 4911 and started the Qrst 
Family Theatre. He showed the 
original Passion Play which was 
presented as a three-part seria). 
‘You had to come three nights in 
a row to see the whole thing.”’ Den- 
niston said. “To my knowledge, no 
one missed the three episodes.”’ 

1 52 years, Denniston has never 
missed seeing a picture that played 
at his theatre. “I'm probably the 
world’s greatest movie fan,” he 
said. “I love ’em.” 
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- Goodbye, Mr. Chinshi 
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Dallas, May 26 

Fred L. Chinski pleaded guilty 
last week to conspiracy to commit 

felony in connection with a lewd 
film filmed in an Oak Cliff tourist 
court, Dec. 8, 1955. Judge Roy 
Stout of Waxahachie, sitting for 
Judge J. Frank Wilson, gave Chin- 
ski a two-year suspended sentence 

Chinski was tried last year and 
a jury deadlocked 11 to one for 
acquittal The defendent was 
charged with directing a film, 
“Fanny From Frisco.”’ 

The two “actors” in the film 
were charged with sodomy. 
_ Chinski has left Dallas and now 
lives in Ajo, Ariz 


New York Theatre 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center « Ci 6-4600 
DAVID SHIRLEY GIG 
NIVEN MacLAINE YOUNG 
“ASK ANY GIRL” 


From ld-G-M la CinemsScope and METROCOLOR 
ond GALA NEW STAGE SPECTACLE “CAMERA KOLIDAT™ 
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who says::. 
you can’t buy 


word 


of 
mouth? 


Buzz Builds Biz... Talk makes a Picture Move 






... and TRAILERS MAKE ‘EM TALK! 


They wake up your customers and start ‘em 
buzzing about your coming attractions. Money 
Talks... and Talk Makes Money. Smart show- 
men know that it’s the trailer that starts ‘em 


talking. 
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NBC-TV’S $35,000,000 MAYTIME 
WINDFALL AS SPONSORS FLOCK IN 





NBC-TV has been up and run-4-—— 
ning toward the SRO ’59-’60 start- | 
ing line these past couple of weeks | 
with a multiplicity of major spon- |} 
sor deals on its nighttime schedule 
totalling in excess of $35,000,000. 

Item One: Deal was finalized 
this week for the Chet Huntley- | 
Dave Brinkley cross - the - board 
news in one of the biggest news 
program sales in web annals. All 
told it represents a $9,000,000 pro- 
gram-time windfall with Texaco as 
the underwriter. 

Item Two: What is probably the 
biggest sports deal ever inked by 
a tv network, for Bayuk Cigars. 
Here's the buy: Half sponsorship 
of the Saturday and Sunday major 
league baseball telecasts; quarter 
sponsorship of the NCAA 10-game 
grid season; half sponsorship of 
the NBA basketball series on Sat- 





urdays and Surdavs; 15 minutes 
of bowling and a 15-1 ninute pickup 
of Hialeah racing through January 
and February; full sponsorship of 
the Sugar Bowl; full sponsorship 
of the Senior Bowl]; full sponsor- 
ship of the National Invitation 
Basketba!! Tournament in the first 
quarter of ’60 

Item Three: RCA is plunking 
down $5,000,000 for a full hour 
ceed week ride en the Satur- 
day evening “Bonanza” western (to 
be Pritc in color) and is also buy- 
ing into the new 8 to 9 “Sunday 
Showcase” live dramatic segments. 

Item Four: Pharmaceuticals has 


just come th gh with some mul- 
tiple sponsorship deals, including 
the purchase of half of the Groucho 


Marx Thursday night show ‘which 
it will share with tg Bros.), the 
10:30 Saturday ight period in 


which it will install the Ralph Ed- 
wards-packaged “It Could Be 
You,” plus a summer ride on the 
“Arthur Murray Party.” 

Item F Equitable Life has 
bought ei specials to be pro- 
duced by dred Freed Alberg, 
which will into the 8 to 9 “Sun- 
da y Showcase.” 


ive 
ght 
Mil 


Au) 


NBC Int’ tl] Aussie 
Show Swap Seen 


NBC 
topper, 


Al Siern, 


Division 


International 
hopes to set up 
an international’ swap with Aus- 
tralia, and the first step in the| 
operation calis for establishing an 
Aussie sales office to buy and sell 
properties. Stern was in Sydney 
last week for three-days. accom- 
panied by the NBC Far East rep 
Tom O’Brien. 

NBC eveing for American 
video consumption ‘Flying Doc- 
tor” and “Cobb & Co.”, two pro- 
grams being made in Australia. 

With lifting of dollar restrictions 
on tv program buys, it has been | 
predicted in Australia that Ameri- | 
can distributors, who don’t already 
have Down Under offices, will 
shortly be setting them up there. 
Ditto British distribs. (Screen 
Gems already has an office in 


1s 


Australia, and is reported doing 
“powerful business’ with Aussie 
commercial and government tv! 


stations.) 

Besides contemplating the Aussie } 
expansion, NBC International is 
also mulling additional men in its | 
Latin American sales operation. 
There is reportedly a good chance | 
that Leon Cagan, NBC's Mexico- | 
—— manager, will get two addi-| 
tional men in support before too | 
long. 


Lorillard, Johnson 
Buy ‘Hotel de Paree’; 
‘Trackdown’ Bumped 


‘Hotel de Paree’—a western, he- 
bess it or not—is going to be the 
fall replacement for “Trackdown” 
on CBS-TV.  P. Lorillard and 
Johnson's Wax, which share the 
Tuesday 8:30-9 p.m. time on the 
network, are working out the de- 
tails on the purchase with CBS, 
which owns the program. 





“Hotel” fronts Earl Helliman 
and concerns the inc’dents that go 
@n in and aroun’ a hostelry lo- 





eated in the west during the 1870s. 


N.Y. Loves an Underdog, 
WPIX Yanks Ballcast 


'NBC-TV Gets Sponsor 


On St. Lawrence Pickup 


NBC-TV will have two telecasts 


. . } 2 sts 
Ratings Are Zooming Up based on the official dedication of 


Baseball on tv is one of those 
mellers that can't be rewritten at 
the agency. But N. Y. 
tele bankrollers, Ballantine beer 
and R. J. Reynolds for Camels 
(both out of Wm. Esty ad shop) 
couldn't be happier with the club's 
reverse Frank Merriwell into the 
American League cellar. 

The Yanks are down, but so, it 
seems, the cost per thousand. 
With an exclusive franchise this 
year ‘some Phiilies and Giants 
games were piped in a year ago), 
Daily News indie WPIX is claim- 
ing the biggest audiences in its 11- 
year history of baseball telecasts 
Weekend bas eball ARB’s are run- 
ning ahead of any other program- 
ming, web or “indie. A weekend 
Yanks-Senator series a year ago hit 
a high of 8.4. Similar series this 


is 


year went as high as 10.8. A Tues- 
day night game with the Indians 


pulled 11.9. 

A Balianiine ad man sums up the 
audience bonanza this way: “For 
the last six or eight years pulling 
for the Yankees has been like 
cheering for U. S. Siee! or General 
Motors. It’s more fun to back an 
underdog.” 


Armour Beefing 


Up Fall TV Sked, 
Eyes ABC Entries 


With nothing 
on tap so far, 
armed with something 
000 to $7,500.009 ay 
into the 1959-'60 n 
fers and it annear~ row as though 
ABC-TV will be the recipient of 
the entire bundle. Snonsor is eye- 
ing five hourlone telefilm sta 


but 
Armour 


daytime buys 
& Co 
like $6.000.- 

lable to pour 
ichtime tv cof- 


18 


17as 


in which ABC still has availabili- 
ties and the consummation of an 
Armour deal would narrow the 
|} amount of time sti!l onen on the 
jw by an hour, possibly more. 
Foote, Cone & Belding, which 


has a geodly chunk of the Armour 
advertising in tow, confirms that 
the sponsor has been viewing shows 


con ABC. ABC provrams which still 
have pieces left to sell are the 
alternating Tuesday shows, “Bron- 
co” and “Sugarfoot,” the Wednes- 
day “Hawaiian Eve.” the Monday 
“Adventures in Paradise.” “The 
Alaskans” on Sunday ‘“‘Eye” has a 


sixth svonsorship left open to date, 
while the others are roughly half- 
open. 

It’s considered probable that if 
the deal goes through and it’s 
thought to look quite good at the 
moment—Armour will take alter- 
nate week half-hours on the shows 
with the bigger availabilities and 
probably the full one-sixth that’s 
left in “Eye.” By buying into all 
four shows, the tallv 
closer to a total $7,500,000 in time 
| and talent. 

A sale to Armour will add up to 
one great big hot selling week for 
ABC-TV on its hour shows, con- 
sidering that Van Heusen bought 
the remaining third in 
St. Beat,” a Monday offering for 
fall (see other story). 





Yankee | 


} 


i } ants 
will come | 


“Bourbon | 
| CBS-TV 


the new St 
June 26, and 
will be sponsored 
Safety Razor Co. 


Lawrence Seaway ca 
one of the versions 
by American 





} 


| 


Opening of the new water pass- | 


Britain's 
attendance, 


age, with 
beth II in 
Friday, at 


falls on a 


| clearing 8 to 9 p.m. for the spon- 


sored one-shot, to be preceded 
sometime in the early afternoon olf | 
the same day by actual dedication. 
Nighttime version has been de- 
scribed as “wrapup” of the festivi- 
ties. 


6-Week Reprieve 
On Option Time 


May 26. 





In on 





Day of reckoning for network 
option time has been postponed 
six weeks anywa 

Federal Communications Com- 
mission extended from June 22 to 


Aug. 3 the deadline for filing com- 


ments on its proposals to crack 
dc wn on option time. Time for 
ling reply comments was extend- 
d until Sept. 1 
The move followed requests rd 
NBC and CBS for more time to| 
work up arguments gainst the 
FCC proposals which would reduce 


from three to two and a half hours 
option time for each broadcast pe- 
riod and bar siraddle programs 
from counting -option time 

Meanwhile, the Select Commit- 
tee of ABC tv affiliates met here 
last week to discuss the FCC rec- 
ommendations Chairman Aiex 
Keese, of WFAA-TV. Dallas, said 
the option time proposals were 
scrutinized “from the viewpoint of 
the affiliate’s service to its com- 
munity.’ 

He added that the committee's 


position won't be « allized until 
each ABC-TV aifiliate is given full 
opportunity to express its opinions 





Gobel Slaps $1,000,000 
Suit on NBC for Use 


. . . . . 
Of Kinnies in Britain 
Los Angeles, May 26 

George Gobel’s Gomalco Enter- 

prises last week filed a $1,000,000 

damage suit against NBC-TV over 

the use of kinescopes of two of 

his shows on the British Broad- 

casting Corp. without Gomalco’s 
knowledge or consent 






Queen Eliza- | 


which time the web is | 





According to Gomalco, Gobel’s 
shows of last Sept. 23 and Oct. 7 
were aired by the BBC-TV the 
following Sundays, Sept. 28 and 
Oct. 12. Action states that while | 
the contract was amended on Nov 
9, 1957, to permit use of the show 


in Canada, Cuba, Bermuda and 
Mexico, its use in the United King- 
dom was not authorized. 

Complaint also lists as defend- 
NBC International, the net- 
work’s foreign sales subsidiary, 
and the BBC. Action was filed in 
Los Angeles Superior Court by 
the law firm of Pacht, Ross, Warne 
& Bernhard and was signed by 
Joe Ross, partner in the firm and 
secretary of Gomalco. 

Gobel is now under contract to 
Lever Bros. and will appear on 
starting in the fall. 














TV's Genealogy Scratch-Sheet 


Back in the old days of radio, they talked about how 
Bergen came out of the Rudy Vallee Show,” 
unveiling some of the stars of the future. 


“Edgar 
with Bergen in turn 
3y the same token, 


there’s something to be said for the tv counterpart of testing “pi- 


lots” 
Out of the Dick Powell 
“Trackdown” series. Out of 


coach,” starring James Best, which is now being 
tential network entry. 
Similarly “Ringo” came out of ‘ 


being talked of as the possible Thursday night 8 


TV next season. 


Also out of “Zane Grey Theatre” 


successful “Rifleman” series. 


“The Plainsman,” 


of new shows on existing network skeins 
“Zane Grey 

“Trackdown” 
Or Alive.” And out of ““‘Wanted—Dead Or Alive’ 


And out 
which is now up for sale 


For example: 

Theatre” came the CBS 
came “Wanted—Dead 
has come “Stage- 
peddled as a po- 
Zane Grey Theatre.” This is 
8:30 entry on CBS- 


came the idea for the highly- 
of “Rifleman” has come 


CBS-TV: A Progress Report 


It was just a year ago that CBS-TV’s Lou Cowan, after three 
months of getting his feet wet in being exposed to the network's 
prexyship, settled down to a one-year-ahead operational plan of 
unified teamwork with program chieftain Hubbell Robinson and 
sales boss Bill Hylan to bring in a revitalized '59-'60 schedule. 

Last week, two weeks before the deadline set for achieving 
their goals, the Cowan-Robinson-Hylan trimuvirate turned in a 
progress report that not only seems to have turned all the tricks 
in the projected book but even ventures into new areas of achieve- 
ment. 

For example: 

(1) Four months before the official ringing up of the curtain on 
the new season, CBS-TV is fully sold out ‘7:30 to 11) cross-the- 
board, with the exception of some participations in hour program- 
ming. That it was achieved without resort to deals is in itself a 
feat. 

(2) For the first time in years, 10:30 to 11 has gone clean, spon- 
sor-wise, as witness: “What's My Line” on Sunday; “June Allyson 
Show” on Monday; Garry Moore on Tuesday; U.S. Steel-Armstrong 
on Wednesday; “Playhouse 90” on Thursday; “Person to Person” 
on Friday; Ray Milland’s “Markham” Saturdays. 

(3) With the new fall semester, Sunday 2:30 to 11 will be a sell- 


out, representing some $35,000,000 in bankrolling coin on a sea- 
sonal basis. Here’s the rundown: 2:30 to 5 professional football 
to participating sponsors; at 5 the Monsanto-sponsored “Con- 
quest”; at 5:30 Pharmaceuticals’ ‘Original Amateur Hour”; at 6 
Renault's “Small World’; at 6:30 Prudential’s “Twentieth Cen- 
tury”; at 7 Campbell Soup’s “Lassie”; at 7:30 Oldsmobile (they 
haven't picked the show as yet); 8 to 9 Ed Sullivan for Colgate 
and Eastman Kodak; at 9 “General Electric Theatre”; at 9:30 “Al- 
fred Hitchcock Presents” for Bristol-Myers: at 10 Lever Bros. ro- 


tating of Jack Benny and George Gobel; at 10:30 “What's My Line” 


for Kellogg and Sunbeam. 


(4) News-public affairs sponsorship hitting an alltime high of 
$25,000,000 in billings next season, capped by the sale of prime 


time news specials to Bell & Howell. 

(5) Negotiating a complete sellout 
shows four months in advance. 

6) Licking that 7:30 ‘opposite ““Maverick"’) sales bugaboo, after 
the checkout of American Tobacco, through the expedient of woo- 
ing Oldsmobile over from the Thursday 8:30 period on NBC 

Aside from the billings picture, it was a vear that saw CBS es- 
affairs programs, usually reserved for Sunday afternoon slotting, 
were exposed to prime nighttime periods, whether sold or unsold. 
tablish a modus operandi where special in-depth news and public 


of the 32 “Playhouse 90” 





~ Philly Wants More Love From TV 


Sullivan, Like Berle, Gets Some ‘Brotherly’ Advice 


On Laying Off Sabbath Gags 





its co-sponsors! 
telepic 


houn, will 
the 


corral 


ment. 


What's Wrong With 


Canadian B'casting 
In Govt. Scrutiny 


Corp., 
CBC's Controller 
had a hefty 
mer of the 35-man House of Com- | 
mons 
Just about everything in the book 
was tossed at them including: 
spends more than the sponsors in 
certain airers 
mentators 


Ottawa on the Moore-Durelle fight, | 
unfair political 
affairs broadcasts, 


B&W Changes Its Mind, Philadelphia, May 26 
Philadelphia is getting increas 
To Stay With ‘Texan ingly touchy on the subject of its 
closed Sundays. For the second 
Having evid y encoun tered time within a month, Abe S. Rosen, 
difficulty finding s omep! ace else in the city’s press representative, has 
network tv to put its money, Brown | blasted a tv show. This time the 
& Williamson has decided to keep squawk went to Ed Sullivan pro- 


testing one of Jack Carter's “sleepy 
town” gags made about Philadel- 
phia on the Sullivan program (17). 
Previous complaint was fired at 
Milton Berle 

Sullivan, who was in to 
the Oscar Hammerstein testimonial 


1ip of the half-hour 
skein, The Texan.” 

ynted by Rory Cal- 
lit with Kellogg in 
Monday 8 p.m. 
until this change 
saret bankroller, 


CBS show, f1 
be s} 
network's 
Right up 
heart the Li 


ty 


(9 wae pailes aemmniti 
via Ted Bates, ap} eared anxious to | ‘21), was called on personally by 
find another place to put the $2,- | City reps; and made mention of 
450,000 ss “network invest-|town and Mayor Dilworth on his 


Sunday evening show (24) by way 
of introducing two local acts—Fa- 
bian and Ed Wynn. 
“For one who has always been 
one of your biggest boosters,” Ro- 
sen wrote, “I was sorry to see you 
were being ‘used’ by the alleged 
comedian, Jack Carter. You might 
be interested in knowing that some 
of the material—or lack of it~ 
(Continued on we an page 47) 


TV Rights Worth 
5006 to Olympics 


Reno, May 26 

Planners for the Olympic Win- 

ter Games next year a* nearby 
Squaw Valley hope to realize at 
| least $500,000 from the sale of tv 
selection of tv com-| rights to help defray cost of the 
too “narrow,” threat | games. 
if CBC blacks out | Robert King, executive director 
of the organizing committee, said 

| ABC-TV agreed to pay $165,000 
plus additional fees gained from 
advertising. King placed half a 


Ottawa, May 26 
Bushnell, v.p. and g.m. 
inadian Broadcasting 

Charles Jennings 
of Broadcasting 
week under the ham- 


Ernest I 
the C 
and 


committee on broadcasting. 


CBC 
is 
“trouble” 
balance in public 


others. 
the shows, 


Nobody named but 


the committee was told that two of; million as the minimum figure. 
| the corporation’s top video shows California has put up almost 
cost $44,083 a week to air, sponsors | $8,000,000, Nevada $400.000 and 


| 
| 


provided $20,671 
dered the rest. 
submitted by CBC, 
some smaller shows gave CBC a 
profit but generally they cost CBC, | games, 
which gets its major income from | 
the taxpayer, 
than the sponsor. 


tion of 
| told the committee after a member | gave the organizing committee the 
complained 
selection “was upsetting newsmen | rights and determine the use of 
in general. He also said CBC ex- | 
| pected to appoint a staff reporter | the only bidder for the right, and 
| to cover events in Ottawa, adding that details on the prog 


and CBC shoul- 
List of 10 tv shows, 
indicated that 


| the federal government $3,500,000 
for the winter spectacular. 

British tv authorities claim the 
right to still make films at the 
but King said that under 
| Olympic rules the British will be 
as much as or more | permitted the same rights as news- 
| reel firms, “something like three 
CBC plans to broaden its selec-| minutes a day.” He said the in- 
commentators, Bushnell| ternational Olympie committee 
that current gabber-|sole authority 


to sell television 


the revenue. King said ABC was 


ramming 


(Continued on page 52) are net complete. 
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NBC’S $40,000,000 ‘SPECIALS’ 





Hub Robinson's CBS Departure 


It was hardly a surprise to the trade when the announcement 
came yesterday (Tues.) that CBS-TV exec veepee Hubbel! Robin- 


son Jr. was exiting the company 
eration. The fact that, four days 
named No. 2 in command under 


< 


to set up his own packaging op- 
earlier, James Aubrey had been 
prexy Louis Cowan was the sec- 


ond major rebuff he had encountered in little more than a year. 
(He had been bypassed on the prexyship). 

Robinson will operate under Music Corp. of America financing 
in a setup similar to that of MCA’s Revue Productions. His major 


assignment will be the Ford ser 
Tuesday night 9:30 slot 


on NBC-TV—an assignment carrying 


ies of 39 specials going into the 
a 


$250,000 per year salary tag. It’s known that Robinson had been 


considered for some time to hel 


m the bigtime Ford specials. It's 


ironic that, after 12 years with Columbia, his initial job is an NBC 


showcase 
There was some confusion aro 


und CBS as to just how the pro- 


gramming dept. would resolve itself. Expectations were that at 


least one or two program execs 
join him in the switch to Hubbel 


operating under Robinson would 
1 Robinson Jr. Associates, Inc. 


Network went on a closed-circuit late yesterday to apprise ils 


affiliates of the move. 








Aubrey's No. 2 Spot at CBS-TV: 
Seen Cowan Successor When & | 


Elevation of James T. Aubrey? 


Jr. to the No. 2 post at CBS-TV 
as executive vice president didn’t 
come as any particular surprise 
to those close to the scene of op- 
erations. For some time it had 
been bruited about that Aubrey 
was “the man to watch” and that 
the Columbia high command was 
grooming him for the top spot 
when and if Louis G. Cowan should 
ever decide to relinquish his prexy- 
ship. (By the same token it was 
barely a surprise that program 
exec v.p. Hubbell Robinson Jr. an- 
nounced his exiting four days later 
(see separate story). 

That Aubrey was held in high 
esteem on a William S. Paley- 
Frank Stanton level was evidenced 
a few months back when stock 
options at a flattering buy-in were 
tossed his way, a virtually unprece- 
dented gesture in network relations 
with lower-than-prexy officers. 
(On!v later were some stock op- 
tions passed on to other execs on 
a veepee level.) 

Aubrey has been operating since 


April, 1958, out of the corporate 
20th floor as Vice President — 
(Continued on page 52) 


David Levy Names 
4 Program Aides 


David Levy, new NBC-TV pro- 
gram topper, has pumped up the 
network’s program development 
staff by hiring four high-priced 
pie of administrative-program 
talent in the last week. 

Program veepee Levy, himself a 
Young & Rubicam program exec 
until moving over to NBC two 
months ago, hired a Y&R sidekick 
Preston Wood and producer-direc- 
tor Frank Telford to work in the 
what's - new - in - programming de- 
partment under him. With Wood 
and Telford in N. Y., Levy got him- 
self a little geographical balance 
by hiring Lillie Messenger, former 
assistant Louis B. Mayer and 
manager of talent, as a coast-based 
program development officer for 
NBC 

Fourth person hired was Simon 
Lesser, ex-psychologist and a prac- 
ticing work on 
script development. 


es 


to 


writer-editor, to 


Services of all four additions 
will also be used some of the time 
to bolster the new spread of tv | 


specials the network is undertak- 
ing in the '59-'60 season (see sepa- 
rate story) 
Van Heusen’ 
an Heusen’s $2,800,000 
‘ ’ ’ 
For ‘Bourbon St.’ TY’er 
Van Heusen shirts (Grey agency) 
has an order in for the final third 
of ABC-TV’s “Bourbon Street,” 
Monday 8:30-9:30, plugging a large 
gap in the web's fall sales lineup. 
Order represents a time and 
talent tab of $2,800,000 on the 
Warner Bros. adventure series. 
Previously signed were P. Loril- 
lard and Libby-Owen-Ford., 





TV & Pistol Sales 


Washington, May 26. 

Are television westerns re- 
sponsible for the big business 
pickup in pistols and revolv- 
ers? Some arms manufacturers 
think so. 

Whatever the cause, sales 
have climbed more than 10°, 
according to a new report on 
tax collections from the Inter- 
| nal Revenue Service. 

Excise taxes on pistols and 
revolvers totaled $441,000 dur- 
| ing the first quarter of ‘59, 





compared with $399,000 for 
the same period in ‘58. 


Paar Okays 
4 Nights a Wk., 
Fri. Playbacks 


Jack Paar and NBC-TV have re 
solved all their differences and 
the papers are signed for next 
season, apparently to everyone's 
satisfaction, which at the moment 
translates itself into something 














like $7,000,000 in annual billings 
for the web. 

| Paar has agreed to do his late 
night show four nights a week 


which gives him a Friday-Saturday 
Sunday respite. Originally he held 
out for a three-nights-a-week deal 

On Friday nights “The Best Of 
Paar’ will be telecast, represent- 
ing taped highlights from previous 
shows. This automatically elimin- 
ates the necessily of finding a two 
nights-a-week replacement for 
Paar. 

It was simply a case of finding 
a less strenuous working formula 
for Paar. Money was not a bone 
of contention. Paar'’s willingness 
to go four nights instead of three 
broke the ice and led to pronto 
wrapup on the new pact. 

In addition Paar will do 
specials for the network next 
son, 


some 


s$ea- 


DEEMS TAYLOR AS 
CHl SYMPH GABBER 


Chicago, May 26 

Deems Taylor has signed 
WGN-TV 
station's 


as commentator 
new Sunday 


Oct. 18 with the Chi Symphony 
Orchestra and such guest conduc- 
tors as Sir Thomas Beecham, 
Igor Markevitch, Alfred Wallen- 
| stein, Andre Kostelanetz, Sir John 
| Barbirolll, and Isler Solomon in 
| addition to the orch’s regular ma- 
estro, Fritz Reiner. 

Hourlong show is slotted tenta- 
tively at 7 p.m. and is still seeking 
a sponsor, 


with | 
of the | 
sympheonic | 
shows next fall. Program will start | 


DOF EM 10 
RIDE IN dd 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
Something like 150 specials in 
60-minute and 90-minute ferm, the 


v 





|}greater portion of them as tint 
|attractions, will dominate the 
NBC-TV schedule next season in 


| perhaps the most ambitious effort 
to “out-spectacular” anything that 
|has gone before. As a clincher to 
|the perennial “so what's new?” 
'refrain, NBC, in a striking de- 
|parture from the conventional 


nalf-hour format, is taking the 


dare, and in a bold, swift razzma- | 


tazz gesture, is loading up the ’59- 


60 schedule with specials, specials | 


j}and more specials, toting up to a 


| production outlay of $25,000,000. 
| Add to that another $15,000,000 
| which accrues to the network in 
| fine billings. 

The revelation that Sunday 
night 8 to 9 will also be tossed 


into the arena of weekly specials, 
with major accent on adult live 
drama (see separate story), caps 
|the “new thinking” at NBC in an 
allout bid to create some extra- 
| curricular excitement next sca- 
son. And, too, it'll be a season 
where fully half of the network's 
entire nighttime schedule (7:30 to 
11) will be in hour form. 
exclusive of the preemptions for 
| specials such as Hallmark, Rexall, 
Bell Telephone, eic. All told the 
network will showcase 12 weekly 
fuil-hour attractions, which break 
down as follows: 

Sundays—The 7 to 8 “River 
Boat,” the 8 to 9 “Sunday Show- 


| case” dramas, etc.; the Dinah 

Shore-Chevy show. 
Mondays—S.eve Allen. 
Tuesdays—The Ford 9:30 to 


10:30 weekly specials, and “Lara- 
mie.” 

Wednesdays — “Wagon 
and Perry Como. 
| Fridays—The 8:30 to 
weekly specials (into which will 
igo the Bob Hope-Buick specials, 
the General Motors-sponsored Art 
Carney series, etc., and the 10 to 
ll Gillette fights. 
Sa‘urdays—“Bonanza” (which, 
has now been decided, will be 
converted into the first hour tint 
western); and a 9:30 to 10:30 


Train” 


9:30 


it 


mystery series. 

For the privilege of taking the 
bows as “the ne work of the spe- 
cials,” NBC is going out on a limb, 
for there’s a sponsorship gamble 
involved. While the Tuesday night 
series of specials will carry the 
Ford emblem, not all of the Fri 
day segments have been firmed up 


(NBC hopes to use it as a “park- 
ing lot” for all the automotive 
companies), and a’ lesst half of 
the Sunday night 8 to 9 series of 
specials remains to be sold. But 
it's NBC's conviction that with 
this kind of king-size excitement 


going for it, '59-’60 should 

he network into a 
preeminence. 

The blueprint of specials is 
impressive one, encompassing such 
entries as the GM-Art Carney se- 
ries, the Rexall series (both of 
these out of the David Susskind 
shop); the 39 Tuesday night Ford 
displays; the Sunday at 8 specials 
(into which along with the 
dramas, will go some hour news 
specials and variety segments 
the Buick-Bob Hope series, the 
Bell Telephone series of 10 science 
and musical attractions. some of 
the General Mills-Westclox-spon- 
sored live shows based on MGM 
pix clicks, and possibly some 
cials for Chrysler, on which dick 
ers are now taking place. 


project 
position of 


an 


spe- 





N.Y.-to-Everywhere 

Television is loaded with com- 
ings & goings on a high exec level, 
as witness: 

Gen. David Sarnoff, accompanied 
by NBC Opera producer Samuel 
Chotzinoff, leaves today (Wed.) for 
a European swing, combining busi- 
ness and vacation. 
| NBC prexy Bob Kintner leaves 
soon for a round-the-world swing 
| of spots where the web's top news- 

men are quartered. This, too, will 

be a combination biz and vacation 
\ trip. 


This is | 





Friedberg’ Three-Show Packaging 
Setup Accents Era of Top Comedy 





Just Like the Movies 
Portland, Me., May 26 

A crusty femme self ap- 
pointed tv critic sloshed a pie 
into WGAN-TV announcer Bob 
O'Neil’s face at the siation’s 
street corner studio declaring 
“I’m geting sick of your silly 
doings—and your foolish 
smile.” 

O'Neil, conducting a tv home 
| interview program on Thurs- 
day (21), wiped the mess from 
his face and apologized to the 
viewing aud, and called for 
music to fill. 

The unidentified woman pie 
| thrower disappeared. 





—*+ 
| 





NBC-TV’s Sunday 
Live Drama Hour 


As Weekly Fare 


The cause of live drama gets a 
perceptible shot in the arm 
season with the decision of NBC- 
TV to reserve the Sunday night 
8 to 9 hour (the ex-Steve Allen 
slot) for a weekly series of 
minute specials. Not all the shows 
will be drama. There will also be 
variety segments in the slot, plus 
some news svecials. But the major 
accent will be cn live tint drama 
on an adult Ievel in a bid to re- 
|capture the ex-Phileo flavor and 
distinction. Show it’s reported 
nas already been half sold (though 


sponsorship auspices are being 
kept under wraps). 

A coupie wecks back NBC had 
announced that it was breaking 
up the hour to install two half- 
hour entries, “Fibber & Molly” 
and an undesignated western. But 
all that’s been changed and “Fib 
ber” noW moves to the Tuesday 
8:30 to 9 period 

Program chieftain Dave Levys 
has taken on some aides in the 
area of talent relaiions and pro 
gram development and thev are 
currently dickering for producers, 
directors and writers for the Sun 


drama series 
NBC-TV’s 2596 For 

‘Hich Street’ Daytimer; 
13-Wk. Advance Taping 


aay 


Even though the program has 
not been scheduled anyplace for 
next fall, NBC-TV is gambling by 
taping a fuil 13-week cycle of a 
new daytime show. Idea of having 
65 half-hours in the can before 
either schedvling or  bankrolletr 
commitments is unusual, if not 
unprecedented, for daytime video 

Show is “House on High Street,” 
which NBC bought from producer 


Ted Granik via Ashley-Steinet 
It's a dramatic documentary based 
upon the cxploiis of a probation 
officer attached to a domestic rela- 
tions court. Some of it will be 
adlibbed, most of it scripted. At 
the very least, the advanced taping 
of the every-day stanza will cost 
the network $250,000 for 13 full 
weeks. Produciicn begins July 13 
’ Ww 
Welk’s 5-Year Deal 

Even though he's cown to one 
show a week again, Lawrence 
Welk was picked up by BC-TV 
for another five years—with op- 
tions, of course. Bandleader was 


signed first to a dual radio-tv pact 
by his sponsor Dodge and 


ate agreement covering the five 
years 
Welk started on ABC w 1955 


' with “Dodge Dancing Party.” 


next | 


60- | 


ABC, | 
with the network making a separ- | 


| Writers Going Out on Their Own 


There's a new trend emerging 
| among top writers in the tv com- 
|edy field who are forsaking lucra- 
tive berths to set up their own 
packaging operations. It’s a trend 
| dictated by the heavy tax rap and 
\the economies of the biz, coupled 
|with a desire to spread their Iin- 


come and control the residuals on 
their properties 


' 
| Within two. weeks after Good- 
}man Ace announced his checkout 
|from the Perry Como show, on 
| which he was head writer, to set 
up his own package (which was 
| subsequently sold to Revlon for 
| CBS-TV exposure), Billy Fried- 


‘berg, chief writer on the Phil Sil- 
vers Show as a CBS-TV staffer, 
; walked away from a £100,000-a-- 
|vear renewal on his network con- 
}tract to set up his own company 
with full con‘rol over the proper- 
ties they create 

There's an interesting aspect to 
the Friedberg move in vacating 
his CBS staff berth, illustrating 
what happens to a lot of people 
when a major longrunning show 
such as the Phil Silvers Sgt. Bilko 
}entry comes to the end of the line 
as a network show. 

Partnered with Friedberg in the 
new company, known as Bonnaker 
| Productions, are Neil Simon, who 
was also a writer on the Silvers 
program, and Ed Moniagne, pro- 
of the Bilko series. Their 
venture “Old Man Web- 
a situation comedy series 
which will star Paul Ford, one of 
ithe stalwarts of the Silver show. 
| Ford will play the owner of a shoe 
factory in New Haven. Pilot rolls 
in July in N.Y 

Silvers himself is partnered with 
Friedman, Simon and Montagne on 
a second properiy, “Drumbeat,” a 
| comedy western serics to be co-au- 
| thored, with “Webster,” by 
Friedberg and Simon. This one’s 
about a pressagent in the o!d west. 
There have been discussions with 
Alan King on the comic assuming 
ihe lead role. 





| ducer 
initial 
ster,” 


1s 


as 


There's a commitment from CBS 
already on the “Website: series 
whereby, when and if it gees on 
the web schedule, the network wiil 
have a 50°) participation stake in 
the property. The ne.work mean- 
while has optioned the second 
property as well 

Also in the offering is a third 
show in which Tom ft i! will be 

(Continued on page 47) 


Cops To Duggan: 
Stay Out of Chi 


icago, M 26 

Vitriolic Tom Duggan, who first 
aired his spleen on Chi television 
before moving to Lo Angeles 
around two years ago, faces arrest 
the next time | comes to the 
Windy City because he ducked 
two trials for a contemni of court 
rap dating back to 1955. As luck 
hes it, Duggan is duc in Chicago 
next month, being committed by 
contract to a fortnigni’s engage- 
ment in a summer stock production 
at Drury Lane Theatre. Show is 
supposed to start June 16 

Order for Duggan’s arrest was 
issued by Cook Coun'y Circuit 
Judge William V. Brothers when 


the troublesome performer stood 
the court up last week for the see- 
ond time. He cannot be extradited 
from California for the offense. 
The original contempt charge 
was brought on by certain remarks 
Duggan had made on his old Cht 
tv show anent a highly publicized 
child custody fight then in court. 
Duggan's original penalty was a 


fine of $100 and 10 days in jail, 
but Illinois Supreme Court 
granted him a new trial. He man- 


‘aged not to show up for it. 
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Back From Europe, Mickelson Starts | 
La on Prime Time News Biggies 





CBS prexy Frank Stanton’s plan ¢ 
a gr: aduated invasion of tv net- 


news specials for the 19 59-'60 sea- | 
son and then with 24 and 52 
ims in the two succeeding years, 





specials to be done next 


s pubaffair s-news stri} de} 


nth’s swing through Fu- 


The 12-card agenda is sup- 


the scheme roll- 
Mickelson did not 
but he held forth the pos- | 


begins to take shape it appears to 
network as though it will put | 


and CBS manpower. 


$21,000,000 now 


When Stanton declared that this 
Washington didn’ 


to make it impractical 
Announcement of the 


's, pointed out not 
back that the web was at- 
to inject some entertain- 


CBS has been developing a modus 


“jazzing up the im- 





Illegal to Operate 
Radio Station on Sun. 
In Spartanburg, 8. (.? 


The warrant was signed 


WTHE. is licensed by 
federal Communications Com- 


field with respect to operation 
There is no fed- 
law against operation of radio 
stations on Sunday.” 


» How Prodigal Is My Son 


Hollywood, May 
Bishop R. Earl Dicus 
Episcopal Diocese of 


Antonio has written to Ww a 








Bros.’ “77 Sunset Strip’ 
ducer Howie Horv 

him and his writers to } 
a jive translation of 

of the Prodigal So S 
Chapter XV. 

He said the text v 
used at church can fo 
agers, declaring that 
not only help “catch t 


terest but would also 
more meaningful vari 


£ 4+! + 


pects of the story.” Horv 


he apy | to ) oblig 








Ohi WON Radio 
-InFree-Wheeling 
Bid To Motorist 


Chicago, Ma 


WGN is out to corner 
known quantitv—the vet 
urable automobile radio 


—by pleying directly to the 


ist with a saturation 
schedule of traffic repor 


information and safety tips 


t 


ithe station has made more 
nerfunctory pass at this a 


in past years, it’s going 
the campaign both ba 
ummer, namely last year 
dosage of trafficasis ar 
bulletins alomg with 
Traffic Copter reports 
this past winter. It's ¢ 
Tribune AM-er means to 


itself as the standard for n 


fuidance in and around 
Cit 

Although it’s impossib! 
proximate how muct 
moterized listening 
vained or will 
in safety services, there's 








{ 


saving the fringe baiead ts 
therefrom. The public ser\ 
far has been good for sev 


tional awards, the latest 
Alfred P. Sloan citation 
way Safety this year, ard 


lending itself readily beside 
publicity fodder for the stat 

Not least to be considered 
fact that the specialization 
ty is enhancing the station 
on an AM dial that tends 
noted for little more than 


news and sports. 


WGN has found, moreover 


Continued on page 
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‘Radio Execs Line Up 


Entertainment Roster 


S For Rotary International’ 


| 
twork execs, who also happen | 
to be members of the club, have} 


lined up a dazzling entertainment 


roster for the conclave of Rotary 


International set for June 7-11 at 
Madison Square Garden 

NBC veep Bill Hedges is chair- 
man of the host N. Y. club execu- 











e committee. Working with him 

e another NBC veep Bill Davi 
n 3 an < the ertain- 
ent committee and CBS director 
Ar r Knorr ‘Jimmy Dean show 

Ss ¢ reC.o 

Kraft vy announcer Ed Her- 
ar NBC newscaster Chet 
Huntley ill emcee two big show 
ghts. I t show June 7 (Sun- 
re Guy Lombardo 
band, Heidi Korall of the Met 
h Hunter recting a colle 
yiate cr 1 of 100 voices and 
sp l ger Mahalia Jackson 


e following night 
of Broadway,” will 
loch’s orch, Eddie 
iinnie Perl fronting 
ne a folk, the Met's Rob- 
ert Merrill, Vivienne Della Chiesa, 
and a substantial bit from Victor 





Kaye and Tito Pu- 


oyce will produce a 
I how for the wives and 
Bennett's orch will entertain 
kids at a Manhattan Hote 








- WLOL Accused of 
Ballcast Pirating 


Minneapolis, May 26 
President Mel Jones of the Los 
Angeles Dodgers’ owned St. Pau! 
American Association baseball 





team dex res he sue Twin Cities 
“lio station WLOL for pirating” 
roadcast of the Minneapolis-St 
Paul game in the St. Paul ballpark 
ast Sa y (2% 
WLOI I OUSIY broad ast St 
Paul gan but this season 
hed to Minneapolis afte 
WTCN é quished the airings 
here. St. Pa has been unable to 
obtain an airing setup for its con- 
tests be se of inability of sta- 
tions to obtain a sponsor for them 
Until this season it always has 
been the custom for the Minnea- 


polis radio station to broadcast 
from the St. Paul park the inter- 
city contests and vice versa for 
St. Paul. But because there are no 
other broadcasts of St. Paul games 
Jones denied WLOL permission to 





contest was the 

irst this season of the intercity 

series in St. Paul. WLOL stationed 
Continued on page 47) 
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‘It’s Stall, Stall, Stall In Congress: 


+ 
+ 
+ 
; 


Washington, May 


On show biz ma 
Congress is mostly 
fect 

With the session n 





months gone and heading 
toward the windup period, « 


measure of major trade 
the educational television 
even been dignified with 
ing. On many significa 





committee chairmen hai 
failed to set a date for heat 

In the field of investigations 
the same story. The long-] 
video rating probe by Senate 


merce Committee is stil 


heralding stage. So is the 
Smail 3usiness Tubcommitt 
announced quiz of tv adve 
practices, And small pi ture: 


hibitors, spearheaded by 


States Assn., can’t seem to fir 
committee to probe their 


against the Justice Dept 
Standout achievement 


and it’s not likely to be surpass 
is the agreement to have 


tests of pay television, 


locked issue in the last Cong 
But this might be regarded 


as a modus vivendi betwe 


Commerce Chsirman Oren 
(D-Ark.) and Federal Communica- 
tions Commission than as 


gressional feat. 
For the boxscore of 


[On ‘Promised’ Trade Practice Probes] : 


> 
444$444665444¢4464 By JAY LEWIS *¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢4¢4444444 


1ere’s a rundown of major show 
biz items s hanging fire 

Equal time a flock of wide- 
ranging measure to overcome 
FCC’s Lar Daly ruling and exempt 
newscasts from equal time require- 
nent of section 315 are awaiting 
hearings. Both House and Senate 
Commerce Committees are mark- 
ing time on this hot issue until FCC 
has had a chance to reverse or af- 


firm the Daly decision 
FCC Reform—House Commerce 


Committee is expected to have 
hearings late in June on an omni 
bus | curb wire-pulling and 


ethical conduct at FCC 
independent agencies 


Senate side, Commerce 
eC earings on a series of 
€ measures are set 


J and 11. 





scandals — No hear 
House Legislative Over- 

ibcommittee so far, and 
ble until July because 


nittee will be busy with 
nentioned reform legisla- 
pecial Senate Judiciary 
subcommittee wh announced it 
would look into this area has done 
nothing yet 

Jukeboxes—Senate Rackets Com- 
mittee revelations of gangsterism 
in jukebox operations boosted 
hopes of ASCAP and BMI for re- 

(Continued on Page 50) 











‘Troubleshooters Troubles 


If “Troubleshooters,” the upcoming vidpix series out of the 


UA-TV shop, gets as many viewers as it has had time slots, the 


snow s a Shoo-1n. 
The 30-minute skein starring Keenan Wynn was originally dick- 
> a CBS-TV entry in several time periods. Then NBC had it 
onsideration 
tually it landed a Monday night berth on ABC-TV for next 
season. Everything looked set, with Philip Morris as sponsor. 
hen it was tossed out of ABC and NBC acquired it as the 
Thursday night 10:30 entry. Last week it developed that not 
enough stations could be cleared. Now it’s going Friday night at 
8. As of 3 o'clock yesterday (Tues.) afternoon, that’s where it still 





play for the presi- | 


58 Gross To The Miracle of TV 


— FH Chicago, May 26. 
{ Jim Moran, auto dealer who 
Can’t Trust Anyone | through television has built his 
| od, May 26 | Courtesy Motors into one of the 
When Clarence Greene and _ | biggest retail car lots in the coun- 
Russell Rouse made their deal |try, fears rising costs may knock 

as | jucers for Screen Gems | the local sponsor out of the 
last winter, they were fresh picture, even one like himself who 
from the feature films vine- spends around $1.000.000 a year 
yard and completely new to on Chi channels. Moran now 
television. So they sought the underwrites two feature films per 

advice of a pair of colleagues week on WBKB 

Who had just made the pix-to- He told Chi Broadcast Ad Club 
tv trausition, “Rifleman” pro- | last week that “through the mira- 


ducers Jules Levy & Arthur 


gladiy filled them in with de- 
iils on budgeting, production 
scheduling, script require- 


with Courtesy’s initial year, 
yea 








so when Greene & Rouse originally around $1,000 but now 
clicked w a their first pilot lare over $10.000 Today, how- 
and Scre remis sold it under | ever, as sponsor of a feature film, 
the titl Undercover Man,’ | he has motion picture competition 
where did the show end up? |on all competing channels, which 
Natch, Tuesday at 9 on CBS, /tends to dilute his audience. 
directly opposite “Rifleman Moran intimated that television is 








turns next O 


with another colle 
Campus Varieties” and will pre- 


week 
| campus. } sults. 


The pioneer bankroller said tha 


to go°’” 
opes |for himself, he expects to remain 


in tv for a number of years, une 
less it becomes economically un- 


Extremel Dim feasible. He submitted he could 
y hardly wait for wholesale use of 


color tv, which he feels will in- 

Buenos Aires. Mav 19 crease the effectiveness of the 
There s been yet another medium hundredsfold, particularly 
hakeup in Argentine radio and tv, in automobile commercials where 


d prospects of a return to a free | beauty and color are part of what 
2nterpris commercial setup look the dealer has to sell 
r than ever His success with the medium, 


The latest conflict was sparked others may have failed, he attrib- 
by general press rebe ellion against utes to his firsthand experience 


ns¢ ssoring of } yrous pro- with the consumer in the Cour 
grams with a backgroun 1d of politi- tesy showrooms. As his own pitch- 


cal salire, or any form of news or man, he feels as though he speaks 
political commentary The blue- directly to the consumer with an 


pencillers were fellow-travelling understanding of what he may be 
appointees of Pres. Frondizi’s “gray looking for in a car. Other lave 
eminience D1 Isidro Odena. ishly produced automobile com- 
Their activities became too blatant | mercials, he says, seem to be pre- 
and made Interior Minister Vitolo| pared in some ivory tower. The 
uncomfortable, since he had to people who make these spectac- 
ike the blame ulars may be brilliant and crea- 

Things ne to a showdown over tive, “but they don't know the 


ban on a tv series “Sucesos con first thing about selling merchan- 
Tato Bores” ‘Happenings with Tato dise to the customer,” Moran says 
Bores!, scripted by a political jour- 





nalist, “Landru.” One of the re- 
jected s ts had byplay on the Vote $9, 000 000 Fer 
storv of Pinocchio, the boy whose 


nose grew longer every time he} “Vice’ Transmutter 


told a lie ‘Dr. Frondizi’s long nose 


mut loved by cartoonists); a F Gl b | B ° 
clever pla pon words brought or oda ming 


in a graft scandal connected with Washington, May 26 
Continued on page 52) House Appropriations Commit- 
ae tee has approved $9,000,000 for a 
powerful new Voice of America 


CE 70 RIDE AGAIN. transmitter in North Carolina to 


beam broadcasts directly to the 


‘WITH ‘COLLEGE BOWL? SecA tha “hat 


America. 





;eneral Electric College Bowl,’ The amount is $1,938,000 below 

not ending its run after the tele- President Eisenhower's request for 

ast of June 28 but will merely be; the project contained in the U. S. 
taking its summer hiatus. Sunday | Information Agency budget. 

f on CBS-TV half-hour was The committee approved $113.- 











When it ret he vidversion ducing the Administration’s re- 
inter-collegiz scholastic com- | quest by $7,492,700. The commite 
tition migl reach to toreign (tee report said it believed the 
shores for some of its students.) agency could carry out a “strong 
G-E is contemplating a plan to pit | and effective’ program with the 
schools } Oxford and Cambridge | amount allowed 
against the American schools. For- Although the committee said in- 
at calls for the ‘brains’ of one creases for radio and television 
school, by a series of questions dur-| might be justified, such activity 
ing the course of a half-hour, to’ could be stepped up with money 
outpoint another school and thus saved from programs of “‘question- 
return the following week. able value.” 
Jack C and John Moses, It cited the $350,000 USIA con- 





producers of “Bow1],”’ have come up | tract with W.R.U.L. Broadcasting 
ite video pack- | Co., of Scituate, Mass., for produc- 
age for fall. Working monicker is|ing and broadcasting of propa- 
ganda to Latin Amreica. This 
sent all-collegiate talent. each| money, the committee said, has 
working from a different | been spent “with very poor re- 





‘ 
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‘Tim Moran Attributes $34,000,000 


; I : . cie of television” his volume for 
Gardner. Levy & Gardner 1958 was $34.000.000, contrasted 


1S previous, when the small 
, showroom grossed $290,000. He 
ments, et said his costs per show were 


an at at ite oO i 


pouring on costs for all the traffic 
will bear, but warned, “If the 


© 9 
sponsor's product doesn't sell i 
rgen ine om sufficient volume to warrant the 


costs, where is television going 


nau ee oe 


e bankroller and re- 057,000 for USIA broadcast and 
other ome ional activities, re- 
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_ VIDEO'S ‘BE MY GUEST’ WOES 





The Lucy & Hope Monopoly 


Following are the top six tv specials of the ‘58-59 season on 
NBC and CBS based on the Nielsens. Lucy and Desi walked away 
with four of the six on CBS. Bob-Hope turned in a ditto perform- 


ance for NBC 


Here's how they line u 


“CBS SPECIALS 





Bury Goes to AIRE 2. cwccvevccvecscscccvens . 38.8 
Te. DOORN. occccsccacocesecs . 33.9 
Meet Me in St. Louis ...... ou . 32 
Lucy Wants a Career ........ . 32.0 
Lucy Makes Room For Danny ..... - oan 
Lucy Goes to Mexico ..........-: 5 iia seats tau wees 29.0 
NBC SPEECIALS 
Some of Mannie’s Friends ........ 34.7 
ee Tee GED... cc cece cease 32.7 
Bab Mape (/1-86) .....csessccess 31.3 
eS, eerrorere re 29.1 
Perry Como—Pontiac ............+--- 27 8 
a Hope (2 10) aieniian 27 14 








Goodson-Todman’s Wall-to-Wall 
10-Yr. Click: $15,000,000 Production 


The re 
new Goodson-Todman offices that 
take a whole floor of the Seagram 
Building on Park Ave. go beyond 
the ankle-deep wall-to-wall carpet- 


ing. They go, in fact, right up the 
walls of the executive washroom, 
which is finished off in luxurious 


gray-flannel wool 

This whimsical final touch could 
be an honorarium to the long 
parade of gray-fanneled promoters 
who have helped make the produc- 
tion team of Mark Goodson and 
Bill Todman the runaway leaders 
in live tv package shows. It was a 
pretty popular suiting around the 
anetworks and ad agencies when the 





-flections of success in the+ 





producers got together 10 years 
ago 

Winding up that decade of pro- 
duction, G-T recently was able to 
present and sell three network 
shows in the space of two weeks. 
When the new tele season gets un- 
derway in the fall, G-T will have 
21 half-hours of network time a 
week This represents an esti- 
mated net ‘after agency fees) pro- 
duction tab of from $250,000 to} 
$300,000 every week, or nearly} 


$15,000,000 on annual basis. 
G-T has also established quite a 


Hot ‘Woman’ 
“Woman,” CBS-TV’'s initial 
excursion into the area of day- 
time specials, grabbed off a 
bigger audience than the net- 
work even anticipated for the 


hour showcase. Trendex fig- 
ures reveal that more than 


half of the sets in use during 
the 3 to 4 p.m. period (actually 
51%) were watching’ the 
femme-slanted special probing 
the subject “Do They Marry 
Too Young?” 

Overall rating for the hour 
was a hefty 6.9 in contrast to 
NBC's 2. s 24 and ABC’ s 3.2. 








Lever, Miles Labs 
Daytime Bundle 
Enriches NBC-TV 


Lever Bros. and Miles Labs have 
brought a batch or new nad re- 


record of longevity for their chief |nmewed orders to NBC-TV daytime 


product, the tv game show. 
medium where the average life of 


such shows is 26 weeks, their 
“What's My Line” has been on for 
10 years; “I Have a Secret” is in 


its ninth year; “The Price Is Right” 
(Continued on mos 50) 


USC TV Study On 
‘Who Likes What 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Variances 


} 


| 


| 


In a worth $5,000, 000 in gross billings. 


Lever renewed 
four 15-minute 
Price Is Right” 


sponsorship of 
segments of “The 
for another year 
with the new go-around commenc- 
ing June 30. Moreover, the bank- 
roller bought an additional quarter 
hour of the same show, with the 
| new order beginning June 4. Lever 
also has two alternate-week quar- 
ter-hours of “County Fair” over an 
| eight-week period beginning the 
middle of June. 
Miles repacted 
mad Thursday skip - week 
| quarter- hours of “Price” for an- 
—_ year, effective Aug. 5. Miles 


its presently 


in taste accounts for ' also placed new orders for 15-min- 


the broad appeal of tv rn shares in four other daytime 
and different class levels have their | Shows, ‘Treasure Hunt,”  alter- 
own peculiar selectivity, according | nate Wednesdays; “Tic Tac Dough,” 
to a study by USC. Survey was/| alternate Mondays; “It Could Be 
made of 1,200 persons as to their | You,” alternate Tuesdays, and 
personal choices of tv programs | “County Fair,’ alternate Thurs- 
and the breakdown revealed a wide | days. Latter four deals are rela- 


difference of tastes. Among them: 

Westerns appeal to white collar 
and semi-skilled workers; general 
drama viewing is high among col- 
lege grads and white collars; 
variety programs are more popular 
with white collars, semi-skilled and 
unskilled workers; news is pre- 
ferred by mer; women dominate 
the percentage of viewers of 
drama; mystery is enjoyed’ by 
younger viewers 
tional groups; older and less edu- 
cated women prefer quiz and par- 
ticipation shows; comedy and 
variety are 


and lower e@uca- | 





tive short termers, all beginning in 
August. 


BOLSHOI TAPING CUES 
506 KTLA OVERHAUL 


Los Angeles, May 26. 
KTLA is spending over $50,000 
for an extensive overhaul of its 
Stage 6 preparatory to taping the 
Bolshoi Ballet on June 2 and 3. 
The stage was recently converted 
to television and videotaping use 





preferred by all ages | after having served as a film stage 


and sexes; older people use tv less | on the Paramount Sunset lot. 


for entertainment and more for in- 


formation; 
low educational status use tv for 
entertainment and _ sensational 
news 

Alex Runciman. staff director at 
KNXT, conducted the study for 
USC in cooperation with A. C. 
Nielsen and ARB rating services. | 
In a one-hour period 467 tele-| 
phones calls were made in fur- 
thering the study. 


{dance floor is 


New improvements include a 


viewers of relatively | fully equipped vee how control 


room, addition of five image orthi- 
con and two vidicon cameras, in- 
stallation of lighting rigging and 
lights, two cycloramas and a com- 
munications system. Adjacent 
Stage 5 is being converted to 
handle a 90-piece orchestra. with 
monitors connecting the two 
stages, Over 11.000 square feet of 
being prepared. 





FEAR BIG HIKE 


WN E-SHOT FEES 


By all odds next season's major 
tv headache will be the quest for 
guest talent. By virtue of the 
fact that NBC and CBS will have 
a record number of specials and | 
hour variety-musical shows going | 
for them, already there's some- 
thing akin to a note of despair in 
contemplating the talent 
ing and jacking of prices 
must inevitably follow. 

NBC has already 


that 


taken some 


| precautionary steps by setting up 


a talent coordinating unit in a bid 
to bring some order out of threat- 
ened chaos. Complete records and 
statistical charts of all guest 
availabilities and those already 
contracted will be siphoned to 
every single production unit in- 
volved in the guest talent sweep- 
stakes (Dinah Shore, Steve Allen 
Perry Como, et al.), to prevent 
overlapping and proximity of same 


faces. It'll update the whole price 
structure to prevent any show 
|from succumbing to extravagant 
}ecoin demands. Since many of 
these programs that must avail 
themselves of guest talent are | 
brought in under outvide auspices, 
all the records and charts on 
| names, prices, and their timing on 
|tv, will be made available to the 


individual producers 


} agers. 


As it presently shapes up ai 
something like 150 specials going 
on NBC alone), the guest-format- 
ted programs in '59-'60 will prob- 
ably far 
personalities in demand. Thus the 
guests will be on a continuing 
cycle of appearances. It’s con- 
Sidered a cinch their agents will 
reach for the sky on fees. Top 
prevailing price this past season, 
except in some unusual cases, has 


| been $10,000 per guest shot. That's 


| Hollywood, May 26. 


a figure expected to go out the 
window as the demand for talent 
accelerates. 

These will be the major “play 
dates” on the variety-musical tv 
circuit next season: 

CBS—Ed Sullivan Show, Jack 
Benny Show, George Gobel Show, 
Red Skelton Show, Garry Moore 
Show, the Revlon Thursday night 
90-minute specials, the Jack Ben- 
ny specials (as distinct from his 
bi-weekly series the Coca-Cola 
specials (anticipating a renewal). 

NBC—The Steve Allen Show, 
the Dinah Shore Show, the Perry 
Como Show, the Bell Telephone 
series, the Tuesday night Ford 
series; the Friday night 8:30 to 
9:30 specials; the Sunday 8 to 9 
specials; the Art Carney series for 
General Motors; the Bob Hope- 
Buick series, the Dean Martin spe- 
cials, the Rexall specials, the still- 
to-be-negotiated Chrysler specials. 

This, of course, is entirely apart 
from the non-variety formatted 
shows, which include such dra- 
matic entries as Hallmark Hall of 
Fame, the Du Pont Show of the 
Month, the David Susskind-MGM 
series, etc. 


Castle, Price TV Teamup 





William Castle, currently indie 
producing “The Tingler” for Co- 
seme Pictures, is expanding into 
television and will be partnered 
with Vincent Price and writer Ribb 
White is new project. 

Initial undertaking will be an 
adventure series authored by Price, 
who will star, with White to write 


jockey- | 


| 


| 


and _pack- | 





outstrip the number of | 


| 





Toll on 


NABET Employees As Aftermath 
Of NBC Strike; Jobs Eliminated 





Byrne a Casualty 

G. Tyler Byrne was replaced 
as executive secretary of the 
National Assn. of Broadcast 
Employees & Technicians only 
a few days after the union’s 
strike against NBC was over. 
International's executive coun- 
cil gave the top administrative 
post to Cliff Gorsuch, who 
was director of Region 3, cov- 
ering the southeastern portion 
of the U. S 

Union's official reaction to 
the loss of the strike is ex- 
pected to be shown when the 
executive council meets in a 
little over a week. Purpose of 
the meeting, it’s understood, 
is to consider whether any 
other new administrators are 
brought into the main office. 


TV Mid-Western’ ’ 
As Chi Live TV er; 


Also Syndication 


Chicago, May 26. 

Vith a fresh accent on live pro- 
gramming, owing to the potentiali- 
ties of video tape, WBBM-TV is 
casing the suburban area around 
Chicago for a location on which to 
erect a western town for a pro- 
posed new local show. The CBS 
o&o is planning a live horse opera 
with all the trimmings, produced in 
Chicago for local exposure. Un- 
doubtedly, ultimate tape syndica- 
tion is part of the design, although 
no one at the station is admitting 
it just now. 

Fact -is the project is only in the 
idea stage at. present, and the sta- 
tion will have to jell it within a 
month or two, else it’s lost for this 
year, at least. Reason is that 26 
weeks worth of daily half-hour in- 
stallments will need taping in ad- 
vance while the weather is amena- 
vle. 

Partly it's 
Susan Heinkel, 
whose kidstrip, 
is slated to replace at 4 p.m. 
fall. Miss Heinkel’s show is going 
off because she’s outgrown it; she’s 
a teenager now, and it’s getting 
hard to pass her off as a child. But, 
as of now, neither the book nor the 
cowboy stars have been deter- | 
mined. Ii’s to be serialized daily, 
if it comes about, and will not be | 
an “adult western” in the sense of | 
some of the network entries. 








to be a vehicle for 
WBBM-TV prodigy 
“Susan's Show,” it 


Project is one of several ambi- | 


tious program ventures the local 


| station hopes to undertake this fall. 
| Another 


is a series of hourlong 
specials with a “Wide Wide World” 
format, but localized in Chicago. 
Also there’s some thought being 
given to reviving a pair of shows 
that were dropped this past sea- 
son, “Jazz In the Round” and “In 
Town Tonight,” chiefly for tape 
syndication. Latter, in fact, prob- 
ably wouldn't be beamed to Chi- 
cago. While it was highly suc- 
cessful here for half a decade, it 
was cancelled because it was felt 
to have used itself up in this mar- 


next‘ 








teleplay. ket. 
Arbitron Top 10 

(Week of May 18-24) 
Gunsmoke (CBS) 24.2 
Have Gun (CBS) ; 23.5 
Wagon Train (NBC) 23.1 
Red Skelton (CBS) 22.5 
Ann Sothern (CBS) ....... 22.1 
Jack Benny (CBS) ........ 21.5 
Danny Thomas (CBS) ...... 21.4 
Perry Como (NBC) ......... 21.3 
Peter Gunn (NBC) 20.9 
I've Got A Secret (CBS) 20.7 





ART WOODSTONE 
the re- 
the National 


In winning out against 
cent 19-day strike by 
Assn. of Broadcast Employees & 
Technicians, NBC seriously im- 
paired the mechanics the union 
was using to stave off the encroach- 
ments of “creeping automation” 
on radio and tv's technical man- 
power. Impact of the NBC 
victory becoming clearer now, 
nearly two weeks after the network 
forced the technicians to return to 
work on management's new. terms 

Strengthened by fresh legal 
loopholes in the NABET contract, 
the network has reportedly been 
eliminating certain jobs, formerly 
handled by union personnel but 
now considered the kind of things 
that can be handled in passing by 
non-unionized employees 

Discovering and maintaining 
ways to prevent layoffs or the less- 


is 


ening of working hours resulting 
from automation was what might, 
| during the past two years, have 


been called NABET’s cause ceicbre. 
It was no longer wages Funda- 
mental theme of the strike was not 
simply to find work abroad for two 
men whom NBC did not want to 
send to Paris with the “Today” 
show, but instead to establish a 
principle and a practice for creat- 
ing new job opportunities to sub- 
stitute for the jobs automation 
takes awa) 

NABET struck NBC to win ex- 
clusive jurisdiction of tv programs 
taped by NBC on foreign soil. Geo- 
graphical expansion of the union's 
jurisdiction, it was expected, would 
create some of the new jobs 

In a bitter sidebar, it was noted 
that NABET might have won the 
strike against NBC’s arrayed finan- 
cial might if only one other major 
AFL-CIO union honored the picket 
lines. Twist was that most of the 
other craft and talent unions con- 
sidered the strike to hinge on 
whether NBC was going to hire 
more men for a Paris junket 

Not Clear what NABET Wanted 


At no point was it sufficiently 
crystallized for other unions what 
NABET was out to accomplish 
And ,if it were clear at the time 
that NABET was fighting for a 
longrange protection plan, it is still 
not necessarily true that other un- 
ions would have gone along, yet 

(Continued on a on Page 50 


WRCA- 1V Incepts 
New ‘Orbit Plan’ 


WRCA-TV has decided to sell its 
prime time IDs and station breaks 
on a revolving setup, geared theo- 
retically to get bankrollers a more 
variegated N. Y. tv audience. “Or- 
bit Plan” is based on a cumulative 
audience impact. 

Network flag is peddling the ro- 
tation two ways—horizontally and 
vertically. Advertiser can buy the 
breaks at the regular price ($2,300 
per 20 seconds and $1,150 per 10- 
second ID) but slot them hori- 
zontally so that the first might fall 
at 8 p.m. Monday, the second 8:30 
Tuesday, the third at 9 Wednesday 
and so on. Thursday nights are 
being omitted from WRCA's hori- 
zontal selling plan because that's 
“vertical night.” On successive 
Thursdays, an underwriter will be 
able to buy 8, 8:30, 9, 9:30, 10, 
then 10:30 or at least in some se- 
quence so that all six available 
prime time (AAA) breaks are used 





up in the course of six consecu- 
tive weeks 
Figuring is that different audi- 


ences are stacked up for the vari- 
ous programs on ‘the network 
schedule and this scatter system 
will give the time buyer a greater 
unduplicated spread than is gotter 
by sticking to the same _ breab 
week in and week out, 
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SUSPENSE! DRAMA! INTRIGUE! 


Authentic Counter-Espionage Adventures 
from the files of the 
former Deputy Director of 


U.S. NAVAL INTELLIGENCE? 


CLOSED 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR LOCAL SPONSORSHIP 
»»€O THRILL-PACKED HALF HOURS 
FIRST RUN OFF THE NETWORK! 


The most exciting inside story of our times is the Cold War 

and Counter-Intelligence. Danger and thrills lurk 

“Behind Closed Doors”. Breath-taking adventures filmed off Cape 
Canaveral... in the scorching deserts of the Middle East... 

in the most fascinating nerve-centers of the world. 

Authentic stories based upon the true experiences of 

Naval Intelligence, the FBI and the CIA. 








Already sold to WABC-TV in New York... and many other markets! 


pa 
\ 
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For Availabilities — Contact 


SCREEN Fv GEMS uc. 


TELEVISION SUBSIDIARY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES CORP. 








REAR ADMIRAL ELLIS M. ZACHARIAS 


The foremost expert on the techniques of spies, 
counterspies and saboteurs ...the man who in 
941 predicted the attack on Pearl Harbor... 
@ world-famous author of the best-sell! 
ks “Secret Missions” and “Behind Ci 
rs”. ‘His experiences are thrillingly and 


‘authentically dramatized in this tense and 


timely series. 
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BBDO's Bob Foreman: From ‘Hot 
Half-Hour’ to Yen for Hot Specials; 
On Other Madison Ave. Fronts 


BBDO's tv topper. executive + 
veep Bob Foreman, author of the | 
novel “The Hot Half-Hour.” is very 
warm for tele specials this year. 

“We're buying more specials 

than ever this vear—and the same 
applies to the industry in general. 
It's good for the business and it’s 
good for advertising. The specials 
bai p iggsanng ee ee | Entire account is estimated at $1,- 
We talked to half the country with 500,000. 
“Meet Me in St. Louis,” and I Switches: Wilhelmus B. Bryan 
guess that’s pretty good. Further | Joins Foote, Cone & Belding as 
traceable sales have account exec on Lever's Imperial 
margarine and Angostura bitters. 
He moves over from Benton & 
Bowles where he was account man 
for Mutual of New York and 
Johnson's Wax. 





posted a letter with soliciting 
agencies stating that they would 
be called on only if a_ choice 
couldn't be made from presenta- 
tions so far seen. Firm’s continu- 
ing with ABC-TV's “Walt Disney 
Presents” in the fall is iffy, con- 
tingent on new agency's planning 


more, directly 
been phenomenal.” 

Specs lined up for BBDO clients! 
for next season include nine for 
Du Pont, nine for General Mills 
and four for Rexall. Otherwise, ner 
there will be the “Armstrong Cir- Theodore Braude is the new ad 
cle Theatre.” on the same alter-| manager of Lanolin Plus, cosmetic 
nate-week basis. and the “U. §.| maker. Formerly he was ad and 
Siee] Hour.’ sales promotion manager of Haze] 

Nor is Foreman cool to the half- Bishop. at heh 
hour. .The agency will have the Bernard J. Schiff, former ad and 
same number of week-in-week-out | Sales promotion director for Amer- 
sponsorships and “a lot move day-| ican Character Doll Corp., takes 
time and more spot, both tv and Over as president of Webb Associ- 
ates, N. Y. ad agency. Milton 
Weiss, agency's former  prex) 
leaves to form his own agency 

Dr. Martin C, Sampson becomes 
executive veep of Pharmaceutical 
Advertising. Douglas Gosnell be- 
comes veep and accounts super- 
visor. 


radio 

Foreman savs. “There has git to 
be a real reason to put so much 
dough into specials and go away 
from frequency and_ continuity. 
Two good reasons he points out 
are introduction of a product and 


seasonal promotion The size of James English promoted to asso- 
the price tags is not important, inte media director at Kens & 
says Foreman. The special can be Eck =. 
: saga : eckhardat. 
a solid promotion for cars, appli- 
ances, drugs or beer ‘P&G and 
Carling beer went with “Wonder- 
ful Town” with good results). 
Considering Foreman’s reason- 
ing, it's a fair bet that the agency i 
is not yet through buying specials. Chi A - 
The big shows would seem an ideal gencies 
intro for the agency's newest cli- Chicago, May 26. 
ent, the Chrysler Valiant, which Don Cunningham, account exec 
will premiere in the fall in the in Foote, Cone & Belding’s Chi 
Lark-Rambler _ ciass. And_ the cifice, is transferring to Frank- 
agency has already indicated that, furt, Germany as managing direc- 
the Valiant introduction will uti- tor of FC&B’s new bianch office 
lize heavy radio and tv. there. It will be the agency's 
Susskind Alliance fourth overseas shop and will have 
Ail of the BBDO specials will he a starting staff of around 16. 
produced by the Al ftevy-David Tatham-Laird expects to bill 
Susskind Talent Associates. After, around $30,000,000 in 1959 with 
Susskind’s alienation of the net-|the acquisition of the Dristan ac- 
works with his recent, critical) count. Last year’s billings were 
harangues, Foreman just about be- | $18,000,000, but the agency has 
comes Susskind’s best friend, im) gained several new clients in re- 
action and word. cent months and is establishing 


Francis X. Houghton joins Ogil- 
vy. Benson & Mather as an account 
executive. He moves over from 
Benton & Bowles. 





Foreman on Susskind: “I have|a complete agency operation in} 
great respect for the man. He has| New York. T-L_ recently hired | 
done superhuman work for us. In| Harold D. Frazee to head its drug | 


case after case he has spent his/division, basing in Manhattan. 
own corporate money-—an extra Jane Daly, vepee in charge of 
day's rehearsal, an extra tape job. | radio-tv at Earle Ludgin & Co., is 
David operates as a creative per- | resigning the agency June 15. She 
son first and an economist second | organized Ludgin’s radio depart- 
—and there’s not enough of that | ment in 1945. 

in this business. He's also got good; Gordon Miller Jr., veepee of a 
taste.” | Cincinnati incentive awards firm, 

For an agency that not very , joined Leo Burnett Co. as account 
long ago was strong on show pro- | exec. 
duction in the shop (“Hit Parade” | F. Joseph Marlin, ex-D’Arcy, and 
etc.), the large stake in an outside Gordon Miller Jr., of a Cincinnati 
packager for live programming is firm, joined Leo Burnett Co. as 
a big step. i account execs, 

Foreman sums up the new out-,| Sam Gershuny exited McCann- 
look this way: “Agencies are the | Erickson to sign on with Edward 
co-producers of everything their H. Weiss agency as v.p. and chair- 
clients back, or they are not doing man of plans board. 
their job. The agency must be Carl M. Post upped to executive 
creative helpful, have sound | veepee of Grant Advertising. 
opinions and judgments and bring; Leonard S. Rubenstein, execu- 
them to bare so that a better show tive art, director of Clinton E. 
emerges.” | Frank agency, elected prexy of Art 

“In other words, it doesn't make Directors Club of Chicago 





any difference whose name is on} Eugene Pomerance, market re- | 
the crawl, the agency had better|search director of FC&B, and | 
have had a valid hand in the pro-| Frank Ladick, Dr. Leonard Kent | 


duction. Ideally, there’s a sensible | and Dr. Perham C. Nahl. all of 
rapport between the people on the | Needham, Louis & Brorby, ac- 
show and those at the agency.” |coladed by Chi chapter of Ameri- 
Tele Into Supers \fan Marketing Assn. for contribu- 
To replace rapidly vanishing; tions “to the advancement of 
point-of-purchase materials in su-, science in marketing.” 
permarkets, Store-Video, Inc. ren 
install special RCA closed-circuit : 
equipment in food stores. Tests|  LOndon Agencies 
get underway July 15 in Grand| Granada-TV, network serving 
Union outlets, employing in each! the North of England, is making 
store a camera; 50 or more 21-inch | available facilities for agencies 
tv monitors suspended just above | and clients to attend rehearsals as 
eye level; and an automatic wheel-| well as production of its advertis- 
dex containing product messages| ing magazines. Web, which has 
on telops. Backers envision a vast appointed Edward Joffe head of 
potential. its ad-mag unit, shifts the latter 
Hudson in Final Mull to London on Aug. 24 in time for 
Hudson Pulp & Paper Co., re- the fall schedules. With over 50 
cently out of Norman, Craig & |! 2!king Shop” advertising ma 
Kummel and shopping for a new 
agency, is understood to have 
screened entries down to a hand- 





nada plans to air the spot every 
weekday from September. 
The Advertising Assn., and the 


programs transmited so far, Gra- | 


ing. Notion is to aid prospective 
lecturers by offering guidance in 
teaching technique and to encour- 
age them to offer their services to 
colleges of commerce. 

Derek Younghusband, Western 
Regional Controller for Rank 
Screen Services Ltd. since 1957, 
shifts to London on pormotion 
June 1. His stint: to handle spe- 
cial assignments on the national 
sales side. Derreck Mumford, op- 
erating from Birmingham as sen- 
ior Regional Controller, will look 
after Younghusband’s hitherto 
Bristol duties 


EB 6-7 for lectures on advertis- 
| 
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVEN- 
TION NEWS 
With Bill Small; Sam Allgood. 


announcer 
Mon. thru Fri., 10:30 p.m. 
15 Mins. 
WHAS, Louisville 

Bill Small. WHAS radio-tv news 
director. together with his staff, 
had a field di at the Southern 
Baptist Convention held at the 
State Fair Grounds and Exposition 
Center. Boys were all over the 
place, and all over town in fact 
taping interviews, and garnering 
red hot items from the big conven- 
tion, one of the largest conclaves 
ever held in this town. Some 9.00¢ 
delegates or “messengers” together | 
with their wives and _ families 
totaled 15.000 or near. Convention 
News is an extra 15-minute seg- 


ment. devoted strictly to news of 
the Baptists 

At show caught, prelim to the 
opening of the convention sessions, 
Small conducted brief but pointed 
interviews with a number of the 
leading figures in attendance, in- 
cluding the keynote speaker, for- 
mer Congressman Brooke Hayes 
He brought out facts such as Cana- 
dians being considered for full 
membership; reason for mission- 
aries around the world: a brief 
interrogation on race relations, and 
the like. One offbeat interviewee 
was a bearded Baptist minister who 
was a chaplain in Fidel Castro's 
army. Small asked the preacher 
“Will he, Castro, and other Castro 
followers ever shave? Pastor said 
they have no special time to take 
off their beards, but when the con- 
structive part of their movemert 
is over, they will probably take off 
their beards 

Small and his staff rate kudos 
for a wide coverage. keen editing, 
and a factual story on a really big 
news story for this town. Wied. 





Ginger Rogers’ High Brit. 
Rating Despite Crix Pans 


London, May 26. 

“Carissima,” BBC-TV_ musical 
with Ginger Rogers as, cast-topper 
which was aired yesterday week 
| 18), gained a higher-than-average 
Monday evening audience for the 
web, according to Television Audi- 
ence Measurement Ltd. TAM esti- 
mates that 1.637.000 homes with a 
choice of BBC-TV and commercial 
programs watched the show, fig- 
ure being around 536,000 higher 
than the BBC average for the pre- 
vious four weeks 

TAM issued its statisties follow- 
ing a widespread press damning of 
the show which alleged that Miss 
Rogers had wasted her time and 
talents, ‘“Carissima’’ was aired at 
peak hour on the holiday Whit 
Monday and had the “Wagon 
Train” skein as opposition. 





WJR Whoops It Up 


Detroit, May 26. 

WJR was host to about 700 civic 
leaders, advertisers and press peo- 
ple Friday (22) at the Latin Quar- 
|ter to celebrate its independence 
and to show how it intended to op- 
erate aS an independent station. 
WdR resigned from CBS recently, 
|} ending a long association with the 
net. 

The guest viewed the “Goodwill 
Cavalcade of 1959’—the prelude 
to the launching of WJR’s “Com- 
plete-Range Programming” con- 
cept Sunday (24). The 50-minute 
presentation demonstrated the tal- 
ent of over 75 performers of 
WJR’s regular musical talent staff. 








| Wendell Campbells Post 
Wendell B. Campbell, general 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Dorothy Stickney to do a reading of Edna St. Vincent Millay poems 
in a one-woman job on the Sunday (31) “Camera Three” via CBS-TV 
: Director of CBS news operations Elmer Lower, who returns to 
the web after a year’s sabbatical, won Missouri Honor Award for dis- 


tinguished service to journalism ... Former legit manager Caroline 
Hay has quit the strawhat circuit for the first time in five years to join 
the Hartford Agency video casting department Charles Steinberg 
and Hank Warner, the No. 1 & 2 men, respectively, in CBS-TV press, 
back in N.Y. after business on the Coast . Garry Moore’s associate 
director Mack Bing also directing all the Yankee telecasts carried on 
CBS-TV’s “Game of the Week”. . . Craig Stevens on “I've Got a Se- 
cret” tonight (Wed.) ... Ed Murrow and Eric Sevareid honored by 
the Belgium government for their contributions in the field of “une 
derstanding foreign affairs’. . . Dancer-choreographer Tom Hanson 
left “Arthur Murray Party” due to illness but returns in fall; mean- 
time his chores are being handled by Thelma Tadlock . . . Ginger 
Rogers and Steve Lawrence into June 7 Steve Allen stanza over NBC- 
|TV... Jay C. Flippen and Gary Merrill front an upcoming “Alcoa 
Theatre” (NBC . . NBC press department being paid an en-masse 


visit by the stork: Expectant fathers include director Ellis Moore, 
staff scribes Bob Goldwater, Charlie Gregz and Stan Appenzeller, and 
an expectant mother is.Ann De Leonardis, secretary to Milt Brown 

Gene Jones, “Today” associate producer. winged to Europe last 
week—specifically to Russia, to dicker with Muscovite officials about 
doing several NBC news features on the U.S. Exhibit at the fair... 
Jerome B. Golden elected veepee of American Broadcasting-Para- 
mount Theatres, also retains jobs as secretary and general counsel... 

Walter Cronkite new prexy of Academy of TV Arts & Sciences N.Y. 
|chapter .. . Ida Lupino inked to guest star and direct a forthcoming 
edition of Screen Gems’ “Donna Reed Show.” marking the first time 
an outside banner name appears on the weekly situation comedy... 
Julian Ross appointed WINS newsroom supervisor 

Lou Carter, singing cab driver who appeared with Perry Como on 
NBC-TV, essayed some of his own compositions on the fhursday (21) 
Robert Q. Lewis show via CBS . . . Helen Gallagher into “Arthur Mur- 
ray Party” Sunday (31) . .. Draper Lewis to write the ABC-TV 
Wednesday 7:30 insertion, “Music for Summer Night,” beginning June 
3... Warren Boorom and Miles David become stripers at Radio Ad 
Bureau ... Dave Fein now associates with producer Arnold Kane of 
“Pantomime Quiz”. . Mel London to Transfilm Inc. as producer of 
industrial films . Mike Wallace’s WNTA-TV interviews for the rest 
of this week are Toots Shor, Gore Vidal and Julie Newmar, in that 
order. 

Dorothy Doran Lewis is retiring from her public relations post at 
N. W. Ayer after 14 vears ... Highlights of the ‘59 Indianapolis Mem- 
orial Day speed classic will be telecast by WPIX. N.Y., June 2. The 
half-hour film special is packaged by W. Craig Stewart Productions 

. . Bernard London, indie radio and tv producer, has joined the staff 
of WOR-TV, N.Y., as a special consultant for the station's live bowl- 
ing and harness racing shows .. . Jack Sterling of CBS Radio will be 
presented with the “Key to the City of Stamford” in recognition of 
his many services to that city on Saturday (30) at the Roxbury Festi- 
val in Stamford ... Mutual's Fred Robbins has Anthony Franciosa, 
Eva Gabor and Keely Smith, among his guests on “Assignment Holly- 
wood.”. .. Norman Kramer, producer of ‘This ]s New York,” has been 
named assistant director of news and public affairs for WCBS Radio 

Bill Leonard, WCBS Radio reporter, now on a world girdling 
flight with the Military Air Transport Service, is expected back June 
|} 3 with tapes for future “Bill Leonard Shows.”. . .Tinka Nobbe appoint- 
;}ed exec secretary to news and special events director Dave Driscoll 
of WCBS Radio. 
| One of our eager beavers put a second ‘g’ in the name Eddie Gal- 
‘laher, the WTOP telecaster for the “Spotlight On The Stars,” making 
}it read ‘Gallagher.’ For our eager beaver's edification and for the 
|trade at large, the second ‘g’ in Gallaher is purely a figment of the 
|} imagination .. . Oliver E. Treyz, ABC-TV prexy, will be honored Sat- 
urday (30) by Binghamton, N.Y., for his achievements and leadership 
in the tv field. Treyz, who will be in Binghamton in eonnection with 
the opening of new WNBF studios there, will receive the honoring 
plaque from Mayor John J. Burns. Treyz, in 1940, was a staff an- 
nouncer at WNBF. 


{IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Art Gilmore moved into his 25th year of announcing with the busi- 
est schedule of any sponsor’s man. Aside from being Chrysler Corp.'s 
caller, he has been the voice of Paramount's trailers for 20 years, has 
three network shows going and to help others he’s local prexy of 
| AFTRA. Still he’s not a satisfied man. He wants to be a singer on his 
|own show . Ed Cashman got a fast call for a top level meeting in 
N.Y. of Foote, Cone & Belding .. . Ivan Tors will take a crew of 25 
to the Bahamas in August to film the next block of “Sea Hunt” for 
| Ziv. While vacationing he'll dream up stories for “Challenge” and 
“Space,” which will show upon his slate in the fall .. . John Guede] 
Productions will have 35 network broadcasts a week going for it next 
season. Breaks down to 18 on tv and 17 on radio. Newie to join the 
stable of by-now standards is “For Better or Worse” on the CBS-TV 
daytime run .. . Edmund “Roddy” Rogers is Glenhall Taylor’s suc- 
cessor at the Ayer agency. Taylor will get back into production in 
which he long served Young & Rubicam. Rogers transfers from the 
agency's N.Y. office where he has been a program supervisor ... Peg- 
| gy Wood will play the lead role in “Maud Silver,” being prepared by 
| Lenore Coffee for William Morris repping . . . David Smith resigned 
|} from Casey Shawhan’s publicity staff at NBC-TV to return to L.A, 
Mirror news desk. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Dave Hull, emcee of WNBQ'’s “Bandstand,” landed a role in “Mr. 
and Mrs.” at Hinsdale Summer Theatre and will commute to the sta- 
tion »y copter after Wednesday matinees ... Ed Grennan joined WLS 
staff and will work a new show called “Party Line’... Dr. Dan Q. Po- 
sin, De Paul U. physics prof who became a tv personality via WBBM- 
TV's pubaffairs dept., has signed with agent Jack Russell for bookings 
... Norm Ross reviving his old “This Is the Day” tv format for WMAQ 
radio .. . New comic Bob Newhart, who was “discovered” at the re- 
cent Emmy awards dinner albeit he appeared five weeks on WNBQ’s 
“Chicago Nightline,” inked a shortterm pact with WBKB to develop 
a show ... Art Hellyer, back in town to stay, is looking around... 
| WGN-TV program manager Al Field elected honorary member of Illi- 
|nois Opera Guild board of directors ... ABC’s Don MeNeill got Ch? 
|convention bureau’s annual award for ambassadorship . .. Johnny 
Coons made a film titled “Junior Lunch Club” for possible syndica- 
tion ... Joan Strawbridge takes over midwest promotion of TV Guide 
when Liz Troughton gets hitched June 6. 


IN BOSTON ... 


| WNAC-TV hosted tv writers and small fry at their annual Red Sox 











manager of RKO _ Teleradio’s|day at Fenway Park Saturday (23) with big turnout . . . WBZ-TV to 


KFRC, San Francisco, fas been 


telecast special hour long dance party in conjunction with Mass. 


ful A agencies Company's Institute of Practitioners in Ad-|mamed v.p. in charge of Pacific ; League of Women Voters to encourage mass registration of newly 
marketing manager of consumer | vertising will hold a joint weekend |Coast sales for RKO o&o radio | eligible Mass. voters featuring Woody Herman orch with recording 
(Continued on page 42) 





advertising, Everett Allen, has| course of instruction in London 


and tv stations. 
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CARY GRANT 
ROSALIND RUSSELL 


in 
’ o e e NW 
His Girl Fu 
with 
RALPH BELLAMY 


This outstanding feature film...already 
bought by the SIX Triangle Stations ! 


FOR AVAILABILITIES CONTACT: 


SCREEN ts GEMS rnc. 


TELEVISION SUBSIDIARY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES CORP, 
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ARB SYNDICATION CHART 


lect the true rating 


The re- 


Variety's weekly tabulation, based on ratings furnished by American Research exact picture of the rating performance of syndicated shows is to ref 
Bureau, highlights the top ten network shows on a local level and offers a rating study strength of particular series. Various branches of the industry, ranging from media 
in depth of the top ten syndicated shows in the same particular market. This week seve buyers to local stations and/or advertisers to syndicators will find the charts valuable 
different markets are covered. Over the course of a year, ARB will tabulate a minimum of 150 markets 
’ In the syndicated program listings of the top ten shows, rati lata s as the Its of that tabulation will be found weekly in Vartety. Coupled with the rating per- 
average share of audience, coupled with data as to time and day of telecasting, com formance of the top ten network shows on the local level, the VARIETY AR B charts are 
petitive programming in the particular slot, etc., is furnished. Reas for detailing an designed to reflect the rating tastes of virtually every tv market in the U. S. 


















































] OS AN( h ELES STATIONS: KCOP, KNXT, KRCA, KTLA, KABC, KHJ, KTTV. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 6-12, 1959. 
4 wo, i L 4 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. TOP SYNDICATED PROGRAMS AV. AV. | TOP COMPETITION AV. 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG. RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA DISTRIB. RTG SH. | PROGRAM STA. RTG. 
“7. Academy Awards (Mon. 7:30-9:15)....KRCA  63.5|| 1. Rescue 8 (Tues. 7:( KRCA Screen Ge 61. 299! People’s Choice KNXT 96 
2. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) KNXT 46.6 || 2. Huckleberry Hound ‘Tues. ¢ KNXT Screen G 14.8 35.8} Ji sowie; News KTTV 7.9 
3. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 8:30-9)..KNXT 34.6) 3. Sheriff of Cochise (V KTTV NTA 6 209] Price Is Right KRCA 188 
4. Wagon Train ‘Wed. 7:30-8:30) KRCA 34.1 4. Mr. Adams & Eve ‘Sat. 9 KNXT CBS .) 25.9! Cir on Ci KRCA 19.2 
5. 77 Sunset Strip ‘Fri. 9 ew KABC 33.3.| 5. Death Valley Days (1 KRCA U.S. Be X ) ™ 6! Dec er Bride KNXT 155 
6. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30) ......... KABC 31.4,;, 6. Sea Hunt 'f 30) KRCA Ziv l 45 Paul Cotes; I Sho KTTV 3.0 
7. Perry Mason ‘Sat. 6 30-7 i eee KNXT 30.0\|, 7. Union Pacifie ‘ 7 KRCA CNP 9 lf Wed. Night I} K \BC 17 2 
8. Red Skelton ‘Tues. 8:30-9:00) ...... KNXT 29.4'; 8. Burns & Allen ‘Wed. ¢ KNXT CBS ) 25.9 Jim Bowie; Nev K I] V 7 9 
9. Real McCoys ‘Thurs. 8:30-9:00) KABC 29.2 || 9. Poneye (M¢ I f sa KTLA.. UAA 2 26.5| 6 O'Clock Report; News... KNXT 10.5 
10. The Rifleman (Tues. 9:00-9:30) KABC 26.2 |10. Mike Hammer KRCA MCA ) 44 Big Hit Movies KNXT 5.2 
MI AMI STATIONS: WTVJ, WCKT, WPST. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 6-12, 1959. 
1. Academy Awards ‘Mon. 10:30-12:00)..WCKT 468) 1. Sea Hunt || 7 WTVJ z 2 70.2 | “2¢ Men WCKT 10.4 
2. Gunsmoke ‘Sat, 10:00-10:30) WTVJ 45.7 2. Highway Patrol WTVJ Zi\ 3 0 Superman es ee 17.5 
3. Perry Mason ‘Sat. 7:30-8:30) WTVJ 44.9 || 3. Rescue 8 ‘Sat. 7 WTVJ Scree G 6 59.8 M e of the Week WCKT 11.2 
4. Wagon Train ‘Wed. 7:30-8:30) WCKT 41.7), 3. Whirlybirds if 7 WTVJ CBS 6 52.7| Leave It To Beave WPST 17.5 
5. Have Gun, Will Travel ‘Sat. 9:30-10)..WTVJ 349 | 5. Huckleberry Hound 17 s. 7 WCKIT Scre ( 7 46.1 Lone Range WTVJ 21.4 
5. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30 WPST 34.9 6. Death Valley Days ‘Sat. ¢ WTVJ U.S 0 61.8; M e of the Week WCKT 11.6 
7. Danny Thomas ‘Mon. 9:00-9:30 WTVJ 33.3. 7. Woody W< odpe ceker WCRIT Ke 2 41.4, Sil Service WTVJ 21.0 
7. The Rifleman ‘Tues. 9:00-9:30) WPST 33.3 . Silent Service ‘Tu 7 WTVJ CNI ) 410 Woody Woodpecke WCKT 21.2 
9. Red Skelton ‘Tues. 9:30-10:00) WTVJI 31.2. $. MacKenzie's Ra iders WTVJ Ziv 20.8 33 Zorre WPST 23.1 
10. Zane Grey Theatre ‘Thurs. 9:00-9:30). WTVJ 30.6 10. Target ‘I ; WCKT 16 40.5 Rin T Tin WPST 15.3 
WV 
J STAI as a : iC. a L 6-12, e 
d STATIONS: KDKA, WTAE, WIIC. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 6-12, 1959 
1. preeresen pny (Mon. 10:30- 0-12-15 WIIC 50.3. 1. State ae Sat. 1 KDKA MCA ) 62 D.A.’s M WIC 10.9 
2. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30) KDKA 45.8 | 2. ~ om . Boy 4 Ziv 25.4 49.0 evenne wees 15.6 
: - 4 rer age |e 3 e Honeymooners (S i ; VIIC . CBS 23.5 51 g} k 15.2 
3. Father Knows Best ‘Mon. 8:30-9:00 KDKA 43.3 4 Decoy (Tue KDKA Official D0 t 39 § 5, eee WTAE 141 
4. Red Skelton (Tues. 9:30-10:00)....... KDKA 38.9 Dragne WIIC 14.1 
5. Danny Thomas ‘Mon. 9:00-9:30) .._ KDKA 38.7 5. Death Valley Days 7 KDKA U.S. Borax : 2 I Love I WIIC 189 
6. I've Got A Secret (Wed 9:30-10:00).. KDKA 38.0 | 6. Siient Service ‘Sat. 11 KDKA CNP 20.0 44.6 Ne 4 y Theatre WIIC 14.8 
7. Perry Mason ‘Sat. 7:30-8:30) ’ KDKA 37.1|| 7. Huckleberry Hound ‘Mon. ¢ KDKA Screen Ge 14 47.4 New Spc News WIIC 11.9 
8. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10) KDKA 36.9 8. Popeye ‘Sat. 9:01 WIIC UAA 17.3 67.6 Captain a roo KDKA 9.1 
9. Ed Sullivan Sun. 8:00-9:00) KDKA 34.1 9, Flight (Sat. 7 KDKA CNP 15.2 33.0 The Hor mooners WIC 23.5 
10. Perry Como (Sat. 8:00-9:00) WIIC 33.8 10. Woody Woodpecker ‘S f KDKA Kellogg 14.8 28.2 | Come Ha of Fame WIIC 23.9 
g 
Ss r. LOUIS STATIONS: KTVI, KMOX, KSD. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 6-12, 1959. 
™ !| 1. Highway Patrol ‘Thurs. 9: KSD Ziv 34.5 59.5) Playhouse 90 KMOX 18.3 
1. Academy Awards (Mon, 9:30-11:15)...KSD 55.7 || 2. Mike Hammer (Fri. 10:00 KSD MIC 4 11 60.6| | News: We i 
2. Gunsmoke ‘Sat. 9:00-9:30)........... KMOX 45.1 Eve on St. I KMOX 17.0 
3. Wagon Train (Wed. 6:30-7:30) ......KSD 44.6|| 3. Sea Hunt (Fri. 9:30 KTVI Zi\ 9 52.3| Person To Pers KMOX = 22.6 
| 4. Whirlybirds ‘Tues. 1( KSD CBS 27.0 55.0 News: Weathe 
4. You Bet Your Life (Thurs. 9:00-9 30) KSD 40.6 | eee on St } ss KMOX 201 
5. Red Skelton (Tues. 8:30-9:00)........ KMOX 38.2 || 5. Death Valley Days ‘Sat. 9:3¢ KMOX U.S. Borax "268 n KSD 193 
6. Ernie Ford (Thurs. 8:30-9:00) .......KSD 37.8 || 6. U.S. Marshal ‘Wed. 10:06 KSD CBS 26.7 
7. What's My Line? (S 30- , 7.6 || s KMOX 188 
8 - at J Line pun. 28 10:00). . KMOX 37.6 | 7. State Trooper ‘Tues. 9:30 KSD MCA 26.6 KMOX 29.6 
. The Rif = (Tues. 8:00-8:30)..-.... KTVI 37.4 g. Danger Is My Business ‘Wed. 9:3( KSD CNP °1 4 KMOX 28.7 
9. Loretta Young (Sun. 9:00-9:30)....... KSD 37.3 || 9. It's A Great Life ‘Sun. 19:00 KSD CNP 8.5 Special 
10. Danny Thomas (Mon. 8:09-8:30)...... KMOX 32.2 4 KMOX 18.8 
10. Search For Adventure ‘Thurs. 6:30) KSD Bagnal 18.1 KMOX 22.1 
rg ig 
I L N § STATIONS: WSB, WAGA, WLWA. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 6-12, 1959. 
: : : a 1. Highway Patrol ‘Sat. 9:00 WAGA Ziv 26.3 42.1| Black Saddle WSB 18 
1. Wagon Train (Wed. -7:30-8:30)........ WSB 47.6 | 2. Whirlybirds ‘Wed. 7:00 WSB CBS 26.1 66.6| | City Camera 
2. Guiusmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30)........ WAGA 453) | . | Weather; CBS News...WAGA 9.0 
3. Academy Awards (Mon. 10:30-12 ).. Ws os | 3. Huckleberry Hound (Thurs. 6:( WSB Screen Ge 8.9 64.3 Early Show WAGA 6.0 
4. Mi erie (Ss 7:3 a i ” = a 42.5 4. Popeye lon.-Fri. 5:00 WSB UAA 34 62.2' American Bandstand WLWA 69 
fame shdlgisine Sun. 7:30-8:3 » . . WLWA 41.8) 5. Death Valley Days (Mc 7 WSB U.S. Borax 7.2 99.8 | | City Camer 
5. The Rifleman (Tues. 9:00-9:30) .WLWA 38.4 Weather; CBS News WAGA 10.5 
6. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10)..WAGA 37.9 6. U.S. Marshal Sat. 10:31 i WAGA CBS 7.0 46.2 D.A.’s Ma in WSB 179 
7. Peter Gunn (Mon. §$:00-9:30)......... WSB 36.8 || °° People’s Choice (Fri. 7:0 _— - . si We then r: CB } 2 WAGA 8.0 
7 +. — * oc f Ve at c o> ‘ » \ M 8 
8. Perry Mason (Sat. 7:30-8:30)......... WAGA 35.4|| 8. Woody Woodpecker (Tues. ( WSB Fla 9 55.2| Early Show WAGA 71 
9. Tales of Weils Fargo (Mon. 8:30-9:00). WSB 34.3 | 9. MacKenzie’s Raiders ‘Tus 7:00 WSB Ziv 9.3 47.4| | City Came 
9. Real MeCeys (Thurs. 8:30-9:00) WLWA 34.3 Weather; CBS >} VAGA 92 
10. The Tracer ‘Sun. 6:30 WSB MPA 49 41.4) Forum of the Air WACA 11.2 
j A, 7 eens Ss 
AL, -I'T, TH STATIONS: KRLD, WBAP, WFAA, KFJZ. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 6-12, 1959. 
1. Academy Awards (Mon. 9:30-11:15)..WBAP 53.6 || 1. Death Valley Days (Sat. 9:: KRLD U.S. Borax 6 55 D.A.’s Man WBAP 13.1 
2. The Rifleman (Tues. 8:00-8:30)....... WFAA 45.3 2. Huckleberry Houn d TI t KFJZ . Screen Ge 26.4 55.1} News; Weathe N WBAP 95 
3. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) .......... <RLD 44.4;| 3. Highway Pairol (Fri. 9:3 WFAA Ziv 24.3 44.0! Person To I ! KRLD 16.3 
4. Wagon Train (Wed. 6:30-7:30)....... WBAP 37.8 | 4. Sky King (Sat. 11:00 KRLD Nabisco 20.4 67.8; Uncle Al WFAA 6.0 
5. Maverick (Sun. 6:30-7:30)-........... WFAA 36.0 || 5. State Trooper ‘Tues. 9:31 WBAP MCA 17.8 32.8; Garry Moore KRLD 16.7 
6. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 8:30-9)..KRLD 35.4 || 6. Sea Hunt (Thurs. 7:3 ree Cie e Ziv 17.4 25.3 | Re MeCoys WFAA 32.0 
6. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 7:30-8:00)......... VFAA 35.4|!\ 7. Mike Hammer ‘Thurs. 9 ee eee \ MCA 16.7 23.4! You Bet Y« Life VBAP 0.4 
8. Danny Thomas (Mon. 8:00-8:30)...... KRLD 34.6 8. U.S. Marshal “hurs. 9:3( ; WFA CBS 9 34.8| Playhouse 90 KRLD 148 
9. 77 Sunset Strip (Fri. 8:30-9:30)....... WFAA 33.4 9. Wild Bill Hickck (Wed. ¢ KFJZ Screen ( ] 41.5) N We r N WBAP 10.8 
10. Real McCoys ‘Thurs, 7:30-8:00)...... WFAA 32.4 10. Rescue 8 ‘Sun, 8:30 WFAA Screen ( 0 26.6; Chevy Sho WBAP 08 
W ASHING TON STATIONS: WRC, WITG, WMAL, WTOP. SURVEY DATES: APRIL 6-12, 1959 
1. Academy ‘Awards Mon. 40: 30-12:15). WRC 54.5 || 1. “26” Men (Sun. 6:30 WMAL ABC 20.6 44.2| Twentieth Cen WTOP 11.3 
2. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30) .......... WMAL 41.0) 2. Silent Service (Sun. 7:( WMAL CNP 18.4 35.9 | Lassie WTOP 27.7 
3. 77 Sunset Strip (Fri. 9 30. 16 OR direc WMAL 34 9 3. Highway Patrol (Sat. 7 WTOP Zi\ Ue 43.7| Mi It Grant WTTG 10.1 
4. The Rifleman (Tues. 9:00-9:30)....... WMAL 34.{ 4. Mike Hammer (Tues, 1 WRC MCA 15.9 45.6| Garry Moore iain WTOP 148 
5. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30)....... WRC 33.5 5. Death Valley Days (Mo! WRC U.S. Borax 15.0 40.5 | Decoy WTOP 84 
6. Perry Mason ‘Sat. 7:30-8:30) .. WTOP 31.2 || 6. Medic 9:3 WTTG CNP 10.7 20.7} Ann Southern WTOP 21.1 
7. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:90-10:30) ....WTOP 30.7 || 6. San Francisco Beat (Mon. 1} WTTG CBS 10.7 20.9} Arthur Murray Part, WRC 26.6 
7. Loretta Young (Sun. 19:00-10:30) WRC 30.7/|| 7. Danger Is My Business 3 WMA CNP 10.3 45.0} TV Hour of Sta WTOP 735 
8. Have Gun, Will Travel ‘Sat. 9:30-10).. WTOP 29.2), 8. Huckleberry Hound WR¢ Screen G 9.7 43.1| Abbott & (¢ ello WMAL 4.4 
8. Real McCoys (Thurs. 8:30-9:09) WMAL 29.2; 9. Gray Ghest (1 7:0 WRC CSB J 30.9 | Ten WTOP 10.6 
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Susan Hayward 
1958 ACADEMY AWARD WINNER 


Van Heflin 


“TAP ROOTS’ 


with 
BORIS KARLOFF - WARD BOND + BARRY FITZGERALD 





This outstanding feature film...already bought by 
KRON-TV San Francisco! 


FOR AVAILABILITIES CONTACT: 


SCREEN GEMS, 1nc. 


TELEVISION SUBSIDIARY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES CQRP.) 
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Some Stations Wary About Tape 
Shows Going Into Syndication 


ampling of station buyers evi- 
dences hot and cold attitude 
they have toward the new tape 
shows coming into the syndication 


mart. 

On one hand. virtually all of 
them welcome anew any source of 
programming — the technique of 
video taping, in itself, deemed un- 
important. But they do question 
the type of shows being offered in 
tape, the various court hearings, 
“Juke Box Jury,” “Open End,” and 
“Bishop Sheen.” They claim that 
such shows stacked up against fea- 
tures of half-hour action 
ture strips won’t be able to pull 
their rating load competitively. 
Oddly enough, some of the 
squawks of the type of tape fare 
originate from the same station 
buyers who complain that telefilm 
syndicated product has gotten it- 


the 


self into a bind of private eyes, 
westerns, action adventure for- 
mats. Apparently, theres’ a wide 


gap between complaining out load 
and plunking down dough for a 
different show 

Stations buyers canvassed didn't 
represent indies who have a whole 
schedule to fill. On the whole, 
the indies, if equipped for tape, are 
much more receptive to the new 
shows being offered. It’s the sta- 
tion buyers representing network 
affiliates who seem caught betwixt 
and between. One of them, rep- 
resenting a major tv station group, 
predicted tape won't come into its 
own until it plunges into the dra- 
matic fjrmat—raising the question 
of will it eventually be westerns, 
private eyes, action-adventure for 
video tape, thus closing the circle. 

Of course, to the commercially 
minded station buvers, the one big 
factor which would alter this posi- 
tion is a rating winner on tape— 
whether it be a talk show full of 


celebs, a variety package, or what 
have vou’ But right now, he’s 


playing it cautious. 


No Dearth Of 


Salesmen At Ziv 


Ziv reports that its total svndica- 


tion field sales force now is 117 
men. New total takes in the 15 ac- 
count execs edded recently. Ou'- 


fit plens to continue its pattern of 
releacing a fresh syndicated prop- 
erty every second month, a pattern 
virtually unduplicated in the trade. 


New account execs and their ter- 
ritories include: Norman Dunshee. 
Utah and Nevada: Mike Luttrell, 


northern California; Neal Morris. 
New Mexico and Arizona; Curt Mat- 
ties, west Texas; Al Shore, Okla- 
homa and Kanses; Louis Bernstein, 


Los Angeles; Charles McFadden, 
Iowa: Robert Klein. west Pennsyl- 
vania; and Bill Gallagher, Connec- 


ticut and Massachusetts 

Within the organization, follow- 
ing account execs have been pro- 
moted to managers of spot sales 
They include: Jim Hensel, eastern 
division; Leon Taylor, eastern di- 
vision; Joseph Moscato. north cen- 
tral division: Michael Eisler 
central division 

Ziv stated that Jack Gregory. 
western division sales manager, did 
not his contract renewed. 


‘Cong. Investigator’ As 


ABC Films Fall Entry 


ABC Films fall syndication entry 
will be “Congressional Investiga- 
tor,’ to be filmed by Howard- 
Wolper Productions, Inc. 


1¢@ 


5 
nave 


Series of 39 half-hours will fall 
in the action-adventure groove, 
based on material from various 
Congressional investigative com- 
mittee. Production will start im- 
mediately for fall airing dates. 


For the past several weeks Har- 
vey Bernhard, associate producer, 
has been in Washington doing re- 


search for the series. First two epi- | 


sodes scheduled deal with exposes 
of extortion on the waterfront and 
how gambling operations in local 
areas are tied to a national syndi- 
cate. 

Skein is the first joint venture of 
Sandy Howard and Dave Wolper, 
both producer-packagers., 





+ 
> 


adven- | 


south 


‘Resume Production On 
‘Dennis 0’Keefe’ Show’ 


Hollywood, May 26 
“Dennis O'Keefe Show,” 
| sodes of which were completed at 
| Hal Roach Studios before the shut- 
| down there, is moving to Columbia 
with the resumption of production 
on the show. The Les Hafner 
O'Keefe Cypress Productions unit 
}has been inactive since completion 
of the first six shows, but United 
Artists Television has now given 
the greenlight to production of 
remaining 33 stanzas. 

At the same time. Betty Hutton 
who filmed her “Goldie” pilot at 
Goldwyn, has taken space at Desilu 
for production of the series, which 
General Foods bankrolls in the 
fall on CBS. 


SIX epi- 


the 
the 


WOR-TV's |-a-W 
Insures Ist Runs 


For Some Years 


WOR-TV., N. Y., one of the most 
heavily feature programmed st 
tions in the country, plans to 
tain its cinematic image come the 
fall. 

Despite all the talk of a fea 
famine, the N. Y¥. RKO Te'eradio 
flagship is sufficiently 
with first-run pix for next season 
and then some. Reason WOR-TV 
doesn’t chew up features at the 
same rate as other outlets is that 


a- 


re- 


ire 


supplied 


programming setup provides for 
the use of one first-runner pet 
week on “Million Dollar Movie 


The remainder of the feature slots 
of which there are many, contains 
rerun product. 


“MDM,” the multi-programmed 


feature showcase, currently is SRO 
with 12 sponsors riding in it. The 
late afternoon strip ‘‘Movie of the 


Week,” sold to sponsors on a five- 


day a week commitment, also is 
sold cut. Feature spot carriers in 
the early and midafte-noon a'so 
are doing well. In addition. sta- 
tion has a “Weekend Movie” Sat- 
urday and Sunday evenings 

The RKO Teleradio N. Y. flag- 
ship isn’t interested in half-hour 
series. Station topper Robert Leder 


is on record against what he feels 
is the high cost of first-run tele- 
film product in the N. Y. market 

Station has large backlog of 
rerun feature product to draw 
from. Its first-run product, on the 
basis of the one-a-week “MDM” 
pattern, could last for years. Un- 
derstood station has several hun- 
dred pix for first-run telecastins 


‘Warbirds’ Winds Up 
As ‘Flight’ Insert 
But ‘Beacon St.’ Hot 


California National Production’s 
going syndicated series, “Flight,” 
is being used to absorb one of the 
half-hour pilots by the NBC sub- 
sid which didn’t make it for next 
season. “Warbirds,” a pilot on the 
World War I Lafayette Escadrille, 
will be used as part of the “Flight” 
series. 

“Outposts in Space,” another 
CNP pilot without a place to roost 
in the fall, was being considered as 
still another “Flight’’ insertion 
but these plans have been aborted, 
at least temporarily. 

CNP has generally had better 
luck for 1959-'60 than this. It’s re- 


a 








portedly close to a sale for fall on | 


“21 Beacon St.,” which has already 
| been slated as a sponsored sum- 
mertime filler on NBC-TV for Ford 
cars. And backed by network sale 
of “Lawless Years” (NBC) and 


| “Philip Marlowe” (ABC), CNP is} 


| going into immediate production 
of “Not for Hire” and “Pony Ex- 
press.” 


Sea Hunt’ Bounced 
Off WCBS-TV, Gets 
| Its Sweet Revenge 


| 
| “Sea Hunt,” which was bounced 
from its WCBS-TV berth, is build- 
ing rating strength on WABC-TV. 
Added rating points are being 
tallied by WPIX, where its being 
“doubled exposed” by series spon- 
sors Sun Oil Co. and Bristol-Myers. 
Rating story on the underwater 
skein is significant on two counts: 
Moveover last April was accom- 
panied by a big ad promotion cam- 
paign by WABC and WPIX; the 
Ziv show on WCBS-TV had been 
the highest rated syndicated skein 

in the N.Y. market 

WABC-TV reportedly spent some 
$40,000 and WPIX, $18,000, to tell 
viewers of the switchover on April 
25. Last WCBS-TV arbitron on the 


{é 
| 


show was a big 27.7. (WCBS-TV 
lot was Saturady nights at 10:30, 
the same slot the show now occu-| 


pies on WABC-TV. WPIX runs the 
episodes four days later, Wednes- 
days at 10:30 p.m 

Sea Hunt” has upped WABC- 
TV's ratings between 10:30 and 11 
tremendously, yet WABC-TV’s 
|rating, even with 


p.m 


doesn’t equal the ratings for the 
show scored on WCBS-TV. 

CBS’ New York flagship, in turn, 
isn’t doing nearly as well with its 


replacement, the network’s Ray 
Milland “Markheim” starrer. Web 
show has been beaten by “Sea 


Hunt” on rival WABC-TV. 


WPIX Stands Pat 


On Telepix Format 








WPIX. N. Y.. comes the fall will 
be riding in its well established 
telefilm format 

At this early date. station has 
sold out its stripped “Three 
Stooges” half - hour, scheduled 
Monday through Friday from 6 to 
6:30 p.m. It will have a “Barrel 
of Fun” preceding “Three Stooges.” 
Whether station continues its the- 
matic telefilm appvoach next sea- 
son hasn't been definitely decided 
at this date Sut ere’s no ques- | 
tion that syndicated product, first- 
run and reruns ll form the bulk 
of next season’s evening schedule 

Station will have some extra 
time to fill in the afternoons as a 
result of the expected cutback of 
programming by the Board of Re- 
gents. Indie is an educational day- 
time ouflet for the New York Sfate 
Board. Most probably, the station 
will return to film for afternoon 
time which is expected to open— 
film of the adi variety 

Daily News outlet is a relative 
poor user of features, utilizing re- 
run cinem for off-hours. Sta- 
tion’s recent film purchases in- 
clude some fresh to tv “Stooges,” 
and “SA 7” and “Deadline” skeins. 

Participating sponsors on 
‘Stooges.”’ starting in the fall, in- 
clude General To: Good and 
Plenty Candy, Mavpo_ Cereals, 
Ideal Toy, Bost Miles Labora- 


LOTSA ACTION ON. 
SALES EXEC FRONT 


There has been a fiurry of sales 
exec appointments’ and 
among smaller syndication houses. 

Arnold Fetbord has been named 


manager of the syndicated sales 
department at Official Films. He 
will report to Stretch Adler, sales 


director, who replaced Stan Smith, 
resigned 

Art Gross, fi 
has become v.p 


rmerly of Guild 
in charge of syn- 
dicated for Flamingo Tele- 
film Saies. Marvin M. Grieve has 
been hired by Guild as sales v.p. 

New sales v.p. at ABC Films is 
Howard nderson He replaced 
Phil Williams who moved over te 
United Artlsts Television as east- 


sales 


ern division syndication manager. | 


U.S. Syndication Spread 
For ‘Adventure Today’ 
“Adventure Today.” starring Ray 
Forrest, host of NBC's “Children’s 
Theatre,” is being prepped for 
syndication by Sterling Television. 
Series, being telecast in Canada, 
has been renewed by the Canadian 
Broadcasting Co. for the second 
year. Skein, on which there already 
are 52 half-hour episodes in the 
can, is a documentary travel .ad- 
venture show 


the added extra | 
rating points scored by WPIX,} 


shifts | 


side, 


world over. 





Kids The Same The World Over 


Appeal of Krazy Kat, Tom and Jerry and other U.S. made car- 
toons is world wide. Distributors may have trouble with national 
tastes of a private eye or a situation comedy, but when it comes 
to cartoon kiddie fare, national differences in tastes virtually sub- 


Screen Gems has its cartoon backlog sold in Belgium, France, 
Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, Sweden, Saudi Arabia, Australia, 
Japan, Argentina, Cuba Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Peru, 
Puerto Rico, Canada and other territories. 

Range of SG cartoons includes its latest Huckleberry Hound to 
Krazy Kat to Pow Wow to Scrappy, It’s no understatement to say 
America’s animators speak the language of the small fry the 








French TV Head Ponders on Best 
Way to Live With Pix Industry 





Royal Mounties Telepix 





Ottawa, May 26. 

Total of 39 tv-films based on 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
files — 15 completed — have been 
bought for showing by Australian 
| Broadcasting Commission. They'll 
also be shown on networks of Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corp. and 
BBC, both of which are partnered 
in the financing. Other partner is 


Crawley-McConnell Ltd., composed 
| of A. A. Crawley, Ottawa char- 
j tered accountant, and J. G. Mc- 
Connell, Montreal publisher of 
| Weekend Magazine. Crawley Films 
| Ltd., owned hy former's son F, R 
“Budge” Crawley, is making the 
series. 

A US. network deal is also 
pending; and there are nibbles 
from South America and West Ger- 


many. 


French & British | 


Dickers for NTA 
In Global Setup 


NTA International, embarked on 
an expansion program, has two 
long-range projects in the works, 
one with the French government 
and the other with the British 
Broadcasting Corp 

NTA International prexy Harold 
Goldman, who just returned from 
a month's tour of the Continent 


and a trip to the Cannes Film Fes- 


tival, reported on the projects. He 
declined to spell out details until 
the jelling of the deals 

But Goldman was high on in- 
creasing NTA’s foreign market take 
from its current 5 to 10° of its 
total gross to 25° in about two 
years. He stated that wherever he 
went he found a keen interest of 
foreign tv execs to gain distribu- 
tion of their product in the U. S. 
If that is to be effected, Goldman 


stated, foreign tv lanes would have 


Continued on Page 50 


WPIX Documentaries 
Also Sold in Australia; 


° b 

| 31 U.S. Stations Buy Em 
| WPIX, N. Y., now is in the for- 
eign svndicaticn field as well as 
| wet its Cocumentaries 

Daily N s indie has sold its 
current n Crisis-Cold War,” 
and its upcoming “Secret Life of 
Adolph Hitle and “The Russian 


Australian 
Melbourne. Rus- 
had been telecast 


Revolution’ to 
in Sydney and 
sian Revolution 


by the Canadian’ Broa‘custing 
Corp.) 

Domestical Berlin Crisis” has 
been sold to 31 stations, quite a 
j tally for a one-shot documentary 
sold via the phone and mail by 


WPIX topper Fred Thrower. Many 
of the stations taking the docu- 
mentary have found local sponsors 
|for the show. WJBK-TV, Storer 
} Outlet in Detroit, has a local car 


sponsored the show on WFAA, 
Dallas; Hartford National Bank 


signed for WHCT, Hartford, Conn.; 
Milwaukee Gas and Light, WITI, 
Milwaukee. 


In Sale to Aussies 


dealer, Floyd Rice, picking up the | 
tab; First National Bank of Dallas | 


outlets | 





+ Paris, May 26. 
Christian Chavanon, head of the 
governmental Radiodiffusion-Tele- 


vision Francaise, which controls 
video and radio, feels that now is 
the time to establish good rela- 
tions between films and tv with a 


second channel in sight and tv a 
| burgeoning force 
Chavanon admits that the very 


fact that tv exists and is growing 


constitutes a threat to film box- 
office, but he feels that showing 
old, or even fairly new films, on 


tv is less dangerous competition 
to a theatrical film than an out and 
out specially conceived tv program. 
He feels that concessions on both 
sides are necessary and he for one 
is willing to forego pix on Satur- 
days but will use them to fill eve- 
ning holes on Sunday. 

However, he feels that since 
most pix used are more than five 
years old they offer no appreciable 
problem to film theatres, especie 
ally on Sunday which is a going- 
out day for most Frenchmen 

Chavanon also is inclined to re- 
vise the use of video sets in publie 


bars and also allow for greater 
use of special projection equip- 
ment in theatres which can throw 
certain tv programs on the theatre 
screen. But he opines that the 
atter will have to be discussed and 
worked out by film and tv reps. 
He is not against closed circuit tv 
theatre hookups, as long as it is 
worked out with the RTF 
Chavanon backs up the recent 
production of a feature film for 
tv which will also be distributed 
commercially to recoup its costs 


after a one-shot tv appearance. It 
is Jean Renoir’s reworking of “Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” as “Le 
Testament de Docteur Cordelier” 
with Jean-Louis’ Barrault Pie 
came in for $120,000. Chavanon 
feels that exhibs are not against 
it if it is a good film though there 
has been outcry by many in- 
dustry reps that was exercising 
unfair competitio pix 


is 


an r 
ty 
n to 
Chavanon feels it a worthy 
experiment and may be repeated, 
but it will be done on such a small 
scale that it would not be unfair 
to French filmmakers who make 
only a fraction of the films needed 


for French marts anyway. Chav- 
anon points out that tv and films 
have found a modus vivendi in 
most other countries and will do 
so in France also 

France, according to him, has 
an even greater chance now 


since tv is not the sudden mighty 
monster it was in such countries 
as the U.S. and England. TV is 
here to stay and he feels that talks 
between tv and film heads should 
lead to a ory side-by-side 
existence 


Sat'sfac 


NBC Int'l Latino 
Sales on Telepix 


NBC International 
handsome price ‘by any standard) 
in Brazil for 26 half-hour telefilm 
fronted by singer Nat King Cole. 
Cole, who appeared before a sell- 
out stadium audience of 100,000 
pewsters in Brazil recently, was 
worth $50,000 on celluloid to the 
Brazilian tv ops, it's understood. 

Besides the Cole deal in Portu- 
guese-speaking Brazil, NBC's in- 
ternational selling setup closed for 
another three vidpic skeins, a long- 
run deal for a report $102,000, in 
Spanish-speaking Venezuela. Shows 
sold there were “Medic,” “Fron- 
tier” and “Boots & Saddles.” 

Actually, the Cole episides are 
on kinescope film. 


got itself a 
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CRAMBLE FOR KIDDIE TIME 





They're All in But Metro 


Sole major 
telefilm scramble 


motion picture company left out of the network 
is Metro, with 


a possibility that Paramount, 


too, may be left out at this outing. Paramount has the hour-long 


“Conquest of Space” 
isn't sold as yet. 


on CBS-TV, Tuesdays at 7:30, but the show 


Warner Bros. has a hefty number of entries on ABC-TV; Col- 
umbia’s Screen Gems is well represented; 20th-Fox, under Mar- 


tin Manulis’ 


sold 


direction, has three network entries. 
is continuing with ABC-TV. United Artists has ‘ 


Walt Disney 
‘Troubleshooters” 


As to the rest of the majors, Universal International has sold 
its studio. Allied Artists is represented in tv only via its smalltime 
Interstate Television in syndication. Republic is out of the pro- 
duction business and RKO has folded. 


Daytime Stripping of Telefilms By 
ABC Cues Upped Prices on Reruns 











ABC-TV's sparked trend of day-+ 


time stripping of vidfilm proper- 
ties has had a buoying effect on 
the market price of many net- 
worked tv series. 

Distribution execs riding the 
N. Y. to L. A. airways report that 
Hollywood producers, in the wake 
of the ABC-TV development, are 
upping their asking price for rerun 
rights on their series, especially 
those associated with the more suc- 
cessful skeins. 

That daytime stripping operation 
of ABC-TV opens an extra market. 
Same net had an early evening ac- 
tion adventure strip, when rerun 
properties such “Circus Boy” 
and “The Buccaneers” got another 
ride Circus Boy” now is rerun 
early Saturdays on NBC-TV). But 
opening up the noon to 2 p.m. net- 


as 


Revional Buyers 
Are Plenty Savvy 


The day of the 
regional buyer has 

Today, the rezional client and 
his agency is just as much of a 
pro as his national counterpart. 
Regional clients now wait until 
they see all the available product 
on the market before plunking 
down a commitment for dough. If 
a sampling of episodes fail to meet 
the competitive cuality of other 
regional shows being offered, it's 
quickly filed away by the potential 
client as unsatisfactory. 

To get the biz of the large brew- 
ers, bottlers 
many of whom currently are look- 
ing over available product, 
series must stand up against com- 
petish. When s:ndication was 
relatively new cevelopment, the 
regionals weren't nearly as choosey | 


unsophisticated 
passed. 





as they are today. 
Allen to UA-TV 
John R. Allen joins United 


Artists Television Monday (1) as 
central division manager 

Allen, who will headquarter in 
Chicago, is the newest addition to | 
UA-TV’s expanding sales force. In 


recent weeks, regional sales execs 
have been hired, preliminary to | 
UA’s move into the syndication 
field. 


Allen had previously been asso- 
ciated with T sthem- Laird, Inc., in 
Chicago, where he wes in charge |} 
or radio-tv prot 




















} 


| 
“te 


work midweek period for rerun 
skeins is like adding another 130 
stations to the potential market list 
for a syndication ride. And there 
are indications that ABC-TV’s 
I t be simulated, if to a 
“les extent, by the other webs 
A3C-TV's buy of “Restless Own” | 
to join the daytime strip lineup of | 
“Bob Cummings Show” bag hg = 
Storm Show” emphasize 
possible vidfilm ntreecs Po en- 
tries won't be confined to situation 
comedies with large femme appeal 
In syndication, where the strip- 
ping operation began, there’s no} 
confinement as to the type of shows 
utilized Syndication’s stripping 
roster ranges from “Robin Hood” 
to “Burns and Allen” to “I Had 
Three Lives.” 


Western Private Eye 
Hollywood, May 26. 

Figuring that two good 
things are better than one, 
writer-producer Tom Gries is 
planning a western private eye 
teleseries. 

Gries has acquired tv and 
pic rights to “Hands Up: a 
Condensed Criminal History of 
the Far West,” written in 1882 
by Gen. Dave Cook and re- 
cently published by the U. of 
Oklahoma Press. Cook was 
head of the Rocky Mountain 
Detective Assn., a group which 
used advanced detective meth- 
ods and was credited with 
apprehension of over 3,000 
criminals in the west. Gries set 


thee deal through the Annie 
Laurie Williams agency of 
New | York. _ 


Major Resional 
‘| Toacco Deal On 
Tiv's Lock-Up’ 


In a major fr 
American Tob: via BBDO 
formalizing a deal om Ziv’s “Lock- 
up” for 40 to 50 markets 

Deal is for 13 weeks 
weeks, similar to American Tobac- 
co’s Lucky Strike arrangement 
with MCA TV's “SA 7.” Nature of 
the “Lock-up” deal of the 
short-term varieties, half-sponsor- 
ship over a 26-week period, usually 





esional spread 


cco, is 


over 26 


is one 


not the most desired from the 
viewpoint of  syndicators. But 
from American Tobacco’s view- 


point, it’s desirable. Tobacco com- 
pany has the option to pull out 
after 26 weeks if it’s not satisfied 
with the show or ratings. 

Reason American Tobacco pulled 


out of “SA 7” was the unavail- 
ability of Lloyd Nolan, the star of 
the MCA TV show, after the 26- 


week episodes 
another Nolan failed 
himself beyond 26 
is that MCA TV 


to 
Understanding 
is mulling the en- 


| tire question of going beyond 26 on 


dairies and bakeries, | 


the 


the series, with or without 


BALLANTINE ‘SLADE’ 
SET FOR 28 CITIES 


The Ballantine brewing deal on 
MCA TV's “Shotgun Slade” for 


Nolan 


‘a regional spread in 28 key mar- 


|MCA TV. 


} 
; 


| “Naked City” 


kets, covering 17 eastern states, 
has been finalized. Agency is Wil- 
liam Esty. 


Mystery adventure series, star- 
|ring Scott Brady, is the first syn- 
dication series to employ live 


| background music, according to 
Musical motifs on series | 
ranging from “Peter Gunn” to! 
have become an im- | 
portant facet of network 
Airing is set to begin Nov. 

Brady currently 
the Broadway 
| Rides Ac ; 


1, 
is starring 
musical 


in 





| 
| 
| 


Companies with kid products to| 
sell, the candies, cereals, bakeries, 
foods, toys, dairies, et al., are en- 
gaged in a hectic scramble to se- 
cure prime kiddie time slots for 
the fall. 





These are the sponsors riding 
syndicated product in case after 
case—many of them with a history 
of success to back up their battle 
for what they consider good time 
periods. 

Networks, with some exceptions, 





For one reason or | 
commit | 


skeins. , 


“Destry | 


have bowed out of the kiddie early 
evening midweek programming 
field. Many of the sponsors riding 
such previously networked kiddie 
|shows, notably Kellogg, have 
turned to syndication. In addition, 
there’s a wide array of regional 
sponsors in the field. 

The kiddie time period roughly 
sought by the involved syndication 
sponsors is from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
When the program and product 
pitched is under the “all family” 
label, the desired time slot narrows 
to the 7 to 7:30 slot. 

Cand’: companies have a _ spe- 
|cial problem. Usually, they take 
la summer hiatus when business 
| falls off sharply. 
| back for the fall-winter ride, they 
find their desired time period 
|locally preempted by an all-year 
| round syndication sponsor. Other 
| seasonal sponsors trying to ride the 
syndication trail have similar 
problems—ice cream 
Lionel Trains, etc 
| Yet candy companies have 
chalked up some marvelous suc- 
cess stories with syndicafed prod- 
uct Chunky Chocolates for one 
which for years had “Foreign 
Legionnaire” and other shows; Good 
|& Plenty Candy which rode on 
“Ramar of the Jungle,” westerns 
and other skeins 

Heidi was rece 
syndication by 
vision Corp 
major markets on 
ton of the 

ticipa 
skein. 

Because of the nature of the prod- 
uct, most of the cereals, dairies, 
bakeries, et al.. don’t like to ride 
the late evening with their syn- 
dicated show. Idea is to hit all the 
family, with the kids around to in- 
fluence the mom’s buying habits. 

Kellogg, to mention two shows. 
has “Woody Woodpecker” and 
“Huckelberry Hound” in national 
syndication. Continental Baking is 
riding on CBS Films’ “Annie Oak- 
ley”: Sweets Co. of America has 
half-sponsorship of “Farmer Al- 
fafa” in 60 markets. “Alfafa” is 
the Terrytoon package. 

The list is quite heavy and so is 
the scramble for the prime kiddie 
time siots 


Transhlm, Wylde 
Animation Tieup 


Transfilm stands ready to chan- 
nel off some of its production ac- 
tivity into the making of cartoon 
programming. N. Y. commercial 
production house, which has lacked 
a fullscale animation arm of its 
own, has made a tieup with Wylde 
Studios for the latfer’s excusive 
animation and art services. 

Immediate plans call for making 
the animated tv programming, 
which still appears to be in rela- 
tively short supply. In the back- 
| ground are plans for production of 
cartoon blurbs. 

Precise nature of the Transfilm- 
Wylde arrangement was not dis- 
}closed. Transfilm prexy William 
Miesegaes called it an “affiliation,” 
| Which brings with it a move by 
Wylde from its present 57th St. 
Manhattan headquarters into 
Transfilm’s existing 45th St. plant. | 





© 


ntly weaned into 

Independent Tele- 
Heide bought some 
“Sergeant Pres- 
Yukon,” inking a par- 
tion deal on the off-network 





More TV Film News 
on Page 42 





companies, | 








Gable Tops Gable 

Sizable Trendex rating of 
22.7 was achieved by Schaefer 
Award Theatre” Saturady (23) 
night over WCBS-TV, N. Y. 

The pic telecast for the-brew- 
er’s showcase was “It Happened 
One Night,” the Clark Gable- 
Claudette Colbert starrer. The 
105-minute film was interrupt- 
ed just four times for commer- 
cial messages of an average 
75 seconds each, quite a de- 
parture from the usual num- 
ber of blurbs for cinematic 
telecasts. 

Principal opposition was an- 
other Clark Gable starrer, 
“Call of the Wild,” on WRCA- 
TV which had a 64 average 
rating. Share of audience for 
“Night” was 74.3, according to 
Trendex. 

Schaefer is 
other pre-holiday telecast 
click pix. 


Telefilmeries Sit 
Back & Wait For 
Ist Cancellations 


The ink is hardly dry on deals 

for the bulk of next season's net- 
work entries and already the talk 
about the expected mid- 
season, 
i of the talk stems from the 
ies which didn’t make it 
selling outing. Yet, it 
based on the realities that some 
te entries bought just won't 
have the rating legs to be picked 
up beyond the 26-week period 
(There are only a comparative few 
series this season slated for net- 
working which are signed for a 
less than 26-week period.) 

Telefilmeries with pilots left at 
the gate—-and the figure runs to 
about 200 —will be stockpiling for 
the eventuality of next season's 
misses 
anybody's guess. But the larger 
telefilm houses have put a nix on 


considering 
of 











When they come | 


is rife 
winter cas 

Muct 
telefilmet 
this 


ualty 


at is 


lefilm 


any indiscriminate screening of 
pilots now, with the networks 
pretty well locked up. They're 


waiting to come into the market 
later in the year, holding screen- 
ings off until there are real poten- 
tial buyers around. 


CHEVY’S BUNDLE BUY 
ON DALLAS WFAA-TV 


Dallas, May 26 
In is believed to be the 
largest block Sale of syndicated tv 
programs on record, the Friendly 
Chevrolet Co., of Dallas, assumes 
sponsorship of seven half-hour 

shows on WFAA-TV, Saturday. 
The automobile company’s “Sum- 
mer Sales Spectacular” includes 
the purchase of five Saturday 
shows and two Sunday programs 
Bill Hobbs, local sales manager 
for WFAA-TV, handled the trans- 





what 


action, through Lloyd Cunning- 
ham, Marketing Promotion, a local 


advertising 

Saturday programs involved in 
the sale include “Charlie Chan,” 
“Mr. District Attorney,” Mystery 
Theatre,” “African Patrol,” and 
“Science Fiction Theatre.” Sun- 
day’s purchases include “Crusad- 
er,” and a different episode of 
“Science Fiction Theatre.” 

First buy on WFAA-TV by the 
automobile dealership was a half- 


agency. 


hour of “All-Star Sunday Show- 
time.” This was followed by a 
“saturation” spot schedule, and 


was recently expanded to the new 
concept, which Friendly’s general 


manager John Witt describes as a 
|“saturation program schedule.” 


}on the s 


How many there will be is; 


| ting 


cunprce wiuers ‘We Won't Be Caught Napping Next 
ON GOON oLOTS Season’ Keys Telefilmeries Plotting 


+ 


This year’s early network buying 
season has sparked some of the 
earliest pre-planning developments 


among telefilmeries The blue- 
prints already are being mulled for 
the '60-'61 season. 

Many a telefilmery came in late 
for the fall season, now virtually 
locked up, and they don't want it 
to happen again. An outfit such 
as Screen Gems traditionally goes 
through a long _pre-planning 
stage, a siluation, incidentally, 


which has paid off for them. SG 
sold “Dennis the Menace” in Janu- 
ary on the basis of a pilot. Few 


telefilmeries are as lucky as a Desi- 
lu which sold “The Untouchables” 
on the basis of a late episode in a 
series. (And few have such a tele- 
film showcase as Desilu Westing- 
house Playhouse.) 

Most of the telefilmeries from 
MGM-TV to Independent Televi- 
sion Corp, feel that in order to 
have more than a fighting chance 
in the network scramble, blue- 
printing of production must start 
early and the pilots must be ready 
helf for prospective buyers. 

ITC topper Walter Kingsley just 
returned from a program develop- 
ment conference on the Coast eye- 


ing the ‘t0-'61 season. The whole 
gamut of possible programming 
from co-productions to acquisi- 
tions of outside properties to ITC 
properties were discussed. Video 
tape production also was on the 
agenda 

CBS Films came in late on a 
number of properties, notably 
“Theatre for a Story” and “House 
on K Street,” and it wants to avoid 
that situation next year. Ergo 
production cost sheets and possible 
productions now are being mage. 


See Gross-Krasne, 


NTA Tie Severed 


National Telefilm Associates tie 


with Gross-Krasne reportedly is 
severed 

NTA, when it took over the dis- 
tribution arm of Gross-Krasne- 
Sillerman, had an arrangement 
calling for NTA distribution of fu- 
ture Gross-Krasne product. At 
the time Michael Sillerman moved 
over from G-K-S, which was col- 
lapsed, to the presidency of NTA 
program sales division. Gross- 


Krasne continued as a production 
team, with past productions going 
to NTA for distribution 

But apparently the arrangement 
hit snags. There even are reports 
that Gross-Krasne, who have been 
partnered for 10 years, are split- 
up 

Phil Krasne denies 
said that Jack Gross will be going 
to England for a year to produce 
55 episodes of “Rogue for Hire” 
and “Fate.” He also said that they 
may undertake separate enter- 
prises in the future, but al! pres- 
ent associations will be maintained. 


any split, but 


Queried as to the report that 
NTA’s deal with G-K is dead, a 
top NTA exec declined comment, 


Bob Pirosh Exits Revue, 
Chamnion Takes Over 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Bob Pirosh has exited Revue 
Productions after completing only 
the pilot of “Laramie” and John 
Champion has joined the MCA 
subsidiary to take over the show's 
reins. 

Champion, 
producer, 


feature film-writer- 
was brought in early last 


week, but without a specific as- 
|signment being made known. Pi- 
rosh was still working on editiag 


of the pilot and assignment ‘of 
scripts at the time, with his de- 
parture quite sudden. 

Revue has a firm commitment 
from NBC-TV for i3 of the hour- 
long shows, which star John Smith, 
Bob Fuller, Hoagy Carmichael and 
Bobby Crawford, 
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ALL AMERICA WANTS SERGEANT BILKO! And now— for 

the very first time — Bilke, Colonel Hail, Doherman, and all the 
platoon regulars plus top-brass guest stars are available 

for off-network duty, as THE PHIL SILVERS SHOW hecomes the 
biggest comedy series ever to enter first-run syndication. 


The most valuable goldhrick this side of Fort Knox, Bilko 

is completing four laugh-happy years on the CBS Television 
Network. During that time, television’s top-rated top kick, 
his supporting cast, his director and his writers — ane of the 
largest, ablest companies in ali television—have won honors 
by the truckload...including a total of 8 Emmy awards! 





Carling Brewing Co. (through its agency Benton & Bowles) 
has drafted Sergeant Bilko for a three-year hitch in 63 major 
U.S. markets. To join up, wire or call on-the-double... 


CBS FILMS © 


““,eeTHE BEST FILM PROGRAMS FOR ALL STATIONS” 
NEW YORK, OHIOAQO, LOS ANGELES, 
DETROIT, BOSTON, SAN FRANOISCO, ST.LOUIS, DALLAS, 
ATLANTA. IN GAMADA: 8. W. CALDWELL, LTO. 
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SHFHSH HES OHOH 
CANNONBALL 





With Paul birch, William Camp- 
bell, Both Lockerbie, Beth 
Morris, Stcve Barringer, Carle- 
ton G. 

Producer Abel 

Director: Keller 

Writer: Claire Kennedy 


Distribuicr: Independent Tele- 
vision Corp. 
30 Mins., Mon.; 8:30 p.m. 
ALL STATE CARPET CO. 
KHJ-TV, Les Angeles 
“Cannonbali” is a bomb. When 
the wheels role, it’s explosive, but 
when the character dramatics come 
into play, it's a dud. The trouble 
seems to stem from the syndicated 
speed with which it’s been filmed, 
permitting no room for develop- 


ment, let alone finesse. 

What Hunt” is to skin- 
divers and “Whirlybirds” is to heli- 
copters. “Cannonball” is to truck- 
ers. Judging from the first 
episode, costars. Paul Birch and 


William Campbell are not going 
to be doing any bumper-to-bumper 
driving the balance of this 
series. It’s mayhem en route, but, 
apparently there’s going to be ap- 
ple pie and friendly natives at 
every last stop along the way for 
the two heroes. 

In the opener, the boys serve 
as decoys by hauling an empty 
trailer into no end of difficulty 
while the real cargo enjoys safe 
passage somewhere out of camera 
range. High spots are a bristling 
fist-fight and a treacherous down- 
hill cruise minus brakes. The ac- 


i 


tion’s fine, but when the charac- 
ters speak, the show runs out of 
fuel. Youngsters tired of westerns 


may find something to cheer about, 








so “Cannonbe'!” shouldn’t do too 
poorly along syndication route 39. 

tirch sort of sails along in a 
perpetual state of “average Amer- 
ican Joe” confusion in the title 
role, creating a likeable boob of 
a character in chapter one. Camp- 
bell, who probably deserves bet- 
ter things, is goodlooking enough 
to pick up distaff viewers 
here and t , but there’s not too 
much roo his role to probe 
for some more than devil- 
may-care foolhardiness. Others 
who bo sund to welcome 
home t erges at least 39 more 
times \ ve Beth Lockerbie, 
Beth M«: i Sieve Barringer. 

Harry |! r directs as if pro- 
ducer | ‘| was standing over 
him with a budcet, yelling “damn 
the cri full speed ahead.” 

ube. 

JAI ALAI 


With Phil Wilson, Ray Garcia 
Producer: Juticn M. Kaufman 


60 Mins, (.ape) 
Distributed by: Guild Films 

A pop sport in Latino coun- 
tries, Jai Alsi has been described 
as the world’s tastest game. But 
for one reeson or another, it has 
never appealed to U.S. audiences 
on the same level as baseball or j, 
football. At any rate the indie 
WNTA-TV, N.Y., is now beaming 
a full-hour taped version of the 
Jai Alai games as played in 
Tijuana’s Fronton Palacio. Spotted 
in the Friday night 9-10 p.m. 
segment, show is distributed by 
Guild Filn | 

Three ganes were played on 
Friday's (22) session. There was 
audience enthusiasm aplenty at 
the arena, but to the average 


viewer unfamiliar with the game 


or players the contests shaped up | 


as pretty ho-hum fare. It would 
appear that interest in Jai Alai— 
at least in the New York area— 


wil! be largely limited to the more 
than 500,000 Spanish - speaking 
people residing in metropolitan 
Gotham. They've been exposed to 
the game on their native terrain 
and presumably remain loyal 
aficlanados 

As for penetrating the balance 
of the viewing audience, that 
seems to be a matter of educating 
the public on the value of the 
game. Step in this direction was 
taken on Friday's episode aa Phil 
Wilson who introduced players, 
provided statistics and back- 
ground color as well as giving a 
brief recap on what the game is 
all about. Actual play-by-play 
commentary was ably handled by 
Ray Garcia. 

Game, incidentally, is played on 
a long court which faintly resem- 
bles an American handball court. 
Players whack the ball (pelota) 
with scoop-shaped racquets known 
as cestas. While the action is 
lightning fast, nevertheless the 
tape picks it up with remarkable 
clarity. Another interesting angle 
is the posting of mutuel prices on 
the winners of the various games. 

Withal, it would seem that Jai 
Alai calls for lotsa promotion and 
audience education before this 
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| Basque-originated game can even 
come close to baseball, football or 
wrestling in viewer popularity. But 
WNTA-TV evidently feels that it's 
already hitting all sexes and ages 
with this program for plugged on 
show caught was everything from 
panty girdles to a_ preparation 
designed to keep dentures. from 
slipping. Gilb 


SA-7 
With Lloyd Nolan, Forrest Tucker, 


William Schallert, Butler Hixson 
Producer: David Hire 
Director: Jerry Hopper 
Writer: David P. Harmon 
Distributor: MCA TV 
30 Mins., Fri.; 10 p.m. 
FALSTAFF BREWING 
KRCA, Los Angeles 

That the government treasury 
agent is one of television’s more 
unlikely heroes is in evidence on 


man. As he goes about his business 
of trapping income tax evaders, 
“SA-7” star 


coin for the treasury may have to 


sodes if he is to win an enthusias- 
tic following of viewers outside of 
the Secretary of the Treasury and 
his staff. 

On this first segment, a verbose 
and comically incompetent affair, 
Nolan masquerades as a stuffy oil- 
ionaire to trap a restaurant owner 
into revealing his guilt of tax 
evasion. In the process, this up- 
standing government agent seems 
to be spending as much of the 
taxpayer's dollar posing as the 
wealthy businessman as the sus- 
pect (Forrest Tucker) owes the 
government in back taxes. It’s a 
disheartening spectacle, to say the 
| least, for the honest laboring, tax- 
paying viewer. Tucker, in the final 
scene, after having been spurned 
by his girl friend, cast off by his 
dutiful wife, and slapped with the 
tax rap. says to Nolan, “did you 
ever have one of those days when 
nothing seems to go right?” It is 
one of the understatements of the 
decade 





| Nolan. somehow, manages to 
|fare well in the central role, a 
| tribute to his durable, persuasive 
|talent. Tucker, too, proves capable 
lin a totally unenviably part. Of 
lthe two ladies, Barbara Darro 
| does nicely as the girl friend, but 
Frances Farmer has a great deal 
of difficulty in the unbelievable 
rele of the foresaken spouse. Wil- 
liam Schallert is competent as 


Nolan’s aide. There's just too much 
bad script for director Jerry Hop- 
per to handle. be 


uve, 


2 New Telefilm Series 
Set by Reub Kaufman 


Some of the new coin that Reub 
Kaufman recently got to enter 
| production will be used for two 
half-hour telefilm series, “Trapped” 
and “Birthright.” Both stanzas 
are slated for release next fall by 
Kaufman's Jayark Films. 

Stanzas will probably end up in 
syndication “Trapped” will be 
mystery-suspense and “Birthright” 
will deal in stories on adoption of 
children. 








Flamingo V.P. Stripes 
For Jay Williams 
| Jay Williams has been named 

v.p. in charge of Flamingo Tele- 
film Sales international division, 
a newly-created post. 

Williams formerly headed his 
own firm, Jay Williams Associates, 
| where he negotiated the sales of 
| the Alexander Korda feature spec- 
| taculars to NBC-TV, “Richard III,” 
|}and “The Constant Husband.” He 
| was one of the founders and for- 
;}mer general manager of Unity 
| Films. 

Williams is presently in Canada 
and will soon travel to England, 
Europe, Latin America and Aus- 
tralia to arrange for the distribu- 
tion of Flamingo properties in 
those areas. 





Victor Set for ‘Rebel’ 
Hollywood, May 26. 

David Victor has been set as as- 
sociate producer and story editor 
on “The Rebel” by Goodson-Tod- 
man. 

Series is being produced by An- 
drew Fenady and Irvin Kerschner, 
who own the series 50-50 with 
G-T. Nick Adams stars in the 
ABC fall entry. 





Lloyd Nolan shapes | 
up as more the heavy than the| 
hero. His methods of rounding up | 


Barbara Darrow, Frances Farmer, | 


this first episode of a new series | 
based on the exploits of such a} 


be more forthright on future epi- | 


| 


OF, Cummings Settle 


Los Angeles, May 26. 
Bob Cummings’ lawsuit against 
Official Films agent Don Sharpe 
was settled on the first day of trial | 
last week, with OF agreeing to 
buy out Cummings’ interest in the 
“My Hero” series and to pay him 

an additional undisclosed sum. 
Actor had sued for $35,000 and 
an accounting. Under his “Hero” 
contract, he was to receive 32° of 
the net. But OF and Sharpe, he 
claimed, charged off some of the 
net to expenses in an improper 


|} manner, thus reducing his income 


| Digges, administrative v.p. of CBS | 


from the show. 


ITC Expands Its 
Release Schedule 


Independent Television Corp. 
has hit a releasing stride which 
tops that of its absorbed Tele- 
vision Programs of America and 
puts it at the forefront along with 
the majors in syndication. 

Following the takeover of TPA, 
the Walter Kingsley helmed opera- 
tion started with “Sergeant Pres- 
ton of the Yukon,” an off-network 
property, as its first entry in Octo- 
ber. 

Vorking on a one property at a 
time approach, ITC followed with | 
“Cannonball,” second year off-net- 





work reruns of “Lassie” (Jeff’s| 
Collie), then off-networked “Fury” 
(Brave Stallion) and the taped} 


“Ding Dong School” for fall strip- 
ping. Soon, ITC will have another 
property, most probably “Inter- 
pol,” produced by J. Arthur Rank 
in Britain 

In order to meet its expanded 
releasing schedule ITC has 
strengthened its syndication sales | 
arm, adding personnel on virtually | 
all levels. It’s also beefed up its 
production arm under the aegis of 
Ted Rogers. 


4 Star Plans Pilot On 


20} 
5 





Michael Shayne Seri 
Wichael Shayne series 

Hollywood, May 26 
Four St F has acquired 
rights to e Michael Shayne de- 
tective prope id will use it 
fi s first ‘ at an hourlong 
p lis sun Show, script 
for which is being prepared now, 
vill e filmed sometime before 
September and aimed at the Janu- 
airy sales marke It's not cast yet 
Property has had a long show 
biz life. having been the subject 
of several films, a radio series and 
even a live tv series several years 
ago. This won't be the first pilot 
based on the property, either; | 
Mark Stevens produced a half- 


hour pilot last year, with himself 


in the lead. But Four Star prexy 
Dick Powell thinks it will have 
added values in an hour version 


Until now, Four Star has restricted 
itself to half-hour series and pilots. 





Vidpix Chatter 


Leslie Harris, CBS production 
v.p., off to London... Illustrated 
booklet comparing rating methods 
employed by the various independ- 
ent research services. has been is- 
sued to tv stations by MCA TV 
syndication division as a promotion 
piece. Richard P.. Moran Jr., ac- 
count exec for CBS Films, has 
been transferred from Chicago to 
N.Y... .KHVH, Honolulu; KTVT, 
Salt Lake City; KGON, Tucson; 
and WECT, Wilmington, N.C.; are 
the latest stations to pick up 
WPIX’s, N.Y., documentary “Cold 
War-Berlin Crisis.” . . . Sam Cook 














Films, will serve as toastmaster 
Sunday (24) for the Assn. of Re- 


| tarded Children dinner at the Wal- 


| dorf-Astoria 


or Three merchan- 
dising tie-ins to promote six 


Shirley Temple features have been | 


inked by National Telefilm As- 
sociates. Two of the tie-ins have 
been arranged with Rosenau Bros. 
and Nanette Manufacturing, de- 
signers and manufactures of Shir- 
ley Temple dresses. The third tie- 
in is with Random House, 
publishers of Shirley Temple 
Movie Editions, based on her fea- 
tures ... Sherlee Barish appointea 
account exec of Bernard L. Schu- 
bert, Inc. She formerly was associ- 
ated with Official Films as a spe- 
cial sales representative. 


— 


7 TV-Radio Production Centres 


Continued from page 4 & 
artists Teddi King and Four Esquires June 11... Frank Tooke, WBZ- 
TV gen. mgr., moderating broadcaster's panel at Emerson College's 
“Broadcasting Day”... Phil Galligan, WBZ-TV film producer-camera- 























|} man, won top honors at Boston Press Photogs Awards dinner for his 


films of Spring Hill, Nova Scotia, mine disaster Bob Clayton, 
WHDH-TV “Boston Ballroom” host guesting Four Freshmen, Patti 
Page and Teddy Randazzo ... WSRO, Marlboro, set up essay contest 
for high school studies on “What Does Freedom of Speech Mean to 
Me?” to help celebrate National Radio Month . . . WEEI’s traveling 
reporter, Priscilla Fortescue, who's been taking lessons in Japanese, 
off to Tokyo Saturday (30) where she will make tape interview. 


[IN PHILADELPHIA .. . 


The “Dick Clark Show” will originate from Binghamton, N.Y. (30) 
when Triangle’s WNBF-TV opens its new studios .. . Margaret Mary 
Kearney, educational director for the WCAU stations, named Eastern 
regional veepee of AWRT ... WFIL-TV’'s Deborah Adams gets her 
pilot’s license next month . . . WPEN’s Ted Reinhart, the Frank Ford 
show producer, has branched out with another radio service—a broad- 
cast taping setup in his suburban home . . . Tom Moorehead, a former 
WFIL-TV sportscaster teed off a_sports-interview session on WKDN, 
Camden (21)... Jaye P. Morgan is cutting two of WPEN deejay Bud 
Brees’ tunes for MGM .. . Harold B. Robinson, auto dealer who doubled 
as an afternoon d.j. has ended his 19-year association with WIBG ... 
“Tic Tac Dough,” testing here at WRCV-TV, attracted 582 persons 
with 13 finalists in local champion testing (25) ... The “Hy Lit Show,” 
half-hour variety program, featuring top-name idols kicks off on 
WCAU-TV (June 3). Fabian skedded for preem. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


KSFO moved into KLX’s back yard and contracted with the U. of 
California, Berkeley, to broadcast the university's nine football games 
and 21 basketball games next fall and winter ... New KRON-TV sales- 
man is Cecil Webb, who moves over from station's sales promotion 
department ... Ted Randal, who was KOBY's top deejay before jump- 
ing to KPIX, has signed with the new Crowell-Collier management 
at KLX ... New KRE man is Dick Riley . . . Westinghouse’s KPIX 
readying an ambitious local public affairs series . . . Power-line blow- 
out knocked KSFO off the air for 22 minutes last week . . . KCBS 
won six California AP awards—tops for any metropolitan station—in 
the wire service's annual competition. The 50,000-watt o-and-o won 
the sweepstakes award for general excellenpe of news presentatlon— 
a tribute to news director Don Mozley—ardi also won first. place in 
documentary competition. Station also pick®d up seconds in commen- 
tary and local sports show categories, thirds in local news and special 
events categories. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


Nicolas Coster, star of local Arena Stage resident company, won a 
major tv job 36 hours after his final Arena appearance of season; will 
appear with Maurice Evans on U.S. Steel Hour’s “No Leave for the 
Captain” June 17 on CBS... . Patti Searight,. WTOP radio program 
director, is now Mme. Prez-Prez; already president of American Wom- 
en in Radio and Television here. she’s been elected prexy of Women's 





Advertising Club... All WMAL radio personnel (except sales staff) 
have now been moved to the suburban Bethesda, Md., transmitter 
bldg.; in-town quarters are absorbed by expanding WMAL-TV ? 
Army staging a parade and party Sunday (31) in honor of Greater 
Washington Educational TV Assn., and Army Secretary Wilber M. 
3rucker will present Mrs. Edmund D. Campbell, GWETA prexy, a ci- 


tation for “outstanding contributions to community”. . . Steve Allison, 
still proud he was the first to interview Fidel Castro over a mike in the 
U.S., has picked up a Baltimore outlet. His gab show, aired 


iicht] 
nigntly 


u 


over WDDC here, will be on WWIN there 


IN CLEVELAND ... 


Milton Berle spoke at a book & author lunch here on behalf of his 
“Earthquake” novel WJW-TV has new promotion gimmick, a 
hole cut in a card in the station’s front window. Persons peeking in 
are televised during live segments of movie program ... WHK will 
give away a new car to anyone who can find its ignition key, hidden 
somewhere in this area... East Ohio Gas, two-year sponsor of WEWS 
night news show, went out of its way to kiss Alan Douglas goodbye as 
he exited (to sales) ... WERE is seen putting some of its staff to work 
at WERC, Erie. FCC approved the $260,000 deal effective July 1, and 
Guy Harris, WERE program chief, has been visiting the Erie outlet 


a 


IN ST. LOUIS... 


James L. Caddigan, executive veep of KPLR-TV, St. Louis’ first in- 
dependent tv station, has announced the following staff appointments: 
William F. Budde, formerly with KWK, as comptroller and business 
manager; Al Johnston, formerly with the DuMont Network, produc- 
tion director, and Charles V. Burge, formerly with KWK and KMOX, 
as account exec . . . Charles Bohn, newsreel photog for KMOX-TV, 
has been elected prexy of the local chapter of the National Press Pho- 
tographers Association .. . Carl U. Tinnon named operations manager 
of KTVI .. .“Time and St. Louis,"” Community Federal Savings and 
Loan film documentary of the city’s 195-year hisfory, was premiered 
on KMOX-TV May 12 with CBS news correspondent Douglas Edwards 
as narrator ... Roger Grimsby has joined KMOX-TV as a telenews 
specialist. He was formerly news director of WXIX, Milwaukee .. . 
John Box Jr., executive veep of the Balaban Stations, and Charlotte 
Peters, KSD-TV personality, were given the Missouri Illinois Theatre 
Owners Association annual awards for “outstanding contributions to 
the promotion of the motion picture industry.” 


IN MINNEAPOLIS .. . 


Adding 17,000 more square feet to its plant, KSTP (NBC) radio and 
tv, which now occupies two city blocks, is installing a $150,000 285 
tons capacity Trane Company Contravac refrigerating system and 
switching over to 13,000 volts which it takes from Northern States 


Power Co. ... TV's “Tic-Tac-Dough” representatives tested at KSTP 
here for show contestants . . . Local disk jockies visited by John Scott 
Trotter .. . KMSP-TV (National Telefilm Associates) reports recently 


inaugurated Friday and Saturday night “late, late shows,” first here 
and running to 2 a.m., are completely sold out. Station which start- 
ed last March to begin daily programming at noon, instead of 3 p.m., 
will expand it still further Sept. 1 by teeing off at 10 a.m. 


IN LONDON... 


| Robert Allen, of Canadian Broadcasting Corp., will guest-direct 
|\“The Haven” for Associated TeleVision June 5 with Canadians Ar- 
| thur Hill and Jonathine White and American Gerry Jedd in the cast. 
Play’s by Tad Mosel . . . ATV’s dropped its “This Is Your Chance” 
quiz show after six performances on the announced theory that it's 


| not summer fare... Geoffrey Cox, news editor of Independent Tele- 


vision News, to attend a Brussels meet June 9-10 on the continuation 
| or otherwise of an experimental international interchange of news- 
| reels over Eurovision. Scheme, in operation for some trial weeks, in- 
| volves nine countries, has “proved valuable,” but is reckoned to be 
costly . 
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DISTINGUISHED GATHERING 
With Vic Oliver, Diana Churchill, | 
Ralph Michael, Dermot Walsh, 
Helen Shingler, Helen Christie, | 
Peter Assinder, Jane Barrett, 
Basil Dignam, Meredith Edwards, 


Douglas Blackwell, Humphrey 
Heathcote, Patrick Maynard, 
Edwin Brown 


Writer: James Parish 
Director: Michael Carrer-Briggs 
90 Mins.; Tues., 8:30 p.m. 
Associated-Rediffusion, from Lon- 
don 
This revival from the way-back- 
when days of the London stage 
stood scrutiny not as a play but as 
a parlor game—the one registered 
under the trademark Whodunnit. 
Relying almost entirely on_ plot, 
with characters no closer to flesh 


and blood than cardboard, it of- 
fered only empty chitter-chatter, 
pregnant silences and_ stagey 


grouping to those looking for any- 
thing beyond its superficial devel- 
opment. Always assuming they 
stayed to look, anyway, for the 
first act was pretty ponderous and 
a shade involved. 

The setup involves publisher 
Felix Montague (Vic Oliver) who 
invites a group of strangers to a 
dinner party to tell them that 
they’re to be joined by author Eliot 
Vines ‘Basil Dignam) who's about 
to launch a book wherein some- 
thing dire is releaved about one 
and ail. But not to worry: Felix 
has evolved a plan to kill Vines 
that will involve everyone yet in- 
criminate none. The murder is duly 
accomplished, but all doesn't go 
according to plan. One guest, C. J. 
Williams (Ralph Michael), takes 
the blame, however, and makes a 
getaway, to leave the other plotters 
—and the viewer—in doubt as to 
whose hand really struck the fatal 
biow. 

One of the more intriguing as- 
ects of the game was to see how 
‘ic Oliver, who's made his reputa- 

tion primarily as a comedian, 
would make out in his first full- 
length play on tv. He did as well 
as anyone could expect, meaning 
that he behaved with composure in 
front of the camera and delivered 
his lines well—for there wasn't 
any characterization really to ren- 
der. Much the same was true of 
the rest of the cast, though Ralph 
Michael as Williams, Jane Barrett 
and Dermot Walsh as a love-smit- 
ten couple with secrets, and Mere- 
dith Edwards as the principal cop 
managed now and again to provide 
an illusion of depth. Direction bat- 
tled straightforwardly and _ sets 
were okay. 








| Hughes did a brave job in 


{mantic one—Soho isn't in life the} 


++¢++ | KOVACS ON MUSIC 

With Ernie Kovacs, Edie Adams, 
Louis Jourdan, James Darren, 
Andre Previn Orch, others 

| Producer-Writer: Kovacs 

Director: Barry Shear 

60 Mins., Fri., 8 p.m. 

| RENAULT 


» a A fe iin i i 


, ture was its production lavishness, | NBC-TV from Hollywood 


right aged a cone eggs a\ (Needham, Louis & Brorby) 
fondola and a canal, yet, staged | : 2 i dala is om 
live in the studio. And shedding | 5 orm pees as =~ nid-in « 
all sophistication, it must readily | corambled endeavor that had its 
be admitted that the cliche-ridden | jot and cold moments. In satir’zing 
yarn had its pleasant, schmaltzy music, Kovacs had some excellent 
appeal, while the numbers were |jdeas in this show which he pro- 
tuneful if seldom catchy. David’) duced and wrote. The calibre of 
snoul-| both was uneven, but there were 
dering most of the weight in the | equally some rewarding excerpts 
vocals department as Paolo Mari-|that bore the mark of big-league 
nelli, giving the role the right | video. 
touch of flourish. Lizbeth Webb Kovacs scored his top moments 
partnered him well as the jealous! with the burlesque on the record- 
Giulietta, while right down the! ing of a tele-commercial, with ma- 
lire all the supporters were ex-| jor assists by Edie Adams, Louis 
cellent. Coming back briefly to! Jourdan and James Darren in a 
the visiting cast-topper, she looked |fine display of slow, deliberate 
a million dollars all the while, even | comedy. There was another amus- 
in closeup. Erni. |ing moment with the rendition of 
a “Swan Lake” by a troupe of grace- 
ful gorillas, and Kovacs achieved 
|}a bedlam effect, albeit somewhat 
overdone, with the initial telecast 
/ of a telestation in Italy. Al Kelly 
gave the show its keynote with a 
comparatively lucid speech on 
music. 

On the negative side were the 
| discourse on the origins on music 
jin the caveman days and the 
jlengthy “Romeo & Juliet” rib 
which had only one peg for satire. 

There were good ideas expressed 


A SOHO STORY 
With Mac the Busher, other 
Producer: Denis Mitchell 
Film editor: Len Trumm 
30 mins., Wed., 9:30 p.m. 
BBC-TV, from London 

Denis Mitchel has in recent 
times made quite an impact with 
the eggheads via BBC-TV docu- 
mentaries using a technique of 
sound applied to unrelated visuals. 
In “A Soho Story” he presented 
a straight married-sound job which | throughout the full hour, as in the 
nevertheless revealed all the other Will Mahoney-like dance on the 
qualities that have earned him| piano keys to “Chop-Sticks,” and 
applause: a poet's eye, humor,.com- | Miss Adams’ rendition of a mainly 
passion and much more that earn| wordless composition by Heitor 
him the label “artist.” | Villa Lobos, the Brazilian com- 

The factual story, told in first | poser. 
person by one Mac the Busker,| Nonetheless, the Kovacs display 
provided primarily a portrait of|comprised a worthwhile experi- 
a man who, having rebelled against| mental effort. There were mo- 
his middle-class background, had | ments of uiter failure, but at least 
led a bohemian life and was still | the man is willing to take a chance 
searching for a meaning to exist-| upon occasion, a quality lacking in 
ence. But in the telling it picked! most aspects o fthe medium. The 
on other colorful characters in| Renault Dauphine commercials 
London's most cosmopolitan quar- were charming at times, and fitted 
ter, succeeding in making them) into the spirit of the show. Jose. 
also more individuals than types | 
and searchers instead of cranks. 


The whole approach was the ro. ABC, CLIENT DROPPING 
start—but this was given validity | ‘YOU ASKED FOR IT’ 


by the concentration on the ro-| ABC-TV and Best Foods 
mantic Mac. | dropping the Sunday “You Asked 
The Busker’s personality made | for It.” Negotiations on price with 
tremendous impact, some of the| producers Wayne Steffner Produc- 
man's recalled experiences evok-! tions and Cran Chamberlain fell 
ing reactions in closeup that would | through. 
have earned an Emmy for a pro.| Show will go off the air when 
Memorable moments included his| current contract is up in Septem- 
listening to the recorded, reminisc-| per Web is holding the me stot 


ing voice of the wife he hadnt ; : , vo 
seen for years, his even-toned for Best, hoping to line up a suit 


account of a suicide attempt, and |} 





most salubrious of areas, for a 





are} 


jan anecdote about getting drunk 


and finding to his triumphant ela- 


| tion that he could at last proclaim 


CARISSIMA 


With Ginger Rogers, David Hughes, | 
Brian Reece, Lizbeth Webb, Rob- 
ert Ayres, Ian Wallace, Hanmah 
Watt, Guy Kingsley Poynter, 
Mtto Diamant, Louise Howard, 
George Roderick, Lance Cavan, 
Roger Gage, John Rutland, War- | 
ren Mitchell, Alex Gallier, Mark 
Heath, Robert MacKenzie, Vicki 
Hammond | 

Producer: Francis Essex 

Writer: Eric Maschwitz | 

Music: Hans May 

90 Mins., Mon., 8:30 p.m. 

BBC-TV, from London 


It's difficult to assess Just how | ting out four programs like 


much of an error, if any, BBC-TV 
made in not propagandizing the | 
fact sufficiently that Ginger Rogers 
wouldn't sing or dance in this am- | 
bitious “Musical Playhouse” ven- | 
ture — and just how much of a 
further error it made in choosing 
a subject in such old hat style. | 
“Carissima” is a play-with-music | 
of a decade and more ago, and a} 
billing insistence that the action 
takes place in 1958 didn't make its 
corn any greener or its plot twists | 
any the less foreseeable. Probably, 
such are the tastes of the middle- | 


|“King Lear.” 


Mitchell could be accused of 
trying to be clever-clever just now 
and again, but for the most part 
his film was excellently disciplined 
Camerawork, editing and sound 
didn't let him down. Erni. 


PROFILE 


With Viscount Hailsham, Ludovie 
Kennedy 


| Director: Rollo Gamble 
| 15 Mins., Mon., 10:45 
| Associated-Rediffusion, from Lon- 


nm. 


don 


Associated-Rediffusion is put- 


this, 


| each devoted to a person-to-person 


informal chat between Ludovic 
Kennedy and a top politician. One 
under review, involving the Lord 


| President of the Council who's also 


chairman of the Conservative Par- 
ty, failed to rivet attention as some 
other similar efforts have done— 
notably BBC-TV’s “Face To Face” 
skein—partly because the ques- 


| tioning wasn’t too provocative and 


largely because Hailsham tended 
to be too much the politician, even 
when not discussing politics 


Program was polished in the 


aged general audience here, the | production departments, 


web made no mistake at all, ma-|! 
terial-wise, while as for Miss Ro- 
gers she won through anyway once 
an initial nervousness had passed | 
and a penchant for dialog slips 
with it. 

The story’s one that no narrator 
dare preface with “stop me if 
you've heard it”: he'd never get 
started. Lisa Marvin (Miss Rogers) 
is topper of a cosmetics combine 
in New York and wants singer 
Paolo Marinelli (David Hughes) to 
appear in a tv program launching 
a new perfume. Paolo says no, but 
Lisa trails him to Venice. There, 
not having ever met her quarry, 
Lisa mistakes him for just any old 
gcndolier with a wonderful voice, 
signs the ‘unknown” for a Venice- 
N.Y. broadcast, learns the truth 
from a jealous Giulietta (Lizbeth 
Webb), slaps the tenor’s face, but 
finally falls in his arms at the fade. 





Major triumph of the whole ven- 


Erni. 





THE BIG CLIENT 
With Ian Bannen, Peter Dyneley, 
Jack Headley, Jenifer Wright, 
Maxwell Shaw, Charles Gray, 
Barrie Cookson, Olga Lowe, An- 
gela Browne, Leonard White 
Producer: Sydney Newman 
Director: William Kotcheff 
Writers: Malcolm A. Hulke, Eric 
Paice 
60 Mins., Sun., 10:5 p.m. 
ABC-TV, from Manchester 
With a sharp little probe into 
the ethics, or lack thereof, of an 
advertising agency man on the 
make, ABC-TV raised the level of 
its weekly “Armchair Theatre” 
presentation well above that of re- 
cent times. True to its own acid 
reality, which wasn’t necessarily 
always factual, fascinatingly un- 
(Continued on page 47) 


++ 
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Abetted by the comedic devices 
of Phil Silvers and the splendid 
talents of Julie Andrews, 
Benny's hour on CBS-TV last Sat- 
urday (23) was special in the orig- 
inal sense of the word. 


It might be more accurate'y ob- 





Silvers, rather than vice versa, and 
this is undoubtedly part of the rea- 
son for the older comic’s amazing 
durability on the cathode tube. 
Where other mirth-makers tend to 
use themselves up on tv by 
shouldering the comedy load, 
Benny seems entirely willing on 
more than a few occasions to play 
the high-priced straightman, and 
he's devoutly to be admired for it 

Benny and Silvers are a superb 
match—a great comedy team if 
anyone could afford them. Each is 
of course a conceptualized type, 


vers, nee Bilko, the glib con artist. 
The chemistry was so right be- 
tween them that even the horrible 
gags (of which, it should be said, 
there were a few) came out scented 
like a rose. There was much to 
laugh at, and the show, as a 60- 
minute unit, was choice. 

For a refreshing change, the 
rapport between Benny and _ his 
guests seemed genuine. Miss An- 





drews was captivating in every- 
thing she did, singing, dancing, 
talking or just standing st'll. Her 


Charleston alone (a throwback to 
‘her “Boy Friend” days) was worth 
the hour's investment if every- 
| thing else were dismal, which ft 
| wasn’t. 

Benny's click warmup got the 
show off to an auspicious start, and 








Jack | 


served that ofttimes Benny abetted. 


Benny the classic skinflint and Sil-, 


BILLY BUDD 

(Du Pont Show of the Month) 

With Don Murray, Alfred Ryder, 
James Donald, Roddy McDowall, 
Eric Berry, Thayer David, Tim 
O’Connor, James Valentine, Tom 
Clancy, John McLiam, George 
Ebeling, Roberts Blossom, Mal 
Throne, George Turner, William 
Duell 

Producer: David Susskind 

Director: Robert Mulligan 

Adaptation: Jacqueline 
Audrey Gellen 

90 Mins.; Mon. (25), 9:30 p.m. 

DU PONT 

CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

(BBDO) 


“Du Pont Show of the Month,” 
a consistently top dramatic show- 
case, scored again with a moving 
and uncompromising presentation 
of “Billy Budd” Monday night (25). 
A highly respected but not widely 
read novelette by Herman Melville, 
“Billy Budd” was fashioned several 
years ago into a Broadway play 
that then was a critical success and 
a boxoffice flop. The tv adaptation 
made no essential alteration in the 
play’s poetic language and philo- 
sophie structure. It was an honest 
staging of an American classic 
with all of its difficulties and re- 
wards. 


Babbin, 


clash of pure goodness with malev- 
olence, was carried off by a uni- 
formly excellent cast. Don Murray, 
as a young sailor who is impressed 
aboard an 18th Century British 
man o’ war, was an ideal Billy 
Budd. He was high-spirited and 
wholly convincing in his innocent 
goodness. 

Alfred Ryder, as a last-minute 
pinch-hitter for Jason Robards Jr. 
as Claggart, was superb in the 
chilling role as the remorselessly 
evil officer. Ryder played with a 
brooding intensity which succeeded 
in charging an essentially unmoti- 
vated personality with a symbolic 
significance. As the ship’s captain, 
who condemns Billy Budd to death 
through an inexorable application 
of the law, James Donald, also 
played in standout style after a 
rough beginning in which he 


his lines. 
Also turning in notable perform- 


a striking portrayal of a coward!y 
|lickspittle; Tim O'Connor, as a 
|mutinous deck hand, and George 
Ebeling, as the prophetic old sail- 
or. The rest of the supporting cast 
was also firstrate. 

Robert Mulligan’s§ direction 
|maintained a_ steadily mounting 
| tension even through the murkiest 
portions of the script. The sailing 





ship’s setting was ingeniously sug- | 


| gestive and the camera work was 


able substitute skein. smooth throughout. Herm. 
Foo eor 
r ; 
lele Follow-Up Comment ¢ 
+oeeeeee > 
Jack Benny Special |“Some Like It Hot” was a bell- 


ringer, containing some wonderful 
sight comedy. To have the boys 
work in Crag was a natural. Silvers 
|}and Benny passed the top banana 
role back and forth in a way that 
| was sheer professional, neither 
suffering any demotion from it. 


land band proved good for laughs, 
and Benrus and Greyhound should 
| have been delighted with the 
| risible lead-ins to their commer- 
cials. Les. 





Playhouse 90 
There are some strong perform- 
; ances in “Out of Dust.” Also some 


|costuming, makeup and outdoor | 


settings that give it the smack of 
|the old west. But all the 
springs from an “original drama” 
by Lynn Riggs that is about as 
original as a four-letter word at a 
stag dinner. 


Adapter John Gay helps give it 


fleeting moments of force and con- | 
| viction, but the work was full of | 
missing | 


motivational holes and 
dramatic links. It may have been a 
“western” only in the accepted 


| physical sense of the word, but it | 


| was peopled with characters who 
| would emerge equally doubtful as 
pone parties at a modern beatnik 
bash or an ancient Roman orgy. 

This being the era during which 
|}the “Big Daddy” is fashionable, 


|““Out of Dust” presented a super- | 


| duper version in Charles Bickford, 
|a commanding hulk of a man who 
|rules his three sons with the 
philosophy that “a man can stand 
|a little hate,” and he dishes it out 
| in lethal doses. He pays dearly for 
his outlook when trail boss Fritz 


his tamdem with Silvers as guards| Weaver, aided by Bickford’s own 


of the Royal Palace, although un- 
even, had enough truly rich mo- 
ments to make it altogether worth- 
while. For a capper the dual 
burlesque of “Defiant Ones” and 


foolish goading, does him in with 
a spiritual assist from each of the 
three offspring. When it turns out 
that Weaver's sole motivation was 
(Continued on page 47) 


The Melville story, involving a| 


seemed to have some trouble with | 


ances were Roddy McDowall, with, 


Even the matronly all-girl dixie- | 


effort | 


DAVID KING SHOW 

With Janis Paige; 
music director 

| Producer: Nick Vanoff 

| Director: Grey Lockwood 

| Writers: S. C. Green, R. M. Hills, 

| Mel Tolkin, Mel Brooks 

30 Mins., Wed., 9 p.m. 

| KRAFT 

NBC-TV, from N.Y. (color) 

| (J. Walter Thompson) 
With the demise of the Milton 

Berle Show, British tv comic David 

King is doing summer duty in the 

| Wednesday at 9 “Kraft Music Hall” 

| Slot on NBC-TV until Perry Como 

}moves in this fall. Perhaps with 


Vie Schoen, 





some better material than was 
}evidenced on the premicre eniry, 
it could make for some pleasant 
June-July-August viewing. At least 
it's live and projects a new tv 
personality into the , U.S video 
scene. 


King personally is a relaxed per- 
former, with the ease and natural- 
ness of a seasoned pro (though in 
reality his is a johnny-come-lately 
}career in the medium). He has a 
fairly good singing voice, with un- 
usually fine timing and delivery. 
Unfortunately, what he doesn't 
possess is a distinctive or truly 
“different” quality to make him 
stand apart from a host of other 
comics. At least, if he has these 
qualities they were not apparent 
on the preem show, 
| Having gone to the trouble to 
bring over his British scripters, 
S C. Green and R. M. Hills ‘who 
in turn are gceiting a writing assist 
from a couple of U.S. pros, Mel 
Tolkin and Mel Brooks), King ap- 
parently decided “when in the U.S. 
do as the Yanks do,” thus plunging 
into a subway skit more rominis- 
cent of the early Buddy Hackett 
tv days on the Max Liebman specs. 
Earlier King was more in the Brit- 
ish music hall groove with his 
standup routine on London traffic 


cops, but unfortunately it was all 
a little too obvious. 
| Janis Paige appeared as his 


initial guest, involved in. her own 
production turn and in a duet with 


King. Invariably a _ reliable tv 
trouper, this time out it lacked 
sparkle. 


There's quite a bit of incidental 
production folderol on scenic de- 
signs, a line of girls and a mixed 
chorus uf eight or so. It all seems 
needless. A simpler format con- 
centrating on King and his comedic 
values—which were still elusive on 
the initial outing—would make a 
lot more sense Rose 





SPACE—MAN’S LAST FRONTIER 
With Alistair Cooke, Dr. Arthur 
Kantrowitz, Dr Dona'd R, 
Walker, Dr. James R. Fillian Jr., 
Lt. Gen, Bernard A. Schriever, 
Producer: Robert Saudek Assoc. 
Director: William Graham 
Writer: Andrew Lewis 
60 Mins.: Sun. (24), 5 pan. 
AVCO CORP. 
| NBC-TV (live, film) 
| ‘Benton’ & Bowles) 
| So much has been said since 
Sputnik I about svace and man's 
role in space that it almost seemed 
| as if tv had said for the moment 
} all it had to sav about these sub- 
| jects, but on Sunday (24) afierncon, 
| Robert Saudek mounted a program 
| called “Space—Man’s Last Fron- 
| tier.” which in its very simp icity 
| and composition crytallized and ex- 
| panded the next Great Journey 
Star of the show was the writer 
| Andrew Lewis. His prose, much of 
; whith as delivered bv host-nar- 
| rator Alistair Cooke, \.as thought- 
ful’ and clear. Organization of the 
60-minute program was also excel- 
lent and it can be presumed that 
‘as writer Lewis had a great deal 
to do with this, not discounting, of 
course, the obvious presence of 
Saudek's own fine hand. 

Supported chiefly by Dr. Arthur 
Kantrowitz, a veteran in gas dy- 
namic research and director of the 
Avco Research Laboratory, and to 
a lesser degree by other scientists 
|}and military men, stanza neatly 
| developed the nature and extent 
of the problem of getting man into 
orbit and, more important, getting 
him back to earth again. 

While carefully researched and 
highly literate, the program still 
managed to avoid the excesses of 
pedantry. Program explained man’s 
role, gave a briefer on rocketry, 
space logistics and research on the 
reentry problem. Entwined among 
| the scientific remarks of Cooke 
| and his several “co-narrators,” was 
}an_ interesting less-fiction-and- 
more-science drama, staged by 
Saudek, about that first flight. 

Incidentally, considering this was 
a technological show, there was an 
interesting technological failure on 
some tv sets. When Dr. James R. 
Killian Jr., Eisenhower's special 
assistant for science and _ tech- 


nology, offered a closing statement, 
the sound of his voice was nearly 
obliterated by another sound—a 
buzz, eerie enough to have come 
shooting back to earth from a space 
satellite—or another planet. Art. 
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stars as HERBERT L. MARIS 
the successful corporation 

lawyer who risks his 
reputation and life to see 
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Bureau, covers two markets. 
will be listed. 


included in this Variety chart. 





Factors which would assist distributors, agencies, stations and advertisers in 
determining the effectiveness of a feature show in a specific 
Listed below is such pertinent information regarding 
features as their stars, release year, original production company and the present 
distributor included wherever possible along with the ‘title. Attention should be paid 
to such factors as the time and day, the high and low ratings for the measured 


market have been 


feature period and share of audience, since these factors reflect the effectiveness 
of the feature and audience composition, i.e., a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 
have any children viewers, but its share of audience may reflect dominance in that 
In the cities where stations sell their feature programming on a multi 
stripped basis utilizing the same theatrical throughout the week a total rating for the 
total number of showings for the week is given, the total rating not taking into account 
Barring unscheduled switches in titles the listed features 
theatrical filmed show are as 


time period. 


the duplicated homes factor. 
for the particularly rated 


ascertained. 


V; Y -ARB FEATURE CHART 


Variety's weekly feature chart, based on ratings furnished by American Research 
Each week the 10 top rated features for the tuo markets 


accurate as could be 








CHATTANOOGA 


TOP TEN FEATURE FILMS 


1, “BEWITCHED’— 
Phiilis Thaxter, 
Edmond Gwenn; 
NTA 


1. “EVE OF ST. MARX”— 
Ann Baxter, 
Vincent Price; 
NTA 


1, “IT HAPPENED ONE NIGHT’— 
C. Cobert, 
Clark Gable; 
1934; Screen Gems 


4. “THIRD MAN”’— 
Joseph Cotton, 
Orson Wells; 
NTA 


5. “THE MEN”— 
Marlon Brando, 
Theresa Wright; 
NTA 


6. “THE BEACHCOMBER” — 
Robert Newton, 
Glynis Johns; 
UAA; 1955 


71. “ARMORED ATTACK”"— 
Dana Andrews, 
Ann Baxter; 
NTA 
8. “SINGAPORE” — 
Ava Gardner; 
Screen Gems; 1947 


8. “UNDERCOVER MAN"— 
Glenn Ford; 
Screen Gems; 1949 


10. “GREEN HELL”’— 
Douglas Fairbanks Jr., 
Joan Bennett; 

1940; Screen Gems 


WICHITA 


1. “LADY IN THE LAKE"— 
Robert Montgomery, Lloyd 
Nolan, Jayne Meadows; 
1947; MGM 


2. “CREEPING UNKNOWN”— 
Brian Donlevy, 
Jack Warner; 
1956; UAA 


3. “LADY IN THE LAKE”’— 
Rebert Montgomery, Lloyd 
Nolan, Jayne Meadows; 
1947; MGM 


4. “EAST SIDE OF HEAVEN”’— 
Bing Crosby, 
Joan Biondell: 
1939; Screen Gems 


5. “ACT OF MURDER’— 
Frederic March, 
Ficrence Eldridge; 
1948; Screen Gems 


6. “INDIAN SCOUT’— 
George Montgomery, 
Ellen Drew; 

1950; UAA 


7. “SAHARA”— 
Humphrey Bogart, 
Dan Duryea; 

1943; Screen Gems 


8. “DEAD MAN’S EYES”-— 
Lon Chaney, 
Jean Parker; 
1944; Screen Gems 


%. “THE DARK POST’— 
Lee J. Cobb, 
William Holden; 
1949; Screen Gems 


16. “BANDITS OF CORSICA” 
Richard Greere, Paula 
Raymond, Raymond Burr; 
1953; UAA 


RUN 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Ist Run 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Ist Run 


Ist Run 


Repeat 


Ist Run 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Ist Run 


Repeat 


Repeat 


TIME SLOT 


Early Show 
Thurs. March 12 
5:00-6:00 p.m. 

WDEF-TV 


Early Show 
Tues. March 10 
5:00-6:30 p.m 

WDEF-TV 


Sunday Afternoon 
Movies 
Sun. March 15 
4:00-6:00 p.m. 
WRGP-TV 


Early Show 
Mon. March 9 
5:00-6:30 p.m. 

WDEF-TV 


Early Show 
Wed. March 11 
5:00-6:30 p.m 

WDEF-TV 

Popcorn Theatre 
Sun. March 15 
6:00-7:30 p.m. 

WTVC-TV 

Early Show 
Fri. March 13 
5:00-6:30 p.m 

WDEF-TV 


Sunday Afternoon 
Movies 
Sun. March 15 
2:30-4:00 p.m 
WRGP-TV 


Sunday Afternoon 
Movies 


Sunday Morning Movie 


Sun. March 15 
10:30-12:30 p.m. 
WRGP-TV 


Best of Hollywood 
Sun. March 8 
1:00-3:00 p.m. 

KAKE-TV 


Late Date 
Sat. March 7 
10:30-12:00 p.m 
KTVI-TV 
Best of Hollywood 
Sat. March 7 
10:30-12:45 p.m. 
KAKE-TV 


Nightwatch 
Sun, March 8 
10:30-12:15 p.m. 
KAKE-TV 
Nightwatch 
Wed. March 4 
10:30-12:15 p.m, 
KAKE-TV 


Late Date 
Fri. March 6 
11:00-12:30 p.m 

KTVI-TV 


Nightwatch 
Mon, March 2 
10:30-12:30 p.m, 
KAKE-TV 
Nightwatch 
Tues. March 3 
10:30-12:08 p.m. 
KAKE-TV 
Nightwatch 
Fri. March 6 
10:30-12:15 p.m. 
KAKE-TV 


Adventure Theatre 


Sun. March 8 
1:00-3:00 p.m. 
KTVI-TV 


AVERAGE 
RATING HIGH LOW 
14.3 14.6 14.2 
14.3 14.6 13.8 
143 14.6 13.0 
13.8 14.6 12.6 
3.5 15.5 11.7 
13.1 13.4 12.6 
12.9 13.0 12.6 
11.5 13.8 9.6 
0.6 11.7 7.5 
9.2 10.5 7.1 
146 15.9 13.9 
11.7 13.1 9.0 
8.8 11.4 2.4 
7.5 9.0 6.5 
§.2 6.1 3.3 
5.0 6.9 3.7 
49 6.5 3.3 
4.8 5.3 4.1 
4.1 5.3 2.9 
3.1 3.7 2.4 


STATIONS: WRGP, WTVC, WDEF. SURVEY DATES: MARCH 9-12, 1959. 


STATIONS: KAKE, KTVI, KARD. 


AVERAGE 
SHARE 


34.9 


56.9 


59.3 


39.7 


12.6 


AV. 

TOP COMPETITION STATION RTG, 
Carele | MOOG... wi. i. c acess a 16.6 
a eer ere oy 13.4 
American Bandstand.......... oe ie eee 11.5 
eo reer eer F- 11.3 
Pe NS go cae cauvdewenels WAWG oteceee- 13.2 
Championship Bowling WEEE sccccccs 8.6 
Jungle Jim.......... Tien ea ot hy eee 5.0 
eee TEU ovesenes 7.1 
Amateur Hour........... MEE 45ee00% 10.5 
American Bandstand.......... oo, ee 14.0 
Mickey Mouse Club........... Re andeeaes 11.7 
Bob Brandy Se itaror ain wat EE cascakes 15.5 
eR ee re 15.6 
PN TUMORS civ cwsaceavanvenes WRGP ...000- 17.6 
Meet The Press.. Si Sia eee 11.7 
Twentieth Century... ass ae ascthake 11.9 
Lassie’ . vs gees WE  wwideees 23.8 
Coreme DB Bae. oc cece cans i. a ae 11.2 
Pix for Sunday Afternoon— 

“Treasure Island”........... WDEF 5.7 
Championship Bowling WDEF 7.9 
Sunday Cinema— 

“Silver River” aoe 4aees wok 5.4 
Pix for Sunday Afternoon— 

“Treasure telend” ...........00%. MEE 48s0aned 54 
Look Up and Live.. i. eee 04 
Herald of Truth.. . Se aS 
Camera 3 Sore SEE 0.4 
Bishop Pike..... WSU Stcaxene 0.8 
Sacret Heart...... WE @eassdse 0.8 


SURVEY DATES: MARCH 2-8, 1959. 


Adventure Theatre... 24 BP eee 3.7 
NBA Basketball..... 2 ae 9.1 
Best of Hollywood— 

“Lady in the Lake”........ 2). eee 83 

; \ 
Late Date-- 

“Creeping Unknown” +g) a -e 11.7 
+ KARD -cseccee. BB 
Late Date— 

“Confirm or Deny”........ MOVE cass soo ae 
Jack Paar Show De atetnses 6.1 
Jack Paar Show KARD 10.9 
Jack Paar Show eee 8.2 
Jack Paar Show ; SE ak iw ewan 6.6 
Jack Paar Show.. 8 ee 10.9 
Best of Hollywood— 

“Tey ta the: Lake”. ......; KARR .. céixsx 148 
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Foreign TV Reviews | 





pleasant character within 
framework of a holding yarn. 
Fred Curtis 


ture. Fred has a wild notion on 
hearing that J, G. Henderson | 
(Peter Dyneley) is in town and 
wants to switch the account for 
his cure-all pill—namely, and sim- 
ply, why shouldn't the $200,000 
involved come the way of his out- 
fit? Fred impresses J. G. with his 
lying and scheming largely be- 


cause J. G. is just about the best 


in that field himself, and victory 
is his. But by now Fred wants to 
get dire personal advancement 


and starts shopping his directors 
His ultimate betrayal 


one by one 
is to sell 
J. G. 

The 
sured 
Scenes which, 
istered were 

A 


out his girl-friend 


treatment, incisive and 


particular, 
bringing 


in 
those 


here Ian Bannen, excellent 
throughout in conveying the neu- 
rotic Fred, and Peter Dyneley as 


the shrewd 
came up with fireworks. 
Jack Headley, 


too, with 


the 


(lan Bannen) is the 
upboring worm: business manager 
in an insignificant agency run by 
three directors as a parttime ven- 


as- 
didn’t let up for an instant. 
reg- 
the 
two birds‘of-a-feather face to face: 


amoral tycoon really 
Support- 
ing roles were admirably essayed, 
Charles 
Gray and Maxwell Shaw taking 











A REAL 
“DUTCH TREAT"... 


| HEINEKEN’S | 


BREWED HOLLAND 





aon 
Heineken’ 


HOLLAND BEER 


Gen. U.S. importers: VAN MUNCHING @ CO., 4NC. 
New York, Chicago, Beverly Hitis, Miami 




















THE 
NOTEWORTHIES 


Jimmy Dean Show, CBS-TV 
Singing Jingles 
Mgmt. ROMAR ENT. PL 7-5980 




















A NICE WEEK-END HOBBY 


8 room modern house with 12 acre 
“income” apple orchard, on new 
county road, vicinity of Pougheepsie, 
New York, two minutes to Taconic 
Parkway, (75 miles to New York City 
line). High elevation, beautiful pano- 
ramic view, excellent roads. Also for 
sale (adjoining) 103 acre modern dairy 
farm (suitable for beef cattie) and 106 
acre apple orchard. A first-rate real 
estate investment. Terms. For further 
details and views. Box V-75, Variety 
154 W. 46th St.. New York 36. 











the palms. Setting of 


ecutive suite were tops. Erni. 


\WHACK-O! 


ert O’Leary, Jimmy Ray, 
Needs, Gerald Case, Mary 
nett, Michael Brennan, 
Braunton, John Heller, 
Woodbridge, Henry Longhurst 
Producer: Douglas Moodie 


Writers: Frank Muir, Denis Norden 


50 Mins., Tues., 7:30 p.m. 
BBC-TV, from London 
Sticking to an 
mula, namely presenting top comi 
Jimmy Edwards in situations that 
exploit 


established f 


his extravagant delivery 


and talent for the absurd, this new 
skein of “weekly school report 

dea.s as before with the misad- 
ventures of the headmaster of a 


seat of learning—-or maybe back- 
side of learning fits the joint bet- 
ter. It has established faults and 
virtues, the former taking in some 
puerility and the latter residing 
happily and dominantly in ridicu- 
lousness of characterization and 
content, 

Item under review had “Profes- 
sor” Jimmy Edwards scheming to 
prevent the building of a factory 
on ihe school playing fields, even 
invelving his staff and pupils in 
some Baron Frankestein malarkey 
—to find in the payoff, of calamity 
that he’s succeeded in stopping the 

tion of a brewery. All in the 
cast pitched in with a will, while 
production was smooth Erni 


—_ 


~ Foreign TV Followup 
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Val Parnell's Sunday Nighi 

American voices gave standout 
| quality to this May 17 edition of 
| the Sunday night Associated Tele: 
| vision family show, meaning that 
| both Patrice Munse! and the Mills 
| Bros. were tops in their differing 
; ways. Miss Munsel sang ‘Softly 
|As In A Morning Sunrise,” a bit 
|from Menotti’s “The Telephone” 
|} and “One Fine Day” and was terrif 
But the brothers showed just as 
}much authority and command of 
| technique, and came up with just 
| as much entertainment value, with 
| ‘Basin Street Blues,” “Paper Dol!” 
{and other established hits of yore 
' $§trong-armed acrobatic fooling 
{from The Spencers, versatile 
|clowning from Mike and Bernie 


'} Winters, and the I'm-one-of-the- 


family type interlinking of Bruce 
Forsyth provided the bulk of the 
backing. Not to overlook the com- 
petent hoofing of the London Pal- 
ladium Boys and Girls and the 
ditto playing of Cyril Ornadel and 
the London Palladium Orchestra 
The “Beat The Clock” section 
didn’t go off as smoothly as always, 
but life seemed to go on unaltered 
regardless. Production was as 
okay as ever. Erni. 





Chelsea At Nine 
With the talent it grabbed for 
this (20) edition of its vaude show, 
Granada-TV could hardly have 
gone wrong. It didn’t. Ella Fitz- 
gerald topped the bill, sang three 


numbers, and properly left the 
customers wanting more Also 
high on the list were Carmen 


Amaye, foot-pounding furiously to 
that insistent hand-clapping, and 
Charlie Manna whv was immense 
with his offbeat patter and his 
Only criticism that night be lev- 
elled is, that the Amaya Spanish 
dance was too long for this par- 
ticular show. 

Unexpected hit was Dora Bryan 
—unexpected, because she stepped 
right out of her customary dumb 
dame line to act literally dumb in 
a ballet scene which was a riot 


came over njcely, supplying that 
touch of desirable nostalgia as the 
nightwatchman in a deserted thea- 
tre recalling the past, while Marais 
and Miranda proved to be not so 
strictly for squares as might have | 
appeared from the announcement 
that they'd sing South African folk 
songs. 

Whole program moved swift and 
sure, with Bernard Braden making 
a good interlinker and with the 
Carmen Amaya dancers offering an 
energetic flamenco instead of the 
customary boys-and-girls produc- 
tion number. 
his Orchestra backed proficiently. | 











Erni. | 


cluttered 
| Smalltime office and spacious ex- 


| With Jimmy Edwards, Arthur How- 
ard, Edwin Apps, John Forbes- 
Robertson, Frank Raymond, Rob- 
Derek 
His- 
Nan | 
George 


of absurdity. Comedian Ron Moody | 


Peter Knight and /ductions deals on all three prop- 


Doris Storm’s Comeback 

Doris Storm, former tv spokes- 
man for Consolidated Edison in 
N. Y., is on a comeback. Before 
being injured in an auto accident 
about 18 months ago, she appeared 
on over 790 live programs for 
ConEd over WPIX and made nu- 
merous film commercials for other 
| sponsors. 


Now returned to radio-tv activ-| 


ity, Miss Storm is being handled 
by agent Maggie Garber. 











Tele Followups 


=e Continued from pace 3 See 


_—_—— 
the money for the “old shark's” 
cattle, the impact of the whole 
shebang collapses. Just why he 


makes the murder so complicated 
by inviting three doubtful weak- 
lings to join him in the crime is an 
entirely inexplicable question 
mark. And so is the reaction of 
youngest and most decent son Dick 
York who is immediately, and then 
persistently, off to the authorities 
to turn the whole clan in, despite 
the fact that Weaver is murdered 
that the whole family pleads with 
him to drop his stoo!-pigeon stance 
and pay instead with his con- 
science, and that he has a life with 
Gloria Talbott to live for 

Uta Hagen had a brilliant scene 
with York, and delivered an ex- 
ceptionally* fine performance in 
the midst of all this melodramatic 
gruel. Weaver was the personifica- 
tion of all that is evil, in a partic- 
ularly incisive portrayal. Martin 
Landau was memorable in some- 
what lesser role. Good work was 
contriduted by York. Miss Talbott 
and Wayne Morris. Bickford, 
fortunately, was the victim of 
type-casting. He has been playing 


the hardbitten cattle baron in mo- | 


tion pictures for so many years 
that he seemed to be doing it 
mechanically in “Out of Dust.” 
Ralph Nelson's direction was 
slipshod in its timing in one or two 


instances, but he got far more out | 
camera than this | 


of the cast and 
all-taped effort was worth 
Tube. 








Philly 


Continued from page 28 


a 
which Carter used on your show 
nad been used by him many months 
before on the Perry Como show. 
I refer specifically to the ‘sleepy 
town’ gag. 

“As you know, this city no long- 
er is willing to accept the aged, | 
hackneyed jokes which are attrib- 
uted to it. No longer are we corrupt | 
and contented, but in reality we} 
are considered one of the most 
aggressive, progressive cities in the 
world. And while we realize that 
our city is a not wide-open hard- 
drinking place Sunday, anyone 
wishing to plan a full, eventful day 
here can find enough to do and see 
without putting all the accent on 
the beverage. | 

“I certainly hope that through 
your good offices you will attempt 
to straighten out Mr. Carter and 
others like him who rely on old 
material to get a few laughs.” 


WLOL 


Continued from page 30 




















agents in the park and they tele- 
phoned play-by-play of each inning 
back to the station. However, be- 
ore the game's finish, Jones, who 
claimed “the station was stealing 
our property,” ejected the WLOL 
men from the park. | 

The Minneapolis club is said to! 
receive $15,000 from WLOL for the | 
breadcasting rights. It also is re- 
ported to net $1,500 per game from | 
telecasts of its Saturday afternoon | 
home games by WCCO-TV. The 
Boston American league team owns | 
the local franchise. 











Friedberg: 


=a Continued from page 29 





partnered. It’s a half-hour situa- 
tion comedy series called “The 
Richest Man In The World,” which 
will star Ewell. It was created by 
Friedberg. Ewell is scheduled to 
go into the “Gazebo” legiter for its 
road tour and upon its conclusion 
he'll roll the pilot on “Richest 
Man” on the Coast either in 
December or January. 


The Friedberg-Bonnaker Pro- 


erties were set via the Frank 
Cooper office. 





un- | 


{ 













| 
| 
| 





THANKS 


Mohali 


AND ALL THOSE 
WHOSE ARTISTRY THRILLED 


LARGEST 








EVER TO 
GATHER 
UNDER 


ONE 
ROOF 


AT A 
GOSPEL 
AND 
SPIRITUAL 
MUSIC 
PROGRAM 


GOSPEL SINGERS 
IN 5%4-HOUR FRTE 


Mahalia Jackson in Program 
With Fourteen Groups at 
Madison Square Garden 


—- 



























Madison Square Garden, thely 
afters of which have echoed to'¢ 
the roars of wild animals, the } 
yells of basketbail cheerleaders : 
and, more recently, the elegant 
strains of ballet music, = 
filled yesterday with the soun . 
of gospel singing. 


Mahalia Jackson and fourteen: 


‘ manana from many 
ainging § groups " eared 
parts of the country — the 


*hat was planned 
First Annual Gospel, Spiritual 
and Folk Music Festival, Up to 
10,000 persons clapped Gas 
hands, sang along and aor" 
encouragement to the five-anc “| 
one-half-hour parade of gospel) 
ingers and choirs. 
w"The performers appeared in | 
variety of brightly —_ — 
notlights to delive 
oo ee nearly all of which| 
igious themes, The music) 
ayy between spirituals,| 
barbershop quartets and Tous: | 
ing, old-time jazz, The beat was 
kept by tapping feet, clapping 
hands and bouncing shoulders. 
There were three choral 
groups, the Morgan State Col- 
ege Choir of 
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in a police station 
AS IT WAS | 14 
NEVER SHOWN (a 
BEFORE! i 


: 39 boldly filmed a le 
aay episodes...available i | 
for first run 
syndication 


Police Statio 


True, searing stories of people 

from every walk of life... suddenly 
and shockingly caught in the glaring 
Spotlight of PoLice STATION, Viewers 
see for the first time the grim 

reality of the last stop for the 
Criminal. PoLice sTATION reveals 

the desperation of men and women 
caught in crime. They meet at crime's 
Inevitable cross-road POLICE STATION. dif 
A Sandy Howard Production, 
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8 OFFICIAL FILMS, INC. 


FSA 25 West 45th Street 
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ABC's ‘Just-For-You Closed-TV 
Pitch Into Sponsor's Board Room 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Television’s technological ad- 
vances have stimulated new selling 


techniques by the networks, latest 
of which is a sales presentation 
operation initiated by ABC-TV 
permitting closed-cireuiting of an 


elaborate presentation right into a 


potential sponsor's board of di- 
rectors ro 

The network has already made 
a couple such presentations in- 
volving Warner Bros. executive 


producer Bill Orr, and is preparing 


one with 20th-Fox Television boss | 


Martin Manulis 
presentation will 


In the latter case, 
involve “Adven- 
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CANNONBAL 
RATES 

KUDOS 
~ GENERA 
PETROLEU 


“CAN NONBALL 


even greater 


success than 
anticipated. 


Most 
to Gener 


It 


iportant 
al 

i Petroleum Dealers 
in the 

Phoenix area, 
CANNONBALL 
able.” 


is promot 


CE 
Cy. 


vr 





INDEPENDENT 
TELEVISION 
CORPORATION 
488 Madison Ave. New York 22 
Telephone « Plaza 5-2100 











ARE YOU UP A 
BLIND ALLEY? 
Do you like people? Do yeu want 


a career with no slack periods? 
Large life insurance company offers 
selling career to those qualified— 
excelient training — financing to 
meet budget requirements — Pen- 
sion, other fringe benefits — pre- 
vious selling experience not re- 
quired — latest antitude testing 
methods. Te!.: MU 7-0200 for ap- 
pointment. 











tures in Paradise,” while Orr is 
pitching “The Alaskans” and 
“Bourbon Street Beat.” Each pres- 
entation has the producer making 
a taped pitch for the show, with 
| integrated film from the pilot or 
initial episodes woven in. 

The network then buys long line 
| circuits from American Telephone 
| & Telegraph from Chicago to its 
| affiliate in the town where the 
| potential sponsor headquarters. Af- 
| filiate arranges local loops right 
into the advertiser's board room. 
There, an ABC sales rep appears 
in person to introduce the pitch, 
then the television set is turned 
on and the closed-circuit, sponsor- 
tailored presentation is aired. 

Presumably, the board then 
makes its decision whether to buy 
the series or to look elsewhere, 
with the ABC rep on hand for the 
contractual wrapup in an affirma- 
tive decision. Hedging its bets, the 
network has prepared generic 
openings on the presentations as 
well as specific openings using the 
sponsor’s name and symbols. If the 
specific sponsor passes the show 
up, presentation can be used again 
for someone else. 

Network is using this technique 
for last-stage negotiations on ma- 
jor properties. Most such buys re- 
quire board of directors approval 
today, since they involve millions 
of dollars in expenditures. Through 
tape and the available phone lines, 
ABC is taking the decision right 
to the directors in a “just-for-you” 
type of package. 





—_———— 


NTA Global Setup 


=a Continued from page 38 











—_— 
to be opened further to American 
product. 

New channels are in the offing 


in France and England, Goldman 
reported, and tv is booming in 
West Germany. Latter market was 
seen as expanding to the im- 
portance of the current English 
market. 


The dearth of American product 
in some Continental markets is il- 
lustrated by France which, accord- 
ing to Goldman, in a year’s period 
|only played five American telefilm 
|series. As to foreign tastes, he 

said that with the exception of 
‘Britain, other Continental markets 
don't like westerns, shoot-em-ups 
or other varieties depending on 
{blood and violence. Bif yen in 
those markets was said to be family 
situation and children series. 

| Over 200 U. S. stations, accord- 
ing to Goldman, have expressed 
|}an interest to play NTA’s half- 
, hour film of Cannes festival high- 
lights. Film is being offered free 
jto stations as a goodwill gesture. 
| NTA had a big pitch at Cannes to 
acquaint foreign producers with 
|U. S. telefilm needs. Goldman 
| said that co-productions envisioned 
| by NTA would be tailored to meet 
; the demands of the U. S. market. 

NTA has a deal with French pro- 
ducer Paul Graetz to handle the- 
atrical and ty distribution of his 
pix in the U. S. First new pix to 
come under the deal is “Women 
Are Weak,” to premiere at the 
Paris Theatre. 


i ateeteneatine ane 


Continued from page 31 














it’s felt that NABET’s chances of 


which resulted in several revised 
contract clauses, NBC has low- 
ered the number of jobs to be han- 
dled by NABET men. For instance, 
rank-and-filers reported that the 
web eliminated the NABET men 
who adjusted lavalier (or neck 
mikes) for talent. Also removed 
from NABET purview was rear- 
screen projection on some tv stan- 
zas. These jobs were traditionally 
handled by NABETans. 

Network would not confirm such 
measures had been taken. 


Fear in these cases is not that 
NBC will actually fire the projec- 
tionists or mike handlers but that 
these men will be utilized in other 
network areas, which in turn low- 
ers the overtime opportunities 





| open to NABET employees. 


winning them over would have 
been better. 
Since NABET's capitulation, 


For 
a long time before the unsuccessful 
strike, NABET was angling to gain 

| a position wherein it could prom- 
|ise NBC a decrease in overtime 
work for a return guarantee that 
a substantial number of jobs would 
|be maintained on a regular work 
week. 

Whether NABET can still do 
this, or take other measures it feels 
necessary to stop automation from 
lowering job openings, remains to 
be seen. 

Even as it has taken certain 
jobs at least temporarily out of 
NA.BET’s hands, the network still 
appears cautious about creating 
undue friction over the whole mat- 
ter by rubbing the fact in. Union 
and network are in the process of 


working out a new modus vivendi 
on the basis of the revised con- 
tract There has evidently been 


some quibbling on the meaning of 
the new clauses, and the union 
hopes to maintain a position of 
strength through further post-con- 
tract bargaining 

NBC won the sole right to deter- 
mine methods of operation and to 
make work assignment It was 
apparently this new clause that 
gave NBC the power to take away 
jobs like rear-screen projection 
and lavalier mikes 

For the first time, NBC also has 
the right to fire or discipline any 
rank-and-filer who refuses to fol- 
low the instructions of supervisory 
help. This, too, deprives NABET 
of certain extension in bargaining 
against automation. 

(Incidentally, the union and NBC 
agreed to change the words to “re- 
fuses to follow” from “fails to fol- 
low.” Vritten initially, wording 
obviously would have led to con- 
stant squabbling as to the mean- 
ing of “fails.” “Refuses” is no easy 
word to define in a labor-manage- 
ment session on semantics but it 
is held to be one on which quicker 
meeting of the minds might occur.) 














Goodson-T odman 


Continued from page 31 


— — 
and “To Tell the Truth” are in 
their fourth years 

And under close investigation 


“The place was crawling with net- 
work accountants and Pinkertons’’) 


G-T weathered the quiz-fix hard 
times without a breath of scandal 

In building shows with long 
term appeal, G-T takes few 


chances. They once sold a quizzer 
called “Number Please” to CBS for 
26 weeks at $30,000 a week (total: 
$780,000 In the final shapeup, 
they became uncertain about the 
show’s success, requested and got a 
contract cancellation. Shows are 
often rehearsed, with paid con- 
testants, for more than a year be- 
fore they're presented for sale. 








With the saturation point about 
reached on game shdws, the pro- 
duction team is on the move in 
other directims. Two of the three 
recent network sales are film 
shows, an oater, “The Rebel” and 


the private-eye series, “Philip Mar- 
lowe,” both to ABC. A pilot for 
the latter was originally financed 
by CBS. But G-T was disatisfied 
with results and kept it under 
wraps. The net relinquished rights 
and production went to California 
National Productions, the NBC film 
subsid 

G-T is currently interested in at- 
tracting outside ‘film packagers 
with the idea of helping in the de- 
velopment of series and handling 
the sale. 

Arrangement on “The Rebel” is 
an indication of what G-T is look- 
ing f Producer is Andy Fenady, 
an independent operator who made 
the feature-film sleeper “Stake Out 
on Dope Street.” which had solid 
production credits despite a budget 
of less than $25,000 

Actually G-T got into film pro- 
duction about four years ago with 
Screen Gems, but without the 
marked success experienced with 
the firm’s staple, live game shows. 
The Screen Gems efforts, “The 
Web” and “Jefferson Drum” are 
now up for syndication 
| Besides the move to film, the 
producers are now testing a game 
promotion for supermarkets, “The 
Word a Week Game.” in Acme 
stores at Johnstown, Pa. They’ll 
|expand to department stores if the 
promotion is a success 


yr 


And just as a sideline, the part- 
ners two years ato bought controll- 
ing interest in the Pawtucket 
Times. This adds 40,000 reading 


families to the 100,000,000 viewing 
families t ll be part of the 
Goodson-Todman fold come fall. 


hat wi 


| Inside Stuff—Radio-TY 


George I. Bloom, Pennsylvania's Republican National Committee- 
man, has been named chairman of the subcommittee which will han- 
dle all arrangements for radio, television and motion pictures cover- 
age of the 1960 GOP National Convention in Chicago starting July 25. 

Announcing the appointment Sunday (24), GOP National Chairman 
Thurston F. Morton (R-Ky.) also named Mrs. John B. Cooley (N.D.), 
Marvin Mostellar (Ala.), Mrs. Robert C. Reeve (Alaska) and D. Eldred 


Rinehart (Md.), all national committee members, to serve on the sub- 
committee with Bloom 
Designated chairman of the subcommittee handling arrangements 


for press, periodicals and still photos was Rep. Clarence J. Brown 
R-Ohio) who served in same post at the last GOP convention 

New York Herald Tribune station WVOX, New Rochelle, N.Y., has 
thrown its facilities behind the launching of a new urban redevelop- 
ment program for the town. WVOX plans to have a helicopter flying 
overhead with a loudspeaker promot ng the project. An hour docu- 
mentary written and narrated by Dennis James will be broadcast Sun- 
day (31). Other station activities include a high school contest, spot 
pitches by civic leaders and special broadcasts by city officials. 

Miriam Wolff, veteran New York radio-television actress, who start- 
ed as a child with the Nila Mack-produced “Let's Pretend” and played 











it some 20 years, has been acting in Canada for past couple of years. 
She has now married a Toronto designer, John Forrest MacKay Ross. 
NN _ —— $$ —$$————s +> 

more __ traditionally commercial 

Stall, Stall, Stall stanzas, he said 

cme: Continued from guage 3° acme In Europe, Mickelson attended 
— ——== the Stockholm convention of the 
moval of royalty exemption en- European Broadcasting Union, 
joyed by jukebox operators. Judici- where he said he worked out a 


ary subcommittee hearings on 
House bill by Rep. Emanuel Celler 
D-N.Y.) have been postponed until 
June 10. Senate Copyright Sub- 
committee has not even met to 
lecide about hearings on com- 
panion bill by Sen, Joseph C 
O'Mahoney (D-Wyo 
Pictures—Allied States 


two-way arrangement with foreign 
telecasters for an exchange of 
video news coverage. 











Motion 
Assn. continues to pressure Senate 
Antitrust Subcommittee headed by 
Sen. Estes Kefauver (D-Tenn.) for 
a showcase investigation of ex- 
hibitor about Justice 
Dept. enforcement of Paramount 
decrees. But the Kefauver group 
is too wound up with other matters 

Spectrum—Legislation to set up 
a special commission to study use 
of the radio-tv spectrum won't be 
pushed in light of Administration’s 
pian to have FCC and Office of 
Civil and Defense Mobilization 
conduct the long-range inquiry. 
Senate Commerce Committee has 
still set no date for hearing FCC's 
report on tv allocations. Rep. Oren 
Harris’ House Communications 
Subcommittee, keeeping close tab 
on FCC-OCDN Study will listen to 


complaints 














a panel discussion of spectrum 
problems by technical experts June DOUG ANDERSON 
8 and 9 . 

Taxes—A flock of bills to strike 
or reduce the cabaret tax are still | 20#g does everything. Actor, Magi- 
hanging. Rep. Frank Thompson Jr. cion, puppeteer, cartoonist, Ven- 


has a measure which would cut the 
cabaret le n haif, exempt the 
first $2 of admission price to events 
consisting primarily of live per- 
formances and authorize a congres- 
sional probe of tax and employ- 
ment losses resulting from overseas 
picture making by!U.S. producers 
No action is expected on these until 
next year when a general tax re- 
vision bill may be pushed. 

Television Investigations — Sen- 
Commerce Committee is way 
n»ehind schedule because of the 
time-consuming hearings on Lewis 
L. Strauss’ nominatiecn as Com- 
merce Secretary. Its tv rating hear- 
ings are in the indefinite future, as 
is House Small Business Subcom- 
mittee’s tv advertising probe. 

Television Legislation—Only ac- 
tion so far has been on $51,000,000 
measure to help build educational 
tv facilities. This has passed the 
Senate and House hearings have 
been held. If it passes in present 
shape, a veto is likely. Bills au- 
thorizing VHF booster operations 
and placing limits on community 
antenna systems will get hearings 
before Senate Commerce Coiamit- 
tee late in June | 

Sports Telecasts—Neither Sen- 
ate nor House Antitrust Subcom- 
mittees have gotten around to 
scheduling hearings for rival bills 
on antitrust status of professional 
sports, including broadcasting 
agreements 


triloquist and one of the truly great 
children's entertainers of our time. 
Currently seen on WNTA-TV Mon- 
doys thru Fridays, 12 N-1 P.M. 
es “THE MAGIC CLOWN." 


vy 1 


For any type Television Booking 
Phone Pioneer 7-5761 
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Musical Director 


“"HAGGIS 
BAGGIS" 


NBC-TY 
































Mickelson 


Continued from page 30 


ee 
the “director” of a camera-and- 
sound team, where previously he 
worried only about his words and 
his mellifluous tones and left the 
technical men to go their separate 
way on a story roundup. 

Mickelson figures that the swing 
for his boys to nighttime will do 
far more than perhaps allay the 
Washington watchdogs — If the 
plan isn’t embraced directly by | 
sponsors, it still leads to the kind 
of “corporate image” that helps 
| the commercial department sell its | 





Mgt. Williom Morris Agency 
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3 West Gist St. N.Y.C.- Tel. PL. 7-S800 
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NBC TELEVISION FILMS-A DIVISIC.. OF 


He’s Joe Friday. On CNP’s BADGE 714. He works 
only for you, in your market, starting this Fall. 


ALIFORNIA NATIONAL PRODUCTIONS, INC, 
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Hubbard On New Channels: ‘We Took 
The Gamble, Others Want Spoils 


Minneapolis, May 26. 

Present “agitation” in certain 
quarters and pressure planned or 
already being brought to bear on 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission for the issuance of more 
television stations’ licenses via ad- 
ditional channels undoubtedly rep- 
resent in many instances the ef- 





forts of Johnnys-come- lately to 
move in belatedly on video and 
partake of what they consider a 
financial 
cooking has been done. 

Such is the view of Stanley E. 
Hubbard, president-general man- 
ager of local KSTP-TV (NBC affili- 
ate), one of the nation’s largest and 


most successful tv stations and op- | 


erations, who also has other tv and 
radio interests, 

Hubbard protests vigorously 
against the current “cunning prop- 
aganda” designed to create the 
impression more tv stations are 

ST 


SUR 
E-FI 
RE 














corporations and 





says John Guider, Pres. & Gen. Mgr. 


POLAND SPRINGS, ME. 


The Warner Bros. library is 
sure-fire. These are films 
you can program dozens of | 
different ways, and come up 
with a top rating every time. 
According to Mr. John 
Guider 

“Last year we bought half the 
Warner Bros. library. The re- 
sults were completely satis- 
factory—both as fo ratings and 


just came back and bought 
the remaining half despite the 
fact that we already had the | 
three other complete major 
packages. Those Warner Bros. 
features have certainly proved 
a real good buy.” 

Warner Bros. features offer 
big name stars, great pic- 
tures. Many stations run 


}eame a 
| gamble that 
| somely. 
loceupies two city blocks 


| 
| 





) by Twin Cities’ 
to sponsor reactions. So we |T 
| tional Telefilm 





these films in several time 
slots, morning, afternoon 
and night. It’s a smart way 
to put the whammy on com- 
petition, and profitable, too. 


U.€1.C.. 


UNITED ARTISTS ASSOCIATED, 1c. 


NEW YORK, 345 Madison Ave., MUrray Hill 6-2323 
CHICAGO, 75 E. Wacker Dr., DEarborn 2-2030 
DALLAS, 1511 Bryan St, Riverside 7-8553 

(LOS ANGELES, 9110 Sunset Blvd., CRestview 6-5886 


Rental Fire Island 


Ocean BSeach—Beautiful home, private 
beach end docking on bay front. Liv- 
ing room, library, studio. § bedrooms, 
3 baths. Modern with all city comforts. 
Phone Evenings YO 5-3914 for 
further information or eppointment. 
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“needed.” As a matter of fact, 
video stations’ competition now is 
practically “about all the traffi 
will bear,” he insists. 

“Back in 1945,” Hubbard recalls 
“any good and financially able citi- 
zen could have acquired a FCC ty 
station license and channel for a 
three-cent postage stamp. These 
licenses practically went a begging 
But now, at this date, these same 
financiers, who sat back and al- 


feast—this after al! the! lowed the other fellow to take the 


gamble, want to horn in on video's 
success. 

“These would-be 11th-hour 
terlopers with their vast financial 
resources are preparing to step in 
to take the audiences away from 
the pioneers in the business and I 
believe it develops upon the gov- 
ernment to protect such pioneers 
from what would be the utmost in 
unfairness. 

“From every standpoint it’s very 
expensive getting into tv. Only 
individuals with 
great amounts of money can entér 


the field and also shoulder the 
probable large initial operating 
losses. 


“It’s generally known that in 
many markets there already are 
too many competing tv stations. 
With just so many tv advertising 
dollars to spread around everybodys 
suffers when they're spread too 
thin. 

“The old savirg that all 
gold that glitters holds as true 
today as ~ver. I'll wager that the 
public would be surprised to learn 
how many tv stations throughout 
the country are operating in the 
red. 

“Something is owed by the gov- 
ernment in the way of protection 
for those who gambled with every 
cent that they had when video w:s 
born and in its infancy and there 
was no certainty whatever as to 
financial future and who today are 
trying to do a good job. The pro- 
tection is needed against big. well- 
heeled corporations and individu- 
als now seeking to invade this 


isn't 


| field.” 


WMTW-TV. 


KSTP was the Twin Cities’ first 
tv station. Hubbard took a full 
plunge into video during its very 
birth throes, investing heavily in 
equipment long before video be- 
lusty baby. It was a-big 
has paid off hand- 
KSTP radio and tv today 
and, sa 
Hubbard, in physical plant alone 
represents a $4,900,000 investment 
Among other things, its huge news 
department employs 46  persor 
and boasts four airplanes, among 
them a new B25. More than 200 
people are employed by the sta- 
tions fulltime. Hubbard claims for 
KSTP-TV the rank of top station 
in this market for adult listeners 

Other Twin Cities’ tv stations 
are WCCO (CBS), largely owned 
daily newspapers; 
Time-Life’s WTCN (ABC) and Na- 
Associate’s KMSP 


Mpls. KSTP Claims It’s 
Getting Bad Shake From 
Station 90 Miles Away 


Minneapolis, May 26 
will be resumed this 





Hearing 
week by federal district cour 
Judge E. J. Devitt in the suit 
brought by Twin Cities’ KSTP for 
continuation of a temporary in- 
junction to restrain KROC, Roch- 
Minn, from “atten to 
monopolize” NBC network shows 
in the latters’ area. 

Plaintiff's complaint 
KSTP and KROC are 
competition since KSTP can be re- 
ceived in the Rochester area, 90 
miles distant from the Twin Cities, 
depending on location of the re- 
ceiver and the type of antenna 

KSTP alleges that after 


yting 


alleges 
in direct 


the 


Rochester common council granted | 


to Rochester Video Inc., a non-ex- 
clusive franchise to erect and op- 
erate a community antenna sys- 
tem to permit Rochester residents 
to receive distant stations, KROC 


“in an attempt to monopolize NBC | 


network shows demanded that 
none of these KSTP broadcasts be 
carried on the antenna system.” 
As a result of this demand, it’s 
charged, Video hasn't carried any 
KSTP broadcasts as yet. The suit 
was brought because the Twin 
Cities’ station wishes to have rep- 


‘resentation on Video. 


in-| 


| ture is 


| reports 








Argentine TV 


Continued from page 30 


— —s 
purchase by legislators of a “Pa- 
jaro Blanco” (White Bird) ranch 


This matter is now under Congres- 
sional investigation 
The censors used the same tac- 
tics as under the Peron regime, 
basing their ban on alleged breach- 
es of the regulations. The result- 
outcry brought the resigna- 
tions of the Committee set up by 
Frondizi to “administrate” the 
radio and tv outlets, pending Con- 
gressional approval of a radio and 
tv law, and award of concessions 
to private owners, 
If and when Congress does 
vn to debating this law, politi- 
sparks are bound to fly. It's 
the Government will try 
and defer the day. Meantime, his 
Commission was working hard to 
keep opposition voices off the air- 


t 
ant 


get 
do 
cal 
believed 


waves under a thin travesty of 
impartiality. A first typically bu- 
reaucratic move was an order to 


all outlets that before any expendi- 
incurred above a 20,000 
peso value, public tenders must be 
issued. Program managers quer- 
ied whether this means issuing 
tenders before top talent may be} 
booked for a 30-minute program. 

Since the overthrow of Peron in 
1955, 
ing for a good free-enterprise sys- 
tem, and the new appointments 


only disgruntle them further, espe- | 


the State constantly 
the heads of compe- 
who could do an 


cially as 
passes over 
tent radio men, 
efficient job. 

Following this train of thought, 
30 delegates from 15 countries 
gathered in the International Fed- 
eration of TV and Film Authors at 
the Cannes Film Festival, cabled 
Pres. Frondizi, reminding him of 
a motion approved at the 1957 
Hamburg Congress of Authors, 
recommending that only men with 
good radio and TV backgrounds be 
appointed to direct radio and TV 
outlets. This resolution was trans- 
mitted to the President through 
film-scripter Sixto Pondal Rios, as 
President of the Argentine Au- 
thors’ Society 

Television 

Father Hector Norberto Grandi- 
netti, promoter of DICON TV S.A., 
is now back from a TV survey in 
Europe, and hopes to have his new 
tv channel operating by end-year 
His Board has Norman Pentreath 


President, with Aristides Coll, 


Jose Leon Grandinetti as directors, 
and Engineers Hector Schweizers 
and ing te Gualdi as technical ad- 
vi s. Father Grandinetti has a 
pI se from Bing Crosby to at- 
t ad the inauguration of his 
c anne! 

Cuba’s Goar Mestre is deter- 

ined to be ready to get going 
once tv channels are given out, and 
has set up Producciones Argen- 


tinas de Television S.A., with Os- 
car Luis Massa as his commercial 
manager, using the old EFA film 
studios as headquarters Until 
channels are available, this outfit 
will package tv programs for spon- 
sors 


The Association of Argentine TV 





set Manufac' turers are protesting 
| Cove! n inertia in get- 
on with development of tv, 

lich places Argentina way be- 


hind her neighbors in this medium 


There are now 20 tv set manufac- 
turers, with a capital of some 
$6.250.000. In 1958 they produced 


around 100,000 sets, 
$12,500,000 in taxes. Were it not 
for import gimmicks, they could 
have produced 175,000 sets. Gov- 
ernment import surcharges are 
making sets more than ever costly 
and beyond local pockets. A local 

must pay out 20 times his 
wage to buy a set, compared to two 
veeks’ wages for an American 


worker, 


and paid some 





Chi WGN 


=m Continued from page 30 


its aids to driving are highly spon- 


sorable, which is not surprising in 


view of their compatibility with 
automotive bankrollers, such as 
General Motors, all of which are 
underwriting short motorist pro- 
grams or spot messages this year. 


But household products are getting 
into the act as well 

There’s a waiting list for the 
morning and evening rush hour 
from the station’s rented 
helicopter. Murine is underwriting 
six five-minute highway reports 
from an observation plane on each 
of three summer holiday weekends 
—Memorial Day, Fourth of July 
and Labor Day. 








| bulletins, 


. * } 
| flashes over Fridays, Saturdays and | 
radio folk have been yearn- | 


| laws 





Deejay Has The World On a Platter 


WCFL 
mension 
flight Ina 
radio equipment, 


to local radio 


including 


Chicago, May 286. 


deejay Dan Sorkin will attempt to add an air age dl- 
this July 
twin-engine Piper Apache outfitted with $11,000 worth of 
tape recorder. Sorkin will send back 
to his station a tape a day via KLM Royal Dutch 


by making a round-the-world 


Airlines, which 


is cooperating in the project to the additional extent of routing 
the flight and furnishing the gas and oil. 


Leaving July 1, with United 
as co-pilot, 
fiying time, 
cities, including New 
the return, he has pencilled in, 
tals, Newfoundland, Greenland, 
Tokyo and Hawaii 


Air 
Sorkin hopes to gird the hemispheres in 80 hours of 
a full month with stopovers. 


Activities prez Frank Hansen 


Planning to land in 20 


York on the way out and San Francisco on 
in addition to the European capi- 
the Azores, 
Still pending is his clearance for Moscow. 


Tel Aviv, Bangkok, 


The 


only city he is prohibited from entering thus far is Berlin. 


Sorkin sees his flight, 
will mission on behalf of U.S 


this purpose he is loading up currently 
paraphernalia of American show biz, 
He says he is eager also to make friends with 


mainly 
people he meets. 


not secondarily, 


as an unofficial good- 


. deejays and radio stations. Towards 


on giveaway material, 
to dole out to the 


disk jockeys in other countries to exchange ideas and techniques, 


an aspiration 
with distr 


which is prompting U.S. record companies (those 
ibuting arms overseas) to kick in abundant samples of 


new pressings for him to drop off on his rounds, making him a 
kind of international record-plugger. 





——— 





of weekend traffic | 
28 one-minute 


| fourth summer 
buying 
these is 


Sundays. The design of 


that GMAC takes 20 seconds for 
the commercial and devotes the 
remaining 40 to traffic or auto 
information i 

Only sustainer in the regular 
campaign, except for special pub- 


| affairs programs on traffic safety, | 
a half-hour weekly 
produced in collabo-| 
State | 
program, | 


is “Signal 10,” 
documentary 
ration with the Indiana 
Police. However, this 
which uses an open-mike technique 
on 
at 


of awards to WGN and is being 
distributed every 
diana stations. 

The Trib station this summer 
will air around 1,500 announce- 
ments re road conditions, con- 
gested streets or boulevards, acci- 
dents or other obstructions to 
traffic, and admonitions to safe 
driving. Last year, 31% of 1,356 
such spots were aired in Class “A” 
time. 

Interesting sidebar to WGN’s 
motoring campaign and one 
which is an index of sorts to its 
effectiveness in 
reached — is that 
Leonard Baldy, 
copter reports 
ior-grade celebrity. He’s en 
frequently now as guest 
on the local banquet circuit. 


Police Officer 
who delivers the 


gaged 








Canada B’ casting 


Continued from page 23 ee 


that the reporter would not do the 
actual airing. 

In reply to a question, 
said the current content 
television was 65° Canadian, 
from other countries 

Bushnell, 
a “state 


Jennings 
40% 
asked why there was 
of moronic westerns,” 
said, “Quite frankly, I think we 
have too many,” but added the fact 
that some sponsors believed oaters 
were “big audience pullers” had 
some effect on scheduling them, 
and such shows imported from the 
U. S. were fairly inexpensive. 





Aubrey 


aaa Continued from page 29 aoa 


Creative Services (the same job 
Cowan held before assuming the 
prexy spot). It is not expected that 
Aubrey’s 20th ffoor post will be 
filled. He moves into his new berth 
on June 1. 

In announcing 
Aubrey to the 
position, Cowan 
that the new 


appointment of 
new management 
stressed the fact 
post has been estab- 
lished “because of the rapid growth 
and increased complexity of net- 
work television.” As such Aubrey 
will touch base in all areas with 


| general-supervision of all CBS- TV 


network departments. 


Aubrey moved over to CBS from 
ABC-TV, where he had been vice | 


president in charge of program- 
ming and talent since December, | 


1956. Prior to that he was with | 


CBS on the Coast as manager of 


tv network programs and was gen- | 
the CBS | 


eral Manager of KNXT. 
o&0 on the Coast. He is married | 


GMAC is in its} to actress Phyllis Thaxter, 





transgressors of the highway | 
the time they're appre-| 
hended, has been worth a couple} 


week to 17 ~~ 


SETTLES 
OUT OF COURT 


Friendly Hills Estates, 
of Joshua Tree, victorious 
over First Standard Land Corp, 
of Calif.—and is awarded 





"friendly" BOB DOUGLAS 


(sensational new cowboy singer) 


Soon to be seen on TV, | 
"Friendly Town, U.S.A." 


Per. Mgt.: MITCH WERNER 
6022 W. Pico, Los Angeles 
WeEbster 8-4138 




















terms of listeners | 


has become a } jun. | 


speaker 
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10th Annual 
WHITE MOUNTAINS’ 
FESTIVAL of the 7 ARTS 
July 3rd to 20th 


SKY HIGH in the 
WHITE MOUNTAINS 


3 LAKES © $5,500 ACRES 


el 


Pike « New Hampshire 
Information: Walter Jacobs 
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RIVER PROPERTY 
WILTON - WESTPORT 


Weathered barn siding lends special 

interest to this charming party house: 

Studio LR; Den; 3 Brms.; 2 baths; 

huge flag. porch on water. $44,500. 
TILGHMAN & FROST 

P.O. Sq., Wilton, Conn., PO 2-3396 














VENTRILOQUIST DUMMY 
For Sale — Best Offer 


Created by famous French artist 
Never used. Highly animated. 
Contact PAUL ASHLEY, co Ply- 
mouth Theatre, Ci 5-9474 after 7:30 
P.M. or Bob Ruthman, NBC, Ci 7-8300, 

ext., 3495. 
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The Chicago 
salesman who 


ealls on 
3,000,000 
different homes 


EXPENSE ACCOUNT: 28¢-PER-THOUSAND! Difficult 
for the ordinary drummer. Easy for WMAQ! 
Any advertiser who buys a full-rotation, morn- 
ing-afternoon-night, schedule on WMAQ can ex- 
pect to reach almost 11% million different homes 
during an average day—34.6% of all Metropoli- 
tan Chicago radio homes. In an average week, 


*Chicago Cumulative Pulse Audience, Jan. ’59 


his selling messages will be heard in more than 
8 million different radio homes—70.6% of those 
in Greater Chicago. All for as little as 28¢-per- 
thousand-homes!* ta Don’t knock yourself out 
beating down the doors in this station’s market. 
WMAQ will be happy to open them for you! 
NBC RADIO IN CHICAGO -SOLD BY NBC SPOT SALES 


WMAQ 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


McPhatter (Atlantic):; help. “JOE COOL” (American?) is 
“SINCE ¥OU’'VE BEEN GONE” | a frantic uptempo side. 

(Aldon a rhythm ballad in a| Dave Barbour Orch (Arwin): 
well-travelled groove, gets a solid| “TOUGH” (Artists*) registers as 
workover by this fine blues singer.| a big band entry in traditional 














Clyde 





“TRY TRY BABY” (Progressive?) swing style. “BU-BAM” (Artists*) | 
has an indigo lyric. | is a catching Latin-styled instru- | 
Cindy & Lindy (Coral): , BE. mental. | 
FORE AND AFTER” (Arena®), a) _ Gar Bacon (Okeh): “MARSHAL, 
PERRY COMO. 5 bodegue ote a ierelele vies a a ea 
(RC A \ ietor) ee ee ee ee eee” eer I Know 
» Con “You ‘Are ‘In Love” (Roneom*) shapes up as a 


smart performance song due for di of repeat spins because of 
the standout lyric. “1 Know” (Roncom*) is a pretentious number 
which C makes convincing. 


* 
THE SIGNATURES. .PLEASE DON’T PLAY THE CHA CHA 
J. ee ee Cling To Me 
Signatures’ “Please Don’t Flay The Cha Cha” (Princet) 
kerjack material with a nifty beat and humorous idea which 
bo sells to the hilt. “Cling To Me” (Peer:) is a fine Latin- | 
balla! 





Pi 
t a 


styled 


SAM FLETCHER 
(Cub) : 
Sam Fletcher's “Time Has A Way” 

is singer handles with a fr 
No Such Luck” (Korwin*) 


errs TIME HAS A WAY 
phenvadiett No Such Luck 

( Shel ldon*) is a classy nu 

»sh approach that could pu t 
is another potent ballad 


ber which t} 


Oo r 


os * 
cae .YOU ARE EVERYTHING TO ME 
EN et ee ere Small World 
“You. Are Everything To Mec” (Cathryl*) is a 
pe. tailormade for this singer's style “Small 
vell*), from the “Gypsy” score, is a neat ballad 
out the jinx on recent showtunes. 
- - 


FLOWER OF LOVE 
Molly Mae 

a standout rocking 

Mae” (Winne- 


JOHNNY MATHIS 


(4 olumbi: ) 


, 
Jo ) Met 


World” Chay 


THE CRESTS. 
(Coed) 


The Crests’ 


“Flower of Love” (Winneto is 
r big impact among teenagers. “Mo!ly 


to is routine. 


go gb 2S ee er eee MY MOTHER'S EYES 
(Mereury)....With My Eyes Wide Open I'm Dreaming 
Patti s ‘My Mother's Eycs” (Feist*) gives this oldie, long 
associated with Georgie Jessel, its first crack at the pop lists via 
lition in a contemporary-styled arrangement. "With My Eyes 


nm . 
rads 


a ren 
Wide Open I’m Dreaming” (DeSylva, Brown & Henderson*) is an- 
other portant standard dressed up for -— current market 
* * 
POPU. (NARS 6.8 Se eee ww AND THE ANGELS SING 
CARE - Parse) 5 65 eos 65:0.0 . Baby, Baby, Baby 


Johnny Nash’s “And The Angels Sing” (Bregman, Vocco & 
Conn*) aives this oldie a powerful workover for a new round of 
t , Baby, Baby” (Famous*) is another hard-hitting slice. 

~ * * 


“a 1b 


MARGARET ANN, 
THE GIRL THAT JOHNNY WALKED HOME 
(Warner Bross.) Dudley Digby Darling 
Marcaret Ann's Waiked Home” (Ba- 


“The Girl That Johnny 


ker*) is strictly grooved for the teenage sct via an immature, but 
appealing, vocal and cnoral backing by the Ja-Da Quartet. “‘Dudley 
Dig yby Darling” (Koopery) has a cuie idea which the kids may 
g for 





= 





MARSHAL” (Jalo - Mellin 
which almost got a Baltimore dee- 


catching tune with a neat lyric, is| 
delivered with fresh harmonies by 


this man-and-woman duo. “BIG| jay fired off his station, is a noisy 
BELLS AND BONGO DRUM-|rocking-oatune entry. “TOO 
MERS” (‘Hollybroek*) is a bright 
piece of material. oe iia ag, 

Ted Weems Orch (Wynne): | 
“HEARTACHES” (Leeds*), the VARIETY 














| YOUNG TO LOVE” 


LAWRENCE WELK 


RECORD Releases 
MAKER” 


DOT 
MR. MUSIC 
Dot L.P. Album No, 3164 
Two EE Nos. 1079-1080 
(Also Available in Stereo) 


I 


irst 








(Jalo-Mellin*) 
rods down a familiar groove. 
The Goofers (Tiara): “PER- 
FIDIA” (Peer the oldie, turns 
up in a sharp rhythm arrangement 


| with good chances for a big ride. 


“NAMELESS” (Jimskip*) is a cute 
idea with more direct appeal to the 
juves 

Jerry Keller (Kapp): “TIME HAS 
A WAY” (‘(Sheldon?), a lilting bal- 
lad, gets an appealing workover 
by this quiet-voiced crooner. 
HERE COMES SUMMER” (Jay- 
mar*) has an okay seasonal peg 
for the lig ht rocking beat, 

Fraternity Bros.-Gil Fields 
Verve PASSION FLOWER” 


Longridge*) is an intense-sounding 


slice with a lyric that’s too flowery 
for the beat. “A NOBODY LIKE 
MB” (‘Longridge*) is a solid slow- 


tempoed rhythm ballad, 

Rico Henderson (Citation 
“STROLL ON” (Topaz?) is an in- 
strumental rocker with a steady 
beat designed for juve hoofing 
CHIMES” (Topaz?) has a lyric of 
sorts and some chime sounds to 
sell it. 

Jimmy Craig (Imperial): “OH, 
LITTLE GIRL” (Norman?) is a 
swinging ballad done in restrained 
rockabilly style for easy listening 
“WALKING IN DARKNESS” (Nor 
Va Jak*) is cliched 

Prentice Moreland (Edsel): “OH, 
PRETTY BABY” (Music World- 
Kemo is only routine material, 
but the performance is so way 
pon that it could stir up consid- 

rable noise. “PLEASE. PLEASE 
PLE ASE” (World Musie-Kemo?) is 
in a familiar blues vein 

Nicky DeMatteo (Tore): “YOUNG 


LOVE IS AN OLD, OLD STORY” 
Royalty*) a nice tune with an over- 
exploited lyric idea, is crooned 
winningly by this singer. “MAKE 
HER MINE” (Bregman, Vocco & 





Conn*), a classy ballad, is handled 
adequately 
*ASCAP, *+BMI. 


10 ) Best Sellers on Coin I Mac 











Van Cliburn: 
| Concerto No. 3” (RCA Victor). A 
| sales phenomenon on his initial 
| release, the Tchaikovsky Concerto 
No. 1, Van Cliburn follows through 
with another longhair performance 
due to cut across the longhair-pop 
barriers. Recorded at New York's 
Carnegie Hall last year upon his 
return concert from Moscow, this 
platter lacks the brilliant sound of 
the Tchaikovsky record, but it is 
a romantically melodic work with 
the marquee value to give it broad 
circulation 
“Ballad For Americans” (Dot). 
The John Latouche-Earl Robinson 
opus, “Ballad For Americans,” 
which has been subjected to the 
| political vicissitudes of American 
| life since it was written some 20 
years ago, turns up in a solid per- 
| formance that gives this ambitious 
American folk saga a much-needed 
| non-partisan showcase. Hunter 
! Hancock delivers with a strong 
baritone backed by the Sanctuary 
Choir of the First Methodist 
Church of Hollywood. The platter 








“Rachmaninoff | 





| swinging of 


Album Reviews 








tivated oratorical style gets an- 
other arresting showcase in this 
package. Extracts from various 
Eban speeches are a poetical sum- 


mation of the Israeli history and 
problems. Eleanor Roosevelt sup- 
plies narration between the ex- 
cerpts. 

Modern Jazz Quartet-Sonny 
Rollins: “At Music Inn” (Atlantic). 
Sonny Rollins, tenor saxist who 


has emerged in the last year as 
a towering name in the jazz world, 
joins the solidly estaba Mod- 
ern Jazz Quartet in a couple of 
tunes that gives this set a strong 


jolt. After several delicately 
wrought numbers by the MJQ 
alone, Rollins joins in some hard- 


“Bags Groove” and 
“Night in Tunisia” with his full, 
virile tone Set was recorded 
during a performance at the Musie¢ 
Inn in Lenox, Mass. 


“Julius Monk Simply Plays!” 
Off Broadway). Host at the Up- 
}stairs at the Downstairs and 


is rounded out by such appropriate | 


songs as “Give Me Your Tired, 
Your Poor,” “No Man Is An Is- 
land,” “Good Night, America,” a 
new work; and “America, Amer- 
ica,’ done by the chorus. 

“TV Guide To Television 
Themes” Warner Bros.). The 


jazzy themes for the multitudes of 
video crime mellers are rounded 
up in this crisp instrumental pack- 


age. Arranged and conducted by 
Warren Barker and Frank Com- 
stock, this set includes the identify- 
ing musi¢ for shows li ke* ‘The D A.’s 
Man,” “Pe rry Mason,” “77 Sunset 
Strip * “Pete Keily’¢ Blues,” 
‘Peter Gunn “Have Gun, Will 
Trave “Richard Diamond,” and 
M- as And how did the 
“Mickey Mouse Club” theme wind 


9 


up in this company 

“TV Action Jaz” (RCA Cam- 
den!. The e idea as the above 
album, wil slight variation in 
tv titles, tu up in this low- 
priced label In this offering, 
however, there's a more deliberate 
jazz quality projected by an expert 
small combo under guitarist Mun- 
dell Lowe. Some of the sides 
indicate that the tv themes will 
emerge as standard items 
jazz catalog 

Duke Ellington Orch: “Ellington 
Jazz Party” (Columbia) Aug- 
mented by a 
tion and various 


san 
hoa 


ms 


guest performers, 





Duke Ellington's orch produces 
some superbly swinging items in 
this set, manv of them new com- 
positions Standout is “Toot 
Suite,” a four-part work in a va- 
riety of moods and colors evoked 
in the best tradition of this orch. 
Another striking piece is “Male- 
toba Speaks” in which the per- 
cussion section is let loose. Dizzy 


guesting, turns in a fine 
trumpet solo on “U.M.M.G.” while 
Jimmy Jones, pianist, and singer 
Jimmy Rushing lend top hands on 
“Hello, Little Girl.” 

Abba Eban: “Israel Speaks” 
‘(United Artists). Abba Eban’s cul- 


Gillespie, 








in the | 
| Grande, 


nine-percussion sec- | 


;}sound with 


| RUSS THOMAS ORCH (8) 
| Gatineau Club, Ottawa 


oldie, turns up in a smooth instru- | 
mental wit h an excellent whistling | 7 
chorus. “MICKEY” — (Daniels- : z 
Vogel"), another oldie, is vocalled Wilbe larrisor ) 
pleasantly by Ted Stanford. > 1. KANSAS CITY (5) { F Olses aria ches 3 
Marvin Rainwater (MGM):| ¢ — . : 3 
“HALF BREED” (Cedarwood*), an 2. PERSONALITY (2) - ce Price scapiaied 
excellent piece of offbeat oatune 3. THE HAPPY ORGAN (5) . Dave Cortez Clock 
material, gets a strong production : , 
which rates attention. “A SONG 4. SORRY (7) Impalas .. Cub 3 
pg — is conventional 5. BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS (1) Johnny Horton Columbia 2 
F The Virtues (Hunt): “SHUF- 6. DREAM LOVER (1) Bobby Dari Atco 
‘LIN’ ALONG” (Aqua*) is an okay . y 
takeoff point for another solid 7. KOOKIE, KOOKIE (4) .... «1... 20.10... eee ceeeeeeeee eens Ed Byrnes we 
rocking instrumental ride by this | ee ee ee Dion & Belmonts Laurie 
combo whieh clicked big the first | ( Fl ; Dolphi 
time out “FLIPPIN’ IN” (Tone| 9. COME y eetwoods e+e .Dolphin 
Craft’) varies the beat. slightly, | ee a oe ‘(Ronnie Height Dort 
but is virtually in the same| oN SLY | t 
ale Bs 10. ENDLESSLY (1) Brook Be? Mercury ; 
Rang Four Lads (Columbia): 3 * | GC T 
“THE CHOSEN FEW” (Siras*) is | ¢ $ 4 
a big ballad with a first-rate lyric | “om roup > 
for teenage appeal which this ] Mart , ibertt 
combo prcjects in slassy_ style QUIET VILLAGE ........ eerie Denny sana ; 
on ee WHEREVER WE PINK SHOE LACES Dodie Stevens .Crystalette z 
xO” (Chappell*), from the “Gyp- : ~ 
sy” score, is bright material with A FOOL SUCH AS I Elvis Presley Victor ¥ 
an appealing theme. ke ‘rank Pourcel vitol * 
The Wine Cuiae (teens. “ae Frank Pourcel.. . .....Capitol < 
MY ARMS” (Mocris®), a Wilting| 3 BMCHANTED ............ ccc ce cece cece ceteruenesenceseece Platters Mercury + 
dallad with a message which the 4 $ i ; 
ju. es will go for. is handled | I'M READY ........ a WO DOMINO Woo i.cccnwas Imperial rs 
a by this combo. “I'M SO| J TALLAHASSEE LASSIE Freddy Cannon....... Swan 3 
, LOVE WITH YOU” (Merid- | > - x 
Sant tc ceutins. | IR ihe ark as 285.2, SUES A ea hd ae, wo whe . Fiestas Old Town « 
Jimmy Hembs’ (Jack Bee): GUITAR BOOGIE SHUFFLE Virtues it 
“POOR BOY'S DREAM” (Ameri- | : 
can with a lyric that is to tally GOODBYE, JIMMY, GOODBYE Kathy Lindon Felsted 
Without lotic, nonetheless has an a ; . 
overall anpealing quality which |Z (Figures in parentheses indicate 1 r of weeks song has be the top 10) 
could briny it all the way home. bs 
A good vocal with echo effects SHE FHFH FSFE PI OFEFSEPFEFFF FFF EG FEFFFEts re H pH o$4444$44F444444644646464664664 5 56446 


| tunes, using two brass, three reeds, 
| piano, drums, 


Downstairs at the Upstairs clubs in 
New York, Julius Monk also plays 
a fine piano. A rich melodie 
a cocktail style that 
is distinctive but never obtrusive, 
Monk plays a long medley of stan- 
dards from the ’20s and ’30s, in- 
cluding numbers like “Something 
To Remember You By,” “Do-Do- 
Do,” “Cheerful Little Earful,” 
“wy Take A Walk Around The 
Block.” 
Ahmed 
hara” (Riverside). 
dle Eastern cats, some born in 
Brooklyn, dish up some offbeat 
sounds in this unusual set Al- 
though the basic material has a 
definite shish-ka-bob flavor, this 
combo swings it fiercely and at- 
tains a convincing blend of two 
diverse elements. Helping with 
some conventional jazz instruments 
are Johnny Griffin, on tenor sax, 
and Al Harewood on drums 
Tony Pastor Orch: “Plays and 
Sings Artie Shaw” (Everest). An 
alumnus of the old Artie Shaw or- 


Abdul-Malik: “Jaz Sa- 
A group of Mid- 


ganization, Tony Pastor recreates 
the spirit of the latter’s heyday in 
this band folio. Pastor's smooth | 
tenor sax fronts a standout crew of 


sidemen on tunes like “Back Bay 
Shuffle,” “Indian Love Call,” “Be- 
gin The Beguine,” “El Rancho 
“Frenesi” and _ others. 
Pastor’s bluesy vocal style makes 
for a pleasing ci of pace on 
several numbers 

“Esquerita” (Capitol). A frantic 
singer-pianist in the rocking 
genre, Esquerita’s performance is 
marked by weird vocal effects and 
a pounding keyboard style that 
underlines the accented beat. 
Backed by a smal! combo, Es- 
querita works out strenuously on 
some typical songs for this genre, 
including “Hey, Miss Lucy,’ 
“Maybe Baby.” “Crazy Feeling,” 
“Why Did It Take So Long,” and 
others. Herm. 


| Band Review | 
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hoe a one ot. 


Russ Thomas has built one of 
the nicest bands the Gatineau Club 
stand has held for some years, 
Uniquely (for this area) it has been 
clicko from its first performance 
(Easter, 1959), evidence of advance 
preparation and rehearsing. As in 
all Ottawa-area clubs and rooms, 
the Thomas group handles both 
show and dancing chores, showing 
its strength as the customers terp, 
best in jazz items. 

For the opening of the Gati- 
reau’s current season last March 
28, Thomas collected a crew capa- 
ble of showbacking and dance 


em ao che a o> 


bass. Thomas leads 
and plays flute, clarinet, alto sax; 
Rick MacDonald, drums (‘both for- 
merly with the Canadian Jazz 
Quartet); Victor Brinkman and 
Douglas Moore, trumpets; Walter 
Munro and Don Freeman, sax, 
clarinet; Charles Coleman, piano; 
Arthur Rail, bass. Gorm. 


ee ae ae, ee ee 





Harmony Distrib Bankrupt 
Buffalo, May 26 

Involuntary petition in  bank- 
ruptcy was filed in Federal Court 
here this week against Harmony 
Distributors Inc., alleged to have 
committed an act of bankruptcy 
on Jan. 29 by assignment of its as- 
sets for the benefit of creditors. 
The petitioners and their claims 
are 20th-Fox Record Corp., $13,- 
833.16; Jay-Gee Record Co. Ince., 
, and Dana Records Inc., 


m7 = wet het Oe Re 
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$12,863.2 


$5 575.07 
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DEEJAYS: ‘TOP 40° AGONY ACT 





Widow's Big Win as 


Court Sets Back 


Decca-U on ‘Glenn Miller’ Soundtrack 





In a N. Y. Supreme Court deci-¢ 


sion involving heavy coin damages, 
as yet undetermined, and the prob- 
lem of protection for arrange- 
ments, Mrs. Helen Miller, widow 
of the late Glenn Miller, won a 
solid victory last week against 
Decea Records and its subsid, Uni- 
versal Pictures, in the long-pend- 
ing suit over the disk rights to the 
soundtrack of the U film, “The 
Glenn Miller Story.” The court 
unqualifiedly sided with Mrs. Mil- 
ler that Universal had granted 
Decca the album soundtrack rights | 
in violation of her aise 
covering the biofilm. 

The dispute arose over the fact 
that a studio orch, under the baton | 
of Joseph Garshenson, performed | 
the pic score. The soundtrack con- | 
cededly duplicated as closely as | 
possible the original Miller ar- 
rangement, making it virtually im- 
possible to distinguish the syn- 
hetic Miller recordings from the 
authentic ones. Decca marketed 
the “Glenn Miller Story” package, 
one of its alltime best-selling al- 
bums, without paving any royalties 
to the Miller estate. Before his 
death in 1944 while in military 
service, Miller gave RCA Victor | 
exclusive use of his name and 
likeness for disk production. 

Judge Henry Epstein, in a very | 
sharp ruling spotlighting the need 
of ethical considerations in con- 
tracts, stated that testimony by | 
Gershenson added “strength to, 
plaintiff's charge that the Glenn 
Miller recordings were in truth 
pirated.’ Gershenson, according to 
the judge, “studied and saturated 
himself with the Miller style by 
repeated playings and analyzings 
of these recordings. He gradually 
procured as associates in the simu- 
lated Glenn Miller Orchestra eight 
instrumental from the original 
G. M. Orchestra.” 

The judge pointed out that 
Decca advertised the soundtrack as 

(Continued on page 61) 


Mex’s Song Fair 
For Sept; Oldies 


M le xico Cit 
he Faculty of Music of the Na- 
tional Univ. of Mexico is plan- 
ning organization of the first “Song 
Fair” in September. Organizers in- 
clude maestros Jesus Haro, Ta- 
mariz Pedro Michaca and Jose 
Guerrero of the faculty. 

Aim of song fest to present 
tunes no longer popular here, but 
by Mexican composers of the past. | 
All will be of the romantic ballad 
type and festival will nix anything | 








ists 


May 26 
T 


is 


that smells of modern rhythms or! 


which would 
idea of festival 
| also mark debut of 
the violo, new instrument con- 
ceived by Mexican musician Bau- 
cdelio Garcia, one of the most out- 
standing maestros in 
In giving the description of his in- 


tunes 
whole 


commercial 
“mutilate 
Festival wil 


strument, Garcia said that string 
of the viola is a fifth below that 
of the violin. The violo is a quar-! 
ter tone lower and finally, the 


cello, the fifth below the new violo. 


Brit’s Dankworth For 


Newport Jazz Fest 


London, May 26. 

Johnny Dankworth’s eT which 
is due to arrive in the | 
appear at the Newport, R. I., 
Festival over the July 4 weekend. 
He'll follow that with two weeks 
of one-nighters with Louis Arm- 
strong. 

Dankworth, incidentally, is an 
all-around musical figure here, 
having been commissioned to write 
a symphonic work by the London} 
Philharmonic Society. He’s also a/ 
film music composer, lecturer and 
debater. 


| 


the country. | 


JS. July | 
1, will be the first British crew to} 
Jazz 


Lester Young Salute 

Epic Records is paying trib- 
ute to the late Lester Young 
with a two-volume memorial 
album. The selections in the 
album were recorded with the 
Count Basie orch between 
1936-40 while the band was 
kicking uf some noise on the 
jazz scene. 

Young, who appears with the 
orch in the package, died on 
March 15. 


UA's Kay Norton 
Sees 0’seas Disk 





Revenue Doubled 


| criticism, Few 


London, May 26. 
That disk manufacturers could 





easily double their existing rev- | 
enue from Europe is the confident | 
opinion of Kay Norton, executive | 


| v.p. of United Artists Records, fol- 


lowing a five-week see-for-self trip 
to Britain and the Continent. Miss 
Norton made the pronouncement 
here last week in between confabs 
with Decca Record Co., Ltd., UA 
Records’ British affiliate, and be- 
fore planing home to N. Y. Satur- 
day (30). 

The above-all practical moves 
needed, according to the diskery 
rep, are fourfold, with the empha- 
Sis on two; give overseas affliates 
a goodly measure of autonomy, in- 
cluding a freedom to adapt platters 


| to the needs of their own markets 


and to insure that artists make 
personal tours. Stressing the im- 


| portance she placed on the latter 


Miss Norton opined that a diskery 
should even sponsor such trips if 
the artists hadn't made or weren't 
making same under other auspices 
Miss Norton’s prime contention 
was that whereas U.S. disk com 
panies go to great lengths to study 
their native market, they tend to 
assume that the rest of the world 
can be served to the same pat- 
tern. But the case of EPs alone 
demonstrates the need for on-th 
spot surveys. Whereas in America 
these platters mean practically nil 
to the retail trade, albeit they're 
strong for jukeboxes, they're one 
(Continued on page 61) 


Clara Ward’s $50,000 Suit 
Vs. Joe Bostic on Billing 


Gospel songstress Clara Ward 
has filed suit in N.Y. Supreme 
Court for $50,000 against Joe Bos- 
tic, promoter of the gospel show 
at Madison Square Garden, N-Y., 
Sunday (24) for unauthorized use 
of her name on the bill. 

Via her attorney Erwin Cohen, 
Miss Ward, who is now touring 
Europe, claims that she never gave 
Rostic permission to advertise her 
appearance. The program notes 
stated that Miss Ward would sing 
by transatlantic phone whenever 
she was available. 

Bostic stated that he had a ver- 
bal understanding with Miss Ward 
that she would okay advertising 
her performance via phone. 


Talmadge’s 15th Anni 


Chicago, May 26. 
Mercury Records last week 
kudosed its veep and pop a&r 
chief, Art Talmadge, for his 15 
years (since the label’s founding) 








| with the firm. Over that span he’s 


figured prominently in the de- 


|! velopment of Patti Page, Frankie 


Laine, Vic Damone, Sarah 
Vaughan and other disk artists. 


maintain the 


|} And 


Prior to Mercury, Talmadge was | 


ad-promo topper for Music Corp. 
of America. 


GRIPETIME AT 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


Although the meat and potatoes 
of the radio industry, the disk 
jockeys still have that leftover 
taste in their mouth. They feel like 
they’ve been skinned alive, minced, 
parboiled and dished up to the 
public as mere tongue — pickled, 
canned and properly labelled. And 
if there’s one food a deejay is sen- 
sitive to, it’s tongue. 

Gathering in Miami Beach to- 
morrow (Thurs.) for their second 
convention, the jockeys once again 
will have a chance to exhibit their 
agonies in public. But whether it 
will do any good is extremely 
doubtful. 


The central target of the dee- 
jays—the “Top 40” format—is now 
stronger than ever. Subjected to 
unremitting attack at the first an- 
nual deejay gettogether in Kansas 


City, the “Top 40" format, in which 
only the top hits can be played, 
seems to have battened on the 


ticularly out of New York, have 
escaped the strictly determined 
music-and-news pattern which has 
proved to be so successful around 
the country. 





| 08 Disk Billings $198,000,000; 10% Hike 
FLA GONVENT 1h Low But OK; Retail Value $415,500,000 





indie stations, par- | 





‘Millionaire’ Jockeys 


RCA Victor has come up 
with a giveaway stunt at this 
week's Miami Beach conven- 
tion involving millions of 
dollars—in stage money. Vic- 
tor is giving every deejay ar- 


riving in Miami a portfolio 
containing $1.000.000 in ho- 
key money. Via his own in- 
genuity, like getting lucky in 
a crap game, each deejay will 
be free to increase his bank- 
roll of Victor’s scrip. As an 
incentive, Victor is also giv- 
ing an additional $5,000 to the 
deejays every time they visit 
the RCA suite at the Ameri- 
cana Hotel. 

On Saturday (30), Victor 
will hold an auction for a car, 
a trip to Europe, a wardrobe, 
a tv color set and a stereo 
phonograph rig. with the jock- 
eys bidding with their accu- 
mulated phony money. 








Playboy Nabs 


Except for a handful of big name 


jockeys, the rank-and-file platter 
spinners are wondering where they 
come into the picture. A descrip- 
tion of the disk jockeys, as “auto- 
mated jukeboxes,” made at last 
year’s convention, is still rankling 
among the jocks, but the station 
management is apparently ready to 
“Top 40” status quo 
as long as it proves so profitable. 
Why tamper with success, they 
ask, to satisfy a disk jockey’s ego. 
since management pays the 
piper, they also call the tune. 
Although a affair, 
this year’s conclave, at the Amer- 
icana Hotel, will not give them as 
much opportuni.y to sound off as 
last year. The Storz radio chain, 
(Continued on page ¢ 61) 


Diners Club 1006 — 
Splurge on Disks 


Hollywood, 


20 indie labels 
rs Club Record- 


disk jockey 





Nay 26. 
Vith close to 
signed to the Dine 
of-the-Month Plan, Bernie Solomon 
DRC head, is allocating $100,000 
for an advertising and promotional 
campaign in national magazines 
and newspapers to get the club 
rolling. The coin ovtiay will be 
confined to the consumer press 
since Solomon wants to hit the 
general public and DC members. 
Solomon is launching the club 
Wiih approximately 100 albums, 
mostiy in stereo, as initial 
ment to subscribers. As of now, no 
disks will be sent abroad. Solo- 
mon’s plans also include building 
the staff from two to 20 persons 
To keep service within operational 
bounds, Solomon is out to nab 10 

more indie labels. 

Among the labels already in the 
Diners disk plan are Atlantic, Bet 
Canto, GNP, High.Fidelity, Liberty, 
Monitor, Omega, Per.od, Vanguard, 
World Pocitic and Westminster. 


Ann Ronnel Wins Plea 
On Disney Vs. Bourne 


Songwriter Ann Ronnel won her 


intervention plea in the Disney 
versus Bourne action. The decision, 
handed down in N. Y. Federal 


Court this week, calls for the court 
to give Miss Ronneli 30 days’ notice 


Chi Stadium For 
Jazz Fest in Aug. 


Chicago, May 26 

The Playboy magazine jazz festi- 
val in August will stay in Chicago 
after all 

Denied the use of Soldier Field 
because of pressure, principally 
from a Caasecolic cleric, the mag 
last week said it had contracted 
the Chicago Siadium instead 

With the switch, Playboy ex- 
panded the fest from two to three 
days, comme! Friday eventing 
Aug. 7. Stadium can seat upward 
of 20.000, depending > affair 
|and tickets will s 1 $1.10 





™ $5.50 
The st 


ie change, savs the mag, 
severs all connection with the 
Pan-American Games committee, 
including —— offer to give 
it net receipts from the event. 
_—— originally had invited 
the fest as part of the Festival 
of P neve culture marathon to 
be staged here in lates August 
with the Pan-Am games 
Col Lifts Emil Denial 


, 
To Nat’l Promotion Mer. 
Emil Zemarel been upped 
to the natfonal promotion manag- 
er’s spot at Columbia Records. He 
had been promotion manager of 


has 


Columbia Records Distributors in 
| Baltimore. The latter post will be 
taken over by Victor Gregory 


ship- | 


| operate 


| Okeh 


| diskery, 


to respond in case her tunes, 
“Who's Afraid of the Big Bad 
Wolf,” “Mickey Mouse and Minnie 
Are in Town” and “Silly Sym-| 
phony,” come up In the Disney- 
Bourne trial. 

Walt Disney's action 


the Disney tunes that the Bourne | 
firm has been publishing. 


| 


In his new assignment, 
rel will be one of the 
al promotion managers reporting 
to field sales manager James 
Turnbull for coordinating the pro- 
motion of Col’s products and pop | 
artists relations in the field. Be- 
fore his upping to the Baltimore 
spot, Gregory did sales promotion 
for Schwartz Bros. Co record 
Cistributors in W ‘ashington. 


Sagle on ARR for Epic 


Charles 
Records 
Okeh 


Zema- 
two nation- 


Sagle has joined 
co-director of 
& repertoire 
conjunction 
who 
charge 


Epic 
Epic- 
He'll 


as 
artists 
in 
Fogelsong, 
been in 
product. 
Sagle, 


had 
album 


heretofore 
of Epic's 


who comes to the Epic- 
orbit on the heels of Joe 
Sherman's exiting to head a new 
will handle pop singles 
and album products, develop new 
pop talent and maintain artists’ 
relations. 

Sagle, who had been associated 
|with Wing and Mercury Records, 


against also conducted recording sessions 
Bourne is for the recapturing of | for Connie 


Francis, Clyde Mc- 
Phatter, Sarah Vaughan and 
Ralph Marterie. 


+ 


; the record 


; Since 


| 54, 


with Jim | 


Record sales for 1958 hit the 
$198.000,000 mark at the manufac- 
turers’ billing price level. This was 
a 10° increase over the ‘57 figure. 
The take was determined by the 
excess tax payments to the Inter- 
nal Revenue Service 

According to the Record Indus- 
try Assn. of America, the 10° in- 
crease is somewhat smaller than 
industry has been ac- 
customed to establish in recent 
years, but it has been accepted as 
satisfactory by most manufacturers 
‘58 was generally regarded 
as a recession year and many other 
industries showed a substantial loss 
in volume 

In ‘55 the record’ industry 
showed an increase of 26° over 
in ‘56 the increase was 34°) 
over ‘55; and in ‘57 the gain was 
20°% over ‘56. The ‘58 sales were 
approximately double those of ‘54 

Although it is difficult to trans- 
late manufacturers’ billing prices 
into figures which reflect consumer 
purchases since many records are 
not sold at suggested retail price, 
a theoretical figure can be set by 
multiplying the manufacturers’ 
billing price by 2.1. This transla- 
tion would result in sales at retail 
in 58 of $415.500.000. as compared 
with $378,000,000 the previous 
year. 

Excise tax payments are reported 
by the Internal Revenue Service 
on a quarterly basis. The payments 
are based on 10° of the manu- 
facturers’ first selling price and 
the tax department ordinarily ac- 
cepts as.a basis for the tax figures 
slightly less than one-half the price 
at which the records are scheduled 
to sell to the consumer. For ex- 
ample, a record with a scheduled 
list price of S1 is usually taxed on 
the basis of 48!2c, or approximate- 
ly 4.8c per record 


Britain’s Drop Over 1958 
London, May 26. 
In a month-to-month comparison, 
manufacturers’ sales of disks in 
Britain ave still showing a drop on 
‘Contin 61) 
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Belock (Everest) 
Veens Wallerstein 


Wallersiein, one- 
olumbia Records, 
a v.p. of the Be- 
Co., heading the 
tion under the Ev- 
erest label. Wallerstein has been 
associated with Belock for some 
time in a consultative post 

A veteran exec of the disk in- 
dustry, Wallerstein was prexy of 
Columbia when that diskery devel- 
oped and launched the longplay 
disk 11 years ago. Before that, he 
was gencral manager of the RCA 
Victor disk division. 


Capitol Iriss Abroad 
For Brit. Lonchair Meet 


Hollywood, May 26 

Five top execs at Capitol Rec- 
ords are attending an International 
Classical Repertoire Committee 
conference being conducted by 
EMI at Hayes, Middlesex, England, 
this week 

The diskery 
the meet 


Edward ‘Ted 
time prexy of C 
has been named 
lock Instrument 
recording opera 


attending 
from Hollywood are 
Lloyd W. Dunn, veepee of the a&r 
division; Francis Scott III, direc- 
tor of the a&r administration de- 
partment; John Coveney, classical 
merchandising manager; and 
Vaughn Burdick, director of the 
special services department. At- 
tending from Gotham is Leo 
Kepler, director of Angel reper- 
toire. 

Following the conference in 
England, Dunn will have further 
discussions in Paris regarding a&r 
matters. All five execs plan to be 
weeks. 


toppers 


in Europe about 2'3 
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BMI Swings To ‘Modern Jazz’ Groove 
Via Cleffer Pacts, Publisher Deals 


Broadcast Music Inc., which has¢ 
been dominant in the rhythm & 
blues school, has now become the 
major clearing house for modern | 
jazz writers and publishers. Nu- 
merous top jazzmen in the pro- 
gressive genre have signed up with 
collect 


BMI as writers to money 
for the performances on their | 
works, usually via their own re- 


cordings 

Many of the jazzmen are clear- 
ing with BMI not only as writers 
but publishers as well. Some of 
them, like John Lewis, of the Mod- 
ern Jazz Quartet, have gone one 
stage further than recording his 
own work to making published ar- 
rangements available to other 
combos. In general, little modern 
jazz material is available in pub- 
lished form. 

Now licensing through BMI are 
such modern jazz names as Dave 
Brubeck, Miles Davis, Sonny Rol- 


lins, J. J. Johnson, Thelonius 
Monk, Bob Prince, Gunther Schul- 
ler, Manny Albam, Bill Holman, 
Gil Evans and others. In the 


more traditional swing idiom, BMI 
clears for Lionel Hampton, Sy Oli- 
ver and Billy May and also has a 
dixieland exponent in drummer 
George Wettling 


BMI, meantime, has made a 
$1,000 grant to set up a faculty 
chair in the name of John Lewis 
at the School of Jazz in Lenox, 


Mass. Through the BMI grant, com- 
position students at the school will 


pay reduced tuition fees. School of 
Jazz offers a_ three-week course 
each year at the Music Inn in 


Lenox with top jazzmen acting as 
faculty members. 





Gospeleers at Garden 
Make Good ($30,000) 





Gospel music, which has been 
making its way on a couple of in- 
die stations and in small churches 


in Negro communities, broke 
through into- the big money last 
Sunday (24) when 11,000 persons 


came for a five-hour religioso jam- 
boree at Madison Square Garden. 
N. Y. At a $5 top and a $2 bottom. 
it’s figured that the event grossed 
slightly over $30,000. Joe Bostic 
WLIB disk jockey and a Veteran 
plugger of gospel music, promoted 
and emceed the event, which he 
plans to turn into an annual affair 

The gospel idiom makes even 
the hottest jazz session sound like 
a longhair chamber music concert 
in comparison. Not only do the 
singing combos’ perform’ with 
mounting intensity. but the audi- 
ence is also part of the show. When 


whole sectors of the Garden got 
up, shouted, swayed and stomped 


in oldtime revivalist fashion, it be- 
came a tremendous'y moving spec- 
tacle 
Bostic brought on a big lineup 
of gospel groups and school choirs 
who held the audience for the full 
five-hour run. The vocal combos 
came from diverse sections of the 
* country, but they were of similar 
kin in their powerful delivery and 
undeniatle sincerity Climax of 
the show was provided by Mahalia 
Jackson, a gospel stylist who has 
achieved a broad popularity 

Others on the show included the 


Back Home Choir, the Caravans, 
Davis Sisters, the Dixie Humming- 
birds, Drinka-d Singers, Gospel 


Harmoneties, Dickie Mitchell, Ras- 
berry Singers, Selai Singers, Swan 
Silvertones and the Swanee Quin- 


tet Her 
Sate! kes Disk 
atcimo-Dukes Disks 
Chicago, May 26 

Louis Armstrong and the Dukes 
of Dixieland are teaming up for 
the first time on records. 

They'll wax two albums here 
next month for Sid Frey’s Audio- 
Fidelity, the Dukes’ “home” label 
Armstrong has been playing the 
waxery field since he shed _ his 
Decca exclusivity several years 
aco 


London Label’s Hi Tie 

Another indie label, Hi Records, 
has been acquired for distribution 
by London Records. First Hi re- 
lease is Jay B. Lloyd's “I’m So 
Lonely” backed with “I'll Be All 
Right.” 

London recently made distribu- 
tion deals with numerous other 
indie firms. 





Presser Bldg.’s Horns 


To Shoehorns; Philly’s 
‘Brill’ 50-Year Fixture 


Philadelphia, May 26 
The Presser Blidg., a musical 
landmark for over a half century 
on Chestnut St. (Philly's Fifth 
Ave.), shutters at the end of the 
month to vacate for a shoe chain 
outlet Presser Foundation de- 


British Disk Bestsellers 
London, May 26 
A Fool Such As I Presley 
(RCA) 
Doesn’t Matter Anymore Holly 
(Coral) 
It’s Late 
(London) 
Side Saddle 
(Columbia) 
Donna 
(Philips) 
Come Softly To Me..Fleetwoods 
London) 
I've Waited So Long Newley 
(Decca) 
Petite Fleur 
Pye 
Come Softly 
(Philips) 
Charlie Brown 
(London) 


cia es Nelson 


ooseee Conway 


Wilde 


Barber 
To Me Vaughan 


Coasters 








scribed the closing as a matter of 
economics and said the midtown 
location was not paying off 
Building was acquired the 
late Theodore Presser, musician 
and publisher of the professional 
magazine, the Etude, which ceased 


by 


publication several years ago 
Presser Foundation was_ estab- 
lished in 1925 by a grant of 
$2,000,000, which was to found a 
home for musicians and provide 


scholarships and relief. 

Bequest also stipulated that the 
rent for the building’s 45 studios 
was to be kept at a minimum 
Some of these studios were 
renting for as low as $20-a-month 
another reason cited for the land- 
mark’s passing. Chief victims of 
the building sale are the vocal and 
instrumental instructors, uprooted 
after 40 years. Many said they 
would have welcomed a rental hike 
rather than pull stakes 


“ 
still 


Bl 


‘What’s New in Old N.H.? 
To Bow as Song at Fest 
East Swanzey, N.H., May 26 
A stageshow climaxing the big 
Old Home Day celebration here in 
August will be highlighted by the 
it:troduction of a new song 
The music for “What's 
Olid New Hampshire?” 
by George Calder, 


New in 
was written 
Caldwell, N.J 


composer, and the lyric was penned 


by Guy Langley, Manchester trade 


journal writer and northern New 
England correspondent for 
VARIETY 


Musical director of the show will 
be J. Edward Bouvier, retired pro- 
fessor of music at Holy Cross Col- 


lege, who is also musical director 
of East Swanzey’s annual stage re- 
vival of “The Old Homestead” and 
a prominent member of the New 


Hampshire Legislature 


| Inside Stuff—Music 


Louis Prima and Keely Smith, who inked a longterm pact with Dot 
Records last week, actually were without a disk pact for the past few 
months. Their three-year contract with Capitol Records ran out in 
March, and as soon as it was learned that Capitol was negotiating to 
re-sign the pair, a flock of other labels began pitching up deals to the 
husband-and-wife team. Their click on the “Old Black Magic” single 
and their high sales batting average in the packaged market made 
them hot names. Dot prexy Randy Wood wrapped up the deal with 
Prima and Miss Smith last week, via the latter's manager Barbara 
| Belle and attorney Sidney R. Korshak 
| Rank Audio Plastics, company within Britain’s Rank Organization 
group, has set up a subsidiary called Rank Sonie Press to exploit the 
process of making thin plastic disks, up to 10 inches in diameter, that's 
| been used by Hachette of Paris to interleave editorial platters with 
|} ordinary printed pages in the magazine Sonorama. Deal for the ex- 
clusive rights for Britain, the U.S. and Commonwealth countries in 
SAIP, as the process is known, was signed by Kenneth Winckles of 
Rank during a trip to Paris a couple of months back. Winckles is 
named as one of the directors of Rank Sonic Press, others being Rank 
Organization managing director John Davis and J. W. Davidson, plus 


two French representatives of Hachette. No schedule’s yet been set 
for the menufacturing or marketing of the disks, which are intended 
for use in magaz-ne form akin to Sonorama. 


Talent manager Jack Beekman is getting a triple promotional play 
for his clients out of the tune, “La Plume De Ma Tante."’ Beekman 
represents the writers, Al Hoffman and Dick Manning, as well as Hugo 
& Luigi, who cut the number for RCA Victor. Now Beekman has 
signed disk jockey Freddie Robbins who launching his new show 
on WABC, N.Y., June 1 with a listener contest based on “La Plume 
De Ma Tante.” 


18 


Columbia Records is going after the mushrooming jazz market. Disk- 
ery has scheduled LPs by Charlie Mingus, Joe Wilder and Manny Al- 
ban. Also in the jazz vein will be the score for the pic, “Anatomy of a 
Murde which is being written by Duke Ellington. Irving Townsend, 
of Col’s artists & repertoire staff, going to the Coast June 1 to 
record the score with Ellington 


st is 


Clyde (Sugar Blues) McCoy. perennial trumpter of dixieland jazz, 
has sent his next-to-newest $400 horn to a 10-year-old crippled boy, 
Wayne Neal, of Carrollton, Tex., who has cerebral palsy. It’s the same 


Continued on page 60 
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Presley Platters 





Hot in the PXes 








Nuernberg, May 26. 

Pfc Elvis Presley hasn’t lost any 
ground with the military stationed 
overseas since he became a lowly 
serviceman instead of a high-rank- 
ing Hollywood entertainer. 

New statistics from the European 
Exchange System (operators of the 
PXes that sell to the military in 
Europe) indicate that Presley's 
records are more popular with the 
servicemen and their families 
abroad than ever before. 

One reason, according to a rec- 
ord official, may be that since Elvis 
is in uniform and stationed in Eu- 
rope, folks serving overseas tend to 
identify with him and want his 
disks as souvenirs. 

Another may be that he hasn't 
been overexposed via too many 
films, tv shots and personal 2; 
pearances. Also, because he’s done 
such a good job as a_ soldier, 
servicemen like and respect him in- | 
stead of resenting him for being 
a millionaire-draftee. 

Another draw for the military is 
that promotions for his newest 
platter, “I Need Your Love To- 
night,”” backed with “A Fool Such 
As,” feature a picture of him in 
uniform, showing that he’s earned 
the sharpshooter and expert marks- 
man badges—a definite appeal for 
the soldier-buyers. 

“The most popular records sold 
at EES record stands during 1958 
show a definite interest in male 
singers,” according to an EES of- 





ficial. No female singer showed up | 
among the most popular listed. 


Other leading pop male singers 
at EES stands include Pat Boone, 
Frank Sinatra, Johnny Mathis and 
Nat King Cole. The rock 'n’ roll 
record rage hasn't ebbed a bit. ac- 
cording to the EES sales of 1958. 


ELDORADO’S ‘FINE’ WIN 
VS. OLD TOWN, MAUREEN 


Eldorado Music, of Los Angeles, 
won its infringement suit against 
Old Town Records and Maureca 
Music over the tune “So Fine’ in 
an out-of-court settlement in New 
Yerk last week. Settlement was 
achieved in the case shortly after 
a motion was argued in N.Y. Fed- 
eral Court for a temporary injunc- 
tion to restrain distribution of the 
song by the defendants. 

Maureen agreed to cancel its 
copyright registration of the song 
with Jim Gritble credited as writ- 
er, and gave up all performance 
rights in the tune via Broadcast 
Music Ine. Old Town Records 
agreed to pay Eldorado $5,000 as 
a minimum advance against royal- 
ties plus the sum of $1,500 to cove 
legal costs. Payment is due to be 
made before June 15 to Johnny 
Zeiger, who operates Eldorado. Hy 
Weiss owns both Maureen Music 
and Old Town Records. 

Charles Seton, of Rosen, Seton 
& Sarbin, repped the plaintiffs. 





KYW DJs’ Benefit For 
Widow of Vince Wayne 
_ Draws 3,500, Top Diskers 


Cleveland, May 26. 

KYW disk jockeys put on a 15- 
act show of recording entertainers 
and dance at the Cleveland Arena 
last week as a benefit for the| 
widow of Vince Wayne, local singer | 
who died recently after a perform- 
ance here. 


Hop drew about 3,500 youngsters 
but it was estimated that close to 
5,000 tickets were sold on a $1.50-$4 
scale, said Joe Finan, KYW chair- 
man of event. Enough money would 
be netted, he hoped, to set up a 
trust fund for Wayne's children. 

Most of the disk personalities in 
two-hour show had previously 
headed bills in which the iate 
singer had appeared a*d were his 


friends. They included Jimmie 
Rodgers, Connie Francis, Chico 
Holiday, Cathy Carr, Carmel 
Quinn, Poni-Tails, Crests, Carl’ 


Perkins, Harvey and Moon-Glow- 
ers, Edsels, Playboys, Gary Siites, 
Jona Carroll and Marv Johnson. 


Musicians’ union donated a 17- 
piece orch conducted by Billy 
Lang. 





Kosty Batons Bowl Azain 


Hollywood, May 26 
Andre Kostelanetz will baton the 
Hollywood Bowl’s 15th annual 


George Gershwin Night~-July 18, 
fronting the L.A. Philharmonic 
Orch. 


Average attendance is 17.000, 
event being one of the most pop- 
ula. of the Bowl] season. 


‘Releases Gotta Be on Spoon-Fed, 


Test-Market Basis: Colpix's Wexler 


+ 





CONNIE FRANCIS AS 
MERCHANDISE QUEEN 


Merchandisers are tying in with 


MGM thrush Connie Francis via a | 


string of teenage trinkets, c'othing 
and accessories. The Robert Les- 


berg Co., firm specializing in the | 


merchandising and marketing of 
personalities, is handling the tie- 
ins, 

Upcoming is a “Connie Francis 


|TV Bobby Sock” which will soon 


be distributed in 3,000 stores na- 
tionally. In addition Stern's Dept. 
Store in New York will introduce 
a “Connie Francis Charm Brace- 
let” with a special promotion June 
13. The bracelet will then be 
piaced on national distribution 
Farly in the summer a “Connie 
Francis Record Carrying Cas<’ 
will go on sale in record ce art 
ments. 

Two items of teenage clothing 
will also carry the thruch’s 
A line of knitted sportswear and a 
teener back-to-school line of coat: 
will be introduced by m-nufac- 
turers. A rep of the Lesberg firin 
stated that six other manufactur- 
ers in various fields will soon be 
licensed to produce Connie Fran- 
cis merchandise in time for th 
' back-to-schoo! season. 











RETAIL ALBUM BEST SELLERS 
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VARIETY is | 
Survey of retail album best ae 
sellers based on reports from lead v 2 
ing stores and showing comparative S| us 
ratings for this week and last. a ie] 
| a 
£1 § 
Sj 
National | > 
Rating | § 
This Last 3 = 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title mie 
HENRY MANCINI (Victor) 
1 1 Peter Gunn (LPM 1956) settee teeeeeetess = 
“99 SUNSET STRIP (WB) 
2 5 TV Sound Track Ww 1289) pete eeeeeeses: ; 6 —— 
~ MARTIN DENNY (Liberty) 
3 4 Exotica No. 1 (LRP 3034) . eee eee =. 
j GIGI (MGM) 
4 3 Soundtrack (E 3641) Soo 3 
‘ ~ FRANK SINATRA (Capito!) 
5 6 Come Dance With Me |W 1069) 2 3 
~ KINGSTON TRIO (Capitol) 
6 2 The Hungry i (T 1107) oo a 
* ~ MITCH MILLER (Columbia) 
7 13 Folk Songs With Mitch (CL 1316) : 3 
JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) 
8 7 Open Fire Two Guitars (CL 1270)............. .. 4 
- ~ MANTOVANI (London) 
9 11 Film Encores, Vol. Il «LL 3117), = sees : 8 
7 SOUTH PACIFIC (Victor) 
10 8 Soundtrack (LOC a Sere —_ 2 6 
FABIAN (Chancellor) 
11A 16_ Hold That Tiger | Ee ee 4 
FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) 
11B 9 Look To Your Heart (W 1164) = “ ee oe 9 
BUDDY HOLLY (Coral) 
11C 10 Buddy Holly Story (CRL 57279 oa a 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia 
14 17 Still More With Mitch (CL 1283) soca scoeseeees rE 6 
ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp) 
15 22 More Faulous 50’s (KL 1130) ttt eee estes = 
~ SHELLY BERMAN (Verve) 
16 Inside Shelley Berman (MGV 13003). teteee a 
~_MANTOVANI (London) 
17 Continental Enceres (LL 3095) cae 5 
~ MITCH MILLER (Columbia) 
18A_ __ Sing Along With Mitch (CL 1160)........... ef as 
BELAFONTE & HORNE (Victor) 
18B Porgy & Bess (LOP 1507) ar 
DAKOTA STATON (Capitol) 
20A Crazy, He Calis Me (T 1170)................ a 
eh BILLY VAUGHN (Dot) 
20B 20 Blue Hawaii (DLP 3165) Scr reer Ta ae oe 
- FLOWER DRUM SONG (Columbia 
22 14 Original Cast (BL 5350) ns cee tecsssesecees 8 2 - 
— MY FAIR LADY (Columbia) 
23 Original Cast (CL 5090) wetter eset eeeeees eet 
an NAT KING COLE (Capitol) 
24 12 Welcome to the Club (W 1120)............... ss 
: ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp) 
25 POON TH Sie BRO kk nck 3. wan ncenaneews 
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+ Paul Wexler, director of opera- 


| tions at Colpix Records, figures 
|} that many of the problems cur- 
rently besetting the diskeries can 
be solved by a limited and planned 
release schedule The record 
manufacturers, said Wexler, are 
making a “terrible mistake” by 
loading the distributors and dee- 
javs with new releases, the major- 
ity of which don't get a chance to 
be heard, 

Wexler’s plan for Colpix, the 
disk arm of Columbia Pictures and 
which is nearing its first birthday, 
| has been to operate on a “con- 
trolled release” schedule. Wexler 
has been releasing about one al- 
bum and two singles a month: The 
plan, said Wexier, is devised to get 
maximum exposuré on the Colpix 
product and to build several key 
people on the roster “Four or 
five important artists are all we 
want,” said Wexler 

In addition to the “controlled re- 
lease” plan, Wexier is also limiting 
ihe areas in Which he distributes 
ne disk. He sends the new rec- 
ord to four or five markets to de- 
velop a test pattern and if the 
platter doesn't click, he drops the 
whole project. On the other hand, 
if the test territories show a favor- 
able reaction to the dick. he sends 
it out on national distribution. 
This, according to Wex ev, prevenis 
an overload of Colp:x disks on the 
national market and gives the com- 
pany a chance to be more sclective 
about the platters pcked for a 
coast-io-coast push. 

As the disk adjunct of Columbia 
Pictures and Screen Gems ‘for 
iv), Wexler points out that the label 
isn't going to put out just anything 
to promote the pic cr telefilm 
product but that it wll coordinate 
ts efforts with soundirack and/or 
tie-in albums that have individual 
meaning Upcoming disk-pic ties 
are “Magoo’s Arabian Nithts” and 


“Music from the Franz Liszt 
Story.’ 
On the artists’ end, Colpix is 


currentiy putt ng its promotional 
suns behind Jimmy Darren, who 
has already scored in the singles 
field with “Gidzet,” and Nina Si- 
mone, a new thrush whose first 
album will hit the market in about 
two weeks 





s— 


Artist-Disk Deais 








oral: Newpori Youth Band 
The Newport under 
the baton of Marshai! orown, has 


GUL) bald 


been inked by Coral tocords to a 
longterm pact. band, wa.ch com- 
priscs 18 teenagers irom tie New 
York area, rang:ng trom 14 to 18, 
was organized ai the behest of the 
Newport Jazz Fesiival board of di- 


rectors to encourace youngsiers in 


playing jezz. The bane i.ch de- 
buted at Carnegie tial = = 
March 15, will piay ine Newport 
Festival this summet! 


Decca: George Bassman 
George Bassman, conductor, ar- 
ranger and coiaposer, is joining 
Decca 2s a maestro. A veteran of 
film and radio-ty productions, 
Bassman is debuting on wax with 
a three-platter LP pacxage titled 
“The Gershwin Yea containing 
57 songs taken from 24 Broadway 
shows and pix 
Roulette: Castle Sisters 
The Castile Sisters have been 
inked by Roulette Records, debut- 
ing with “Drifting and Dreaming.” 
Trio is due to open at the Adol- 
phus Hotel, Dallas, June 3 for two 
weeks. 


Columbia: Vare!t & Bailly 
Varel & Bailly. French compos- 
ers and performers who are Cur- 
rently headlining at Radio City 
Musie Hall with their vocal group, 
Les Chanteurs de Paris, have been 
tapped by Columbia Records. They 

will cut their platters in Paris. 


Sunbeam: Suzanne Bernhard 

Suzanne Bernhard. French legit 
actress, will cut sides for Tommy 
Valando’s Sunbeam Records. She 
came to the U.S. in 1956 for a role 
in “New Faces” and has since ap- 
peared on scveral tv shows in 
straight dramatic roles 

Erroll Garner will make two ap- 
pearances at the Colonie Musical 
Theatre, Latham, N.Y., giving a 
jazz concert Junk 7, to nights be- 
fore the tenter ope iis regular 
l4-week season and apvearing 


with the Ximenez-Vargas Spanisn 





Ballet 


June 
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JULE STYNE 


and 


STEPHEN SONDHEIM 





For their great score 
x *k * 


ETHEL MERMAN 
in | 
“GYPSY” 


SMALL WORLD 
TOGETHER, WHEREVER WE GO 
EVERYTHING'S COMING UP ROSES 
YOU'LL NEVER GET AWAY FROM ME 
LITTLE LAMB 
SOME PEOPLE _ 
LET ME ENTERTAIN YOU 
ALL | NEED IS THE GIRL 
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Upbeat 














New York 


Erroll Garner who kicked 


eff Oakdale Music Theatre’s new 
s yn in Wallingford, Conn., Sun- 
day (24), is embarking on a tour 


tents with his one-man 
show... Music Publishers Holding 
Corp. commissioned Al Hoffman 
and Dick Manning to write new 
lyrics to Victor Herbert’s “Gypsy 
Sweethearts.” The Hilltoppers are 
slated to cut it for Dot Records... 
Wally Gingers orch returning to 
Roseland Dance City, N.Y., June 2 
for a four-week stay . Songstress 
Della Reese completed 90-minute 
“One-Night Stand” package for the 
WNTA-TV Newark, series. It’s 
due for telecasting June 1 . 

Drummer Dick Ridgely opening a 


new spot, the Fountain Room, on 
Montauk Highway, near South- 
hampton, adjacent to his Trade 
Winds restaurant-club Pianist 


Wayne Sanders again taking over 
the keyboard chores at Goldie’s on 
Fire Island 

Lenny Herman band returns for 
appearance at New 


it seventh 

York’s Rovsevelt Grill June 1 
Vivian UL ori, Counterpoint song- 
stre pacted for a return date at 
the 500 CC ‘lub n Atlantic City 
beginr June 20... Barry Frank, 
ex Sammy fas e vocalist, into the 
Safari Club, Long Island, next 
weekend (29 Sascha Burland, 
who is billed as lyricist on the 
tu! I Have A Cold Cha Cha,” 
i Granvil McCann- 


ile Burland, 


Burland came up with the song 
7 work on a jingle. Elliott’s 
vel n of the ng will be a Han- 
Ove label release . . Am-Par 
Records expanded he adqu arters in 
Paramount Bld and now occupy 
ing entire south wing of the 12th 
flo 
George Beverly Shea, RCA Vic- 
tor disker i the sacred music 
field. wa arias a plaque for 
the best male vocalist of 1938 by 
the National Evangelical Film 
Foundation for his LP “Through 
The Years” Records Associates 
had added the Cal and Treasure 





labels to its roster of indie diskers 
for which they press and distribute 
- Lion Club, Garden City, will 
present a dixieland through pro- 
gre ve jam session at Gar- 
den ( High — June 5 


Phil Moore ha ‘ranged and con- 
ducte n pe Mare for Atlantic 
Records tagged “The Mad '20’s.’ 
Set features pianist Bobby Short 
with an orch Maynard 
Fergusen brings his orch back to 
Birdland June 4 . The Four 
Preps set for Dick Clark’s “Amer- 
ican Bandstand” (ABC-TV) Satur- 
day (30 . Pyramid Records, in 
celebration of National Poetry 
Week, pr! Elmo Russ in a 
program of his songs in the Sky 
Room of the Carl Fischer Bldg 
Friday (29 

J. J. Johnson Quintet and Kenny 
Burrell’s combo opened at the Vil- 
lage Vanguard last night (Tues 


sents 


RGF Sol Yaged begins a Tuesday 
nig jazz series at the Back Room, 
Ja n Heights, June 2. 















OF THE 
WEEK 


TOMMY 
EDWARDS 


sings 


MY 
MELANCHOLY 
BABY 


K-12794 
Also in Stereo $K50122 











| test at Knokke-I 


Dow Elliott and, 


| terey 


| London 
“Oh Boy!”, 
ABC-TV, ends its run Sat 
30), but web plans to bring 
something similar in the fall w 
U. S. artists such as ; 
Avalon, Fabian, The Pony-Tails . 
Two “Oh Boy!” _ personalit 
rockers Marty Wilde and 
Richard, 


will appear at the N 
ern Royal Variety Show befor 


Queen Mother and Princess M 
garet in Manchester June 23 
Five British singers, yet to b n 


nounced, will compete with Cor 
tinental warllers in a $2.800 
.e-Zoute, Belgiu 
in the week starting July 24 
Tour by The Platters postp 
again due to continued illne 
Zola Tayior ... Mills Bros. sk 
to leave for Cintinental cor 
Sunday (31 Felix King, 
been pianist-leader at the Co 
Restau for nine yea 

at Quaglino’s Monday ‘1 

the Tommy Watt band. 


Hollywood 


Rex Allen switched from Ds 
where he’s been for past 


to Walt Disney's Vista 





years, 

Disneyland labels . . Imp 
Records signed Bobby Jay 
Jules Farmer to pacts B 
bardleader Ray Martin's t 
stereo albu “Love of My I 


“Martin Goes Latin” ar 
and Saddle,” will go out 
month under the Im, i 
essa Williams inked 











inked term pacts 
Loran, Bobby 


Kenny 
Williams ard Buddy Fradshaw, 


Chicago 
When Houston's Club C 
suspends its act pol 


summer, Ken H arris orch will t 


over for 13 \ Ks_ starti 
22. H s ¢ current! 
backs the Cont Hilton 





in Chi Ray Bauduc & Napp 
Lamare into the Preview I ? 

Aug. 19 for a month Budds 
Charles signed r 
Crow Cin 


week 





San Francisco 
Gordon & She‘la MacRae 
28) at Fairmont’s Venetian R 

Red Carland Trio openec 
at Jazz Workshop Arthur Lee 
Simpkins goes into Bimbo's 
Club June 4 Jazz Worksh 
‘ellar and Tropics joined to 
a big session which in | 
Dizzy Gillespie and Junior ~ tata 
for tenor saxist Brew Moore, 
ously ill at Frisco Hospit 
fit was held Monday 
Four Freshman play Ge e 
dros’ Fack’s II June 1-2 and 
Christy opens a three-week s 
June 4 Dave Pike has a1 
group working The Backsta 
Blackhawk signed Oscar Peterson 


2 


= 


Ber 


i 
— 
( 





Trio for Oct. 6 opening .. Jimmy 
Lyons, Monterey Jazz Fest 
general manager, ga\ two 
school eniors al 

Monterey Pe vi is College to 
participate in Buddy De Franco's 
| workshop — mone y's from Mor 


Fest’s profits Ja 
umnist Ralph J. Gleason s! 
Alf Montan, amusements editor 
Stockholm’s Expressen, to Fri 
jazz spots. 


Philadelphia 


Kal Winding Trombone Septet 
at Red Hill Inn May 29-31 
Sandy Stewart at Fountain 
.. . Dakota Staton current at Cele 
brity Room Sunnybrook Ba 
room discontinuing booking nan 
bands until Sept. 7... Ray C harle: s 
to headline the “O) sus in J 
Boatride down the Delaware 
June 15 Bandleaders 
Gray and Ervin Rodan have link 
forces as the Gray-Rodan o1 
Solomon Burke, teenage rock 
roll vocalist of a few years back 
Managing a gospel singin I 

Four Lads work Sciolla’s 
Dinah Washington 
Musical Bar May 25-30. 


Boston 
LaVern Baker and Hal 





week 
Pep’s 


Austin 


; orch at Bradford Hotel for holida 


night (30) Joni James i 





teenage beat show or 


Frankie 


Cliff 


Louis, Dick 








1605 N. Martel Ave. 





DICK PALMER Associates 


Free Lance Record Promotion 
HOllywood 9-2261 %* HOllywood 2-4552 


Hollywood 46, Calif. 








Hampton Beach 
Guy Lombardo booked for 
Nantasket, June 6.. 
men at Storyville, 
Odetta Ruthie Shapiro, 


sh rep, back from Ba 
Peterson’s The Wonder o 


tone ) ave been 


Robert 


rec Teddy Randazo in 
f Bob Clayton’s Boston Bal 
room” s WHDH-TV . Mel 
Dorfman's land combo at Jaz 
\ > Joe Carroll of Temp 
R s | ked Helen Manning, 
B k Angus, for an albun 
f Broad showtunes for release 
in I n with niterys first 
anni J 2 
St. Louis 
T current 


Barbara Carroll Trio 
e re ‘ Sheraton-Jeffe1 


Boulevard Room, with Ralph Sut- 
ton ) Guy Lombard | 
f n at ¢ se Club 
Rock King back at keyboard a 
( d é Earl — 
ew a Play liu 
I nge Jack De nett T rio in 
t it Park Plaza lerry- 
Rou Fashion-Aires on 
i at new Vogue Club 
Samm y Gardner and dixielan 
, l 4 : t *T tn ‘ eK < t 
I ! I ose Marks 
& |} hyithm King id Singleton 
Palmer & Miss Dixie land Six 
I I t Spa Jam Cen- 
tral ng the <tail hour every 
t >» Embers 


Bridgeport 
Disk j Rax 


Max Kaminsky t< 


traditional jazz 


W str I fn We str 
5 it a ‘ I 
Peewee Russell and Vic 
Jickenson 


Only Gotta Have Guitar, 


Young Emotions & $100 


To Come Up With a Click 


Troy, Pa 


t . 
tour through the 
reveals the 
€ > switen 
e pop music 
t K nas guitar 
e, the fellas 
t songs be simple 
oO ffairs or the 
ging Pr ( t dig ‘€ 
sv Straight cou 
e kids will 
Le! want- 
imbled pash of 
€ oi the fact 
¢ wordag and 
ires KE 
) 1 in his 
{ : idea what 
\ ds f one 
SCAP took care 
i BMI mad 
k 4 
t } t t Ss 
N too 
l 
} 
€ a 1 
usually y )- 
¢ R nd 
f t rules oi 
é $s especial 
t ers neve kn¢ 
f place 
} ncee-pres 
t 1 1] icks and, pron- 
W é © owner of a 
named afte 
tg anyvooay n 
nat can make a 
) t f lt ut I Ir 
i \ ie is Knocking 
rr : 100 buc 2 WeeK 
( est ed 
» ( 1 board com 
> 1 | 4 a&r 
n 
i he « hes spring 
the accident 
\ € ody in the 
> W a real good 
I ) l omething that 
bunch. This is 


Alamo’ s Name Orchs 
nio, Ma 

f me bands have 
one-nighters here 

e Alamo Club in the grand 


lilton Hotel 





hey include Teddy Phillips who 

ppeared May 1 Quintetto Alleg- 

May 29-3 Harry James, June 

2; Orrin Tucke June 26-27 and 

r Ju ! Henry King, Paul 
Neighbors and Blue Barron. 











Casino (30) and 
June 
19-20. Larry Elgart to the Surf, 
. Four Fresh- | 
followed by 


recora 








i Iti imore 
1 Washington in behalf of Ray} t 

f “You” 
RCA and Addrisi Bros.’ ‘“‘Cher- 
pacted by 
Keene, prexy of Dei-F 


Carroll has 
WICC to WNAB in 
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Inside Stuff — Music 

Continued from page 56 $$$ | 

iat developed a sticky valve month while McCoy was 

t Art Linkletter’s sho The youngster cannot walk, but 

t cra in r by ridiz in a wheele! Jazz music is the boy’s 

ir 1 hob that es him wings to soar above his dis- 

] ingster wrote a fan letter to McCoy saying that he con- 

Pred MecCe the world's reatest horn blower, “even better than 

i I iso asked that the next time h as a blood transfusion, 

would like to have a pint of McCoy's blood in his veins. McCoy 

said that he intends to make such an arrangement when a trans- 
Uslo 1 

Mem! of the Oskaloosa, Iowa, Women’s Club smile and nod 

whenever they hear “The Missouri Walt: \ share of all royalties on 

n orks of the late Frederick Knight Logan composer of “Pale 

loo Russian Lullaby Because God Gave Me You,” and many 

ther er known works, goes to the Women’s Club in accord with 

will of Logan’s méther Missouri Waltz for which Logan made 

the f plano arrangement (although he did not compose it), has 

been the most remunerative Johp Valentine Eppell composed the 


wrote the 


should be 


mes Rovce 
atlo would be possible if there 


nd J. R. Shannon (pseudonym of J 
s. Even more remun 


























evival of such songs as “Blue Rose Waltz “Summer Showers,” 
ru the Night,” “Moonlight Waltz” and “Military Waltz.” There 
I s of others that we mposed by “Iowa’s Waltz King.” 
f Logan and Ss mother the club annually gives eight 
ent berships in t Oskaloosa Community Concerts and two 

al scholarships to outstanding summer music camps 
né stra to be k ; Orchestra 
eing ed fo e pur} of LPs of 
S erettas ernized I created 
S I ng Ame ( nge ll be mu- 
ical and c direct ot t I lyrics and 
continui ialog by Hans H ! | gs. Rene 
LaGua formerly o Ope Cameo a tv series, will be admin- 

rator of the new ol 
Jazz Word,” an anthology of jazz writing, will be published 
f Ball ne books. Editors of the collection are Dom 
eas dir r of publicity and promotion for Warner Bros. 
d forme ate editor of Down Beat mag, Burt Korall, 
€ nd album producer at Coral Records, and Mort 
fa sing and me ng for Decca Records 

uel E. Olevson, of Harvard U. Law School, and Roger Need- 
M U. Law School, copped the top $500 prizes in the an- 
Nat! Burkan essay contest sponsored by ASCAP in memory 
ie So s first ger il counsel. The essays will be published 
other papers by Columbia University Press next fall. 
Karen ( ndler’s 1 Sunbeam disk ir Away Places,” will be 


oted.via the strawhat circuit. Miss Chandler, who'll be making 





t s this sun will incorporate the song in her “Say 
r It will be used as part of e “audition” scene in the 
song does not appear in the original score. 
he B g Song,” written by Charlie, Her and Harry Tobias, 
ing | i as the national bowling song. Tune is now the theme 
ABC \ Bowling Time and Bowling Stars.” Harry Tobias’ “Sail 
ng Silve Moon,” writte vith the late Per Wenrich 22 years ago, 
pass 3,000,000 sales mark in its Dot version by Billy Vaughn. 


Maynard Ferguson will double on camera when he 

t He is planning to film the 
t, with + aa footage in mind for 
1 














hei in Poland | 








res on jazz in the Warsaw's | 


Grevers this 


larterly Jazz,” edited by 


Polish musicians 
Moscow 
jazz group 


‘rry Mulligan’s and Shorty Rog- 
er’s arrangements. Kapustin group 
visit Poland in September. | 


By ROMAN WASCHKO 














Warsaw, May 19 

| e of the few Euro- 

] S it has opened its 

I nic I ts to 

( a f there is a e 
rt. t recordings of out- 
preceded by com- 

eptance there re- 

no the Great,” 

\ s picture. Sound- 
Polish is being’ made | 


Che Tailgate of Jazz 


Everyone Is Doing It 


WRITE 
ME 


Columbia Records 


s “The Origins 


izz” had big success special 
I I sting Poland | 
ne He will give two 


armony. | 
azz Lif created a sensation | 

Under leadership of Theo- | 
organization is 
z records to Poland free 
rge Iany persons have al- 

ré d.valuable re 
the Jazz Federation is be- 


( ords, 











sieged by tans requesting Jazz UV VNNTolt sas ith ilemiete) i Jel y Gale). | 
idi | 
iere’s a monthly devoted only 
jazz mu I lished in Poland, 
» 1956 From it an article on pe mee 
development of jazz in Poland A “HIGHLIGHT 


the Berkeley, Cal., For Every Program 
Ralph 
ve Brubeck Quartet visited 
last year, produced big im- 
most of jazz musicians now 
Brubeck’s approach. 
who visited 
discovered there a Breen rn} 
led by Nikolai Kapustin. 
group influenced by 


students 
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‘Top 40’ 


Semen Continued from page 55 Gaaeee 


under whose banner the convention 
is being held, has mapped a broad 
agenda covering general broadcast 
problems. The chief defender of 
the freedom of the disk jockeys, 
Mitch Miller, Columbia Records’ 
artists & repretoire chief, will not 
be aspeaker this year. Miller struck 
a nerve last year when he said 
that radio was becoming deperson- 
alized, and his voice will be mfssed. 

Topics covering the industry’s 
news operation, sales reps, promo- 
tion, live commercials, etc., will not 
give the deejays much chance to 
express their grievances. However, 
a couple of panels on “What Is Per- 
sonality Today?” and ‘“Program- 
ming — More than Just Juggling 
Numbers” are likely to be the take- 
off points for some lively palaver- 
Ing from the platform and the 
floor 

Although the deejays by and large 
no longer have the power to make 
their own selections for spinning, 
they're still being heavily romanced 
by the disk companies. The major 
labels are gathering in Miami Beach 
in force and are picking up the tabs 
for the various functions. United 
Artists Records is hosting the Fri- 
day (29) breakfast; RCA Victor is 
dittoing for the luncheon that day 
while Capitol Records is doing the 
cocktail bit in the evening 





On Saturday, Atlantic Records, 
Columbia Records and Liberty Rec- 
ords will repeat the hosting rou- 
tine of the day before. On Saturday 
night, a flock of diskeries are pro- 
viding the talent for an all-star 
show with Martin Block as emcee 
Sunday morning, but early, at 1 
a.m., Roulette Records is following 
up the show with an oldfashioned 
breakfast dance and barbecue 





e 


D8 Disk Biz 


Gee COntinued from page 55 Qaaee 
1958, according to the Board of 
Trade’s statistics. Latest of these 
covers M: when a 26 dip 
over Marct 1958. was revealed 
But interest is riding high in the 
April figures, yet to be compiled, 
inasmuch as these will show what 
effect the Government cut of the 
6! sales tax to 50 introduced 
in the budget, has had 

March sales totaled $2.136,400, 
as against $2,870,000 in the pre- 
vious year. This brings the first 
q ter’s sales to $8,.304.800, being 
21 less than the corresponding 


also show that the pro- 


1958 three months. The first-quar- 
1 
< of 45 rpm disks was 67° 


greater than in the first quarter of 
1958. but 70 fewer 78s and 25‘ 
fewer 33s were produced. 


Revertir to 


eomparison, production of 45s was 
32 up on last year, while 78s 
and 33s showed a 71° and 36‘ 
dro} respectivetls Actual num- 
bers ‘of disks were 2.408.000, com- 
pari with 1,827,000 (45 rpm 
710.000, as against 2,481,000 (78 
rpm); and 1,076,000, compared with 
1.630.000 (33 rpm 





PACE-SETTERS *: 
From MPHG 


Wa 


THE HANGING TREE 


MARTY ROBBINS COLUMBIA 


RIO BRAVO 


(From the W/B pic) 
DEAN MARTIN CAPITOL 


11 SUNSET STRIP 


DON RALKE WARNER BROS. 
FRANK ORTEGA JUBILEE 


KOOKIE, KOOKIE 


(Lend Me Your Comb) 
EDWARD BYRNES WARNER BROS. 











England’s +1 Instrumental — 


SIDE SADDLE 


Showing Up Strong Here With— 

* RUSS CONWAY on Capitol 
(No. | Dise in England) 

* JOHN BUZON TRIO on Liberty 

*® FREDDY MORGAN on Challenge 


* FERRANTE & TEICHER on 
ABC-Par. 
* SCOOBIE & DOOBIE on Climax 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 














March-to-March 


| track 








Coin Machines 
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Cueaiied.- pam Statistical Reports of Siiaiiedinns. 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 
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NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


(coin machines, retail 











This, Last TALENT 
Week Week ARTISTS AND LABEL TUNE 
1 1 WILBERT HARRISON (Fury) ......-..:-- Kansas City+ 
2 3 JOHNNY HORTON (Columbia) Battle of New Orleanst 
3 6 og Sg ee Dream Lover} 
6 10 TART PRICE (ABC POL) oc. ccceeccses .. Personality} 
5 4 MARTIN DENNY (Liberty) Quiet Village} 
6 2 DAVE (BABY) CORTEZ (Clock)......... Happy Organt 
i 5 BONE ee CCU) oinscsccsinsaed error Sorry, I Ran All Way Homet+ 
8 7 BYRNES-STEVENS (WB) Kookie, Kookie* 
9 9 DION & BELMONTS (Laurie) ........... Teenager In Lovet 
10 a Ee eee Only Yout 
rostTioxs TUNES 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 voc Ey BEE Ee on ae ree ee ieee a ree ee ee Fire 
2 3 +BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS ............ Warden 
3 6 SE Se OED x 9 ss Sma vas owsnees Vecee's Fern-Prog.-Trin. 
+ 10 |: 5 era ie eer L-Logan 
5 4 yk bs oy bg ry chai wen ees Chae Baxter Wright 
6 2 +HAPPY ORGAN Lowell 
i 5 +SORRY, I RAN ALL THE WAY HOME .. Figure 
8 7 SHI, TIES oop ka vce ces eens senses Witmark 
9 9 +A TEENAGER IN LOVE .... Rumbalero 
10 +ONLY YOU Wildwood 
* ASCAP * BMI F-Film 
. basis." The judge then made a) Beaumont Youth Center 


~ Glenn Miller 


= Continued from page 55 aoe 


— 
“exact duplications.of some of the 
most famous Glenn Miller hits 


Decca exploded its superlatives in 
promoting the synthetic records in 
its appeal. . .”” The. judge said that 
“it would take the most discerning 
, purchaser to look for the name 


Gershenson or ask the true origins 
of the recordings . Glenn Mille 

nd ‘Glenn Miller music’ were the 
attractions.” 

The judge ruled that Univer 
actually granted Decca unlimited 
commercial disk rights “which 
plaintiff never gave in the film con- 
tract and which she was powerful 
to grant.” The contract, he stated 
was explicit in its grant of musical 
material of the Miller estate, “yet 
| it perserves a silence wholly un- 
'derstandable with respect to re- 
cordings.” The court rejected the 


defendants’ claim that the sound- 
track disk was used as film ex- 
ploitation. He said the “sound- 
is clearly not advertising 
material which can be transplanted 
into an unlimited phonograph 
record right by another company.” 
The judge pointed out that Mrs 
Miller received substantial returns 
from the picture (over $650,000 
and increased royalties from RCA 
Victor records (from $20,000 in 
1944 to $247,000, in 1954). But, he 
said, this cannot be regarded as 
an argument against her claim 
against Decca and U. “The wealth 
of the victim,” he ruled, “grants 
no reprieve to the pickpocket.” 
The judge granted Mrs. Miller a 
clear right to a royalty payoff on 
the Deca album. He said that “the 
damages might well be extended 
to the profits derived by defendant 
Decca from its sale of the record- 
ings in question ,.. On the other 
hand, it would seem harsh to en- 
| rich the estate so far beyond what 
} it might recover on the royalty’ 


reference to the “unknown factor 
of RCA Victor's absence from th» | 
litigation as a_ plaintiff. 

Decca v.p. Leonard W. Schneide: 
in commenting on the case, stated 
that no matter what happens on 
appeal, it will involve an account- 
ing of approximately $20,000 to 
$25.000. “Attorneys for Decca are 
now making necessary arrange- 
ments for an immediate appeal,” 
he said. 

Adding insult to 
Epstein said that he listened to 
the Glenn Miller soundtrack and 
the original recordings on a hi-fi 
set and found the authentic Miller 
disks “superior, at least in the 
high fidelity reproduction.” 


injury, Judge 





Kay Norton 


Continued from page 55 


of the bigger sales items in Swe- 
den and Italy. And another over- 
all point made by the UA ambas- | 
sador is that with so many of the 
film companies going into the disk 
biz, the impressions got around 
that their platters carry only film 
music. Personal contacts are the 
best dispellers of such notions. 

The five-week tour, which took 
London, Stockholm, Copenhag- 
Frankfurt, Hamburg. Amster- 
dam, Berlin, Paris, Milan and 
Rome, resulted in some new deals 
for UA Records and its fraternal 
United Artists Musie Corp., to- 
eether with the initiation of others 
In Sweden, Miss Norton signed to | 
form a jointly owned pubbery, 
Karin, with Multitone; in Germany 
she worked on a disk tieun. not yet | 
finalized, and made publishing ar- | 
rangements with Melodie der Welt; | 
in France she linked diskwise with | 
Psthe Marconi; in Italy she started 
publishing negotiations. Miss Nor- 
ton also declared she was working | 
on “a very good deal” involving | 
the importation of tapes from | 
Europe. 


PIII IAAI EEA 


in 
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Named for ‘Big Bopper’ 


Beaumont, Tex., May 26 
The 

north Beaumo 

the late J 


songwriter 


city’s 


in 
named for 


new youth 
nt will be 
P 
and singer 


for 


center 
Richardson, local 


who rose to 


national fame his “Big Bopper 
He killed in an 
airplane crash last February. 

The name “J. P. Richardson 
Memorial Youth Center’ was 


lected by the committee on naming 


recordings. was 


se- 


at a meeting in city hall. Choice 
was made from among some 150 
names suggested in a city-wide 


contest for highschool and junior 
high students. Center is located in 


the city park department building 


and will be opened early next 
month. 
tichardson attended Beaumont 


schools and was a disk jockey and 
program director 


for KTRM here. | 


White Woman Vs. 
‘Negro Station On 


Pact As Deejane 


Cleveland, May 26. 

A white woman disk jockey said 
she intends to invoke the new Ohio 
Fair Employment Practices law in 
a suit against WABQ Radio here 
charging racial discrimination in 
that the station did not put her on 
the air as it had promised 

Usually FEP svits 
by a Negro against white concerns, 
In this case. WABQ programs for 
Negroes and its a'r talent is over- 


are brought 


whelmingly colored 

Gerry Lee Galer, fired from 
WABQ recentl here she had 
worked in the continuity-program- 
ming depariment, said that when 
she joined the rew station last 
February she had been promised 
on-the-air work by Preston G. 
Tuschman Jr., owner-manager. 


When Tuschman cecided to slant 
for the Negro audience, she was 
left high, dry ard with no program, 
Miss Galer She hired attor- 


said 


ney Michael Shene to prepare the 

suit 
Dick Drury also has a suit pend- 
ng against WA". He had been 
hired as provram. director-disk 
jockey. When Trschman decided 
on the Neerro siant. Drury was 
given the choice of joining sales 
eavine. He left and sued. 


staff or | 


SYLVANIA © FRRACE 
SKEDS ! PAM ORCHS 


edo, May 26 
Centennial Terrace. outdoor 
dance spot at nearby Sylvania, 
operated by Bob Bure, has booked 


several name bans for one-night 


stands this season. First of these 
will be Ray McKinle with the 
Glenn Miller troure on June 23 
Other bookings a \Varren Cov- 
ington and the Tommy Dorsey 
orch, July 7; Larry Ficart, July 21; 
Stan Kenton, July 25: Les Brown, 
Aug. 11; Dukes of Dixieland, Aug. 
25 

Several groups have been ob- 
tained for weekend sessions, start- 
ing with Jack Runyan on May 30 


New Victory at Sea’ LP 


A new recordi: of Richard 
Rodgers’ “Victory At Sea, Vol. 1” 
will be launched by RCA Victor 


next month with a slash of $2 off 
the list price of $5 fer the monaural 
LP and $6 for the stereo ‘disk. A 
bestseller in Victor's catalog, the 
score is being rerecorded with 
stereo equipment under the baton 
of Robert Russell Bennett. 

The music originally served as 
backing for the NBC-TY documen- 
tary series, “Victory at Sea.” 








MUSIC BY 
JESSE GREER 


ONCE IN A 
LIFETIME 


FROM 
EARL CARROLL'S 
“VANITIES” 
Published by 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 
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GERRY MULLIGAN 
JIMMY GIUFFRE 


Currently Three Week 
European Concert Tour 


BOOKED EXCLUSIVELY BY 


reeeeee es ae 


y ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


745 Fifth Ave. 
New York 22, N.Y. 
PLaza 9-4600 


Chicago, Ill. 
CEntral 6-945¢ 


203 N. Wabash Ave. 


407 Lincoln Rd. 
Miami Beach, Fla. 
JEfferson 8-0383 


8619 Sunset Biva. 
H' wood 46, Calif 
OLympia 2-9940 
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Figen Airer ‘Entertainment, So US. nh Ribback Sole Owner | 


Chicago, May 26. 
Jack Eigen's latenight radio in- 
terview session has become the} 
key issue over whether the Chez 
Paree owes Uncle Sam a whopping 
tax bill 
Internal Revenue Service last 


week said it has filed two liens | 
against the vet nitery totaling} 


$130,457. The bulk of that is due, 
it says : Eigen’s airlaner 
from-the Chez lounge constituted | 





entertainment. Nitery thinks other- | 


1 


wise. Mecociiaiiy IRS claims the 


Chez is in arrears $81,388 (20% of | 


bar receipts) for the period from | 
April, 1953, to March, 1958. Second | 
lien covers non-payment of excise | 
taxes from March to September of 
last year 

Much of the latter debt has al-| 
ready been paid, Chez legalite 
Joseph Borenstein said. 

Borenstein announced the club 
plans to fight the larger lien, with 


explanation that Eigen’s gabbing | 
was never considered entertain- | 


ment by the Chez, and that custo- 
mers therefore were not charged 
an amusement levy. Eigen now 
originates his show from. the 
WMAQ studios, having been pink- 
slipped several weeks ago by the 
cabaret 

If the Chez loses out in the 
courts, IRS could padlock the 
largeseater, now in its 27th year. 
Even if it wins, and the tax bill is 
reduced by $81,382, fact that a siz- 
able sum would still be owing re- 


a 





| 


| In KC. for St. Jude Hosp 


| Kansas City, May 26. 
Danny Thomas is set to put in a 
weekend of public appearances 
here June 5-7 to raise funds for his 
pet charity, St. Jude Hospital at 
Memphis. Principal event will be 
a variety show at the Municipal 
Auditorium Saturday (16), night, 
| with a number of name acts on the 
bill. Tickets are going at $5 top. 
Thomas also is to appear at the 
| K. C.-Baltimore American League 
| game at Municipal Stadium Friday 
jnight, and a $25-per-plate dinner 
} at Hotel Muehlebach Sunday night 
will climax the events. 
Spearheading the drive here is 
Ned Eddy, partner in the Eddy 
Bros. night club and longtime 
| friend of Thomas. 


Frontier, Tooters 
In Vegas Court On 


Minimum’ Hassle 





flects the bovoff'ce woes that gen-| 


erally have been plaguing it. A! 


bright spot, however, is Red Skel- 
ton’s current 18-day stand, his first 
at the club since 1926, and which, 
accordin to management, drew 
the best advanee in Chez history. 


Widow cf Tony Stralla 
(He Built L.'’.’s Stardust) 
In Attorzst at Suicide 


San Jose, Cal., Mz ay 26 


The widow of gaimbler Tony 
Cornero Stralla, who built the Star- 
dust in Las Vegas but didn’t live 
to it open t herself in the 
shor in a suicide attempt near 
Ss J re 

\I Barbara Catherine Stralla 
an ex-film actress known as Bar- 
| i! told Santa Clara County 
deputies ; ward that she was 
broke and weary. She added: 

“I'm rry I did it. I didn’t know 
it would hurt so much.” 

Mrs. Stralla was driving to Can- 
ada when her car broke down. She 
valked amlessiy on a _ nearby 
ranch when workmen saw her,with 
a pistol in hand. They called a 
deputy, but when he tried to ciimb 
a fence to reach her, she pointed 


the pistol at him and threatened 
to shoot him, then herself. 

She put the pistol to her chest, 
pulled the trigger and it misfired. 
Her second attempt put a slug 
through her shoulder tissue 

Her condition at Santa Clara 
County Hospital is not serious. 

-d four years cated 


Hope’s 166 From 126 
Cotten Carnival Draw 


Memphis, May 26. 
Bob Hope iractured ’em at his 
show for the Cotton Carnival shin- 
ig at the Auditorium last week. 
lhe crowd was under par, netting 
‘ 





$12,900, with Hope getting a flat 
guerantee of $10,000. 

Comedian certainly didn’t show 
ariy fects of his eye ailment as 
he parlayed one gag after another 
into socko laughs. There were 
3,321 pa'd customers at $5 top. 

Hope was on nearly an hour and 
appeared tired, but pitched a bar- 
rage of sizzling gags. Al Mack em- 
ceed the show 

Dodie Stevens, 13-year-old rec- 
ord rage, earned solid apptduse 


with her “Yes Siree” and stopped | 


‘em with her 1,000,000 por Bg “Tan 
Shoes and Pink Shoe Laces. Ro- 
berta Linn, a Hope touring part- 
ner, earned big mitts with a med- 
ley. Burns Bros. & Evelyn and 
the Four Flickers were the other 
acts. 

Nate Evans was the orch. Matt. 

Marty Allen ‘ex & Mitch De-|! 
Wood) has combined with Steve | 
Rossi in a new act opening next 
Wednesday (2) at the Town & 
Country, Brooklyn. 





Las Vegas, May 26 
4 dispute between operators of 
the New Frontier Hotel and the 


Musicians’ Union is being aired in 
court here hefore Dist. Judge 
George Marshall. Frontier group 
claims the union is trying to set a 
minimum number of musician 
who can perform in a hotel lounge 


le combo leader 











miy 1 organized her o 
group and joined the union 

At least two Strip hotel }; 
dénts. J Entratter « S 
and B Gof 1 of the 
have | naed by I 

t Calvin Magle ) 
a u en ai I i 

Hat ot als have alre 
lé pied to have represent 
the M ans Pro Ur 
Local 3¢9, held in ntemy 
court for allegedly violating the 
ter lS 0 a ter orary rest ilt “4 
order issued by Judge Marshall! on 
May 8. Hotel attorneys claim t 


the union threatened to fine M 
Ryan $1.000 if she performed 
the Frontier 

This, the hotelmen assert, is a 
direct violation of the tempor 
restraining order 

_ Union officials, in their answer 

aim that the hotel signed a « 
sir calling for two combos to 
play for iounge star Beatrice Kay 
and two piano players to perforn 
during the intermissions. 

Subsequently, one of the band 
was released in violation of tl 
contract, according to the union 
| In addition, Miss Ryan's hotel con- 
tract was not submitted to the 
union for approvel 48 hours in 
advance of the time it was to have 
gone in effect, as provided by the 
bylaws of the Musicians Union 

The hotel's position has been 
that the union is attempting to dic- 
tate how many musicians shall ap- 
pear in a lounge with a singing 
act. Hotel officials say that two 
‘bands are not justified at this time 





Howard’s Harrah’s Post 


Reno, May 26 

Harrah’s has retained Merle 
Howard, Los Angeles freelance 
booking agent and at one time 
head of the Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica office in San Francisco, as 
entertainment coordinator for the 
organization’s three clubs 

Russ (Candy) Hall, entertain- 
ment director, said Howard will 
work principally as a screening 
man and talent scout, and as his 
immediate assistant. Howard at 
one time fronted his own band at 
Lake Tahoe, where Harrah's plans 
to open a $3,000,000 theatre-rest- 
aurant, and was formerly enter- 
tainment director for a hotel on 
the Las Vegas Strip. 
| Howard will retain his main of- 
fice in L. A. and continue to live 
(at his San Fernando. Valley home 


At Gate of Horn Reprise 


Slaps $130,457 Tax Bill on Chi Paree |< Gate af Horn, tn Sa 


cause of “a damage caused by | 


fire in the structure above it, is 


| slated to reopen June 16 with Bob 


Danny Thomas ona Bike | 


Gibson headlining and Alan Rib- 
back as sole owner 

Rib 
his partner, Albert Grossman, who 
plans to devot e himeelf to concert | 





management and a new restaurant 
| 


he’s prepping 





Prima-Smith 2506 


For Copa Record; 
Tony s Tall Teeoff 


The fortnight of Louis Prima & 
Keely Smith which ended at the 
Copacabana, N. Y., last Wednesday 
20), resulted in a record-breaking 


|take at the Jules Podell hospice 


It’s estimated that the final count 
hit $250,000 for the run 

Major reason for the upped 
gross was the fact that the spot 
did three shows nightly, and on 


Saturday (16), they did four, which | 


is more than any other performer 
has done in the history of the cafe 
Although figures were not avail- 
for the Frank Sinatra run of 
a few years ago, it’s believed that 
ra did somewhat less than the 
1ith combo because of the 
policy Sinatra also 
missed several shows because of 
However, individual checks 
E considerably higher dur- 
g the Sinatra run 
Tony Martin opened excellently 
at the Copa on Thursday (21), and 
eservations indicate that a healthy 
ce will be maintained during his 

















Ringling 2506 in Boston 
For 10, Same a as for Week 


ston, May 26 
I I and Barnum & 
i s exited Sunday (24 
I Garden » mild biz 
f« ] date first such 
s 1 over 2 decade Show 
opened to spotty biz which contin- 
thi t the stay, and indi- 
cations we that the gross would 
é ( e the standard 








for six days 
the Garden, $250.000 
Contention of the brains steer- 

ing the circus in past vears that 


Hub is go for $250,000 in six 

lavs, and no matter how much 

longer the stand was, they wouldn't 

get more seems to have been 
proved 

D the circus stay, Fr. Ed- 

F. Sullivan, “circus priest,” 

was | ly bitten by a horse he was 

stroking a a matinee He wa 


rushed to Mass, General Hospital 


Nino Nani’s Sixth Run 
At Denver’s Top of Park 
Denver, May 26 
Friday (22) was the start of Nino 
Nani's sixth engagement at the Top 
of the Park, one of the city’s lead- 


ind dine and dance spots, atop the 


Park Lane Hotel in residential 


Bob Corash, who books Top of 
the Park, says the piano comedy 
act was being rebooked for the 
rush-to-the-Rockies visitors swarm- 
i town for Colorado’s Cen- 





tennial 

Crandall and Charles will ap- 
pear the following week (29) and 
June 6 will bring the Pepper Pots 
combo, which will remain for the 
summer 


Name 8 to Friars Board 

i Friars Club, N. Y., ha 
elected eignt of its members to 
the board ofgovernors for a two- 
year term. 

Named were Alan King, Buddy 
Howe, Phil Charig, George Hoft- 
mar, Burton Turkus, Nat Dunn, 
‘dd'e Elkort and Ray Bloch. 





CNE Eyes Gate Cut 
To Lure Family B.0. 


Owing to reduced family attend- 


ick last week bought out | 


the Canadian National | 


| the gat e admission by 15e Ww ith tis 
also cancelling thé 
to the grounds to see ae 


this year will 
George Gobel at a $3 top. 
McCallum’s recommendation 
: to be discussed 
, is that a special fami 
j plan be introduced providing for a 
book of five tickets for $3 or 15c 
less than previous year’s admission 
5c. It is possible also that, 


back to the old rate of 50c for 
including children over 12. | 


AGVA Foundation 
In Bounce Act On 
2 of Union’s Ba. 


members of the national 





were refused ad- 
ce to a meeting recently of 
porators of the AGVA Foun- 
Russell Swann and 





ynfab was called in orc 





misreprese ntes i 


undation had no power 
yme for the indigent, 











at an incorporators’ I 
time proved concl 
that previous actions taken 
and the Foundation's at- 





P< 
Frolics’ Name Layouts 
Salisbury Beach, ] 
Mulcahy is readying his 
sat Frolics, where big names 


* two seasons back when 
booze ban was on, with a sked of 
These include Erroll Gar- 


Lester will have the orch 
resort nitery where season 
will run from June to Labor Day 
, Hub-based comic, 


2 © 





in past with admission 


Death of Abramson Seen Triggering 
Tight Hold on Trust Fund By AGVA 


The recent death of Nat Abram- 
son, head of the WOR Artists Bu- 
reau and trustee of the American 


|}Guild of Variety Artists Welfare 


Trust Fund, may be followed by 
a further attempt to seize control 


|of the Fund and put the assets of 


that organization under Jackie 
Bright, national exec secretary of 
AGVA, attorney Harold Berg and 


| 
| Margie Coate, director of the Sick 


& Relief Fund of the union. 
Observers close to the situation 


| figure that the firm of Silverstone 


& Rosenthal will be ousted from 
the post of attorney and Berg sub- 
stituted. With Berg directing the 
legal aspects of the Fund, it’s 
seen that Miss Coate may be able 
to get some of the assets for some 
of her pet projects. 

Miss Coates, as Sick & Relief 
director, has consistently refused 


| to permit inspection of her books 


AGVA is represented on the fund 


| by three of its national board mem- 
' bers who have regularly voted as 


a unit in attempts to get Berg 
as the attorney for the body. The 
employers are presently repre- 
‘nted by George A. Hamid (GAC- 
Hamid prexy) who is chairman of 
the board and Arnold Kaufman, 
of General Teleradio, Abramson 
sparked the opposition to Berg's 
iscension to the post. It's recalled 
that Silverstone & Rosenthal wrote 
he charter for the Welfare Fund 
which prohibits expenditures on 
any item not approved by the 
courts. It’s likely that a new at- 
I would attempt to rewrite 
portion of the charter. 
rhe major question mark in the 
entire situation on the trust fund 
is Hamid. He had been reported 
avering On that question of chang- 
ttorneys, but was kept in 
\bramson. Trustee Kauf- 








n of the Mutual network, in the 
last att pt to change attorneys, 
der ced the motion as a means 
ot uj tling employer. nion equ - 

board. That constituted 

t tempt to Ousi the | { 
t after a dis- 

hi k ( ni resoiue 

) i dD iced Jain to 
( ing Live atlol ys It's exXe 
pected that Milton Goldman, an 

t nev who is presently alternate 
on the board, will succeed Abram- 

( er employee fund altere 
na is booker Charlie Rapp. 


TV’s O'Brian and Arness 
Set Holsters for Hope’s 


Bill at Cleve. Cain Park 


Cleveland, May 26 
Bob Hope corraled several tv 





personalities — Hugh O'Brian of 
“Wyatt Earp” series and James 
(“Gunsmoke”) Arness — for per- 


sonal appearances in his two-week 
variety shows at Cain Park Thea- 
tre here starting June 15. 
O'Brian becomes guest star June 
18 and 19 while Arness will join 
Hope in skits written for the occa- 
sion June 27. Elaine Dunn, Cleve- 
land dancer who toured in Hope's 
troupes, is appearing in initial re- 
vue plus a local choir and several 


Hope, who grew up here, and 

Max Mink, his lifelong friend pro- 
ducing summer series, are aiming 
to put the 3,000-seat amphitheatre 
on the national map as a showcase 
for bigtime vaudeville. 
Mink, also managing director of 
Cineraina Palace, has already 
signed Johnny Mathis who will 
bring along his own show the week 
of June 29 at Cain Park. Firmly 
slated as succeeding attractions 
are Frankie Avalon, Sammy Davis 
Jr., Jerry Lewis, Ricky Nelson and 
Harry Belafonte, Mink said. Scaied 
at S2 to $5, there will be eight 
performances weekly, with doubie 
bills Fridays and Saturdays at 7:45 
and 10 p.m. Carl de Marco has 
becn appointed conductor of pit 
or¢ 


Project tagged as the Cain Park 





Festi Star Theatre is expecied 
to revitalize the Cleveland Heichts 
municipally operated outdoor the- 
ati which staged operettas and 


concerts uv to a couple of seasons 
aco. Vauce series is getting the 
backir? o° supurb’s civie. associa- 
tion and city officials 
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Catskills See Boom 


Summer; Concord s 


Name Sked as Grossingers Stands Pat 





The Catskill Mountain belt ex-+¢ 
pects its biggest season in years, 
weather permitting. Starting with | 
Decoration Day, the bulk of the 
hotels expect virtually sellouts 
weekends and from July 1, near 
sellouts weekdays. 


At the same time, it’s anticipated | 


that talent employment in that 
area will reach peaks because of 
the revision of price structure in| 
many phases of buying talent. | 
Those still aligned with the plans 
put out by various mountain book- 


ers to get more hotels to use talent | 


during the week will provide the 
upbeat in use of acts. Under plans 
introduced two season ago, hotels 
that use talent on the slow nights | 
of the week get breaks in price, | 
since the bookers are paying 
straight weekly salaries to many 
acts. 
inns buying shows for the week- 
ends. 

Only one hotel will be making a 
conscious effort to get a consistent 
schedule of names. The Concord | 
at Kiamesha Lake will use Dick | 
Shawn, Lionel Hampton orch and 
Diahann Carroll over the weekend. 
Phil Greenwald, who does the buy- 
ing for the Arthur Winarick opera- 
tion, has stated that he has a com- 
mitment for Sammy Davis Jr. for 
duly 18; Tony Martin, Aug. 1; Billy 
Eckstine, July 26; and will try for | 
other top names. 

On the other hand, the nearby 
Grossingers feels that its reputa- 
tion as a hostel demands only solid 
entertainment from _ performers | 
that are fairly well known, and 
will not under any circumstances 
6tart a talent war. 


@tandard acts. 
added stimulus 
present plans. 

These two hoteis, with a capacity 
of 2,200 at the Concord and about 
1,600 at the Grossinger, get te 
bulk of the business, 
spots such as Kutsher’s, Neville, 
Brown's, 
business as well. Most hotels in 
the area are close to sellouts dur- 
ing a great part of the summer. 
The Catskill region is expected 
to provide emplyoment for about 
850 acts weekly. 


HILDEGARDE TO BOW 


They feel that no 





CASINO IN ARUBA 


Hildegarde has been signed to 
©pen the Aruba Caribbean Casino, 
Aruba, starting July 1. Casino will 
be operated by Clifford Jones and 


Jake Kozloff, who also own the 
International Casino, Port-au- 
Prince, Haiti. 


Jones is presently topper of the | 


Thunderbird Hotel, Las Vegas, but 
is slated to leave that venture un- 
der a consent decree arrived at 
with the Nevada Gaming Com- 
mission, which forbids Las Vegas 
operators from investing in casinos 
outside this country. Jones was 
called in because of his operations 
t the Havana Hilton, Havana, and 
faiti 

Kozloff is managing all the 
Jones enterprises outside the U.S. 


‘Show of Stars’ OK B.0. 
In 15th Honolulu Ride 


Honolulu, May 19. 
Fifteenth “Show of Stars,” pro- 
moted by Earl Finch, turned out 
to be another money-maker last 





weekend, with two shows Friday 
(15) night, three Saturday, all in 
the Civic Auditorium, and two 


shows Sunday in the big bowl at 
the Army's Schofield Barracks. 


Prices for the in-town perform- | 


ances ranged from $2.20 for re- 
serves, $1.45 general admission, 
$1.25 teenagers and 90c for chil- 
dren under 12. Headliners 
the Crests, Travis & Bob, Clyde 
McPhatter and Peter Votrian.| 
Supplemental Isle talent included | 
Ronnie Diamond, Ai Lucas, the 


Difference is made up by the | 


That hetel’s | 
expenditures will be considerable | 
during the summer, but mainly for | 


is needed under | 


with other | 


Raleigh hitting excellent | 


were | 


‘Dale Robertson, Nikita’s $ 
Nags for K.C. Horse Show 


Kansas City, May 26. 
Dale Robertson has been set to 
appear at the American Regal 


The “Wells Fargo” 
| is skedded to come here with three 
range sidekicks and his nag, Leo 
Jr. 

A second attraction is to be the | 
three white Russian plugs given 
to Cyrus Eaton, Cleveland tycoon, | 
by Nikita Krushchev. Eaton is a 
major stockholder in the Kansas 
| City Power & Light Co., and is 








‘FELD BAUS, 60 
RUBE GOLDBERG 


By LES CARPENTER 


Washington, May 26. 

Washington's Feld freres, Irvin 
and Israel, who blend their various 
show biz operations with the 
smoothness of a frozen daquiri 
machine, have devised a “value 
book” for their upcoming outdoor 
Carter Barron Amphitheatre sum- 
mer season which involves intri- 
cate economics. ' 


There’s nothing like it. 








[Salaries of Garland Show Paid By 
Asthma Org From Promoter's Share 























| Carland Program P.S. | 





New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Note in program for Judy Gar- 
land show at the Met anent John 
W. Bubbles (Buck &) state they 
were the first Negro act to appear 
at Radio City Music Hall. Berry 


Using | Bros. were the first Negro turn at 


the various coupons in different | Hall, appearing on opening bill in 


ways, the $3.50 book can have an 
ultimate value of $50, while at the | 
/same time solving several prob- | 


|lems for the Feld brothers. 


It’s ingenious. And like most 


sending the trio because of his ties | everything else the Felds delve | 


here, 

Lon Cox, Salina, Kans., 
exhibitor, is chairman of the Royal 
i Show committee. 


Cite Pa. Blue Laws 





As Killing Hotels : 


Philadelphia, May 26. 

“The Pennsylvania Blue Laws 
with their liquorless Sundays, 
; among other restrictions, threaten 
| to put the hotels out of business,” 
| according to Lloyd B. Carswell, 
| President of the Philadelphia Ho- 
| tel Assn. and general manager of 
the Sheraton. 


“The Blue Laws turn the center- | 


playyard every weekend,” 
stated. “If Philly is to keep pace 
with modern living there must be 
an end to laws passed as far back 
|faced with this very curious set 
|of restrictive laws that threatens 
to put us out of business.” Hotels 
here are more than half empty on 
as 1794. The hotel industry here is | 
weekends, Carswell added. 





Quebec Fair’s Surplus 
Quebec, May 26 

Operations of the Quebec Pro- 
vincial Exhibition show a 25th con- 
secutive annual surplus for the 
past year, according to a recent re- 
port of the Exhibition Commission. 
The net surplus, after deduction 
of a $92.592 deficit for the Coli- 
seum, adds up to $8,466.85. Total 
surplus for the Exhibition alone is 
| $101,058.85. There was a record 
attendance of 401,285. 

The 14 Coliseum performances 
of the “Fantasia 58” spectacle dur- 
ing the 10-day exhibition run drew 
, 60.538 customers, a rise of nearly 
_— 000 over the 1957 show. 





By JOE COHEN 

| Milton Berle Week was marked 
by a series of events It started 
| with the telethon over the week- 
end in which $610,000, with returns 
still coming in, was realized, and 
wound with a pair of accolades last 
Tuesday (19) paid to him by the 
Friars of which he has been ab- 
bot emeritus for a number of years. 
From here on in, Brele has an- 
nounced that he will henceforth 
be a visitor to the east. He's mov- 
ing to the Coast, where he hopes 
| life will be easier, less competitive 
‘and cheerier. 

| However, it wasn’t for this rea- 
son that emcee Jack E. Leonard, 
|at the Friars stag luncheon for 
him at the Copacabana, said, “For 
the first time, the Friars are hon- 
oring a man who is through.” 
Berle retired from the television 
wars after the expiration of his 
contract with Kraft. 

The Friars luncheons generally 
| regarded as masterpieces of ri- 
baldry, have been sellout affairs. 
| This shindig, for which $10 and $12 
was charged (latter for non-mem- 
bers), 
| house. 


was presented to a packed 
Berle is a name for whom 


city into a graveyard instead of a! 
the exec | 


| ment, 


into, it has caught on and is 


a | 
picture | | certain advance sellout as things 


stand, although the Felds an- 
nounced confidently in advance 
ot only 15,000 would be sold. 
This is their sixth season of 
packaging their own variety re- 
vues around top headliners for 
| Carter Barron, which the Felds 
lease from the Government. For 
his year’s June 11-Sept. 7 season, 


kelton, Jerry Lewis, Harry Bela- 
fonte, Ella Fitzgerald and Johnny 


| 


they’ve signed, among others, Red | 


Mathis, plus a week of Met stars | 
| singing operas and two weeks with | 
two ballet companies (‘‘Washing- | 


ton,” declares Irvin Feld, “is one 
of the nation’s top ballet towns”). 

The Felds, whose business inter- 
ests gre extensive and have pyra- 
mided with Horatio Alger over- 
tones, worked out a 


(Continued on page 66) 


Roxy Latching On 
To Name Talent 


The Roxy Theatre, N. Y., is seek- 
ing to reinstitute bigtime entertain- 
Deal is in the works to 
have Spike Jones go into that 
house in July. The theatre has 
booked Gretchen Wyler. Blackburn 
Twins and Will Jorden for a 
June 26 stand, and teeoff on the 
act policy will take place Friday 
(29) with The Goofers, Lillian 
Halpin, Darry! Stewart and McKay 
& Charles. 

The Roxy has been on an act 
policy for some time, but has per- 
mitted the production to be the 
major item with the acts filling in. 
Stress now is on the performers 
and it’s likely that Robert Rothafel, 
managing director, will buy what- 





‘ever names are available. 


| York before venturing 


| turns. 


has been built via these shindigs 
—Jack E .Leonard, formerly Fat 
Jack and now a middlesized speci- 
men since he shed a lot of weight. 
He is undoubtedly the top rostrum 
personality in these parts. It used 
to be that the Friars exec director, 
Car] Timin, would wait for a time 
when there was expected to be a 
concentration of comics in New 
on these 
ribroasts. By looking at the dais, 
its’ evident that now he needs only 
Jack E. to do the heavy work, and 
the others are generally for sup- 
port and decoration. 
Jack E.'s ‘Good Day’ 

Leonard was in excellent form. 
He started and encouraged the 
ribaldries while eschewing that 
form of humor during his own 
It’s true that many on the 
dais lent themselves to ribbing. 
Jack Barry, for example, had to 
open with the statement that he 
was a comedian’s delight. But he 
did an excellent job in a discourse 
af Berle’s book “Earthquake’”’ writ- 
ten in conjunction with John Roe- 
burt “It’s the only book that loses 
| something in the same language.” 
| He was introduced by Leonard as 


Drifters, the Uniques, Dan Dalton, | the pro and lay members of the | an authority on the American pris- 


and Charlie Santos orch, with Tom | 
Moffatt as emcee. 


Friars turn out, but it has become | on system. Leonard, 


|axiomatic that a new attraction 


incidentally, 


| sensed that things were going well 


Dec. 1932. It was also stated that 
| Buck and Bubbles were in “Zieg- 
feld Follies” of 1930. There was no 
Follies that year. It was ‘31 edi- 
tion. Sol Rubenman 


Hirst Appeal Vs. 
BAA Award Nixed 


Philadelphia, May 26 
An appeal by the Hirst circuit 
to set aside a $15,000 judgment by 
a lower court was denied last week 
by the U. S. District Court of Ap- 
peals here. Previously, the Fed- 
eral Court in this district had 





| awarded that sum to the Burlesque 


| Artists Assn. 


| BAA members 


for breach of con- 
tract. 


Issue stemmed from an agree- 


“value book” | ment signed in 1951 by Hirst and 


| the BAA which stipulated that only 
in good standing 


| were to be hired by the burley 


| 
| 


wheel. The union claimed that the 
pact was abrogated by the theatres, 
and therefore the urfion suffered 
damages. 

Since the suit was instituted, the 
BAA jurisdiction has been taken 
over by the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. BAA is now suing 
the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America and AGVA for a com- 
bined $200,000 and the return of 
the jurisdiction. 


Noes for Nudes 
London, May 26 

Harold Minsky, Las Vegas epi- 
dermis impresario, has been taking 
a gander at London's nude floor- 
shows. His verdict? No dice. 
said: “I couldn't put this sort of 
thing on in Las Vegas. Sure, I 
have nudes in my _ shows but 
they're only part of the spectacle 
The wives of my _ customers 
\.ouldn't stand for these shows.” 

Minsky was with his wife. 


for him. He said, “This is going 
to be one of my good days. 1 can 
see it.’ He was right. 

Alan King who has been a Briton 
through osmosis, in another excel- 
lent session said Berle was worthy 
of knighthood, and then explained 
a new version of that term that he 
learned during interviews in Eng 
land Al Bernie paid tribute to 
the guest of honor by saying that 
beneath his arrogance and brash- 
ness, there is a real obscenity, to 
use the Hemingwayism employed 
by Simon & Schuster Tony Mar- 
tin sang his way in tribute with 
a device similar to the one cooked 
up by Frank Sinatra and Berle 
for a luncheeon to Sophie Tucker 
Johnnie Ray, Julius LaRosa, Harry 
Hershfield, 
mie Rodgers, also paid tribute to 
Berle with briefies. Jackie Kannon, 
noting the fast company, opened 
with the fact that he was called up- 
on to kill a few moments and possi- 
bly his career. 

Eddie-Liz Joke-on-a-Jet 

Between the speakers, Leonard 
peppered the assembly with quick 
lines, brittle and brilliant observa- 
tions and kept the proceedings 
moving with the speed of Berle’s 


j line about the Fisher-Taylor nup- 


(Continued on page 66) 


He | 


Arnold Stang and Jim- | 


The Judy Garland show which 
| closed May 17 at the Metropolitan 
Opera House, N.Y., was able to 
pay salaries out of funds held by 
the Children’s Asthma Research 
Institute. All the acts were paid 
off by the charity out of promoter 
Harry Zelzer’s share. The diffi- 
culties followed an attachment by 
Ben Maksik, operator of. Brooklyn's 
Town & Country Club, who tied 
up Miss Garland’s salary and pro- 
ducer Sid Luft's share. He's the 
husband of the singer. 

There had been a salary bond 
posted with the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, but funds were in- 
sufficient to meet the payroll. 


, Murray Roman, executive direc- 








tor of the CARI, explained the 
situation this way: “The Children’s 
Asthma Research Institute con- 


— with Sid Luft and Harry 
Zelzer to produce a package for 
our benefit. With the attachment 
by Maksik, the funds belonging to 
Luft and his associate were tied up 
by the court. There were other 
attachments against their money 
which we are holding. After the 
attachment was granted by the 
court, they had no way of ultilzing 
this money to pay salaries or any- 
thing else. There were demands 
made by AGVA, Local 802 (AFM), 
Local 1 (stagehands), wardrobe, 
etc. This was before the closing 
of the show. The Institute's con- 
tract allowed us to pay bills, which 
we did under duress. We received 
all the profits of the opening 
night ‘top price $50) and we shared 
in the profits of the other six 
nights. In no way were the funds 


of the Institute tied up. 
“We are not the employer and 
did not hire anyone. We merely 


bought a package and we were cus- 
todians of the receipts. At this 
point, Harry Zelzer’s money was 
relieved of the attachment, and it 
is out of these monies that we are 
paying the labor bills. We are be- 
ng represented in this matter by 
tax attorney Maurice Austin who 
is our chairman. and attorney Jack 
Usadi of the Louis Nizer office. 
Roman added that they will re- 
peat the variety shows at the Met- 
Continued on page 66) 


HONOLULU. STATE FAIR’S 
NAMES FOR 476 BILL 


Honolulu, May 26. 
Thirteenth annual State Fair, 


sponsored by the Honolulu Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, is switching 
to a name pglicy Formerly known 
as the 49th State Fair, now neces- 
sarily upgraded to 50th State Fair, 
the June 26 to July 5 event will 
feature Ricky Nelson in three per- 
formances. Other talent will in- 
clude the Kingston Trio and John- 
ny Cash, for six days and respec- 
tively. 

Also in the main show will be 
singer Charles Davis; Chiquita & 
Johnson, acro-ballet dancers; the 
King’s IV. comic instrumentalists; 
Tippy & Cobina, monkey act: Ma- 
son-Kahn dancers; Harry | Woo- 
Woo) Stevens, emcee. Honolulu 
Pops orch will back the acts. 

Show, to be staged in the open- 


air 10,000-seat Waikiki Shell, has 
an overhead of $47,000, twice as 
much as any former State Fair 


show. Jaycees are 
tendance of 200,000 


ARA’s ‘Admissions P. Panel 
To Screen New Members 


Artists Representatives Assn. has 
created an admissions committee 
which will pass on all applications 
for membership. Heading the 
group is Dick Henry, with Benny 
Kuchuk and Eddie Smith. 

ARA in setting up the committee 
felt that unless applicants were 
screened, the organization could 


aiming for at- 


be put into the position of having 
to defend those who break the law 
by booking lewd shows or those 
who fall afoul of regulatory legis- 
| lation, 








VAUDEVILLE 


ARIETY 





Wednesday, May 27, 1959 














' Vande, Cafe Dates 














, 4 Preps go into the Crescendo June 
2 with Mort Sahl... comic Paul 


New York 


Eartha Kitt to repeat at the | Mazursky goes before Interlude 
Apvilo Tireatre Aug. 28... Golden mike tomorrow ‘Thurs.)... Marty 
Gate Quartet to play the Berne, | allen & Steve Rossi, comedy team, 
Stockholm, early June... Joe E.| make their Coast bow at Grove 
Lewis, current at El Rancho, Las . Bob Melvin, closing this week 
Vegas, to repeat there July 29...!at Frank Sennes’ Moulin Rouge, 
Sal Mineo to do a series of one-| signed for a return date later in 
nighters in Australia starting todzy | season. 

(Wed in Sydney Murray eas 
Schwartz of the William Morris | ° 
Agency has gone into the Army | Chicago 
.. . Corbett Monica down for the} The four Cresby boys, now prep- 
Latin Casino, Philadelphia, June 2/ ping for a nitery tour, have been 
and the Sands, Las Vegas, June 17} |anded by the Chez Paree for 17 
Val Sorvino opened at the | days starting June 25 Tivoli 
Hotel New Yorker .. , Estelle Par- | Theatre inked this lineup for week 
sons and Isobel Robins replace !o{ July 17: Louis Jordan’s Tym- 
Jane Connell and Sylvia Shay at pani Five, Red Saunders band 
the Upstairs at the Downstairs to-| Stump & S.umpy, and the Dy- 
morrow (Thurs.) . . . Johnny Car- | erettes line The rival Regal 
roll new to the Heiden House, showcase pacted Dirah Washington 
Washington to topline week of Aug. 14, with 

Celeste Holm goes into the’ Dizzy Gillespie’s big band, Buddy 
Shoreham Hotel, Washington, to-|' Rich Quartet and Timmie Rogers 
morrow (Thurs.) Larry Adler filling the bill . The Petticoats 
pegged for Storyville, Boston, Sept. (3) open with Tony Martin at the 
21 . White City Park, Worcester, Chez June 4. 

Mass., has signed Johnny Puleo for; pancers Kovach & Rabovsky on 
— ‘9 ee ag ste os Latin-American tour of principal 
July 2 ce Salomon has re’ cities including Rio de Janeiro 
turned to his desk at the William pi nec ske ‘dded to appear before 


: Tire i 9 ied 
Morris office following a long siege’ pyecident Kubitschek. TI! iey'll play 





= mepatitis iy «2a tee ae opera house circuit in Dominican 
eaving tne nite ad ‘ = on misal« nt on oar 
tone office te resume business ter Re public, Venezuela, Colombia, 
Sonett Teste & Men te Stee Peru, Uruguay, Brazjl, Bolivia and 
limself . Eag 5 I Ns ag ‘St age“ ephsnae, 2: See 
ben's. Boston. tomorrow Mi- ~ a Rote Int'l — 
chael Batterberry opens at the a “ ; ise 
Colonie Champagne Friday (29) Show and opens at La Concha 
somes re ; > tan wee injured Hotel, Puerto Rico, June 4 for fort- 
ee eins 4 | Ss. . Sag 
in an auto accident following a, night. eat as 
date at the Bradford Roof, Boston, 
is at the Cable Memorial Hospital, ities City 
Ipswich, Mass . . Cy Coleman SG a er 
slewing his first N. Y. date in some Lge =e ted p To me ng ay 
years the Roundtable starting Grill. Cleveland, beginning Jun 
June 1 | for a week, then hop to the Horizon 
sisal ” ae | Room at the Pitt Airport June 8, 
" | after their present engagement at 
Holiywood | Eddys’.. . Then it will be a return 
. |} engagement for the Crew Cuts in 
Nat King Cole booked into E : > chvtend 
. i ee ee are Peggy Clark recently 
ene nag lg SOF SS moved out of the Muehlebach’s 
Starting June 18. 5 ° tr F “wa amine 1 
on Aussie tour, launching ozoner | Le Bis oe and = ——s ad 
trek in Sydney (Wed.) . Monte , piano nightly in the Empire Xoom 
Proser and Marshall Edson have} 
taken over Lucey’s, eating yenene- Dallas 
vous and will reopen it in June as hatter 3Tii 4] 
Tucev’e Mew Geieens Geese Statler-Hilton, with Roberta 


Sherwood due May 28. followed by 











a : Yonely and Orrin Tucker band 
RAY ROMAINE June 11, and the Allison Sisters 
June 25, inked 







Lucille & Eddie 


and CLAIRE 





Roberts for July 9-22. Adolp! 
“” : Hotel has Joe E. Lewis retu g 
Delightfully June 18, also a repeat date fo 
Different Jimmy Komeck Aug. 27 and com- 





NOW edy gerd : Antone & Curtiss 
come back ov. 9 for two frames 
APPEARING . Chris Colt, exotic, headlining 
ST. MAURICE at the Colony Club, with Sir 
HOTEL Walter Hickey holding over a 

3 Rivers, Quebec comic-emsee, helming a th 
Thanks to | nightly bill that includes a trio o 
| takeoff dancers and Joe Garcia's 
ROY COOPER | combo. Lee Sharon, former toplin: 
Returning to ecdysiast, returns to show biz June 
MOULIN ROUGE 29 at the Colony, working with 
Paris, July 1 ‘Johnny Bachemin, singer-dancer- 
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and Nites 

















By Ralph Pearl 


ACCOLADE DEPT.:—I doubt if I'm revealing anything too 
startling when I say that the Kings IV, currently making with the 
comedy touches and the musical capers on the Danny Thomas 
show at the Sands, is one of the most enjoyable groups I've 
caught in years. The boys, Stan and George Worth, Billy Kay 
and Frank Ciciulla, are zany and zingy. They have come in with 
a new sock number, “Stagger Lee," 
in slow motion, as well as their other standbys. 


This is a young, talented and hungry (for greatness) group. 
I'm not socking the typewriter's keys just to exercise by fingers 
when I say the Kings IV is the top group of its kind in show busi- 
ness today. Veteran showman Eddie Rio, who used to be the 
entertainment director of the Royal Nevada, has taken the lads 
under a personal management contract. It smacks as a mutually 
good deal for all concerned. Am locking forward to their UA 
album, “KINGS IV AT LARGE." 


EDDIE RIO, 9039 Sunset Blvd. @ CR. 4-2055 
V-10 





which is a musical tableau 


| pianist 
her act 
divest, but 
work with 
Club 


who once choreographed 
This time she won't 
sing and 
Bachemin. King’s 
Dory Sinclair in for 
two we returns comedian Dick 
Curtis is third date, June 5- 
18, and has‘singer-comic Joaquin 
Garay pacted for June 19-July 2 
Toni €arroll, current at Club 
3525, gives way to songstress 
Linda Leigh June 1, with singer 
Far! Humpvhreys and Ernie John- 
son Trio holding over ry 
Club, privatery, has a twin bill: 
singing 88’ert Camilla Duncan anc 
comedian Bob Floyd, this week 
only Producer J. David Nicho!s 
night (Tues 


with 
ks, 


for | 


id two shows last 
State F Music Hall. Glenn 
lirected by Ray Me- 
Homer & Jethro, 


Miller orch 
Kinley, back 


Lew Parker & Betty Kean, Dean 
Allen and Johnny Bachemin. 
Nichols 0 bringing in Fred 
Waring’s con group Nov. 25 
ind Jose Greco’s Spanish Ballet 
March 8 C dates at the 4,100- 
seat Stete Fair Musie Hall 
Dallas Memorial Auditorium has 
Jur 4 I iter for a dua! 
she yn ing of Al Hibbler, 


Della Roe se, Pag e Cavanaugh Trio 
and the James Moody orch. 


Seattle 


Guy Mitchell signed for Colum- 
bia Empire Fair at Longview, Jul: 
31-Au 1, via Jerry Ross agency 

Earl Nickel and Bonnie Perkins 
ylavy two weeks at Magic Inn Thea- 

» Restaurant, Seattle, starting 
June 1 iandrake The Magician 

it M: artez & Luccia, Alberto 
Girls, in f nig at Cave Supper 
( Vancou! B. C., ending 
Via ov 

Boston 

Lonnie Sattin is at Blinstrub’s; 
Vagabonds ¢ June 1; and Sam- 
my Davis Jr. June 8 Bobbi 
Baker » Bronzo's, Worcester, 
June 1 Enrico to the Frolic 
R dD. nny Mulcahy has ur 

recentended king of Erroll 
Garner into s Salisbury Beach 
Frolics t season, also the four 
Crosby Boys LaVern Baker into 
Bre rd Hote for one-nighter 
Sat fav (30). Joni James likewise 

t H pton B h Casino . Jana 
Lawrence into e Flamingo, Law- 
Everett E. Everett 

Scotland 

Georges Ulmer, French come- 
diaz I é Glasgow lt 

P Miu H ’ layout, teamed 

Irene Hilda Paul Anka 
! t the Glasgow vauc 
Billy Rusk 
resident 
I Lneatre Glasgoy 
J k Mil ~ t ¢ ea Ope 
at Popplewell 
f y +S y 
Lar I hall ( ed 
( 


Resort Producers 


Post AGVA Bond 


e Resort Entertainment Pro- 

s Inc a newly formed organ- 
yuntain bookers 

is re 1 an agreement with the 
\ I Guild of Variety Artists 

1 h ¢ ls for the bookers to post 


aries 


hotel 


a bond to cover sal 
to 
lent, will 
its own mem- 

and agreed 
set up by 
in con- 


ording 


reen 


The orcar tion at 


he terms of the ag 


ractions 
to ab 1, he the < ales 
srators 
he union 
500 with the 
guarantee 








| - Circus 1842 Style | 








iz is not what it used to 
ye, at least in the ballyhoo depart- 
| 12 | r for Batty’s Olym- 
pic Circus (London), currently on 
l he Seamen’s Bank for 
juts the feats of 


“the grea 


i a 

Lee, 
thrower”: “The 
] Vv exhibit lk 

A take a high 
p over 14 horses. 

; “Mr, Lee 
only, balance 
viz—Chir 
orted on the tip of his 
porcupine quills.” 

Lee (appar- 
jently I ater’s daughter) will ap- 
id sing ‘Murrah for the 


itv 
for: 


ese 


y) 


| Road’. 


dance—also | 


t sum-| 
great 


Hawail's Hulalujah Tourism 











Honolulu, May 2% 

Several hotels are dusting off the SRO signs in anticipation of 
Hawaii's busiest summer tourist on yet. And the fall and win- 
ter sea which will follow the introduction of jet plane service 
between west coast cities and Honolulu, promises to set another 
ail-time nig 

Boih l nited and Pan Americ are adding several more weekly 
fi this summer; Northwest will fly extra sections, and Cana- 
cian P: ind Qanias report ; a increase in bookin be- 
tween \ ancouver, Canada, and i: 

strong pitch’ is being ade to encourage arriving tourists to 

lal their vacation he: ae rters on the nearby “Neighbor Is- 
lands” of Kauai, Maui and Hawaii, each of which is only 30 to 45 
minutes flying time fr Honolu lu 





Central ) cg =e 


Directors of the 





Canada Exhibition ‘fiat ly 
turned down a bid from a lo- 
cal hotelman to operate a 
lounge and bar in the Horti- 
culture B at Lansdowre 
Park d ng the CCE in Au- 
£ 
P] as to set up the drink- 
ery where a day nursery is 
normal placed 
By Benton C. Ressler 
Pinc} ting for Happy Br 
Saranac, N. Y., May 26 
Lisetlotte Powers, widow of 
George Powers who for many ye 


Powers 
here 


Id with his 
returned 


1e€ WOIl 


toured t! 
Elephants, has 





take a job in the Will Rogers lab- 
oratory 
Alex Nebesar, former staffer at 
the Music Box Theatre in N-Y., hz 
r'é ved the all-clear signal and 
eparted 10 s home in Brooklyn 
Alton B. Ande n, manager of 
the Pont h 
Lake SI I 
e in M é 
10 
Amy McDonough is leaving fo 
h ho n Amherst, Mas unt 
Sept« S vas the c € 
I A i atre. 
Le ) I I ser, profe ) 
known I Roberts, banj 
e ol i nd who rece 
ste upped f 
1 | S 
McA ! \ \ legit and 
adio a is I fo is me 
1 N.Y rk 
Ss manage { 
P Yonkers, is b 
f rlough at ho 
H s 
I Sa 4 t 
( Byrd, } S 
* i ) ( tO ITA 
a 4 c i t 
] Be the hoofi: yp 
I adely a for a eek's 
4 I iin nis bre 
H Be Se ga 
\ , I ed | ( 
L ( r of loose for 
i tion ever oun- 
( ) { all who wish to 
attend t church of their faith. 
rank He vaudevillian and 
n tert ‘ hit by virus and 
is playing a ynd date here 
{ salute to the Film Row bane 
of Los Angeles for sending several 
table de radios for nts 
ri ynsored by Ken ‘Derte 
ex-Rogersite ho regained his 
neait here 
Songwriter Ernie Burnett in a 
paid ad in the Adirondack Daily 
Enterpi had praise for the extra 
kindness he received in the Sara- 
nac Lake general hospital from Dr 
Henry Leetch who, by the way, is 


a house medico at the Will Rogers 
Dorothy Olim of Saranac Lake 
1m The atre in planning for 

the opening about June 8. 








’ Skelton Sock BG. 


In Omaha Twofer 


Omaha, May 26 


Red Skelton’s one nighter at Ak- 
Sar-Ben Coliseum here last week 
19) drew nearly 7,000 persons and 
a gross of $13,086. Later figure is 
outstanding in view of fact that 
members of Ak-Sar-Ben received 
2-for-1 privileges. House was scaled 
from $2 to $4. 

Skelton handled entire second 
half, working 62 minutes. First-half 


acts 


by Romeo-Hammond 
Productions, include Peggy Taylor, 
Nina & Valdez and Jodi Gray. Dave 
Majors led local 14-piece orch, in- 
cluding two harpists. 


booked 


Skelton show is one of two two- 
offered annually by Ak-Sar- 
Ben to its 22,000 members who pay 


fers 





$10 dues. The other this vear is 

Oklahoma,” to be put on by the 
Omaha Civic Opera Co. Aug. 27-29 
Next cuffo show for members will 
star-Les Paul & Mary Ford and 
Carmel Quinn July 8-9. 

The Andrews Sisters will ake 
their first New York nitery ap- 
pearance in many years as a full 
group, comprising Patty, Maxene 
and Laverne. They open at the 
Latin Quarter June 25. Patty 
played that spot some years 0 
S a single 

The William Morris Agency 
bo ked. 





“THE COMEDIAN’”’ 


The Only Real Monthiy 
PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 
THE LATEST — THE GREATEST — 
THE MOST-UP-TO-DATEST 
in its 105th Issue, containing 

one-liners, poemettes, song 
hecklers, audience stuff, mono 
logs perodies, doubie gags, bits, 
ideas, intros, impressions and im 
personations, political, interruptions 
Thoughts of the Day, Humorous 
Views of the News, etc. $20 yearly 
Introductory Offer: Last 12 issues $15 

Single Issues $3 
Foreign: $30 Yr.—3 Yrs. $80 
Single Issues $4—No C.0.D.'s 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 
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stories 
titles 
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a. 
Currently MONTE CARLO HOTEL 
Miami Beach 














Write to these who are ill. 
ae 





The DEEP RIVER BOYS 


Starring HARRY DOUGLASS 


International Tour 


ELMWOOD CASINO 
WINDSOR, CANADA 











Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Pers. Mgr.: ED KIRKEBY 














The Amazing Stars of “WHAT‘’S ON YOUR MIND” 


Lucille and Eddie ROBERTS 


Appearing June Ist-14th 
QUEEN GLIZABETH HOTEL, Montreal, Canada 


Opening June 26 


SHAMROCK-HILTON HOTEL, Houston, Texas 








Mgt. M.C.A. 
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Paris Musiec-Hall 
(EMPIRE, GLASGOW) 
Glasgow, May 20. 

Bernard Delfont presentation, 
with Georges Ulmer, Irene Hilda, 
Jerry Desmonde, Monica Roc, Les 
Jumeles Newman Pierre Bel, 
Howard de Courcy, Can-Can Danc 
8), Bobby Dowds Orch; twice 
nightly at 80c top. 


{> 


ers ( 


This is a so-so revue, obviously 
put together with some haste and 
little balance Individually, cer- 


tain acts have much talent, but lay- 


out is overweighted on entertain- 
ment value in second segment after 
a poorish first part 

Georges Ulmer, Ffench enter- 


tainer with a jaunty Bob Hope-ish 


style, registers well in song, com- 
edy patter and impressions. He is 
best when impersonating various 
nationalities losing a wallet when 
paying for a bill in a restaurant 
In a better setting, or in vaude, 
Ulmer would impress more. 

Irene Hilda, blonde and vivaci- 
ous French revue actress, injects 
lotsa pep into her singing act, and 


also invites audience participation, 











taking one male member on to 
stage with her. She also employs 
the well-worn’ mirror-reflecting 
routine to sing “Je Cherche Un 
Homme” at individual nales 
among outfronters; this one is so 
old it doesn’t ring true any mo! 
Distaffer also gives out, in French, | 
with “Day The Rains Came Ex- 
its to fairly good mitting. 

Specialties are strong in sec- 
ond segment. The Newman Twins, 
billed as Les Jumeles New n, | 
twist and entwine in oddest of 
shapes in socko contortionist act 
Monica Roc, redhead looker, offers 
highly unusual act, dancing in 
sty of various nations as she 
goes from one costume change to 
another to reflect the individual 
country she is representing; rou- 
tine is clever and merits attention 
from bookers 

The first part of layout, Pierre 
Bel juggles and balances usefully 
Howard de Courcy, who has his 
slotting in second segment, is 
clever card manipulator and offers 
( ler magi« 

Jerry Desmonde, at show caught, 


struggled unsuccessfully for laughs 


in his opening patter. He is em- 
ployed more as a compere, how- 
ever, and had greater response 


in second half with some nostalgic 


gabbing re his previous visits ‘one 
with Bob Hope), the changing face 
of local vaudeville, and Paris. Su- 


ave and slim emcee winds with the 
song “This Is My Town.” 

Eight Can-Can Dancers offer 
usual opening routines, and show- 
backing is by the resident house 
orch under Bobby Dowds. Gord. 


Five-Past Eight 
(ALHAMBRA, GLASGOW) 











zylasgow, May 19 
Stewart Cruikshank presentation 
of “Five-Past Eight,” starring J 
mu Logan, Jack Radc iffe, Eve B 
well. Staged by Dick Hurra as 
sistant producer and choreograph 
er, Ross Taylor. Features Dru & 
D , Two Earls, Sheila Pate 
s la ON¢e l, Dor Peters Jo} 
h an Keith Little, George 
Mitchell Sinaers (6 Ross Taylor 
dD ers (10), Helen Norman, Bil 
ly Dick, Marillyn Grav, Geraldo 
Orch under Dé 1 Walters: $1.30 
t At Alhambra Theatre, Clas 
gow, May 14, '59 




















Mechanic: and scen 

is orthwhil spectacle, J 
iously devised by Dick Hurran 
impressario Stewart Cruikshank 
But centent is somewhat mixed in 
quality nedy tends to drag in 
I s 1 the former successful 
I of Radclifie and 
Jimmy Le nt strongly 
e: gh fe 1 

ult that show, while gar- 
ne # plaudits for eve-catching 
tricks, lacks warmth and person 
it nd fails to feature the ! 
ri e-Le n pairing in comedy, so 
\ yme a feature of this revue in 
I u vears Logan himself 
€ s a longish, ramblir char- 
F on of an Aberdonian rus- 
+ n pre-fir le spot, and his 
r : xed between Nx rast 
‘ and and Scot-Italian. teh 
| the mythieal é ow 
f “The McAuleys,” also fails 
t e risibilities as in previous 
« 

» coin is spared for technical 
€ t. Resident orch, batonned by 
Danny Walters, rises from orch 
} recedes backwards on stage, 
and is r d again at rear of 
siave: ¢ nst a blank backcloth | 
t! is highly effective. A ski-run 
s e has two figures silhouetted 
a st rapidly-moving cloud ef- 


fects and apparently skiing down 


4 


Finale 


brings 
chorines, gaily hued, up from be- 
| low stage in one concerted “lift.” 

Eve Boswell, dark-eyed Hungar- 


ja snowy slope. 


ian-born thrush, has lotsa talent 
but not enough scope to show it; 
gal obviously has versatility, but is 
restricted to a Snow Time scene 


and her own warbling spot, in 
which she gives out with such 
tunes as “Gypsy in Me,” her long- 
time ‘Pickin’ a Chicken,” and a 
medley of faves like “My Hap- 
piness,” “Apple Blossom Time” 
and “Sing, Little Birdie.” Auld 


Lang Syne pride is satisfied by a 
sympathetic rendition of ‘Skye 
Boat Song,” with George Mitchell 
Singers as backing. 

Radcliffe registers in his estab- 


lished old-man character bits, be- 
ing senior Scot comedian in this 
respect; he also scores as a police 


officer probing a murder in a 
femme’s apartment. Has useful aid 
from foils Helen Norman, Billy 
Dick and Marillyn Gray. 

Logan is a young comedian with 
taent but not always the know- 
how to put it to best use. One un- 


funny sketch has him making in- 
terruptions inside a television-set 
frame on double set representing 
two rival tv channels, BBC and 
commercial, a modernized version 


( 


f ye olde radio set-and-interrup- 
uons gag. 

John Mulvaney is a funny-faced 
comedy aide with staring pop eyes 
also doesn’t get p! 


but he ope! 


scope. He is miscast in a runawas 
lovers sketch, 

Dance-wise, revue is strong, with 
10 well-drilled Ross Taylor 


chorines, and_ stylish principal 
dancing by shapely Sheila O'Neill 
and tall, lithe Keith Little. A much 


publicized skating item is merely 


olorful, although limited skating 
pad is vehicle for blade work of 
Dru & Dijon, U.S. ice duo, who 
exit to heavy palming. More solid 


mitting for hefty acro work of the 
[wo Earls, who fit in to strongmen 
role in a circus item. 

Don Peters, young Irish singer 
down the male vocalizing 
t, with Sheila Paton as _ his 
femme counterpart. Settings are 
always bright, particularly a win- 
ter sports chalet @cene; costumes, 
designed by R. St. Roper and 
Richard Cattermole, are of high 
standard. Ross Taylor merits praise 
tor choregraphy, and Dick Hurran 
devises and stages the entirely 
with showmanship. Gord. 


holds 


Sid 








Industrial Show Review 














IBEW Show 
(IBEW HALL, CHI) 


Chicago, May 22. 
Frank Darling production for 
Local 1031, IBEW, with Danny 
Thomas (with Walter Popp 
Dukes of Dixieland, Double Daters 
4)}, Petro Roman, June Taylor 
Dancers (16 Lou Breese Orch 
18); special staging by June T 











Localers have dubbed Frank 
r' Darling the “Ziegfeld of the un- 
ions,’ and rightfully so. His cur- 
rent spec for his Local 1031 mem- 
bership, getting a week's run 
KS his 13th year as a vaud 
esario, and it’s enou to 
bulge the eyeballs of a pro pro- 
ducer, Clocked at just under two 
hours, it has all the verve. 
and stagey slickness (includir a 
boif ensemble finale) of a bigleasue 
usichaller. Talentwise, this offe 
ing is one of Darling’s best—solid 
fore ait and between Danny 
Thomas, expectediy, provides the 
big punch, but this edition can also 
crow over the “discovery” of Cuban 
baritone Pedro Roman (see New 
Acts), who fairly wows ‘em. 
Taking it from the _ topline 
Thomas delighis constantly with 
his dour discoursing, charact 
yarns and warbling (latter with 
Walter Popp’s able 88 abetti 
Second night out, when the show 
as caught, he limited the voc 
however, because of a_ bronchial 
|condition. His delineated stories, 
natch, rated the decibel peak, 
including the cross-country bus 
ride his father-in-law impresh 
both (and the others, for that mat- 
ter) as warm and funny as ever. 


June Taylor dancers (16) show 
off their precision tapology and 
line patterns to beaucoup apprecia- 
tion. In one number they're also 
up with a bunch of solos for indi- 
vidual accolades, and later they 
charm with a softshoe theme aug- 
mented with banjos and tambou- 
rines, The steppers generally go 


| through their mettlesome paces in 
|trim fashion, 

| Repeating for Darling are the 
| Double Daters, a polished song- 
|and-dance foursome with talent to 
|}match their exuberance. Stint in- 
|cludes “Sadie Thompson,” “That 
|Old Soft Shoe” (with appropriate 
|balletics neatly executed), and a 
| windup jivey dance routine with 
some exciting acrobatics. Off to a 
solid mitt. 


On last are the Dukes of Dixie- | 


land, and for a time it’s an anti- 
climatic mood in the wake of the 
Thomas hysterics. That lasts until 
25 added musicians, tiered like a 
wedding cake, hove into view be- 
hind a filmy curtain for a blast on 
“Birth of the Blues” and “Saints 
Go Marching In.” Final fillip has 


the Taylor girls marching down 
the steps bestride the AFMers, 
each armed with a trombone, for 
a dazzling “76 Trombones” windup 
that latterly brin on the whole 
bill, including Thomas, who comes 
on with instrument from back of 
the hall. 

Allowing for less-than-the-best 
acoustics in this non-pro audito- 
rium, Lou Breese’s orch shobacks 
in handsome style, with the Breese 
vaude savvy amply evident. Pit. 


ancaster Orders 
Cafes Put Exodus 
On ‘Exodysiasts 


Lancaster, Pa., May 26 
Two downtown niteries have 
been ordered to exit the exotics 
they've been featuring the past 
few weeks, as the result of a few 


letters-to-the-editor printed by the 
local dailies. 

Chief of Police William B 
Hershner warned operators of the 
Village and the Coronet that “lewd 
and indecent floorshows will not be 
tolerated,” and claimed he was act- 
ing on “complaints.” 

Village co-operator John Patou- 
nas had anticipated police action, 
pulled his bump-and-grinder off 
the stage and fired her on the spot 
when she ignored orders to keep 
it cool and went down to G-string 
loosening, 


Coronet’s George Hampilos said 


Chief Hershner’s warning would 

be obeyed. No more dancers. 
Until a few weeks ago, both 

spots featured five-six piece com- 


bos with vocalists. Coronet played 
Illinois Jacquet, Cootie Williams 
and Erskine Hawkins, among oth- 
ers. 
Trouble started 
enough 
Show’ 


innocenily 

when “Intell Passing 
cclumin in morning daily 
Intelligencer-Journal) printed in- 











terview-review of blonde bouncer 
Rita Atlanta, Viennese-born strip- 
per who also happens to be the 
wife of a USAF colonel on active 
duty. She played week of five-a- 
night at Coronet, featuring tassel- 


twirling sans tassels, and spot was 
doing sock business. 




















Postscripts on N. Y. World's Fair 
Of 20 Years Ago; DeFee Pinch 




















(Part II) 
By LEONARD TRAUBE 
Police of the good Borough of; Mike Todd and others, needed only 
Queens, with jurisdiction at the! one show at the fair to gather in 
fairgrounds, got broken backs from the moola. But that single show 
patting themselves, as a result of was sol and such a magnet that 
a pinch of Lois DeFee & Co. Miss it overpowered not only the amuse- 
DeFee was the girl of amazonian ment section but the entire fair- 
structure who had made a sort of grounds 
rep for herself as a stripper; if she; The fact that Rose, shrewdly, 
wasn't great, she was certainly had a general admission at a low 
tall—a giantess of 6-feet-4, in fact. 40¢, did as much to lure the crowds 
Her biggest publicity break.some as the quality of his “Aquacade”— 
vears ago stemmed from marry- and the aualitv was about high 
ing a midget © one can get in tl} swimcade 
Miss DeFee was to appear at the form of h biz without going 
delayed opening of the Cuban jnto orbit around the sun. More- 
Village, a sleazy sideshow run by over, on the purely commercial 
a couple of the mad Dash brothers. | cide, the I roducer (] ter to become 
who were in the insurance busine 1 theatre owner and with a fatter 
and, as such, fit to be rewarded yold on art collectin had won 
the contract for the Village, in the } if an enviable contract with 
view of the fair’s moguls the World's Fair’s boss. Grover 
It just so happens the word went Whalen 
out that Miss DeFee was due t Rose's percentage to the fair was 
o into her act, cr out of her G- d only a handful were in 
string, at the premiere. This was ¢yot « rmed ci most paying 
more than rumor—the sensatio: up to 35° or 4 of their receipts 
bent pressagent actually tipped off the fair’s coffers Ac if this 
the gendarmes. Hence the pinch. were not enouch. Rese'’s show was 
Hence the self-congrats. $5.C00,000 fecade—a struc- 
| The Billy Rose Saga ure thet coct thet much to house 
Billy Rose was a pretty good edhibits of the Empire State Build- 
recular smoker — when he could ! 
borrow the cigarets. Rose, unlike With his re nd his money- 
n maci Rose wes one who 
could afford to ooch a couple 


M6 CA 04 P of ci s Sects - ry night, during 
; I ae his hoy or afte 9 the } “ak, he 
v 0, b U rorx ld at d ung at the Ronde oan 


vaking the lotte wolk from the 
head of the midway to its heart, 
Free om all ar vhich is where the Rondevoo was 
loceted He was a'most always in 
bdroom § slinners.) There were 
A 205-acre recreation park to a s a flock of showmen and 
cost $16,000,000 is being planned concessionaires around, and from 
for the Baychester area of the these sources would come Rose's 
Bronx, N.Y. Peter De-Met, prexy smokes. Fellow showmen in awe 
of International Recreation Corp., of the Rantam Barnum, were only 
will head the project too glad to “ommodate him. 
Park, to be called Freedomland Dufevr & Rogers’ Rondevoo 
will be theme ) nericé his a , 
ren pb a fen : historical rhe Rondevoo 2 See few 
taurant. Beyond the covered area 
subjects as the Lewis & Clarke ex- were al fresco tables for overflow 
pedition, the San Francisco earth d ne Pe rhe flooring for same was 
quake, Civil War battles, and will a k nd of beac h sand where one 
go into Hollywood of the 1920s and an , t feel like t! e chief ofa tribe 
& visit to Cape Canaveral of Bedouins while engaging in the 
Builder will be C. V. Wood of gastronomics it wa one of nu- 
Marco Engineering, which did con ae ons aisinebie a mn ty the 
struction on Disneyland. Freetom- jo) ctime carnival-linked firm of 
land will have a 12.000-car parking pote Dufo i: Soe Rovers. Du- 
lot and is designed to hold 32.000 a es sae sae seal - aa 
Another project being blueprinted the jute Joe Rogers self-styled 
by the De Met firm is Discovery rou hneck and plone with that 
land, to be built in Miami ie crieaitueadba RC He ; 
Freedomland Inc. has been au- |“ 4, , ‘a tu inti “ie New York 
thorized to conduct an entertain- from Chie ete ania : toni conven- 
ment business in New York, th tion, the srovari us Rogers 
ac adie ‘aad ei caine “a ’ f : 
Po ong A ny ade Pets . De strolled into the club car and of- 
Met, of Gables. Fla.: Robert C. L'n fered to make a bet on one team 
nell, of Boston: Herbert U. Lee of while a football game was being 
Belmont. Mass. Hale & Dorr. of aired on the radio; he wasn’t even 
Boston, were filing attorneys at aware of the score. No takers. He 


Albany. offered to bet the opposing team. 




















Printed notice, however, brought te mT how - 7 ted yr ane t P. — — 
not-unexpectec reaction ens fA x agree dion - yay at OR 
were rie in hand by iia ed Add Liberace lo Bill tone = tae int Stagg rat 
citizens, and letters were published f >? ” eves It was a miserable day when 
Phones rang in City Hall, Chief 0 Erit.’s Reyal - mag — aes Re a — 
iershner got the word Manchester. Eng.. 1 rep heel most miseral wi and = 

ticularly, considering his fantastic 

So, it’s back to bands and Liberace is 1 ed betting challenges 
the singers—who hake all | ac for upc The restyled spelling of the 
they please, presumably, so long Performance here restaurant’s name, from the orth- 
as they keep singin Queen Mother will end ographically correct Rendezvous to 

cneeimemeeen apes US janist-singer Was s¢ lected Rondevoo, was typi il of the way 

r. hidd (j Nit oa the RVP in London, in 1956 Dufour and Roge rs — = h 
a’f is ther yufou ould sp ie 
forcidcen ily snery The Halle orch, conducted by Sit right done “Ri vers oatat Gane 
. P J John Barbirolli, will also take part Jess betng interested only » 
Tries Jiax Honolulu Snot as wi'l Alyn Ainsworth and "the = a mee Seeaeaee > 
Horolulu. May 19 BBC Northern Dance Orchestra voo. Dufour saw the point in cus- 

Forbidden City. new aii aii R . her act 4 inc lude Roy C stile, | tay ver valu s and that’s how “Ron- 
taurant venture, opened Saturday foyer 7" “~~ ber saat Dior devoo” was born ’ 

6) in the jinx building that was Danc oH. Dickie He = S a 3iliy Rose must have studied 

nwn for several vearn as the ne Enten Ber ~ ; Hi n he ' pod e the Rondevoo that first season, In 
Kewalo Inn and more recently as p; a! ot ia a rg hs - % lift 1940, at the second edition, he 
the Sno nan’s Inn. Latter ven-|m,. wach pad _ 7 Rocking 1am'S blossomed out with an eatery-plus- 
ture | acle = ; E pg Che » * bi ainer, Mat , nitery of his won cn the midway, 
fter tne Wilk > _ Anne Shelton Al _Read calling it Billy Rose's Diamond 
been | ert Lee ais Bros Marion tyan ron NY | Horseshoe, a honkytonkyish saloon 

rrinder, Belinda Wright, Jill Day, | patterned, title and all, after his 

Nit will try to bre and members of “The Army Game spa over in Manhattan's Para- 
by featuring all-Chi ese an o- tv show. mount Hotel 
nese) cuisine til 9 p.n n er a - , hia mM yoorve »<cE 
witching to bn all-Jap a ace ’ pA ? a . ae pee aay he > ee 
show, with first show at 9:30 p.m. , Maine S Race Equality the World < | * 4 ‘ S} te esinens 

Initial talent consists of three Augusta, Me.. Mav 26 mply don’t go on without Jessel’s 
Samurai sword performers; Reiko Maine Senate has approved a bill Old N Yi Village, which the 
singer-acrobatic dancer; Mariko, Which would prcehibit racial cdis- next ason ave wav to Mike 
exotic Gancer;: and a line known : Cl nation at thea ind all Todd's Gay Ne Orleans Village 
“The Forbidden’ 7 28 Other. establishments hich cater Boy, man and globetrotter, let it 
Matsuo, veteran figure in Isle en- to the public. just be said that the Toastmaster 
tertainment circles, is producing The measure would ban dis- General of the United States has 
the show. crimination by reason of race, col- seen his greatest successes not as 

Nitery is across street from or, cre ancestry or national ori- an impresario but as an entertainer 
Kewalo Basin boat harbor, midway, gin. It was sponsored by Rep. Wil- and as an anecdoialist-comedian, 
between downtown and Waikiki, | liam Earles (R-South Portland), one of the greatest of his time. 
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several years ago as & come-on to} 
help fill the open-air 4,056-seat | 
Carter Barron, a magnificent dug- | 
out to the eye but with several 
pocketbook headaches: (1) Wash- 
ington has plenty of summer rain; 
(2) who will buy a season ticket | 
when vacations fall within the pe- 
riod: and (3) a large percentage 
of those able to afford tickets are 
away every weekend at nearby | 
beaches or mountains. | 


Each year, they've added new 
gimmicks to the “value book.” 
Now, it's the most complicated 


ever, but designed to bring people 
into Carter Barron at times the 
Felds prefer, plus boost their disk 
and phonograph businesses. And 
for the customer, it offers too) 
much in return to ignore. 

Initial seducer, the $3.50 book. | 
contains one $3.85 ticket for any | 
performance of the season. After 
that, two tickets can be bought | 
for the price of one, with coupons, | 


for any Sunday or Monday per- | 
formance (when Carter Barron | 
otherwise is almost deserted). | 


There are 12 coupons, one marked | 
for each calendar month, worth 
$1.50 on any $3 purchase of disks 
(nothing sells for $3; outlay has to} 
go over it) at the four Feld-owned 
retail] record stores. Also, another 
tab is worth 25° the cost of any 
phonograph (not radio combina- 
tions) in Feld stores. 
Catholic U. Tieup 

Out of friendship with Catholic 
U.’s Father Gilbert V. Hartke, five | 
coupons are worth 50c each toward | 
Olney Theatre summer programs 
(Olney is rum by C. U. g-aduates). 
There’s $1 off on opera and ballet | 
performances at Carter Barron, as 
a further inducement to spark b.o. 
for them 

Internal Revenue Service was 
naturally consulted in advance and 
has ruled that U. S. admission tax 
applies only to actual cash Felds 
take in for tickets. Also unaffected 
by coupon arrangement is the 
rental price on the amphitheatre. 
It's figured on the actual gross in 
dollars on t ckets, 

“Value books” meld retail disk. 


| 











THE 
GOLDEN 
GATE 
QUARTET 


June 1 thru June 30 


BERNS-SALONGER 


Stockholm, Sweden 


Dir.: BIRNEY GOLDEN 
CIRCLE ARTISTS CORP. 
48 West 48th Street, N. Y. 
PL 7-7100 

















iF YOU WANT A SHORT 
SKIT THAT IS HILARIOUSLY 
FUNNY, ORIGINAL, CLEV- 
ER, REALLY GOOD, Write 


BOX V-61, VARIETY 
154 W. 46th St., New York, N. Y. 
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Making (Value) Book in D.C. 


Continued from page 63 





booking and Carter Barron opera- 
tion of Felds. 

The brothers, who came _ to 
Washington from Hagerstown, Md 
in 1940 to open a novelty shop 
which also sold disks, now have 
four Super Music stores which are 
the capital's biggest and reportedly 
do the largest retail business south 
of New York. 

GAC-Super Link 

A year ago, the Felds 
with General Artists Corp. to form 
GAC - Super Productions Inc., 
which packages shows (primarily 
built around diskers, but they han- 
dle all types of entertainment) to 
book everywhere. Irvin Feld 
spending most of his time in N. Y 
in the booking line, while brothe« 


1S 


| Israel oversees various Washington 


enterprises 

They have a wholesale disk 
company here which supplies jJuke- 
boxes and smaller retailers. The 
Felds handle personal management 
of Paul Anka and Clyde McPhat- 
ter. And they have recently taken 
their first plunge into broadcast- 
ing, acquiring through a corpora- 
tion an interest in KRKD-AM- 
FM, Los Angeles. They hope to 
buy further into radio properties 








| | Foreign Circus Review | 


| illusionistic tricks, 











Cireus Knie 


(ZURICH) 
Zurich, May 19 

On occasion of its 40th anni and 
the 160th of its dynasty, Swiss Na- 
tional Circus Knie presents a ver- 
satile array of top acts and animal 
displays in a three-hour, fast-paced 
program with practically no lagg 
ing spots. Bill is top b.o. in its 
Swiss tour 

Top billing is held by pert and 
pretty Japanese cyclist Lily Yokoi 
and deservedly so. Skillful and 
visually fetching act is climaxed by 
a series (40 when caught) of 180- 
degree one-fgoted spins on top of 
the bicycle. Her husband, Rolando 
from Sweden, has an abdove-par 
balancing act, walking over sev 
eral lamps on his index finger 

Egyptian antipodists, 
dadis (one man, two gals and a 
moppet), are one of the show’s 
highspots. Male whirls his partners 
around with his feet in rapid-fire 
style, with the kid, Mohammed, be- 


ing a born scene-stealer with 
plenty of mugging and surprising 
agility. Act is a real audience 


pleaser and looks good for the U.S 
Distaff tumblers, Four Whirlwinds 
who appeared at Madison Sq. Gar 
den, display a lot of zest and tech 
nical knowhow, but rarely rise 
above average. 

British juggler Peter Woodrow 


topnotch, working with just the 
simplest props, tophat and cigar 
boxes. Act is notable for its ex 
cellent ‘showmanship and sly hu- 


mor. Bill’s sole U.S. contribution is 
made by the Flying Marilees (two 
males, one distaffer), show's only 
aerial number (with net). Three- 
some rates kudos for an exciting 


turn, topped by femme’s double 
somersault between’ the two 
| catchers. 

First-act finale shows magico 


Chefalo in a colorful potpourri of 
aided by two 
Shapely gals plus a male. One 
femme “disappears” out of a par- 


| rot cage and turns up inside a huge 
rocket, et al. Some turns are fairly | 








Will Go On”’ 
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212° WEST 35th STREET 


LAckowanna 


4-3326—7—8 


“Sparhlin g Performance ie 
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MALINI 


“THE SILHOUETTIST” 
just Returned From A Successful Flerida Tour. 
joa, 


Leaving May 27 For An Extended European 








joined 


the Bog 


familiar, others have real novelty | Fred Astaire Franchise 


appeal. Good for visual media, but 
unsuitable for small boites due to 
large array of oversize props. 
There are two clown outfits in 
the 1959 program. One, Crocer Ossi 
|& Co., is predominantly 
| with Ossi playing three saxophones 
simultaneously, as well as handling 


an outsize keyboard with his feet. | 


The other, superior one, Pauli & 
Roland (father-son), from Sweden, 
is garbed in the traditional vein, 
i.e., baggy pants plus shining pail- 
lettes. A genuinely funny act evok- 
|ing plenty of yocks and heavy mitt- 
ing 

Sock animal acts, always among 
Knie’s best efforts, are presented 


by Fredy Knie (horses), his 
brother Rolf (elephants), Sacha 
Houcke and vet lion specialist 


Voitech Trubka, an old pro associ- 
ated with Knie for many years 
These acts are always, as per tra- 
dition with this circus, tasteful and 
of showmanship. Mu- 
sical director R. Wraskoff and 
stage manage! E. Zimmerman 
Zurich top is $2.30 and location is 
the Sechselaeutenplatz Mezo, 


plenty Savvy 
1S 


1S 


Morton Downey, in Tokyo, 
Sees ‘Sentimental Songs’ 
Regaining Lost Foothold 


Tokyo, May 19. 
Sentimental songs will find their 


way back to the top of the popular- | 
Downey, | 


ity polls, said Morton 
pioneer radio star and the soothing 
singer of such softhearted numbers 
“Carolina Moon,” ‘Wabash 
Moon,” “My Wonderful One” and 
“Now You're in My Arms.” 
Vacationing in Japan, 
now 57 and retired from perform- 
ing for three years, told VARIETY, 
“I don’t think people are very 
fundamentally different with each 
generation They get 


as 


couple of years, soft, sentimental 
music will be bigger than ever.” 


“And this blatant rock ‘n' roll 
imitation peasant music will go 
right out the window Downey 
added “Unfortunately if I'm 
right, it will also come back in 
some other form some _ years 
hence 


yocalists, the man with the choir- 
tenor said, “I think there’s a 
lot of manufactured singers today 


boy 





It’s a lot easier to do it with a 
nicrophone, Without a mike, most 
of them would lay an egg that 
would make an ostrich egg look 
small by comparison 

“But such terrific singers as 
Frank Sinatra and Perry Como 
and many others and some of the 

5 have been great any 
time.” 

Downey is now an employee of 


the Coca-Cola 


trotting 


Co its globe- 
p.r. man, has interests 
Coca-Cola bottling plants around 
the world and is also a bank Girec- 
tor. He has no intention of return- 
ing to performing although he may 
make an album of his identifi 
tion songs for Kapp Records. 


as 


. 


a- 








| Garland Salaries 


=a CONtinued from page 63 =e 


ropolitan Opera House since it was | 


a gratifying experience for them 
despite the attachment. He said 


that a number of attractions ex- 
pressed willingness to head a show 
next season 

Among those paid by the Insti- 
tute were a group of singers who 
were Equity members, but had to 
| join AGVA for this show. The un- 
jion didn’t have enough money to 
cover their salaries, it's claimed in 
|a letter written by members of the 
group to AGVA president Penny 
Singleton. They protested having to 
join AGVA for this one engage- 
ment and pay dues and initiation. 
| Under interchangeability, they pay 
| half dues and initiation, which un- 
|der these circumstances added up 
to $50 initiation only, for which 
| the union gave them no protection. 

The week at the Met grossed 
$190,000, as previously repeated, 


by a variety show. The layout is 
scheduled to open next week in 
Chicago (not under CARI auspi- 
ces), Inasmuch as the CARI pro- 
tected performers on the payment 
of salaries of the chorus, Alan 
King, John W. Bubbles and the 
Gordon Jenkins orchestra, there 
will be no such protection for the 
performers in Chicago unless full 
bond is posted. 





Appraising the field of current 


musical, | 


Downey, | 


emotional | 
about the same thing. The wheels | 


will roll right around again. In a| He Observed that Kraft wasn’t los- 


| backs 


} since 
| agreed that he wis one personality 


4 fession 


| show 


in | 


| School’s Litigation 
St. Paul, May 26. 


| Two suits have been filed in dis- | 


trict court here against four peo- 
| ple involved in the franchise own- 
| ership and management of the 

Minneapolis Fred Astaire school of 
dancing. 

One of the plaintiffs, Frank F 
Wiese, a retired railroad man 69 
years old, alleges he paid the stu- 
dio $2,500 over a one-year period 
on the never-kept promise that, 
in addition to his dance lessons, 
there'd be social affairs, parties 
and trophies for him. He seeks 
$7,500 damages 

The other plaintiff, Sally C. Mac- 
dougall, a nurse’s aid, alleges she 
was taken into an office where she 
was held against her will until 
she signed a studio céntract for 
dancing lessons. She claims she 
paid about $1,000 and now wants 
$5,000 damages for alleged “false 
imprisonment 


| Defendants comprise former stu- 
dio partners D. C. Valentine and 
Merwyn Charney; R. L. 
who allegedly bought Valentine 
out, and Gerald Houlihan, alleged- 
ly connected with the studio. While 
serving as a juror in a Minneapolis 
forgery case trial Valentine disap- 
peared and later was arrested on a 


suspicion of issuing worthless 
checks. All four are Minneapoli- 
tans 














Berle Week 


aaa COntinued from page 63 


which hit the Coast before 
the luncheon was over and was re- 
layed back 
evening 
Berle opened with “No matter 
how many luncheons you give me, 
I will not get out of show business” 





| tials 


ing 
him, 
But 


a comic when they dropped 
but gained a sleeping pill 
he warned, he is used to come- 
Having been in show biz for 
46 of his 51 years, he made his 
first comeback at the age of 11 
He's been making them continually 
then The’ club-holders 


who couldn't be counted out. 
However, it was a quieter Berle 
at this meeting. He noted the pass- 
g& of some of the show bizites. He 
spoke of Joe Cook, of Sol Tepper, 
the late agent who never made it 
big but who apparently came in 
contact with the tops in the pro- 
Vith a feeling that his 
ishing generation and 
g profession, he urged 
gatherings such this, 
they could get together, 
Wr one another, display 
friendship and help the less for- 


in 


was 

a din 
more 
where 





a 


as 


iove I 


| tunate Berle spoke like a man 
who has made his pile, doesn’t 
need the rat-race of competitive 


life, which he doesn’t, and is mov- 
ing to the Coast where he can take 


things easier. However, those 
knowing Berle feel that he won't 
Stay in semi-retirement for long 
He is already booked for a tour of 
cafes during the summer. His fun- 
nybone isn’t worn out yet, he still 
has a love for greasepaint and its 
wearers, and he will be back. Like 
he said, he’s used to comebacks. 
Luncheon, Too 

The Friars also gave a dinner for 

Berle that evening (Tues.) at their 


clubhouse. It was a smaller and 
politer edition of the luncheon, 
| with ladies present Deejay 


for one of the largest ever scored | 





| speak of love and friendship. 


William B. Williams distinguished 
this event with his cleaned-up ver- 
sion of the luncheon 
Seeley & Benny Fields did terrifi- 
cally during the evening event, Sid 
Gary pleased with his impression 
of Jessel; Jack Barry and Johnnie 
Ray, Robert Merrill, Kathy Carr, 
British import Vickie Stewart and 
a few others contributed to the all- 
around gaiety. Again it was Leon- 
ard, who during his comparative 
briefie, broke up the gathering, 
and again it was Berle’s day to 


Rouleau, | 


to New York before 


Blossom | 





(eee aes 


Motives Behind 


Continued from page 5 jean 





| exhibitors, radio and tv commenta- 
tors, Col stockholders, important 
people in the financial world, busi- 
ness and advertising columnists, 
|book publishers and many other 
| influential people in the U.S. and 
| abroad. 

William Schneider, account exe 
of Donahue & Co., Col’s ad agency, 
described the insertion as a “hard, 
soft sell.” “Instead of buying circu. 
lation,” he said, “‘we’re buying cus- 
tomers.” He pointed out that the 
cost of the Times supplement was 
approximately equal to a color 
page in Life magazine. 

As an example of the deep pene- 
tration the company was aiming 
for, Lazarus noted that although 
the supplement ran on Sunday, the 
picture will not be released until 
the fall. All in all, he said, the com- 
pany expected to spend between 
$500,000 and $750,000 on the pro- 
motional campaign. 

The cover of the supplement con- 
tains a full-page scene of the film, 
which stars Gary Cooper and Rita 
Hayworth. Contents, tastefully il- 
lustrated with photographs (many 
in color) contain articles by Goetz, 
Glendon Swarthout, author of the 
book on which the film is based; 
Jonas Rosenfield Jr., Col’s pub-ad 
chief: Robert S. Ferguson, pub-ad 
director; Robert Yeager, unit man 
on the picture; John C. Flinn, stu- 
dio publicity manager; Hortense 
Shorr, eastern publicity manager; 
Miriam Teichner, staff publicity 
| writer, and Maria Cooper, daughter 
of the film star. 


| Fred Waring’s Harrah’s 


Fred Waring and orch are set 
to play niteries. The group has 
been signed for Harrah's, Lake 
Tahoe, for Jan. 18, with other 
dates still to be lined up 

Waring will likely play a Las 
Vegas stand while on this tour. 








Mary A. Kelly on Own 

Mary A. Kelly has left the Wil- 
liam McCaffrey Agency to open 
her own office. 

She was formerly associate pro- 
ducer on the NBC-TV “Today” 
show. 











A REFRESHING 
PERSONALITY—IN HUMOR 


DON TANNEN 


Currently Headlining 


LATIN QUARTER 


New York 
DIR.: GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 
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Cocoanut Grove, L. A. 
Los Angeles, May 21. 
Kingston Trio, Phil Ford & Mimi 
Hines, Jack & Jan Archer, Freddy 
Martin Orch (16); $2-$2.50 cover, 
$3 minimum. 
Transfer a hit combo from a 
sock album to a bistro floor and 
some pretty classy entertainment 
may be dished up. That’s the color 
of things currently at the Cocoanut 
Grove, where the Kingston Trio, 
Capitol recorders, are making life 
seem more pleasant in one of the 
better turns of the season. “Preem 
performance lured near capacity 


biz; and so many advance reserva- 
tions have been made that their 
two-week stand assures a hefty re- 
turn for Gus Lampe’s soft-lighted 
emporium, particularly since bi!l 
is well rounded with two other 
salable acts 

Trio—Dave Guard, Bob Shane 
and Nick Reynolds, who got to- 
gether in Stanford and have been 
belting audiences for past three 


years to a queen's taste—borrow 


iberally from two albums they 
turned out for Cap. Stylists of a 
sort, they inject freshness and a 


humorous approach to their antics 
which pay off in huge audience re- 
action and gain them hefty ap- 
plause long before a number is 
finished. Doing their own accom- 
= 1ent, backed by Dave heat's 


sass fidd'e, they make use of two 
guitars ee a banjo, and occasion- 
ally bring in a bongo beat for a 


couple of songs, 

Best received are their closing 
number. “When the Saints Come 
Marching In,” and “Zombie Jam- 
boree.” rousers both and given the 
full treatment. Building up to this 
duo are six other songs, each a 
standout, Lineup includes “Tom 
Dooley,” “Tijuana Jail,” “Maria” 
1 calypso item—‘M.T.A.,” “Cop- 
las a Me xican offe ring—and the 
opening “Hard, Ain't It Hard.” 

On for strong reception, too, fs 
the comedy team of Phil Ford & 
Mimi Hines who have been 
glimpsed occasionally on such top- 
notch tv shows. Clever, sans inhi- 
bitions, their routines, topped with 
a “Sayonara” number, is boff stuff 
calculated to stand up in any 
crowd. Femme member gets choice 
morsels here, her partner playing 
it straight and feeding her for fast 
delivery from both. 

Jack & Jan Archer, a nice boy 
and girl dance team, lend a fast 
opening to show with some nifty 
terping, both modern and perimd, 
drawing on the Charleston for 
their top routine. Freddie Martin 
orch give its customary capable 
musical backing. Vhit. 


Hotel Muehlebach,. K. C. 


Kansas City, May 22. 
ge 1 Roth, Danny Ferguson 
Orch | + $1.50-$2 cover. 


Lillian Roth is making her first 
night club appearance in town in 
this stand in the Terrace Grill of 
Hotel Muehlebach, although she 
sang here in an outdoor musical a 
couple of summers back. This 
brings her back to town after a 
proper interlude, and is a fortu- 
nate situation foi the Muehlebach. 
which appears set for a nice round 
of biz for the fortnight. 


The 35-minute show proves a 
package of nostalgic charm, 
Wrapped around many song hits 


with which Miss Roth has been 
associated, as well as period pieces 
from her early days in show biz. 
and several up-to-date 
There's a ready glow to her song 
selling, and she soon has 
house with her, joining in on a 
song now and then, or some of the 
males terping with her, all very 
chummy and informal. 

She breaks from the standard 
oo for a special bit, “I Guess 
Ain't A Wife-Type Woman,” and 
at closing makes “If I Had You” 
very effective with dramatic inter- 
pretation. In all she does a score, 
or more, of songs, with the cus- 
tomers delighted with the oldies 
and cheering her mightily on such 
s “Ain't She Sweet” and “Goody, 
Goody.” 

Some interest attaches to her 
literati bent, too, undoubtedly add- 
ing some covers in the Grill for 


the next couple of weeks. She / 
likely will stay through June 6. 
Quin. 


Tropicana. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, May 19. 


Jayne Mansfield, Mickey Har. | 


bits. | 
the | 


} Girls 


| Tiger,” 
jthe Heart of Texas” 
}of their 
| bars of their opener. 


actress or a singer, but she does act 
and she does sing in a refreshingly 
different style which fits the 
legendary figure, the di stinctive | 


and exciting screen sex symbol, 
the beautiful face with body to 
match, 


»by Doug'as Coudy; 


| 


In her current Tropicana act, ! 


Miss Mansfield doesn't disappoint 
her fans. Her clothes 
revealing, she sings “Let's 
In Love,” and “My One and Only 
Love” (with spouse Mickey Har- 
gitay at the 88), strolls through the 
audience with a portable mike 
while singing and chatting with og- 
ling males, and does the burlesque 
|skit (which is perfect type-casting 
for her) about the buxom babe in 
the insurance office who wants to 


insure her two “puppies.” Hargi- 
tay gives neat assistance, and at 
ene point tosses Miss Mansfield 
lfaround in_ spectacular fashion. 
| First-nighters rewarded the act 
with warm mitting. 

Rounding out the bill are Elsa 


& Waldo, the comedy terpers who 
Craw sustained laughter through- 
out their turn; the Six Flying De- 
Pauls, a team of femme lookers 
who do fast precision tumbling and 
pyramiding; Lucien & Ashour, one 
of the better Apache dance acts; 
and Nicki & Piroska, a terp team 
notable for the gravity-defying 
leaps and aerial twists of the male 
partner. 

The imaginative choreography of 
Kenny Davis, featuring 12 girl 
dancers and eight showgirls, plus 
the songs of Don Williams’ Boule- 
vardiers (4), is outstanding. The 
Lou Walters production, capably 
backed by the Herman Kaye orch 
11), is skedded for four frames. 

unre, 


Harrah’s, Lake Tahoe 


Lake Tahoe, May 22. 
Jack Carter, Modernaires (5), 
Marven Roy, Will Osborne Orch 
(10); $2 minimum. 
Despite the “no blue lines” edict 
in effect at Harrah's clubs, comic 
Jack Carter dipped into a seem- 


ingly endless supply of material 
to click through a solid 40 minutes, 
and with the stuff only on oc- 
casion touching the indigo. In this 
gaming area, he fits his lines to 
the locale, and gets off a merciless 
few moments of patter directed to 
the losers at the tables. And he 
sings, does the impreshes, and 
proves talent with little effort 
He’s standup all the way. His 
takeoff on “There’s No Business 
Like Show Business” 
calls “You Wrote That Song All 
Wrong,” and it’s a command per- 
formance. 


| Warmer for the triple bill is 
Marvyn Roy, a sleight-of-hand art- 
ist using various sized light bulbs 
for the magical illusions. He fin- 
ales with distaffer pulling a string 
of lights from his mouth—and the 
string is stage-wide, with attached 
lights aglow. 

The Modernaires, four guys and 
a gal, win top approval with a 
medley of tunes done to the Glenn 
Miller styling, and also rate for 


their efforts on the pop stuff. 
Titles include “Venus,” “Foggy 
Day” and “Around the World” for 
the newer stuff and “Elmer's 
Tune,” “At Last” and “Don't Sit 
Under the Apple Tree” for the 
nostalgia. Backing entire show is 
Will Osborne's musicmen. Show 
runs through May 31. Long. 


365 Club, San Francisco 


San Francisco, May 22. 
De Castro Sisters (3), Carazini, 
Moro-Landis Dancers (10), Bill 


Clifford Orch (9); $1-$1.50 cover. 


The three shapely, brunet De 
Castro Sisters combine a solid mu- 
sical beat with a slickly packaged 
series of songs to score heavily 
with Bimbo's 365 crowd. 
come on with 
“Keep Your Sunny Side Up.” go 
into a smooth version of “My Heart 
Sings” and then whirl right into 
a substantial medley of some of 
their record clicks—‘Who Are 
They to Say,” “Boomerang” and, 
of course, 
Next comes a catchy specialty, 
‘Them There Eyes,” and a Cuban 
cha cha. They wind up with a 
fast, cha cha” “Hold That 
work in a little “Deep in 
and bow out 
25-minute stint on a few 


a lively 


very 


yirls work very well together, 


gitcy, Elsa & Waldo, Don Williams |keep moving without getting tan- 


Singers (4), Six Flying DePauls, 
Lucien & Ashour, Nickie & Piroska. 
Girl Dancers (12), Showgirls (8), 
Herman Kaye Orch (11); pro- 
duced by Lou Walters; choreog- | 
raphy by Kenny Davis; $3 mini- 
mum. 


Jayne Mansfield has built her- 
self into a legendary figure called 


Jayne Mansfield—and that’s her | minute show. 


reatest asset: she’s Jayne Mans- 


ield. 


She doesn't claim to be an} 


gled up and are evidently well- 
rehearsed and alert to latest popu- 
|lar tastes. Their pianist, Morrie 
Dell, and bongo man, Garcia Cas- 
tro, keep them revived up nicely 
land audience reception is very 


| enthusiastic. 


Carazini, a good magician, and 
a pair of nicely paced numbers by 
Moro-Landis Dancers complete 55- 
Bill Clifford orch 
Show runs through June 3. 


Stef. 


is tops. 


Berthe); 
are form- | 
Fall | 


Copacabana, N. Y. 

Tony Martin (with Al Sendry), 
|Allan Drake, Zeme North, Ron 
Stéwart, Copa Girls (8), Paul Shel- 
ley & Frank Marti Orchs; staged | 
music and lyr 
Mitchell & Marvin Kahn; 
Billy Livingston (Mme. 
$5.50 minimum. 


ics, Mel 
costume «, 


Tony Martin has been “caught” 
before and will be again. For his 
return to the Copa, a rundown of 
his repertoire takes second billing 
to his stature as a personality and 
his floor deportment whi-e operat- 
ing under conditions considered 
par for the course at some shows 
here and nearly everywhere in the 
nitery field. 

It was a noisy crowd for the 
dinner show preem—not offensive 
or hostile, just noisy. Some come 
dians know how to beat this kind of 
rap, but singers are rarely geared 
that way. Martin always seems to 
prove that he’s more than a piper 
—one of perhaps no more than a 
dozen in the business with a claim 
to pure virtuosity on the pops. 

Allan Drake had preceded the 
star with about 20 minutes of one- 
liners, patter and a couple impres- 
sions. It seemed fair at this point 
to equate the restiveness of the 
crowd with two factors—material 
and delivery not from the top shelf 
and the usual business of “waiting 
for the big act.” Drake finished 
okay, serene through it all if not 
exactly overwhelmed persona!ly by 
the treatment. 

But when Martin came on, he got 
the same sort of roughing-up by 
the diners. Al Sendry, the chanter’s 
own conductor from the piano, had 
obviously cased the _ situation 
pronto and caused the Copa’s 


AFMers to cover the rumbles from | 


the attendees. Meanwhile, Martin's 
eyes kept traveling to the noisome 
areas of the room. After one num- 


| ber he turned siyly to Sendry and 


is a thing he; 


| song and hoofery 


| Chance on Love” 


“Teach Me Tonight.” | 
‘and more. Uninhibited gal, 


the orch and quipped, “I could 
hardly hear the music.” The m&s- 
ter was beginning his mesmeriza- 
tion in the first rough eight min- 
utes or so. Later he had occasion 
to remark, “For the last part of my 
performance I will just stare at 
you.” Completing h‘s first set, 
Martin grabbed a slip of paper 
from Sendry and with a “I'll now 
zive you a list of the songs,” rat- 
tled off the numbers he'd done, for 
benefit of the paying vakkers. The 


showmanship and savvy in han- 
dling a cafe crowd were clearly 
evident. 


Martin went into the encores 
after half an hour. By this time he 
was way ahead. He had had lave 
sweeping the country while sweat- 
ing out the first entry, made with 
“Gigi” and latched on to “Gypsy,” 
opening that night (21), by doing 
“You'll Never Get Away From 
Me.” He had poured it’ on with 
“Fascination” and donned the 
trademarked strawhat and cane for 


numbers he was supported by two 
sultry and shapely girls carrying 
out the terps; he capered and cha 
cha’d with ‘em, too. 

For his return to the stage, he 
did “Summertime,” “Taking a 
and kept up a 
running line on presence of Blo® 
som Seeley & Benny Fields. He 
“persuaded” the old minstrel boy 
to join him in an “unrehearsed” 
duet. They hammed it up pretty 
good with “You Made Me Love 
You,” with Fields engaging in a 
bit of mock accompaniment 
then 


wife in the wake of the crowd's 


roar. Martin end-offered a few of | 


his evergreens. 

In some 50 minutes he had given 
everyone lessons in what perform- 
ing in a night club is all about. 

Trau. 


King’s Ciub. Dallas 
Dallas, May 23. 
Dory Sinclaire, Raul Arrambide, 
Internationals (3); no cover or 
inimum. 
first trip south for 
clever comedienne Dory Sinclair, 
billed as a “swinging, winging 
comedienne.” She's all of that, 
an ex- 
gets going tast and 
works hard with some fine nita- 
terial, mostly new. Beautifully 
gowned in a gold-colored cocktail 


It's the 


band singer, 


dress, the dynamic doll, sporting 
a close-cropped platinum bit of 
hair (a la Genevieve) quips: “Boy 
or girl?” 


At her opening (22) she had a 
tough audience, but she smartly 
brought the tablers from 
knives and forks with patter, full 
use of a funny, rubbery face for 
mugging bits and expert utiliza- 
tion of eyeballs, reminding patrons 


| of Eddie Cantor’s trademark. Miss 


Sinclair includes sock imitations: 
a Japanese singer, Louis Arm- 
strong and a fracturing takeoff on 
Tempest Storm (replete with. a 
funny wig). In the latter bit she | 
tears off her gold skirt, to reveal 


In a couple of | 


and | 
“staggering” off to rejoin his) , 


the | 


louse io show a white shirt which 
| she rips to shreds in an animated, 
hilarious segment. Other imita- 
tions include Johnnie Ray and, 
| “Miss Weather Girl,” dorfe in a 
-| red raincoat. These bits 
audience rapport and she’s way 
ahead with her throwaways. It’s a 
begoff after 25 minutes of solid 
sending. 


| = Capri pants; removes her gold 


| Singing guitarist Raul Arram- 
bide, table strolling, keeps the 
entertainment keel, serenading 
tablers with Spanish lyrics, and 


the Internationals dish out perfect 
showbacking and load the floor for 
terp sessions Bark 





Billy Gray's. Hollywood 
Hollywood, May 19 


Billy Gray, Bat Ya, Jackie Lee 
Cochran, Jackie Hilliard, Mickey 
Katz Orch (5); $3 minimum 

A packed, enthusiastic house re- 


opened Billy Gray's Band Box and 
the maestro welcomed them with 
a show that runs the gamut from 
“Knish Doctor” to “Be Bop 
Lulu” to “Frere Jacques” and 
back again. It was the “back 
again” that was most damaging 
(Gray's gpening night magnanim- 
ity stretched matters to an over- 
long two hours), but when the 
ecpening kinks are ironed out by 
the restraint of nightly exposure, 
Gray will have a winner in his 
new outing. 

Knowledge of Yiddish is 
a prerequisite for the course in 
this club, and lack of same is a 
springboard for much merriment 
among the regulars. In fact, one 
of the Band Box traditions is the 
ribbing of those who do not fully 
understand the choice 
phrases inevitably interjected as 
punchlines and significant asides 
But the non-initiated will find 
enough solid talent in the show to 


almost 


overcome the question-marks in 
the comedy department. 
The bill has its show-stopper in 


Bat Ya, a_ neatly-proportioned 
striking redhead from Israel who 
breaks all barriers with her sing- 
ing. Particularly in her stirring 
Israeli tunes, she a_ spirited, 
moving, interesting performer, and 
a genuine attraction for this spot 

The comedy burden falls on the 
able shoulders of Mickey Katz 
and Gray himself. Both are lika- 
ble, polished entertainers, the 
former with his wellknown paro- 
, dies of popular tunes, the latter 


is 


with his frisky, risque repertoire 
of gags. 

| Rock 'n’ roller Jackie Lee Coch- 
| ren, brought on as an offbeat 
“experiment,” is a definite plus 


| for the show in his brief turn. but 
singer Jackie Hilliard had the mis- 


fortune of participating at the 
tailend of the lengthy initial 
outing. 

Skillful accompaniment and a 


pair of polished solo turns are 
provided by Katz's five-piece band. 
Tube. 


| Tidelands. Heuston 

Houston, May 19. 
Shelley Berman, Don Cannon 
teh (6); no cover or minimun. 


| Comic Shelley Berman and this 
intimate Tidelands Motor’ Inn 
nitery seem mf&de for each other. 
|For 70 minutes and six cigarets 
|Berman sits on a stool and draws 
|assorted yocks. It takes a fairly 
hep aud for Berman, and these 
auditors meet the test. Most of 
comic’s sneak lines got good re- 
sponse, which he admits doesn't 
always happen. 

| Like some classic comedians, 
Berman's material is packed with 
pathos, the macabre and the mor- 
ibid. His bit on flying, given na- 
tionwide distribution, could put 
the airlines out of business. But 
they'd go out laughing. His em- 
| barrassing moments number is top 
comedy, the biggest laughs coming 
for the driver who has lost the 
fire from a cigaret. 

Yet Berman gets most mileage 
from his standard props: an imag- 
inary telephone, a stool, a cigaret 
and a hand brushed across his eye. 
He recreates three of his telephone 
conversation standards for 
opening show 
who have their best gags killed by 
recent tv appearances, stagesiders 
demand that he repeat on Monday 
night the number he had presented 
the night before on the Ed Sullivan 
show. Other familiars, also well 
received, are the hangover number 
and the small-child-on-a-telephone. 
If all of the laughs aren't hearty, 
it is because Berman plays it that 
way. 
| 


The Don Cannon orch has only 
to play Berman on and off stage, 
|}which is fortunaie. The best of 
musicians, which these are, can't 
make much instrumental noise | 
when they're rolling on the band- 
stand, Berman's here for two 
weeks, to be followed by Jean 
Shannon & The Brooks Bros 
| Skip. 


bring | 


A | 


Yiddish | 


his | 
Unlike many comics | 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, May 

Red Skelton, Peggy Taylor, Chez 
Adorables (6), George Cook Orch 
| (13); $1.95 cover, $4 minimum. 
| A Chez rarity, a standing ova- 
tion, capped Red Skelton’s 75- 
minute teeoff turn. Just as ob- 
vious, it wasn’t simply in sheer 
awe of a blockbuster name, but 
for the artistic brilliance a 
clown without peer. 

Act quickly scales to a high 
plateau and plays out with a con- 
sistency of merit and values that’s 
noteworthy on the current cafe 
scene. And it reaffirms that a 
cathode tube is no match for in- 
the-flesh rapport. Skelton “live” 


21. 


ot 


is luminous, a creature of superb 
and touching fancy. He can create 
more moods ‘with a fedora than 
many a thesp can manage with 
jars of greasepaint and a battery 
of stage sets. A moppet, an old 
man, a boozer—all emerge, in 
masterful illusion, to captivate 
with fun or poignancy. 

If any facet rates an edge, it’s 
Skelton the mime—a_ forgetful 
surgeon, a touring couple atop the 
Eiffel Tower and, in finale, the 
wistful old man curbside at a 
parade Pure corn, yes, but a 


marvelous evocation. Of the other 
cinchers, his old standbye, “Guz- 
zier’s Gin,’ is as big e howler as 


any, and for the “something new” 
there's a Nippon bit replete with 
gaudy costume, dialect and a 
multi-colored macaw to. deflect 
vocks. 

Skelton comes on in one-liner 
fashion. Some of the gags creak, 
but off the Skelton tongue they 
|} charm like nothing. It's a warm 


and engaging pace-changed when, 
midway or so, comic feelingly 
essays a couple of folk tunes. With 
assoried offstage effects, the act 
clearly evidences the thought and 
care characteristic of bigleague 
showmanship. His last time here, 
23 years ago, Ske!ton turkeved. 
He was a show biz nonentity then. 
How tempus fugits! 

In a very rough warmup, Peggy 
Tavior toiled vocally in fine pro 
style against the buzz of expec- 
tancy outfront. She's an all-around 
slick performer with an interest- 
ing songalog that ranges frem pop 


standards to spirituals. plus res- 
surrected Charleston-era item, 
“Ja-Da,” given a pleasant cha-cha 


updating. She 
mitt 

Chez Adorables cavort once with 
a carryover from the previous 
show, and Ceorge Cook's crew, 
a'thoveh a bit strong at times be- 
hind Miss Taylor. showbacks ably. 
Tony Martin toplines June 11 

Pit. 


went off to nice 


Chateau Madrid. N. Y. 

Hannah Aharoni. Cordolins (3), 
Antenia La Ronda, Ralph Font 
Orch (5), Panchito Orch (5); $5 

iin?tmum, 

Hardly ever could a_ talented 
singer so have suffered at the 
hands of her environment as does 
Israeli thrush Hannah Aharoni in 
her appearance at the Chateau 
Madrid. She has a natural vibrato, 
but vibrato or not, her style is inti- 
mate and the room is not, regardless 
of hov small it is. Musical support 
of Ralnoh Foni’s sidemen is some- 
thing to overcome, as’ is the at- 
mosphere created among ringsid- 
ers by the display put on by three 
female instrumentalists known as 
the Cordolins. 
| Miss Aharoni, with lusty Semitic 
features topped by an eye-catching 
Near East coif, caps off this other- 
wise unpromising 45-minute nitery 
show with a series of lively Israeli 
and sultry Spanish songs and tosses 
in a fine Negro spiritual for good 
measure. Even though she almost 
recells the audience from distant 
fields and from thoughts of biils to 
come, the coldish elevated plat- 
form ‘which seems to have Worked 
fairly well for others) plus the un- 
inspired. often offkey backstepping 
of the Font muted trumpet in un- 
harmonious tandem with a saxo- 
phore, keep her from capturing 
the neak of audience response her 
work deserves. 

A pleasant if brief interlude is 
provided ‘by dark-haired solo danc- 
er Antonia La Ronda, whose work 
could also use better instrumental 
backstopping. There is a need for 
guitars, not a havoc-wreaking quin- 
tet of sidemen. 

Cordolins are three orange 
headed women whose orange lips 
are cemented into false smiles. 
Two play fiddles, the third an 
accordion. They cavort a lot, which 
makes it difficult for them to per- 


|form musically. It is noticeable 
that the one time they give up 
|their vaudevillian prancing and 


posing, and play the music rela- 

tively freed of their “gimmicked 
visuals,” it sounds pretty good. 

Panchito’s orch plays for dancing 
and acquits itself Coeementy. : 
r 


i 
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Overture, better known as the 
Can-Can, Pedersen follows with 

rhaps his best received, “‘Ghost 

ders In The Sky” and a four-part 
medley from “Gigi.” Comic runs 
into an ironic and unfortunate sit- 
uation in that a couple of his bet- 
ter gags were — by other com- 
ics at niteries here recently. And 
one of them he wrote himself. 
He’s on 25 minutes to consistently 
good reception. 

Carl Sands Orch is just about 
perfect in backing job for this 
show. Carmen Cavallaro comes in 
for two frames May 28. Skip. 


Roundtable, N. Y. 

Red Nichols & His Five Pennies, 
Tyree Glenn Quartet; 3.50 mini- 
mum weekdays, $4 weekend, 

Red Nichols is currently get- 
ting his second wind as a per- 
former. A veteran jazzman who 
clicked originally in the late ‘20s 
and who maintained his standing 

Miss Loudon ts a Blue Angel | hrough Ng nnage Fae a ee 
regular. She’s been there 15 times | with a Danny Kaye-starring film 
in two years ard the association is ! biog due to open next month. The 
celebrated in a Coral Records entry | pic’s advance publicity is appar- 
billed, not surprisingly, “Dorothy ently paying off since Nichols, 
Loudon at the Blue Angel.” Her) after a successful Las Vegs stand, 
best is a clever number on the | did ropes-up biz on opening night 
—_ der hong —_ - —. a - a. in his first N.Y. stand in 
wien she belts eller ro almos years. 
ome oo pet gl at Nichols was and still is an ex- 

~~.) oe agp n 2 ie € | ponent of traditional jazz, dishing 
spends in “sick” egghead patter’ yy dixieland, ragtime, one-step. 
before getting into two numbers, ‘ete. Playing with a supporting 
“Louisiana” and “Mobile,” is hardly | quintet of top pros, Nichols gives 
age ony tn te partially | fresh excitement to the familiar 

oo = a ‘ jazz classics. Within the dixie for- 

Many of the ny ag of the | mat, + gen a also shows = 
evening are supplie y the irre-|unusual range 0 instrumenta 
pressible Price. Fodder for his mill color and shadings on numbers 
are bongo bongo-playing Stevenson | like “Mood Indigo,” “Johnson 
fans, the hemming and hawing of | Rag,” “Ostrich Walk” and a stir- 
Eisenhower at a press conference, | ring arrangement of “Battle Hymn 
the “controversial” cult of N-Y.'s | of The ag ~~ — 
Channel 13, et al. His onstage |is_ currently eing acke y 
droodles and commentary have wit | Billy Wood on clarinet; Pete Bail- 
and style. But one of his tales, that man, trombone; Al Sutton, piano: 
of a village tree lover. could stand | Joe Rushton, bass sax; and Rolly 
tightening. He winds up with an | Culver, drums. 
audience name game, getting off | The Tyree Glenn four, regulars 
some good cne-liners. | at this spot, alternate on the band- 

stand with a consistently tasteful 


Blue Angel, N. Y. 
Dorothy Loudon, Roger Price, 
Ken & Mitzi Welch, Randy Sparks, 
Jimmy Lyon Trio, Bart Howard; 
$6 minimum. 


Current outing at the Herbert 
Jacoby & Max Gordon nitery spans 
over two hours with those entr’acte 
interludes. Filling the talent bill 
are comedienne-canary Dorothy 
Loudon, droodler-wit Roger Price, 
engaging Ken & Mitzi Welch and 
folksinger Randy Sparks. 

Four-act combo adds up to a 
chi chi bill, with the accent on what 
passes for sophistication among the 
“nervous set.” (Only Sparks doesn’t 
seem as much infected). Not that 
each performer doesn’t deliver 
something for the customers’ mer- 
riment—some better than others— 
but the content of material from 
Price to headliner Miss Loudon 
ranges from the “sick” South to 
the “sick” Village. Greenwich Vil- 
lage that is. 








Ken & Mitzi Welch are a young, 


attractive couvle comparatively brand of quiet jazz. Herm, 
new to the nitery circuit. They | ed 
have pleasant voices and some of | Fountainhead, 


their comedy material in song and | 
patter is real winning. Number 
coming off best is “What Do You, New Hope, Pa., May 22. 
Really Like.” dore to the timing Henny Youngman, Teddi King, 
of a metronome. There's fun also} Johnny Crawford, Buster Burnell 
in “Starting Tomorrow,” and the) Girls (4), Mickey Rogers Combo 
turn kidding tomorrow’s_ psyche} (5): $5 minimum. : 
commercials. “Cocktail Lounge” 
number is spoiled by obviousness. Warm-voiced Teddi King, a pe- 
_ Sparks, the ovener. warms UP | tite, gamine-type thrush with im- 
the audience with “I'm Just a) peccable taste, sings and looks 
Country Boy” and “Tell Him I'm | well in her Fountainhead date, her 
Gone,” followed by a sock “Drill | 


Ye Terriors, Drill.” He’s a hand-| 
some young lad. While range of his | 
voice doesn't seem big, he handles | 
his numbers slickly. 

Jimmy Lyons and his trio lend 
an able assist and Bart Howard 
does the intro for each act. 

Horo. 


New Hope. Pa. 


99 


first Philadelphia area appearance 
in several years. .A refugee from 
the jazz circuit ‘she got her start 
with George Shearing), Miss King 
| still shows her background with 
her jazz-like 
choice of material. 

Her clever songalog (whipped 
up by Bill Heyer) opens with an 
uptempo “It Could Happen to You” 
in which a too-loud band all but 
downed her out. But she came 
back strongly with her sincere de- 





« 


Shamreek “i'ton. H’st’n | 
Houston, May 19. | 
Molly Bee, Pete Pedersen, Carl 


Sands Orch (9); no cover or mini-| livery on “It Never Entered My 
mum | Mind.” Her hip phrasing and mu- 
ae ae sicianly style made “That's Why 

Fresh and fetchin’ Molly Bee | ‘2@ Lady Is A Tramp” a delight 


and she got warm applause for her 
sensitive treatment of the rarely- 
heard “Porgy.” 

In a beatnik version of “All the 
Way,’ complete with special hip 


tries to leave after 40 minutes in 
the spot, but the auditors wouldn’t 
have any part of it, so young 
thrush has to return for cne more 
song in her preem night at the In- . 5 
ternational Club's Continental lyric by Heyer, Miss King shows 
Room in the Shamrock Hilton. |a sense of humor. Although the 
Miss Bee is as busy as, and a be a — far out 
i a ot e nitery circuit, a preem 
shows fine change of pace, afd v2" | crowd seemed to dig the words and 
Sihe’s a picture in her white gown the special drew heavy mitting 
as spot finds her offstage doing She closes with an uptempo 
opening “Looking For a Boy.” | ‘Let's Face the Music and Dance’ 
Once onstage, she runs a gamut of 19 Which she shows can can_ belt 
“Fallin’,” “Little Things Mean a, With the best of them. Pert, 
Lot,” “Remember The Alamo,” | Pretty and shapely, Miss King has 
“Friendship,” “I Got Nobody” and | 800d stage presence. She might 
@ request number after. she’s | improve her act by using the hand- 
called back, “Your Cheating | mike and by adding a litile more 
Heart.” patter to get closer to the crowd 
Special material is clever and if she can come up with 5 
good. Blonde, pony-tailed femme | "Cord ‘she recently switched from 
kids radio hi'lbilly singers and in RCA to Coral and recorded several 
so doing displays a fine yodel. singles and an album), she could 
: be on her way. She certainly has 


Using well-timed taped record- ; 
Ad oF | , 6 ¢ : + 
ings, thrush carrics on conversa- | the vocal equipment to be a top 


star. 

In his turn, Henny Youngman 
shows once again how an experi- 
enced and talented comic can draw 
bellies with familiar lines Ii 
|could be that Youngman still will 


tions with Bob Hope and Liberace, | 
and even sings a duct with Hope, 
“I Ain’t Hankerins.” As it is the 
Style these days, Miss Bee disap- 
pears behind a screen onstage and 


reappears in a white zoot suit to : : ee tie a 
do “Pink Shoe Laces.” One aj a oo a a oe 
best-received numbers, and un-|} = vit 


usual in a nitery, is the spiritual, | forgotten. 


“His Eye Is On The Sparrow.”| Minus his fiddle, Youngman has 
Giving a good assist on electric | little in the way of fresh material, 
tuitar is femme’s accompanist, | but his sense of timing and his 


quick sizing .up of an audience 
make him a crowd pleaser 
The show is rounded 
emcee-singer Johnny 
the Buster Burnell Girls and the 
combo led by Mickey Rodgers 
which features talented bassman 
Frank Sostek, a veteran of a num- 
ber of name bands. Bitt. 


3illy Strange, who joins in a cap- 
able duet, “Friendship,” with her. 

Pete Pedersen opens show, dis- 
playing a double-barrelled talent 
for comedy and the harmonica. His 
Standup throwaways are generally 
fresh and funny, and he mixes 
comedy and music to perfection. 
Opening with Offenbach’s Orpheus 


out by 





phrasing and her | 


Crawford, | 


International, N. Y. 

Julius LaRosa, Lou Nelson, Boots 
McKenna Line with Jimmy 
O’Shawn, Mike Durso & Charlie 
Palmieri orchs; $5-$6 minimum. 


May and June generally provide 
a few windfall weeks for New York 
bonifaces. Spring is in the air, the 
prom kids have their big moments 
in the cafes and the bus tours bring 
a harvest. The open road is a 
healthy contributor to the gate. 

Julius LaRosa’s opening at Jack 
Silverman's’ International was 
attended by no less than 500 
femmes from Philadelphia who got 
off a fleet of busses and filled the 
room. This was a trip engineered 
by a travel bureau that gives the 
ladies transportation, lunch, a legit 
| matinee and a nitery for one pack- 

age price. Maybe the waiters don't 
get treated royally, and the checks 
of individual diners are higher, 
but it’s a living and it’s an audi- 
ence. Everybody’s happier 

LaRosa is a surprising perform- 
er, still in the process of growth 
He has never opened in N.Y. with- 
out having shown another phase of 
his development. This time in, he 
seems to have lost the naivete and 
country-bumpkin mannerisms of 
his past. He is now trying for a 
stress on personality. He has 
acquired bits, a degree of hepness 
and an ease he has rarely shown 
previously in cafes. Also he has 
come in without the overarrange- 
ments that characterized his work 
LaRosa is constantly the improved 
performer. 

There is a vocal resemblance to 
Frank Sinatra. His voice mirrors 
a musical instinct, he has a cheer- 
ful delivery and a good tune selec- 
tion comprising mainly standards. 
He holds attention on ballads and 
his rhythms and he fills the room 
with excellent musical values. He 
took repeated bows. 

Lou Nelson, in the comedy spot, 
also hits the audience hard with 
a series of 
medicos with a song-and-dance 
impression for the windup, Nelson’s 
lines achieve force via an easy 
delivery. It's a good middle ground. 
| While not overstating his case, he 
doesn't bang out his lines either. 
His efforts are well appreciated. 

Boots McKenna’'s line of guys 
and dolls holds over with a good 
brand of production with Jimmy 
O'Shawn the vocals. Mike 
Durso’s band showbacks with com- 
petence and Charlie Palmieri's 
Latunestering fills the floor 


Jose, 





on 


Society Rest... London 
London, May 20 


Peggy Sands, Gypsy Adan & His 





Tzigany Players, George Birch 
Orch; $3.50 minimum. 

Blonde Peggy Sands, a svelte, 
goodlooking warbler, is doubling | 


at the late-night Stork Club where 
she does a longer and more bois- 
terous act than at the elegant So- 
ciety room. Here is content 
with a 20-minute stint in which 
she gives with five oldies for 
which, unaccountabiy in such 
small room uses a mike 
Miss Sands has a gay and peppy 


she 


she 


personality and her act would have | 


been even more acceptable had 
she not clung to such well-worn 
material. Opening with ‘Slow 
Boat To China,” she then gives 4 
demure and saucy rendering of 
“Let's Do a” (tremendously 
plugged by cabaret performers in 
this capital). She puts over “How 
Deep Is The Ocean” glibly and fol- 


lows with a lively version of “I 
Can’t Give You Anything But 
Love.” She rounds off her act with 


“Oid Black Magic,’ which is 
appointing. Miss Sands belts at far 
too rapid a pace and has the air 
of not understanding the Ivric. 
Rich. 
Sands. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, May 20 
Rowan & Ma ‘tin, 
Swift, Harry Nofal, Copa 
11 Antenio Morelli 
roduced by Jack Entratter; 
Stuart; stage 
: $3 min- 


choreography, Renn 
direction, Harold Dobrouw 
imum, 

Another of Jack Entratter’s $-in- 
the-casino attractions, Nat King 


Cole, glides back into the Copa 
Room and presents the kind of 
sock nitery act for which he's 


noted. Despite an ailing thrgat on} 


opening night, Cole’s distinctive 
song styling was magnificent | 
throughout his repertoire which 


included such numbers as “Balle- 
|rina,” “Very Thought of You,” 
'“Continental,” “Paradise,” ‘“Ma- 
drid,” “Unforgettable.” “Just One 
|of Those Things,” 
| Love You,” “Mardi Gras,” “Dinner 
For One” (done with a prop table 
and dramatic lighting), “Avalon” 


and “Joe Turner,” plus two me- 


bits on commercials, | 


a) 


Orch | 


“You Made Me}! 


morable 88 solos, “Tea For Two” 
ber “Where or When.” 


| Dan Rowan & Dick Martin, who | 


|have long been comedy faves in 
| Vegas, return for the ninth time, 


and are better than ever. Most of | 
this time. | 
inebriated | 


their material is new 
with only the classic 
drunk heckler bit being revived— 
|which is, as usual, rewarded with 
| a blanket of yocks. The act is con- 
| sistently funny, and would click in 
any nitcry or theatre. 

Beautiful Joan Swift, who also 
| scores in the voice department, and 
| handsome Harry Nofal, a virile 
| baritone, are solid assets to Renne 


Stuart’s production numbers, deco- | 


rated with precision by the Copa 


Hotel Plaza, N. Y. 

Lisa Kirk with Jim Brooks, 
|Jimmy Harris, Jerry Rush & 
| Scooter Teague; Don Pippin con- 
|ducting Ted Straeter Orch, Mark 
Monte Continentals; $3-$4 cover. 





| Lisa Kirk, who opened the spot 
this season, is back for the sea- 
son's finale in the Persian Room. 
Rarely docs a performer here get 
a second booking within one sea- 
son. As in her previous visit, Miss 
Kirk has one of the glossiest acts 
to come to this room It's been 
worked over in a multitude of en- 


girls (11). Antonio Morelli’s orch; gagements until it has achieved a 
(24) does its usual fine job of|high polish. It’s an act in which 
backing the show, skedded through jshe is in full control from her 
| June 16. Juke. jentrance, and the material, 
} —_——_——- |scripted mainly by her husband 
| Blarold’s Club. Beno Robert Wells, wears well even 


Reno, May 19. 


Carl Ravazza, Wiere Bros. (3) 
(with Mildred Seymour), King- 
pins (5), no cover or mintmum. 


old's Club's poitev of longterm 
bookings (12 weeks, this one) for 
the intimate Fun Room—but what 
with the talent-loaded lineup, re- 
peater auditors, plus the ones mak- 
ing it the first time around, should 
keep the room filled 
The suave and 
Ravazza, the impish 
and the diversified musical King- 
pins offer tablers a full hour of 
something-to-please-everyone 


stvlized Carl 
Wiere Bros., 


Ravazza, taking time out from 
his ranching and real estate biz 
(both locally), is in full command 


of the chords, albeit he’s not work- 
ing year round on the nitery cir- 


cuit. He wins top endorsement on} 


such trademarked titles (and many 
of his own authorship) as “Mad- 
ame,” “Them Sobbin’ Women,” 
and “I Dream.” His “Story of Joe,” 
} Sans any backing, is a sure click in 
any room. A melange of standards 
includes “I'll See You In My 
Dreams,” “Two Loves Have I.” and 
“Don't Take Your Love From Me.” 
And his emoting ability is evident 
on a winning interp of “Thank 
Heaven For Little Girls.” 

The Wiere Bros., clowns and 
musicians all ‘Herbert, Sylvester 
and Harry), fracture with violin 
routines. One fiddles through with 
a shredded bow string he can't 
unshred, while the other two play 
it straight. Sylvester gets off some 
good lines in competition with the 
freres and three show near- 
| perfection in timing. Some of the 
|} acro stuff is also pro quality. The 
trio is backed at the piano by 
Mildred Seymour, who shows 
obvious talent 
| The Kingpins 
drums, piano 
this session 


the 


guitar, bass, 
make it a playback 
They rate plaudits for 


Sax, 


i 

jthe instrumental work on both 
pops and novelities. And their | 
impreshes are convincing. The 
boys are on for 25 minutes, and | 
the versatile act is a _ perfect 

|} warmer for the bill. Long. 


Riverside, Reno 


Reno, May 21. 

|} Jaye P. Morgan & Morgan Bros 
1 (3), Ric >» Layne & Velvets, Star 
jlets (8 Eddie Fitzpatrick Orch 
1 (10); $2 mintmum. 

| Jaye P. Morgan exhibs a vocal 
i Styling that can offend no taste, 
land for this time around (the last 
was about five years back) she 


stays Clouse to the titles essayed be 

|fore—and proves her point 
clicks solidly with the “can't 
Stull. 


she 


miss” 


The blonde thrush, backed by her 
|Morgan' Bro Duke, Dick & 
Charlie), whips thru a 25-minute 


| repertoire that shows her talent on 
| both the beltier titles and the sen- 
sitive J 


offerings. From 


rir opener 
‘Runnin’ Wild” to the closing 
“Detour” she’s “in'’—and auditor 


| reaction 


a full-skir 


In 
she 


positive assurance. 
ted red creation 


| Wins approval with “Life Is Just a 
| Bowl of Cherries,” “You Are My 
| Lucky Star and in chorus with 
the freres, “Sing, You Sinners.” 
The male threesome’ upstage 
with their recorded version of 
“Noah,” and ably back the distaffer 
with guitar and siring bass. Miss 
Morgan finales with a vocal in- 
terpretation of “Detour Ahead.” 


Warming for the headliner (and 








he finds spot not a cinch) is 
Rickie Layne and his wooden- 
head Velve He’s off slow, but 
gradually kes it for a full com-| 
mand. zayne is heavy on the 





what's - wrong - with - the - audi- 
ence routines and his dialect (Yid- 
|dish) bits. Both efforts could be 
| trimmed with no loss, as it’s in- 
| dicated he has other materials he 
leaves unused. 

| The Starlets, in a Moro-Landis 
production, take the first and final 
curtain with Frank Finelli vocal- 
ing. Entire show is backed by 
Eddie Fitzpatrick and boys. Bill 
runs to June 3. Long. 


upon a second airing 

Lotsa people are involved with 
this turn. Not only are there four 
boys who come in to give added 
flash, but there’s the musical direc- 
tion of Ted Straeter’s band by Don 
Pippin, staging by Tony Charmoli, 
original music by David Saxon and 
naturally, a gown credit for Jean 
Louis. Latter designed a dress in 
layers in which Miss Kirk makes 
her entranee with a breakaway 
skirt, a red confection for the La- 
tin number, a doublet and a Cni- 
nese garb for “Limehouse Blues.” 
This is probably the most archi- 
tectured act in the business today, 
but alse one of the more expertly 
performed 

Miss Kirk, even with the multi- 
tude of accoutrements, has plenty 
of time to be herself. There are 
long stretches in which she gets 
acquainted with the audience on 
her own It may be heresy, but 
she’s as effective on her own as 
with the lads Let there be no 
mistake—the boys add color, dash 
and an added dimension of gallop- 
ing movement, but in the final 
analysis it will be Miss Kirk's 
name and performance which will 
have to fill the room until its sea- 
sonal exit. 


Her specials include “I Travel 
|Light.” a sprightly opener, and 
“Good Little Girls” which is re- 


prised from her previous turns. 
However, all her numbers have in- 
dividualized treatment She has 
sights and sounds that are identi- 
fied with her and she knows what 
to do with them. Her “Far Away 
Places with several costume 
changes provides powerful clos- 
ing for her, and her boys carry 
her off on an improvised sedan 
made up of a piece of luggage, to 
applause of hit-making proportions. 
Ted Straeter’s boys pertorm ex- 
cellently in the musical require- 
ments, and Mark Monte’s Continen- 
tals fill the floor in the alternate 
spot. ose. 





Bradierd Reef, Beston 
Boston, May 22. 
Frolics, with Michael Mee 
han, June Rae, Shirley Winter, Es 
| Co LaRue, Naries James, Jo Valle, 
| Joan Anderson, Ted Roman, Den- 
ise LaFlamme; narrated and pro 
duced by Jack Kelly Harry De- 


7 


ice 


Angelis Orch (5); $3-$4 minimum 
| This is the first ice show for 
the Bradford Roof where boniface 
Al Taxier has the ropes up for 
the 55-minute production which 
ypened Monday (18) and is booked 
for four weeks, exiting June 13. 
Ice surface is extra large, 25 x 


| 22 ft., allowing plenty of latitude. 
| Cast gives terrific skating exhibi- 
tion replete with the flips and 
flourishes to big mitting ail the 

Way 
Format is similar.to big arena 
icers with Michael Meehan, fea- 
tured, soloing to terrific applavse 
Breaking up the aud is Esco LaRue 
who has his drunk act working to 
perfection and fooling even the 
blase night-clubbers Working 
without skates frum ringside table, 
LaRue heckles and taunts the 
skaters to merriment of ringsiders, 
finally joining them onstage and 
becoming involved in _ intricate 
steps and taking a number of falls 
on the ice 

Shirley Winter, tall and blonde, 
| whizzes around in_ slick solos; 
June Rae, wife of producer Jack 
Kelly, who choreographs and cos- 
tumes the show, scores with a 
polka on the frappe. Four blonde 
lookers, Naries James, Jo Valle, 
Joan Anderson and Denise La- 
Flamme, make visual impact as 
chorus line and tear off some fan- 
tastic production numbers, particu- 
larly a torrid Charleston. 

This new departure for the 
Bradford Roof, which plans to 
stay open all summer, looks to pay 
off with big takes as customers 
seem entranced with the stacked 
femme skaters and the showers 
of ice chips from their flasning 
blades. Gry. 
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Ritz Carlton, Montreal 
Montreal, May 19. 

Ona Ainsley, Sohnny Gallant, 
Paul Notar Trio; $2-$2.50 cover. 





Ona Ainsley is a newcomer to 
the local scene and one who should 
become a regular if current show- 


ing in the Ritz Cafe is any crite- 
rion. A strawberry blonde of aver- | 
age height, she has a flexible s t 


of pipes which she puts to good us 





on a wide variety of numbers 
With obvious legit vocal training 
hrush is impressive wiih the 
more full-bodied musicomedy 
items and the standards of such 
composers as Cole Porter. 
Arrangements by Murray Rum- 
sen, who has also set Miss Ain- 
siey’s programming, are a cut 
above the usual, and the easy tran- 
sition from an aria to a torchant 
and then to a special material rou- 
tine makes for a refreshing nitery 
act Still in a somewhat forma- 
tive stage for cafe presentation, 
overall act is smooth and neatly 
avoids any feeling of experimen- 
tation. Manner is friendly aid 
femme establishes okay relations 
with ringsiders without bringing 
them into show. Newt. 





Rerns Salonger. “heim 





Stockholm, May 19 

I sia, Bluebell Girls 8), 
Ma . Berns Orch conducted 
by Cjerrman, 

Berns has returned to variety 
after presenting the South Amer- 
ican Alaria Ballet the last six 
weeks. Lys Assia, the Swiss singer, 
is the top star during May. It is 
her second visit at the Berns, and 
as usual she presents the latest 


pop songs with her all-time stand- 
ard “Oh My Papa” still on the pro- 
gram 
The B 
Lido in 
of dancing 


from the 
mixture 
Arabic 


luebell Girls 
Paris present a 
numbers, an 


harem, a Charleston dance and a 
ell done stint with bells. 

Marco with partner offers a 
sensational balancing act. New 
York is next on his schedule. 

Egon Kjerrman conducts the 
Berns orch expertly. 

3erns continues as Stockholm’'s 
No. 1 spot, especially for tourists 
seeking class floor entertainment. 

Ning. 


Cerk Clab. Houston 


Houston, May 19. 

Beverly Lawrence, Freddie Gib 
bons Orch (5); no cover or niini 
MIU 

Comely brunet Beverly Lawrence 
has a talent to match her looks, 
which an opening night audience 
found considerable cn all counts. 
There's a little diva and a little 
dive in the thrush, who purposely 
exhibits only a slight suggestion 
that she possesses pipes that can 


easily be a throwback to the great 
blues voices that are seldom heard 
now. 

Femme has fine production, hav- 
ng built act with care. She sells 
a song with eyes, face and body 
Miss Lawrence begins her 25 mi- 
nutes onstage with a throaty 
“Lonesome Road,” takes a muted 
spot for “Fever,” throwing in a 
few notes borrowed from Yma 
Sumac. Then she surprises with 
a turn the 88, doing a fine job 
with “Cumana” and “Ebb Tide.” 

Thrush strolls while doing “All 
I Have Is You.” then presents her 
effective “Mood Indigo.” The a 
rangement for this is excellent. 
with her early accompaniment only 


at 
al 





a slow, pulsating beat from the 
bass viol. Miss Lawrence begs of! 
with “It’s All Right With Me,” 
which wasn't all right with the 
aud that wanted more. Skip. 
Cloister, H’wood 
Hollywood, May 23. 

Andy Williams, Frank Gorshin, 
Terry Gibbs Orch (16); $1.50 
cover. 

The Sunset Strip added a new 
saloon with Chi’s Coast branch 
of the Cioister in headquarters for- 
merly occupied by the Mocambeo 


There’s been more than 
in name and ownership. 
the basic floor 
hasn't been altered, the place has 
been redone from stem to stern. 
It’s ail modern—even the famous 
aviary is gone, replaced by foliage. 


a change 
Although 


The lighting is low key, too dim 
for oglers to spot celebs, or for 
celebs to spot celebs. 

Opening night crowd proved 
A. is more than ready to sup- 
port another boite—the velvet 
cord was up for the late show. 
It's doubtful whether there'll be 


return business of the older faith- 
ful unless current booking mis- 
takes are corrected. The opening 
bill is completely sans femmes 

Andy Williams is no stranger to 
the Sunset Strip, having worked 


plan of the nitery | 


|Is a Tramp” 


at Ciro’s and the Mocambo with 
his brothers and Kay Thompson. 
He would do well to recall some 
of the showmanship which made 
their act a standout. The old 
adage, a hit record does not a 
headliner make, is again proved 
with Williams. He sings well, al- 
ways on key, softly or with a jump 
beat, and with a pleasant smile. 
But the young, cleancut, well- 
rehearsed lad doesn’t have a nitery 
act . He sings a 37-minute turn oi 
tunes highlighted only by his 
record smash, “Hawaiian Wedding 
Song.” In addition to the Gibbs 
group, four strings soften the brass, 
and John Abate, on guitar, directs 
yes excellent backing. 
‘illiams’ opening night 
bitit may have been augme 
a slightly temperamental 
Frank Gorshin is a big talent 
is mimicry, comedy and singing 
although spoofed) are all tops. 
‘mong his offbeat impressions: 
Aifred Hiitchcock, Rod Steiger, Jeff 
Chandler, Lee J. Cobb, Jack Pal- 
ance, Bob Mitchum, Brod Craw- 
ford, Richard Widmark, Burt Lan 
caster and Kirk Douglas. Gorshin, 
a pleasant-looking youngster, does 
a remarkable job of facial con- 
toriion to resemble as well as 
sound like the foregoing. He was 
forced to do his piano-singing bits 
sirained through members of the 
orch who cluttered up the stage 
for this show. However, those sec- 
tions of the room which could not 


immo- | 
nted by 
mike. 


see Gorshin’s imitations of Billy 
Eckstine, Dean Martin, Jimmie 
Rodgers and Tony Bennett could 
appreciate the vocal accuracy. He 
begs off with a great Jolson 
“Rockabye.” 

Gibbs’ group, featuring him on 


the vibes, is excellent—but not for 


this room. The group is too big, 
too loud, and because of its size, 
precludes the possibility of danc- 


ing by regular patrons of this type 


boite. Their big band style, 

the tradition of the Benny Good- 
man era, is solid; their delivery, 
inspired and flawless, but the 
Cloister, as the name would im- 
ply, is no place for a jazz concert 
such as: “Opus Number IJ,” “Evil 
Eyes.” “Stardust” ‘if one could 
recognize it), “Da Fuz” and “Jump- 


ing at the Woodside Opening 
night show ran overlong, an easily- 
remedied problem. 


The Cloister, in addition to its 
Chi bosses, boasts beef from the 
Windy City and a moderately- 


priced menu. Arniy. 








Colony Club, Omaha 

Omaha, May 23. 

Rusty Draper; $1 cover, $1 
Sat. 


5 


0 





Rusty Draper's name fs just like 
money in the bank at local niteries 
The personable redhead held the 
record for covers at the Colony 
Club until Henny Youngman top 
ped it four months ago. Now 
Draper has returned and is ready 
to reclaim the mark. 

Draper’s 45-minute stint is 
Grade-A throughout. Opens with a 
songalog of "Gypsy in My Soul,” 
“Lazy River” and “Bonaparte’s Re- 
treat,” then into guitar instru- 
mentals. Banjo comes out next and 
even the customers at this swank 
spot join in for a communily s.ng 

Impreshes of Ink Spots and 
Liberace precede straightaway 
songs and some comedy. Draper 
then plugs local songwriter Dr. 
Royce Swain's “Don’t Forget Your 
Shoes,” and concludes with smash- 
eroo “I Cried for You.” “You Made 
Me Love You” and his identifying 
“Are You Satisfied.’ Bows off to 
an ovation, Trump. 


Creseendo, Houston 





Houston, May 20. 
Charlie Applewhite, J« Ortiz 
Orch (5); no cover or mi um, 





Personable young Charlie Apple- 
white, who has a way with a baliad, 
is a casulalty of the cold war 
Applewhite was one of the hottest 
properties in the biz when he 
entered service about three years 
ago. When he was discharged a 
year ago, he found the rock ‘n’ 
rollers were kings. Now, his voice 
as good as ever, 
way back to the top. 

Singer does a pleasant 30-min- 
ute turn at Club Crescendo, per- 
forming the familiars with easy, 
casual style to top returns. After 
opening “All of Me,” lie vocalizes 
“I Could Have Danced All Night,” 
“Again,” “I Love Paris,” “Black 
Magic,” “I've Got You Under My 
Skin,” “Smoke Gets In Your Eyes” 
(which is perhaps best), “The Lady 
and “One For My 
Baby.” 

Latter, the begoff, is something 
of a production as Applewhite bor- 
rows a cigaret and drink from 
stagesiders. Jose Ortiz orch does 
okay backing job. 
rough spots wherein the Latin 
musicians failed to establish rap- 
port with the Applewhite arrange- | 
ments were smoothed out by the 
second night. Skip. 





The couple of | 





he’s fighting his 


! include 


| eign Land,” “Ti 


mn | 


| number 


‘him with a dis 


Thunderbird. L. V. 

Dale Robertson, Lenny Kent, 
Jenny Jackson, Samara, Gail Gan- 
ley, Jack Parker, Thunderettes 
(9), Al Jahns Orch (12); pro- 
duced by Marty Hicks; choreog- 
raphy by Ja Bunch; $3 mini 
nium. 


ls 
v 


Dale Robertson makes his nifery 
debut with an act that should click 
in any club. The handsome “Wells 
Fargo” tv star sings 


arming charm. On 
he had his audience 
in his holster within seconds. 
He’s introduced by the beauti- 
ful exotic terper, Samawa, clad 
an Indian maid. He wears a black 
cowpoke outfit, kids himself and 
the other western TVers. Songs 
“Lonesome Road,” “You 
Dent Know What Lonesome Is,” 
“The Hanging Tree,” “In A For- 
avel On” and the 
theme. 
Jenny Jackson and her 
guitars, accordion and 
Jackson joins Robert- 
to excellent effect, and 
package is smoothly 
guided by the Al Jahns orch (12 
Lenny Kent, held over, scores 
again with his standup comedy and 
fast adlibs. Curtain-raiser is hold- 
over South Seas production num- 
ber concocted chorecgrapher Jack 
Bunch, which features the exciting 
Samara, plus sock songology and 
dancing by Gail Ganley, Jack Par- 
ker, and the Thunderettes (9). The 
Marty 
an indefinite run. 


opening night, 


‘High Noon” 
by chirper 
group, two 
bass. Miss 
son vocally 
the entire 


Di ike 


Steuben‘’s. Bosten 


Boston, May 19 

Billy Albert & Audrey Sisters 
(3), Lottie Brunn, Don Dennis, 
Cha Cha Teps :‘2), Tony Bruno 
Orch (5); $2.50 minimum. 

Fast-paced show with © slick, 
fresh, youthful Billy Albert & The 
Audrey Sisters toplining, packaged 
by Jack Mandel!, rates on all 
counts at Joe & Max Schneider's 


400-seat boite. In for two frames, 
the show hits highspots from open- 
ing act to finish with Tony Bruno's 
orch playing at top speed 

Albert, who has surrounded him- 
self with two new lookers, stages a 
production. Opening with 
Make Us Feel So Young,” 
and two brunet femmes, handsome- 
ly gowned, segue into cha cha 
with terp. Albert takes 
the guitar for a mediey of tunes 
from “My Fair Lady,” while the 
femmes highstep the accompani- 
ment around the stage. From this, 
they go to a rock number, and 
femmes change shoes for tap 
Windup is wild hoedown bit with 
girls in Daisy Mae costumes, and 
rock 'n’ roll star impresh bit. 

Cha Cha Taps, two —— pping 
lads, open the show with some 
dexterous and rapid c! # cha dances 
in which they satirize Chaplin, 
Jerry Lewis, E. Presley. Lottie 
Brunn is the high-speed priestess 
in the high-speed show with rapid 
fire juggling of balls, hoops, etc., 
piled high on a table, of all shapes 
and sizes. 
she winds up her colorful act with 
eight articies spinning from vari- 
ous parts of her antomy. 

Don Dennis scores handily with 
“All My Love” and takes “Over 
the Rainbow” for slick ride to big 
mitting. He winds up with a solid 
“Dance, Everybody, Dance.” New 
show opens May 28. 7uy. 


The Seville. H’woed 
Hollywood, May 19. 
Chico Hamilton Quintet, Sonny 
Rollins Quartet; $1 cover, -2-drink 
minimum. 





Two widely different types of 
modern jazz comprise the current 
fare at Harry & Alice Schiller’ 
Seville. One’s loud and frantic and 
the other’s smooth and novel. 

Drummer Chico Hamiiton’s quin- 
tet gets a strange but beautiful in- 
tonation by combining a cello ‘Na- 





and jokes in| 
|a homespun manner which brands | 


as | 


He's backed | 


Hicks production is set for | ; 


“You | 
the lad | 


Continuousiy in motion, | 


Hubbard, trumpet; Lenny McBrow- 
nie, drums, and Henry Grimes, 
bass. Neither Rollins nor Hamilton 
uses a piano. 

That the Rollins group has tech- 
nical skill is clear and Rollins and 
Hubbard are the stars. But, al- 
though they improvise, their work 
seems cerebral and unfeeling and 
for the general taste they are too 


loud, too feverish. There is, how- 
ever, a specialized audience for 
this type of cacophony. 

Both groups are slated at the 
Seville until May 27 with option: 


Gl 


Queen Eli zabeth. Nort l 


Montreal, May 19 

“An Evening with S dil 
berg,” with Earl Wrightse Stan 
ley Grover, setty Ben De j 
Vaughan Orch (12), Louis Bannet 
Trio; $2.50-$3 cover. 

Wave upon wave of nostalgia 
sweeps over ~4 elegant Salle Bona- 
venture’ thes —_— as Earl 
Wrichtson er confe! reprise the 


Sigmund Romberg faves to a recep 


tion seldom equa!lied in this room 
| The “Evening With for lat is a 
|cinch to click in almost any of the 
| better rooms and present layout i 
;no exception; it could easily be a 
| lucrative forerunner for other sim- 
| ilar composer-shows 

| Newcomer to current group is 
Stanley Grover who takes over spot 
formerly held by Felix Knicht 
Grover, who roadshowed in “South 
Pacific’ for some time, has a pleas- 


ig tenor voice and manner, 
ing in smoothly with the polished 
| performances of Earl Wrightson 
,and Betty Benee. 


Wwork- 


In the headlining slot. Wrightson 
impresses with every offering and 
on the night caught had a made-to- 
order crowd. They were amply 
rewarded by all three singers who 
|combined in trio and duet offer- 
ings, single spois and even the 
seldom heard male duet from 
“Student Prince.” Such everereen: 
as “The Riff Song,” “One Alo: 
“Lover Come Back To Me” and 


“Wanting You” drew sock ovat 

Show is on the pius side throuch- 
out despite some off-the-cob iiems 
Pipers are given adequate support 
by the Denny Vaughan orch which 
| shares interlude music with violin- 


ior 


ist Louis Bannet and trio. 
Wrightson & Co. are in until 

| May 30 and should set new house 

records if biz continues at level 


f preem. Lucille & Eddie Roberts 
come in June 1 for two weeks, fol 
lowed ‘by Mata & Hari June 15 

Newt. 


Slate Bros... L. A. 
Los Angeles, May 19 

The Gaylords (2), Duke Hazlett, 
Mel Young, Players Four; $1 cover 

This is the first completely new 
bill at the Slates in 15 weeks, what 
with Don Rickles having held down 
the headliner spot for that period 
before moving off for Las Vegas 
Three new acts provide a nicely 
balanced bill, and the Slates have 
a sleeper in one of them, Mel 
Young, with the result 
jness should continue 
the next few weeks. 

Headliners are the 
Pair of singers-comics 


bouncy over 


Gaylords, a 
who ve made 


their mark in the disk biz but also 
work comedy in niteries. They're 
fine singers, and display an okay 
lif somewhat erratic comic flair. 


‘But the turn is choppy and some- 
what disorganized, and they'd bene- 
fit from 
their stint. Their singing provides 
the greater impact, and that should 
take precedence over the comedy, 
which also needs some trimming 
They're satisfactory turn at pres- 
ent, but could realize a greater im- 
pact with a more compact routine 

Young, whom the Slates brought 
cown from San Francisco, is a 
record pantomimist with a fresh 
approach and offbeat material. A 
rubberfaced youngsier, he utilizes 


than Gershman) with a bass viol|a score of props and imaginative 
(Wyatt Ruther), a guit (‘Dennis | physical business to go with his 
Budemire) and a versatile reed| panto. He scores with a ribald bit 
Eric Doffey), who plays a tenor;|to Pearl Bailey's “Tired,” does a 
and a baritone sax, a clarinet and wonderful turn on the receiving 
a flute. end of a Mike Wallace interview, 
Hamilton, by usually restricting | dons a fright wig for a funny “Hey, 
his percussion to brushes and soft | There,” to Rosemary Clooney wax, 
mallets, permits a quiet blending | and closes with a Harry the Hip- 
of several elements. His selections, | ster turn. For other rooms, Young 
played with intelligence from care-| will have to trim the blue stuff, 
fully worked out arrangements, are | but he seems to have enough of a 
frequently drawn from showtunes. | backlog, so that won't be a prob- 
High points opening night were: | lem. 


“More Than You Know,” in which 
the guitar and the cello carry the 
theme; “Under Paris Skies,” a! 
unique arrangement which success- 
fully experiments with tempos, and 
a number called “Far East,” in 
which Hamilton’s tasteful drum 
artistry shines. Doffey’s reed work 


|stands out in a group of standout 


musicians. 

Hamilton’s group alternates con- 
tir, uously With saxman Sonny Rol- 
lins’ quartet, composed of Freddie 


| Duke Hazlett, who occupies the 
| middle spot, is a poor man’s imita- 
tion of Frank Sinatra. Looking 
|and dressing somewhat like Sina- 
| tra, he essays Sinatra tunes in the 
| Sinatra style. At best, it’s a poor 
| imitation—Hazlett lacks the voice, 
the authority and the musical com- 
mand to score. Turn draws strict- 
ly on its novelty value. The Play- 
ers Four do a good showhbackin, 


}job and provide some interesti ing 
jazz. 


| intermission Cha 


Statler-Hilton, ¥.. A. 
Los Angeles, May 2 
The Sportsmen (4), Nita & Pep- 


pi, Leighton Noble Orch (8), $2- 
| $2.50 cover. 

The Sportsmen, current head- 
liners at the Statler’s Terrace 


| subjects, 


that busi- | 


a complete reworking of | 


| 


Room, present a pleas 
will please the comn 
ers and her h¢ 


ant act which 
ercial travel- 


tel 









o! passers- 

through 
3acked by Leighton Noble's 
orch, the quartet (which contains 
two of the original Sportsmen and 
two of the Continentals who have 
joined them) is on for about 30 
minuies. While barbershop is the 
group's basic style, and they lapse 
into it occasionally, the Sportsmen 
are In a category of their own. 
heir harmonies, rhythms and rou- 
tines are too subtle and varied for 


SPBSQSA Inc., but are sufficiently 
homespun and cheerful to appe al 
to homebodies out on a 
Their p: 
Texas,” to 
Paris,” and 
with two 


rodies , ‘h 

the tune ‘of 
“Me and My Shadow,” 
fed Lew and two 
shadows — are refreshing to any 
taste. While they haven't recap- 
tured the tight intonation of the 
old Sportsmen, they have devel- 
eped a good sound, and novelties 
like their whistled rendition of 
“Flight of the Bumble Bee” make 
up the difference 

Acrobats Nita 


ses 


& Peppl are a 
nice young couple who almost Ht- 
erally knock themselves out~on 
the Statler Hilton’s low ceiling 
Both acts are booked for three 
weeks. 

There was an amusing flub open- 
ing night =. the emcee said, 
“We now ivite vou to dance.” 
Noble's ore h shane that moment to 
leave the stage. Customers. bs asking 
in the room's well-heeled service, 
may not have noticed. 7! 


Bon Soir. N.Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Milt Kamen, who replaced singer 
Rertrice Reading at the Bon Soir 


ten, 


last week, is in peak form. His 
comedy routine, loaded with gen- 
erally strong material, pulls an 


almost continuous flow of laughs. 
The comic and most of the hold- 
over acts prvoide an entertaining 
session. 

Kamen's 30-minute dicourse {n- 
cludes humorous observations, 
comments and ribs on a variety of 
running from. sartorial 
to psychological. His routines 
about English being a vhvysically 
weakening language: a flatchested 
school teacher: missile names: the 
Readers’ Digest and Brooks Bros., 
are all in the click groove, as 
his jazz poetry concert closer. 

Comedienne-singer Kaye Ballard 
continues as a potent laugh-puller 


is 


and skilled songstress: Her ren- 
dition of tunes associated with 
Fanny Brice is top-drawer, and 
ditto her execution of “Love Is a 
Simple Thing.” The comedy trio, 
Little, Dane & Mason, have some 


okay moments, but 
aren't too effective. 
The Three Flames, 
out a neat brand of instrumental- 
zation and comedy, while host 
Jimmie Daniels continues to do a 
fine song-selling jeb Jess. 


in the overall, 


as usual, dish 


Statler-Hilton. Dallas 
Dallas, May 19. 
Shawn, Johnny Long Orch 
$2-$2.50 cover. 


Dick 
(11); 


Comic Dick Shawn, a big hit fn 
his first Empire Room outing in 
July, 1956, returns to pick up where 
he left off. In the interim he’s 
acquired fresh material, perfected 
his timing and comes up with a 
crowd-pleasing hour of hilarity thai 
rates yocks from the finely honed 
act 

Opening (14) 
ence in the adjoining grill 


to an overflow audi- 
Shawn 


easily kept his $00 fans howiing 
with sketches ‘reprising kis wk. 
“Massa Richard,” his panto of a 
swishy baseball pitcher and _ his 
wild, new bit—a razz of rock ‘'n’ 
rollers—ending with “Goodnight, 


Elvis, whatever you are.) Shawn's 
lightning delivery keeps the 
tablers earbending; he gets de- 
served response, but smartly never 


steps on his laughs. Takeoffs of 
Ted Lewis, Frankie Laine, Teresa 
Brewer and Dean Martin reap 


hefty mitting and he has to beg off 


after three encores. 

Johnny Long orch opens the 
show with a swinger, “720 in the 
Books,” and later, to permit a cos- 
tume change, band is onstage for 


a bluelighted, 
“Dancing 
Long soloing 


sock instrumental of 
k,”’ with fiddler 


in the Dark 
Crew adds fine show- 


backing and jams the floor with 
leather pushers, 
Shawn has a fortnitht here; 


Roberta Sherwood opens a return, 
two-frame date May 28 Bark, 
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“The Skillet,” also was announced | 


| with the alternate title of “Pleas- | 
|}antly Lost Weekend.” His “Battle 
ouse Views of Jericho” gives his guitar ac- 


companist, John Stark, a break 






































=a ere: — = f| Lad obviously is as good as Bibb WEEK OF MAY 27 
mae | lauded him to be. 
Music Hall, N. Y. | fees ss Sey, Mf The chain gang song, “Make a| . 
“Camera Holiday,” produced by | otsa ye ge ting lappily Solid Road.” enables Bibb to bring | NEW YORK CITY Peggy Taylor Ken Harrie, Ore 
Leon Leonidofj; Varel & Bailly | ws oo Ms Toni resister with acro | /2 Various sounds until it becomes | —. Ce Sve. im | Stein Same 
with Les Chanteurs de Paris; Alan | “Vers a Sees Afringa,, | almost a chanting ballad. “Across | MUSIC HALL 27 | Rockettes Cloist | Jimmy Blade Ore 
‘ole. Maria Neglia. Rita Lauri contortions, fitting into an African | win. Missouri.” one of -his t ef- | Verel & Bailly | it. Paige Ore. oister Inn Renden seues 
Cole, Maria Segha, Nita Lauria,’ harem scene. Terping bits are by oe , a ae Les Chanteurs ROXY Don Adams Dorothy Donegan 
Trio Martelli, Ronald Frazier, Rock- Sheila Holt partnered with Tom forts, also spotlights the guitar | Trio Martelli | Jack Haskell Meg Myles Mister Kelly's 
ettes, Corps de Ballet, Symphony Gillis” adios dancing girls are } playing and a whistling signoff org somite oe Ramsey Lewis Trio | Martha Davis & 
Orchestra under Raymond Paige. | = Plata = Saul Rurnott | Lhe spiritual, “Run To Sea,” builds an Col | Balladeers wpe onrad Hilton eee 
an attrative | 1 Paul Burnett Ala e F . 
eee a ei? iM rative line, and Paul Bu I a cl © Winni : = : ; rosty Frills Ellie Ross 
Ask Any Gir (M-G), reviewed batons special orch for solid show- up to a shouting climax, Winning Corps de Ballet | Kobt. Boucher Ore | Helga Neft Marty Kubinstein 8 
in VARIETY, May 13, ‘59. | hackin —_ : an acclamation, he was forced back | Farra & Carter Marx & Frigo 
acing aml Maxin produces, with as- | t0 40 a ballad, “Turn Around When AUSTRALIA — "|e 
This is one of Radio City Music | si¢ from Maurice Fournier, to| You're Young.” This proved one) ecsourNm | Martha & Adolfo | Jack Kodell Ronnie Schell 
Hall's better stage offerings, offer- “h h id d redit i Oo en- of the weaker entries of his reper- Tivoli Ek & B Carley Eddie Ash George Taps 
ine wariety of “' lor in the turns | Ww om he paic ue cre In op toire Wear. Will Mahone Sue Peters Manuel! Del Toro Schmitz Trio 
ing variety and color It ling night curtain speechifying. ‘ c —. 3arton & Stuchb’r’y | Inez & Gordon | Ben Arden Ore 
from outside and some freshness | Settings are by Tod Kingman and ee C a Girls Lioyd Nairn | 
in the material put across by the | George Collier. Main problem af-| pppRo ROMAN |Gordon & Colvilie |!rank Ward HAVANA 
onstage regulars Attesting to) “tn esa ag dl -sized ai waces Allen Bros. & Juae Deidre Green Hotel Capri ; Tanerti 
| fecting show is awkward long-sized | gongs, mpeg ~ flees Anna Pauile Pp A 
audience satisfaction was the mitt- | shape of auditorium, which results | ; gs | Amazing Margoes ADELAIDE Rosita Fodres dis tiaeiaianiln 
Set alate Nowed enc ber | =a! Asvpensdlh-eer sums | 16 Mins. Anny Berryer + eager Mitsouko & Roberto 
ing which followed each number in much of audience being too far t 7 Margo Glancy oya ance ee an nteca 
—at least on opening show caught : ‘ IBEW Hall, Chicago man Sahee Sabrina Na Guile : 
at least On opening : §nt. | distant from stage, thus detracting te Frank Wilson Andrea Dancers Natalie Herera tiodino Singers 
i , : : \ > rank ilsor ” c . ore” 
As produced by Leon Leonidoff,| from show's intimacy. Bernard Up from Cuba, Pedro Roman Listwne Beansgrove |S. & M Harrison a...) Hiten Dancing gvaters 
the show is a well-rounded one| Delfont, London impresario, is | harks back to the heyday of ro- SYONEY a Escher Boya Elsa Marvel 
with each display nicely seguing | presenting this vacation-time lay- | mantic Latin singers in U.S. pix, Tivoli pies dle sap Raquet & Rolande | Elena del Cueto 
into the next. This is done via a) out. geared for holidav trade over | radio and stageshows. If American johnny Lockwood David Sterle | Raquel Bardisa Ramon Calzadilla 
' ‘ ” thich | 4 how bi hs accommodat a|Len Lowe Jackie Monnier | Morena Orx Natalie Herrera 
photographie “world tour’ whic eriod from now to October. ) Show IZ can accommodate ae . . | Fajardo Ore Gloria & Wattuses 
; 
smplovs sereened motion picture | Jor |revival in this idiom, however, Hotel Nacional axa 
€ I A Pp a 10 } P : BRITAIN ‘ ‘ 2 
material as a backdrop for tke live | Roman is the one to do it. Com- Carlos Argentino F. Guerrero Ore 
action on the boards. ie | bination of his knowing presence BLACKPOOL Julius Nehring LOS ANGELES 
Particularly effective is an | Apollo. N. Y. | and room-filling warsbene adds = oe — renee one | Band Box Joe 
enormous still of the Rockettes} Heartbeats (4), Joe Medlin, | to beaucoup excitement that bodes festie i row. alien & Albee Sig | Billy Gray 





i . . : a j , Jer - y Ea oy 
irbed in red outfits which is im- | Spanials (5), Jesse Belvin. Fiestas | brightly for the singer. Peter Felgate GLASGOW Bat Ya rl ¢ 
g Pp 
















































































Micke - eer ae 
mediately followed by the gals| (4), Bo Diddley (3), Bobby Day,| Besides the vocal sparks, with — | ag sed ho : — joe A ‘Cochron Paul B tent 
themselves, as though the picture | Cadillacs (4) Baby Cortez, Reu-| bongo accomp, and via an assort- econo ~ Saat “ee Be ecl & Mills | p Ben Bive's Gateway Singers 
were coming to life. Dances by|ben Phillips band (12) “Forty|ment that includes “Babalu,” | Hazel Lee Smoothey & Layton | prinkie —y Mn we 
Emelia Sherman are trickier than | Guns” (Col.). “Volare,” “Sorrento” (with Italo = og “pacer ge Diane Lefti _ | Bob Melvin 
usual, making the precision ma- —_—— llyric), “Day-O” and “Granada,”| wars Tait ‘s eee ae Sa Mildred aw Dick Sia bile Ore 
neuvering all the more striking. The trouble with this sort of Roman has the gift of generous | Jimmy Green he gh al | Dick Bernie C Hamilton Quintet 

Symphony orchestra under Ray- | packaged rock ‘n’ roll revue was|sex appeal. His eyes flash; his Ange “A waco - j Gaby LEEDS wi | Richard Cannon S Rollins Group 
mond Paige's direction provides | exemplified in the intro prob-| movements are sensually rythmic. | patricia Burgess : Empire | van aaee Sce ie a 
the warmup with a stirring offer-| lems of emcee Jocko. With the) All of it may be so much corn to ahaa pet Z > on | Andy Williams Duke Hazlett 
ing of ‘Roumanian Rhapsody | Cadillacs ready in the wings, he|the American male, but femme hig ie sary Saceeaar iter fey eon on bea Se 
No. 1.” |gave the buildup spiel for the | hearts will es flutter. And gender BRISTOL Sharpe & Iris ancaatar arcade ph ag 

Varel & Bailly with Les Chan-/| Fiestas. The Fiestas had already Ss that massive voice seinen rhodes “sen Clive Kingston Trio Sportsmen __ 
teurs de Paris make for the first | appeared. Rom: issues with CON-| padie Leslie cranes Peneite Phil Ford. & Leighton Noble and 
stop on the stage tour. V & Band| He can hardly be blamed. There siderabl e drama, especially on Hairy Phyl & Yuile Jack & Jan Archer | Nita & Pepp! 
six male assistants offer a few is such a similarity in presentation | “Sorrento” when throbs in the ee at 2 Sane oo Freddy Martin Ore Ye Little Club 
French melodies with marked sen- | style and beat and melody (?) of | best tradition of a  star-crossed | Rosinas Georges Ulmer ON aaa — a 
sitivity. Alan Cole is a capable | the numbers that the color of the| operatic lover. It’s more than Lorne Lesley Irene Hiida June Christy Roger Nichols 
baritone whose vocalizing accom-| jackets is about the only clue to|!enough to unite his audience “aa” Seal te tmnecs LAS VEGAS 
panies the “My Photograph Book” | who's who in r&r quints and four- | however mixed. Bruce Forsyth lonica Roc d ; 
stage busine somes. Assembly-line runoff of If Hollywood isn’t so much in 34 Miller Pierre Bel . Ee Desert inn mice Brontior 

Impressive in her first start as! acts—group, single, group. single, | the market, television and the reg- Tino Vaidi "MANCHESTER oe Poca ite isang, hoc 
a professional is Rita Lauria. This | ete., with little or no build to! ulation clubs are obvious show- | Kendor Bros Hippodrome van Diahann Carroll 
coloratura was booked after her! climax or variety—doesn’t do!cases for Roman os (Se. . entle ag jack Rote ao 
appearance on the Ted Mack ; much to break the monotony, nor | ss CHISWICK enacheer anes Jules Buffano Little Red & Marcy 
amateur program on television and | does the all-male lineup, with nary | 4 ; Empire Richards & Yolanda Art Johnson a _ Layne 
scored well in the big house. Her | a femme chirp | BUD & TRAVIS eas Serres — So oe ee 1 oie ee 
turn was limited to two brief | There are, however, a couple of | Songs, Guitar Mausae weele Hill & Billie Dunes Jackie & Roy 
songs, “Come Back to Sorrento” | highlights in the 70 minutes of | 17 Mins. = Francois & Zandra MORECAMBE — s at ae oetere 
and “Dark Eyes”—any strenuous | jumps and wails. The vocals of Joe | Village Gate, N.Y Ad L Ward | | ,Winter Gardens |. Minsky's nl A no 
exercise would be too tough for @| Medlin are clearly above the| Coming east with @ rep of hav- Griff Kendall Flack & Lamar Janik & Arnaut Ray Stnaira Ore 
newcomer, what with the four ap- | routine. His relaxed style and ing play ed several night spots in Marcies Reg Dixon Victos Julien os omy Denes Des 
pearances a day at the Hall—but| wide, accurate range lend nicely| the L.A. area, this sinart combo waeey Souiee aos taney Jamal Twins Marlene Dietrich 
the impact of this crystal-clear, | tg the standard, “I Cried for You.”| should find the N.Y. climate very Empire Wilson Keppel Gillian Grey ’ 
unerring voice makes it apparent| “Bobby Day, a Coast entry, belis| healthy. They were big favorites Larry go ar ae Coneer 
that Miss Lauria is on her way tO | out two as-usual r&r wailings, but | here, and have the necessary verve | Archie, McCulloch | El Granadas, | arya Lincro 
more pro assignments. —— | tops the coupling with a subtle and | and material to make good in any Charlie Sim Empire Sogn nn re 
ally, hers 1S BO AB act ° — | effective parody. Starting straight,! number of Manhattan rooms and | }immy Nairn ae ee elt oe ~~ Se 
annie will a” ee pole he slowly builds the takeoff to a theatres. At a small intime spot, pipe Baad. Des 0’Connor |Dubonnet Trio tyler Gilman 
cae Alay asinine | shambles finish. Audience aware-| these two boys should clean up. FINSBURY PARK | Miki & Griff | Eddie Bush Texas Copa Girls 

Maria Neglia provides a fitting | MeSS builds with him, winding a Although both are American platters Donegan’s Skiffle Gr {Si Rencho Veore Showpoat 
violin workout and for comedy |i" the deserved top hand of the jads, they favor Mexician tunes § & R Russell re ee i Mannie ice aa 
effect there’s the Trio Marelli, two night. ~~" and ballads with high success Dick Rice Orc johnny Cash 
bovs and a girl. whose ballet and Of the groups, the Cadillacs However, it’s the perfect harmon- tte {Flemmnge | Merle Travis : 
acro-type dance shenanigans pro- | S€em to have the edge in polish. jzing plus expert guitar manipulat- C ba Bill Marie McDonald: wi 
vide a chuckle | The Heartbeats and Fiestas would jng that make the act jell. These a ret US Larry Adler Sally Rand 

t's all topped off with a “spec- | Probably improve with strong lead | two boys are so much in the groove de eg p mpi me ag 
tacular” having to do with Ameri- } pro ay — i ee —— Vv ith that they make some of today’s “ ee in eel * 

-an Indians praying for rain. which | Painful regularity. Or perhaps the | rock ‘n’ roll combos sound like be- | Jack Catheart Ore (Toni & Harry Wham 
— my with ne See Frazier as | audio setup in this Harlem vaud-! cinners, They have a nice habit of NEW YORK CITY fot yamont Hote | Red Marshall 
soloist, the ballet trouve and then | ery makes it hard for a group to} adlibbing an explanation or pia ana : gems: Bees leeks Blleves 8 «1 Gea, Meteeen Ore 
the entire company. There’s lots | hear each other. When Bo Diddley description of their coming num- Dorothy Loucon | Dorothy Shay | Joe Sante 4 __ Stardust 
of production in this number and | added his wide-open guitar amp- pers. ey | Ray Gert Cee. ey — So 
it makes a good climax. Gene, | lifier to the electronic din, the| acide from their Mexican folk- Randy Sparks In Boboli | Harry Ranch Kim Sis 
—————— | house literally vibrated. songs, they use a Hawaiian song | Jimmy Lyon 3 | Liz Williams |Lee & Faye May- Thunderbird 
| Baby Cortez closed out the show ° 5+ er ee cine “me pee rt Howard | Dick Hankinson }  mard : ; Dale Robertson 
ee . which develops into a fast swing Latin Querter Sons of Gold’n Wst Lenny Kent 
North Pier. Blackpool = his million platter, “Happy | june. An old Irish ballad is done | Kave pellad | pudds Hackett Hacienda Dunhills 
Blacknool, Eng., May 26. rgan.” } a a “ “mn # Comes Marching Bertice Readi Z | Wells & Four ays F pur Tunes Samara 

Bernard Delfont presentation,| Reuben Phillips’ orch boom- oo e Reson: ee ee Little, Dane & | Dick yl peer al mtorry ae 
with Charlie Drake, Edmund Hock-| chicka-booms adequately behind sround. It scores heavily. “Maria” ag | Jo Lombardi Ore | Nevada Club Jayne Mansfield 
ridge, Doreen Hume, Three Mon-| the acts and opens with a solid  cnned ae Gale ee t re- Jimmie Daniels B Harlowe Ore | Zig Adame , Mickes Hat rgitay 
archs, The Mudlarks, Evers & Toni,| jumper in the Basie style just to cording “and thes do it up solidly Chateau Madrid mate pare _ | ae [en a - — 
Sheila Holt & To 7) Sa 12 Show | prove they can do it. 2 ry eet — 1 “ores ite ie Hannah Ahroni Howard Beder | The Mark IV Flying DePauls 
; ; Sloop John B” is a humorous) giiph Font ore isola: Snow | Mildtones “triangle ae al 
Time Lovelics iaurnett Orch; offering which they say sounds | Panchito Ore | eeatt Donnie | Felix Ramirez Tria | D Williams Singers 
produced by En aa Main; Maur- like a calypso but is not really one. | Candi Cortez | Jack Kelly | Leo Wolf & Joe Big ace 
ice Fournier, ad associate. New Acts Their last ‘number, also . in the “ia” | sui ys | are ian anaes Ore i 

Charlie Drake, only five feet ee ee Benen soe ee North He Reng a 

2 -ebed.. s - ligt petite er . “er a mericane } Giovannis 

one inch small, with thinniag red- | | show, but ordinarily could be for- | Rom Stewart a | icy Sener Luis Varona Ore 
dish hair le Sagas — _ LEON BIBB | gotten. Vear. Paxen Ore Savoy Hilton \Lee Martin Orc Duke Jenkins Ore. 
covery Via t e has been slog- 7s Ste Den |} Tommy Purcell Ore > ad 
ging it for some years through | With John Star  ——— | Lenny — | Mia F.. ey | Lou Ro i Revue tom pe 
vaude, and is now acclaimed as a | S0nss “Downstairs Room | Ned Harvey Ore | Elissa Jayne te 
national star, thanks to some clever , 19 Mins. | Me ro +: eat Demi Dozen Sicari Ore | Gali Gali no ti 
tv spotlighting and series. Drake | village Gate, N.Y. gr Eobel Robins mn” | Fed Kivitt a ae 
emerdesc ¢ " ¢ s : ' e . “ dy ler Miles eliard 
eed aun cheukit a ane oll This Negro spiritual and folk- Somme Continued from pase | Ss fo Fletcher ey | Christine Nixy Ore Don Casino : 
sympathy of outfronters at head | song balladeer does so well here | ctation’s action in shunting off his Seerge Bet bE tym — | Ruth Wallis. Bianco 

of this summer lavort on Black-| that he gives every indication of | son in the tv series rt ee tas = alt og I. pniver Cit Fausto Curbelo Ore 
pool's famed “ Pier. , {having been around. But not in Fagan, emcee of the afternoon Ronny Graham | Vivien Varel “Deauville Eddie Schaffer 

* aT S *< > Nhe " — . ° . t J . io 

mm ps gag A ee VaRIETY'’s New Acts file. This Buffalo show for W 4 years, said Robert Downey Ernest Schoen Ore nek oe _— resaie< a Ore 
nl abe | . _|the incident was the first of its | Harold Fonville Village Barn Diplomat Murray Franklin's 
hardly seen behind them and get-| engagement should lead to many|) +o 40+ claimed that when the Hotel Astor | Larry McMahan POR oom Gaaceue aces 
ting tangled up in an apache dance. nitery dates and other bookings Negro was seen d: ancing with a | Hele! Resceve? |iou Moscont a eg 

>» al cores 2 ‘ ‘ ’ . = uc > ) a) Z 
with tall Michael ‘Henry ‘as foil.” | Because Leon Bibb obviously has | white girl the calls of angry view- | G8 jrmpyde, Ore | Belle Carroll | Flip’ Bhiuips & | Dick Haviland 

Edmund Hockridge, tall Cana-| Many of the talents that won ac- | ers swamped the station's ‘switch- Lisa Kirk Lou Harold Ore Mal Malkin Orc Ire petted 
dian singer, further establishes his | claim for Harry Belafonte. board and the colored youth had | Ted Straeter Ore | |, Village Gate rine ae ue <-00Es 
reputation in U.K. via some strong| Bibb not only has a well-trained t®9 be dismissed. The Johnston |“ Hotel Pierre | Bud & Travis a anita aaes 
singing, notably in soliloauy from|.. ee nent parents were watching the tv pro- | Felix Knight Village Vanguard | RENO 
“Carousel.” He exits to solid mitt- | Vice but his range and ability to gram at the time in Toronto. Mrs. | ba1"y, Pousias ee ae Harrah’s Club instrumentalists 
ing. Hockridge is joined in pro- | control varied tones is an addi-| yy Banks, mother of the white | Joseph Ricardel Ore| Waldorf-Astoria oe a. oe MMelidey 
duction numbers by Doreen Hume, | tional asset. He switches from one | girl, said that “it: was an unfortu- Alaa aan oe ——— 2 ll | ~ Ranch Girls | Steere Steen 
femme chirper with no lack Of | type song to another with ease and | nate incident” that her daughter | Vincent Lopez Ore | Geia Babai Ore | ee ee cat =F 
vocal talent. The song spots are aplomb. He kicks off with “Timber, | was Very upset and that other than | Don Baker woke 
strongest part of layout | P ‘= ait de dae ee a ae 2 Ge eet 3° ” CHICAGO Lawrence & Wilson Riverside 

Three Monarchs add pace with | Timber,” and then goes into a/ that, I have no hing 0 say ; | “Warold’s Club a see ame 
some merry. instrumentalism and lullaby ballad, I Wish I Was ay} Stanley Gizzle, president, Sleep- P _ black Orchid | Thes & Jen | Wiere Bros. Délia Quadri a 
comedy. Trio play harmonicas and | Little Swallow.” “Let My Troubles | ing Car Porters Union, said the | (eoree Dewitt hon eo Kingping 24 Fitswatrick Ore 
make Cedric, bearded member of | Pass Me By” is a wordier effort | matter would be taken up with the | Joe Parnello (3) ic Cole Aapes : Golden 
act, butt of their comedy. The | With many mild nuances. union membership and a protest mm  « Johnny Pate 3 Merri Ellen & Co: Billy Ward 


Mudlarks, two males and a femme, Bibb’s unusual Tennessee tune, |! made to the Buffalo station. ] Vi Velasco | Red Skelton Esquires 'Tom Russell Trio 
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19 B’WAY HITS DURING °58-'59 





1958-09 Broadway Shows 


Key to parenthetical designations: (Ci Comedy, (D) Drama, (CD) 
Comedy-Drama, (MC) Musical Comedy, (MD) Musical Drama, ‘R) Re- 
vue, (O) Opera, (Rep) Repertory, (Mul) Multiple-Bill, (Rev) Revival, 
(Ad) Adaptation, (Imp) Import, (Solo) Solo Show, (Ret) Return En- 
gagement, (FL) Foreign Language. Unless otherwise indicated, shows 


are first-presentations on Broadway. Asterisk indicates the show is 
continuing beyond this week, into next season. 
HITS 
(13) 
Flower Drum Song (MD) (Ad) * 
J. B. (D) * 
La Plume de Ma Tante (R) (Imp) * 
Majority of One (C) * 
Marriage-Go-Round (C) * 
Once More, with Feeling (C) * 


Party with Betty Comden and Adolph Green 
Raisin in the Sun (D)* 
Shakespeare’s Ages of Man (Solo) (Imp) 


R) ‘See Note) 


Sweet Bird of Youth (D) * 
Tall Story ‘(C) (Ad) 
Touch of the Poet (D) * 


World of Suzie Wong ‘D) (Ad) * 
STATUS NOT YET DETERMINED 
(7) 
Destry Rides Again (MC) (Ad) * 
Flower Drum Song (MD) (Ad) * 
Gazebo ‘(C) (Ad) * 
Gypsy (MC) (Ad) * 
Make a Million ‘C) * 
Rashomon ‘(D) (Ad) * 
Redhead (MC) * 
FAILURES 
(30) 
Cold Wind and the Warm (CD) (Ad) 
Comes a Day ‘(D) 


D) 

D) 

(Ad) 
C) 


Cue for Passion 

Desert Incident 

Disenchanted ‘(D) 
Drink to Me Only 
Edwin Booth ‘(D 
Epitaph for George Dillon 

First Impressions (MC) ‘(Ad 
Girls in 509 ‘C) 

God and Kate Murphy 
MC 
Fire 


D) (Imp) (See Note) 


D) ‘Imp) 
Goldilocks 
li ndiul of 
Howie ‘C 


D 


Ad) 

D) .Ad) 
egend of Lizzie (‘D 
ok After Lulu ‘C) 
lan in the Dog Suit 
Maria Golovin ‘O 
Masquerade (CD) ‘See Note) 


Ad) 
Ad) 
C) (Ad) 






Nervous Set (MC) (Ad 
Night Circus ‘D) 

Patate (C) (Imp) 

Requiem for a Nun (D) (Ad) 


Rivalry ‘(D) 
Shadow of a Gunman 
Third Best Sport (C) 
Triple Play (Mult) 
Whoop-Up (MC 


D) (Rev) 


Ad) 
MISCELLANEOUS 
(City Center, Limited Engagements, etc., not rated) 
6) 


Auntie Mame (C) (Ad) 
Lute Song (MD) (Rev) 
Most Happy Fella (MD) 
Old Vic (Rep) (Imp) 
Say, Darling (MC) (Ad) (Rev) 
Theatre National Populaire (Rep) (Imp) (FL) 
CLOSED DURING TRYOUT TOUR 
(9) 


(Ret) (‘See Note) 


Rev) 


At the Grand (MD) (Ad) 

Crazy October ‘C) 

Enrico ‘D) (Imp) 

Gay Felons ‘C) 

Listen to the Mocking Bird ‘C) 

Not in the Book ‘C) (Imp) 

Poker Game ‘C) 

Starward Ark ‘(D) 

Swim fn the Sea ‘(D) 
LAST SEASON’S UNRATED SHOWS, 

Hits 


SINCE CLARIFIED 


Jamaica (MC) 
Sunrise at Campobello ‘D) 
Failures 
7) 
D 
D) (Ad) 
MC) ‘Ad) 


Blue Denim 
Jane Eyre 
Oh, Captain 


Say, Darling (MC) (Ad) 
Time Remembered ‘C) (Imp) 
Visit ‘D) (Imp) 
Who Was That Lady I Saw You With? (C) 
HOLDOVER HITS STILL RUNNING 
(With indicated season produced) 
(4) 
Music Man (MC) (1957-58) 
My Fair Lady (MC) (Ad) (1956-57) 
Iwo for the Seesaw (CD) (1957-58) 
West Side Story (MD) (1957-58) 


“Party with Betty Comden and Adolph Green,” originally presented 
off-Droadway for special Monday night performances and subsequeni- 
ht to Broadway, interrupted its regular run for the collabora- 
t ars to fulfill a Hollywood scripting commitment. 

“Ppitaph fer Geerge Dillon,” a failure in its initial production, was 
pul on again by a different management as a separately-financed ven- 
ture. also a failure. It is figured as a single show, however 

“Auntie Mame,” brought back to Broadway a? a repeat offering, was 
aciually a different management's touring presentation, with separate 
capitalization, a different physical production and a different star 
(Sylvia Sidney). 

“Masquerade” had a preliminary tryout tour under the title, “Love- 
ly Star, Good Night.” 

“Say, Darling,” presented at the City Center, was a different pres- 
entation, not a moveover of last season's original Broadway produc- 
tion ( 





FIGURE 91 FLOPS 
AYOUT FOLDS 


By HOBE MORRISON 


The Broadway season of 1958-59, 
ending officially next Saturday 


30), has generaWy been above re- | 


cent average. Although there have 


been, by common consent, few | 
shows of genuine artistic distinc- 
tion, there have been plenty of 


financial successes. 

Due primarily to the steady in- 
crease in boxoffice prices, the to- 
tal gross has already 


due until next week. The number 
of productions (see breakdown in 
adioining tabulations) topped 1957- 
58, but was about on a par with 
the average of recent seasons. 
There have been 13 hits thus far 
(including only productions that 
have actually recovered their in- 


vestments), with six others fig- 
ured likely. There have been 30 
definite failures, counting the 


double production of “Epitaph for 
George Dillon” as a single entry, 
plus at least one almost certain 
additional flop running beyond this 
week. 

The financial tabulations 
not, of course, include non-com- 
mercial presentations (such as the 
N. Y. City Center) or special limit- 
ed-run items (such as the Theatre 
National Populaire, from Paris, and 

(Continued on page 72) 


Equity May End 
League Contract 


The existing contract between 
Actors Equity and the League of 
N. Y. Theatres may be abrogated. 
The union threatens such action 
over the League's refusal to ar- 
bitrate retirement demands. Equity 
contends the present agreement re- 


quires arbitration of differences if | 


negotiations have not been con- 
cluded by next Sunday (31). 
Equity, in referring to the ar- 
bitration clause in the contract, has 
reminded the League “that a 
breach of any portion of the agree- 


ment by one party entitles the 
other to cancel and rescind the 
agreement without liability.” The 


present Equity-League pact covers 
a three-year period ending May 
31, 1960. 

Under the terms of the contract, 
Equity had the right to reopen 
benefit negotiations with the 
League and in line with that sub- 
mitted proposals last March. Rep- 
resentatives of the two organiza- 
tions met to discuss the matter 
April 13, and the League refused to 
negotiate, on the ground that a 
pension plan was beyond the scope 
of the contractual provision for the 
reopening of benefit negotiations 
That's also the reason for the 
League's refusal to arbitrate. 

Equity, on the contrary, claims 
the reopening clause specifically 
states that discussions “need not 
be limited” to the present area of 
benefits relating to i*2 welfare of 
its members. The retirement plan 
was presented to the League as 
part of Equity’s demands for in- 
creased hospital and medical bene- 
plus a term life insurance 
proposal. 


’ 


fits 
ills, 


City Center Had $16,987 
Deficit on ’58-’59 Season 


The N. Y. City Center ended its 
1958-59 season with a net deficit of 
$16.987. That reduced the working 
capital on hand to $69,890. The 
operating costs for the season, in- 
cluding the presentation ‘of City 
Center productions on three other 
continents, were $2,677.026. Re- 
ceipts fell $566,445 below that 
figure. 

However, grants and contribu- 
tions from individuals totaled 
$549,458. The financial situation 
was reported last Thursday (21) by 
chairman Newbold Morris at the 
16th annual meeting of the board 
of directors. 


set a new} 
record, with the final figures not | 


do | 





| 


Expect Reunion of 





Positive Identification 
Was on, May 26 

When “Sunrise at Compo- 

bello” opens an engagement 

June 1 at the National Theatre, 


hing 


| Washington, the house will be 

| filled with many old friends 
of the iate President Roosevelt, 
the central character of. the 

| Dore Schary drama. Two of 

| his sons, Rep. James Roose- 
velt (D-Cal.) and Elliott Roose- 
velt will attend, but Mrs. El- 
eanor Roosevelt will not be 
present. 


“Mother has seen the play 
five times,” Rep. Roosevelt has 
told friends, “and it always 
{| breaks her up.” 





FDR Admirers 


At Sunrise’ Opening in Washington 


By LIZ CARPENTER 
Washington, May 26 
FDR's old “Box K" at the Na- 
tional Theatre will be dramatically 


vacant, but spotlighted, next Mon- 
day night (1) when “Sunrise at 
Campobello” opens for its five- 
week run in Washington, with 
Ralph Bellamy and most of the 
original Broadway cast. The Dore 
Schary play deals with the late 
President's career before he be- 
came Governor of New York 

The Washington opening may 


provide the most sentimental re- 
union yet for the group of Demo- 
crats who knew FDR intimately, a 
|few during the sunrise, but many 
more in the high noon and twilight 
of his 12 years in the White House. 
| They include names like Grace 





On Circus Press 


The 
Agents 


Assn. of Theatrical Press 
& Managers has halted 
William Fields’ activities as gen- 
eral press representative for the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus. A recent ruling by 





i ° -* 

|} the union’s board of governors 
orchi Fields, who's also pub- 
| licist for the Playwrights Co. and 
icist for the Playwrmghts Co. anc 
other legit managements, from 


| promoting the circus on its pres- 
ent tour 

The edict is apparently based on 
Fields not having a road contract 
with the circus, which, in accord- 
ance with ATPAM requirements 
has two advance men for its tour 


Fields, who's been general p.a. for 
the circus for several years, as- 
sisted in the out-of-town promo- 
tion of the show in the past 
That is ‘now forbidden, however 

The limitation imposed on Tields 
by the board of governors has 
caused speculation as to whether 
the ruling wiil be extended to 
legit, especially in the case of a 
Broadway and road company 
operation where the New Yo?k- 
based p.a. frequently assists in 
exploiting the touring presenta- 
tion. There's also some question 
over the unions meve against 
general press representatives with- 


out any similar 
managers. 


action on general 


SET CAROL CHANNING 


Chicago, 
Carol Channing, who tomorrow 
Wed.) up an engagement 
in the Palmer House Empire Room 
is virtually set to star in a Broad- 
way revue next fall t's been 
scripted by Charles Gaynor, who 
wrote “Lend an Ear" and is re- 
sponsible for several! of Miss Chan- 
ning’s_onitery sket« Oliver 
Smith will produce, design 
the scenery. 
The plan is to tryout 
on the road and open 
York early in 1960 


May 26 


wind 
winds 


hes 


and 


the 
in 


show 


it New 


Strawhatter Lee Falk 
Ends 13 Years in Hub 





3oston, May 26 
After 13 years, four theatres 
and 300 productions, Lee Falk has 
called it quits at the New Eng- 
land Mutual Hall for h‘s Boston 
Summer Theatre. Here last week 
to dispose of stage effecis, he said 
hat he plans to produce only in 
New York 
Falk explained that his stock 
venture was hit by the newspape 
strike in Boston two seasons ago 
with off - Broadway productions 
and last season had skimpy pick 
ings with star package shows. He 


disclosed that he is writing a play 


and added that he is too busy with 
his *Mandrake” comic strip and 
cther activities, to continue straw- 


hat operations in Boston 

Falk's exit leayes the city with- 
out a sirawhat operation in the 
downtown area for the first time 


in many years. 


FOR GAYNOR MUSICAL 


Tully ‘who came from Albany with 
the “Governor” to be his private 
secretary until his death ).Katherine 
“Casey” Blackburn ‘who was on 
he platform that memorable night 
of June 26, 1924, when he delivered 
the “Happy Warrior” speech which 
ends the play); Thomas “Tommy 
the Cork” Corcoran (who was half 
of the Corcoran-Cohen brain trust 
team); Lela Stiles (longtime sec- 
retary to FDR's friend and politi- 
cal mentor, Louis Howe); Jim 
Rowe (one of the President's six 
anonymous assistants): Louise 


Hackmeister§ ‘chief: switchboard 
operator from the. 1932 campaign 
through White House days). and 


Mrs. Mary Eben ‘a secretary way 
back when Roosevelt was vice- 
president of The Fidelity & 


Deposit Co. of Baltimore 

They will be among the audience 
at the opening nighi, which has 
been taken over for a benefit per- 


formance by the Democratic Cen- 
tral Committee of the District of 
Columbia. Also present will be at 


least two of the Roosevelt children, 
Rep. James Rooseve!t (D-Caltf.) 
and Eliiott Roosevelt. Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt will not be here 
The impending opening here has 
already stirred many memories 
(Continued on page 72) 


Schary Readying ‘Tree,’ 
May Stage ‘Prosecutor,’ 
Will Make ‘Sunrise’ Pic 


Dore Schary has a busy fall and 
Avinter schedule. Rehearsals of his 
play, “The Highest Tree which 
he’s staging and co-producing with 
the Theatre Guild, will start Sept. 


8. The drama is slated to open a 
uryout tour Oct. 5 in Philadelphia 
and have its Broadway preein 
Nov. 2 

The author - director - producer 
may also stage “The Prosecutor,” 


another co-production venture with 
the Guild. The play by Ronald 
Alexander and N.Y. Judge Bernard 


Botein is planned for Broadway 
next December. Besides the legit 
activity, Schary will also produce 


and direct his own film version of 
his play, “Sunrise at Campobello.” 


The picture, which he’s making 
under a contract with Warner 
Bros., will siart sheooting next 
March. Ralph Bellamy, star of the 


original Broadway production. is 


still undecided about repeating his 


role of Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
in the film 

Schary is currently on the Coast, 
where he expects to remain until 
mid-July. While there he'll undergo 
minor surgery for a back injury 
suffered recently in a fall in his 
New York home. He's also waiting 


for the birth of 
chiid, due early 


his second grand- 
n June 


Bolshoi in New York 
Grossed $1,300,000 


Washington, May 
Bolshoi Ballet's York 
and Garden run 
$1,300,000, Sol Hurok stated 
Thursday (14) while in 
attend the dancers’ single 
ingion performance 
Washington's one-highter grossed 
more than $37.000, alltime high 
figure here. Tickets for the Capito] 
Theatre's 3.426 seats were scaled 
at $15, $9, $7 and $4.50. 


26 
Met 
about 
here 
town to 


Wash- 


A 
vow 


gross will 
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Show on Broadway 


Gypsy 
David Merrick & Leland Hayward pres- 
entation of two-act musical comedy; book, 


Arthur  Laurents music, Jule Styne; 
lyrics, Stephen Sondheim; based on the | 
Gypsy Rose Lee book, “Gypsy: A 
Memoir.” General staging and choreog- | 
raphy erome Robbins; settings and 
lighting, Jo Mielziner: costumes, Raoul 
er du Bois; musical conductor, Milton 
i wehestrations, Sid Ramin ' 


44 “ 
tober 


and }I t Ginzler; dance music arrange- 
ments ohn Kander vdditional dance 
music, Betty Walberg: hair styles, Ernest 
Adler. Siars E.:he! Merman; features Jack 
Klueman, Sandra Church, Lane Bradbury, 
Maria Karnilova. Paul Wallace, Mort 
Marshall. Opened fay 21, °59, at the 
Broedwev Theatre. N.Y.; $8.60 top week- 
nights, $9.40 Friday-Saturday nights and 
opening 

Uncle cko Mort Marshall 
Geor Willy Sumner 
Arnold John Borden 
Balloon Giri Jody Lane 
Bobyv Louise Karen Moore 
Baby June TIoceueline Mayro 
Rose Etnel Merman 
Pop Erv Harmon 
Newsboys Bob Brownell, Gene Castle, 


Steve Curry, Billy Harris 


Weber Joe Silver 
Herbie Jack Klugman 
Louise Sandra Church 
June Lene Bradbury 
Tulsa Paul Wallace 
Yonkers David Winters 
Angie Tan Tucker 
L Michael Parks 
Krineelein Loney Lewis 


Mr. Goldstone Mort Marshall 
Farm Roys Marvin Arnold, Ricky Coll, 
Den Emmons. Michael Parks, Ian 
Tucker. Paul Wallace, David Winters 


Pesy Murray 
Marilyn Cooper, 


Miss “ratchitt 
Hollywood Blondes 
P 





there are periodic changes of scen- 
ery and costume, but the matern- 
ally-authored hokum routine re- 
mains about the same, with Baby 
mains about the same, with “Baby’ 
finale. 

These show-within-a-show num- 
bers are staged with uncanny sa- 
tirical skill by choreographer Rob- 
bins, but although they have evid- 
jently been drastically cut during 
the tryout tour, they still tend to 
be repetitious and, perhaps by no 
coincidence, the sort of thing that 
hastened the end of vaudeville 
There are two other standout dance 
numbers, however, one a stunning 
solo bit by Paul Wallace, deftly 
worked into the story pattern, and 
the other a hilarious succession of 
“gimmick” stripping turns by 
Maria Karnilova, Faith Dane and 
Chotzi Foley. 

With the elopement of June to 
escape serfdom and_ perpetual 


“Baby” billing, the mother's star- | 


making fixation centers on the 
reluctant Louise, who is presently 
forced into a career as a stripper 
and consequent eminence as a top- 
salaried Minsky headliner and 
celebrity. Sandra Church is a real 
find in this role, not only in the 
teenage sequences but also as the 


sv Bruder, Marilyn d’Honau, | ; . ar 
Merle Letowt. Joan Patiag, tmelds | adult, aware and confident star 
de Martin 7 | who puts mama in her place at last 
Pastey i aRichard Porter She gets by nicely in the tawdry 

ssie t a t 8 
sie Tura arapaith Dane | finery of the Minsky montage (but 
Loney Lewls reportedly wears a bit more than 

otzi Foley | . our, ) 

u pkathryn Albertson. Gloria | Curing lg several ahoves 
risty, Denise’ McLaglen. Barbara| Miss Merman has several above 
L incon rheda on n, Carroll Jo j average songs, notably “Some 
aid ee es Riven reepe,. “Small World” and 
Phil ‘ Joe Silver | “You'll Never Get Away from Me,” 
ougeron-Cochor yveorse ima | plus a superior hit in “Together 
Cow Willy Sumner, Georve Zima | <,,.” — - ‘gla : Sah 
Musieol mbers: “May Wa Entertain | Wherever We Go (ith Miss 
+ a sme People.” Fp tage “Small; Church and Jack Klugman), and 
OMe Goltetane  T Bate yen “Fittic |tWO powerhouses in “Everything's 
Lamb.” Dainty June and Her Farm Bovs.|Coming Up Roses,” the rousing 


“You'll Never Get Awey From Me,” “Tf 
Momm. Was “Tarrie4.” “All I Need Is 
the Girl." “Evervthing’s Comine Un 





Roses.” “Maaome 


“Together Wherever Wa Go.” “You! 
Gotta Hove mmick ” “Let Me Enter- 
tain You,” “Rose's Turn.” 


and by coincidence it opened on 
Broadway lest week concurrertly 
with the publication of another 


bock of similar subject matter, the 





authoress’- actress-sister June | 
Havoc’ autobiographical “Early | 
Havoc." Miss Merman plays the 
dominant cheracter of the two 
books, tl sisters’ late mother, a 
stage mama clearly able and will- 
ing to out-connive, out-yell and 
outfight any member of the breed. 

Apparently the show retains the 
reality and the vividness of Miss 
Lee’s book, following the career of 
the demonic mother and her two 
daughters, the rather quiet, humor- 
ous Louise and the more intense, 
talented “Baby” June. But al- 
though there is an undeniable 
quality of “truth” in the musical, 


Rose's Toreadcrahles.” | 


first-act finale, and “Rose’s Turn,” 
the spectacular closer. Although 
the last number stampeded first- 
nighters, it may have less appeal 
|with subsequent audiences, who 
could conceivably be repelled by 
its brassy, assertive vulgarity. 

| Besides Miss Church, there are 
notable supporting performances 
by Klugman as mama’s devoted 
suitor and the daughters’ selfless 
j}agent, Larne Bradbury as the un- 
|happy and_ ultimately fugitive 
| June; Karen Moore and Jacqueline 
|Mayro as the two daughters as 
moppets, Mort Marshall doubling 
|as a vaude manager and circuit 
| booker, Loney Lewis as a victim- 
lized hotel manager and Richard 
| Porter as a burlesque stage man- 
ager. 

Robbin who is 
choreographer and only moder- 
ately krown as a director, has 
staged show with all-around 
skili, while Jo Mielziner has de- 
signed brilliantly expressive scen- 


It's the same old story—Ethel 
Merman is greater than ever. Al- 
though “Gypsy” has a different 
flavor than anything else she has 
done, it’s still a Merman show and, 
thanks to the musical comedy 
champ of her era, it’s a hit. 

“Gypsy” is the musical version 
of Gypsy Rose Lee’s book about 
her mother, “Gypsy: A Memoir,” 


noted as a 


Ss, 


ery and lighting, and Raoul Pene 
du Bos has provided costumes 


that admirably reflect the chang- 
ing foriunes of the principal char- 
| acters. 

“Gypsy” is an emphatic credit to 
| original authoress Gypsy Rose Lee, 
to librettist Laurents, composer 
Styne ard lyricist Sondheim. It 
should be a substantial hit, possi 
bly a smash, for producers David 


hot 


Hal 


iis backstage subject matter, the) Merrick and Leland Hayward 
shabby surroundings and sordid) But it's unquestionably — Ethel 
nature of the story are not at-| yerman’s show. ” Hobe. 
tractive, and the hard, ruthless et ae 
and lacably possessive central 
character may limit the show's Chi L aoa 0 cg t 
eiar sence Chi Lyric Opera Sets 

As adapted by Arthur Lavrents, | 3 F | f C I] 

™ . . j ” 

with m by Jule Styne, lyrics by rencnamen for i a 
Stephen Sondheim and staging and Chicavo, May 26 
choreography by Jereme Robbins, Chi’s Lyrie Qeora Ge. h 2 rane ned 
“Gypsy” ikes no compromises, | ate are ty — Pos thaw : 


and Miss Merman is equally real- 


istic in her portrayal of a har- 
ridan who would have unhesitat- 
ingly clawed the eves out of anyone 
who got between her daughters | 
and a spotlight 

The part gives the star ample 
of the sort of breezy comedy she 
plays with such easy skill, as well 
as a genuine, dimensional charac- 
ter which she acts with asionish- 





ing conviction and a touch of poig- | 


nance also provides her with 
at least five songs with which 
she ignites the theatre. For a 


star who has been the epitome of 
a Broadway era, the show is a 
triumph 

Since 


it's a backstage yarn, all | 
the i 


action occurs in and around | 
theatres and theatrical hotels, and | 
since the period is the declining | 
days of vaudeville, the atmosphere | 
is dingy and depressing. Most of 
the story involves the early, des- 
perate years of scheming and | 
scrambling for bookings and bill- | 
ing, and of hand-to-mouth exist- 
ence. 

The opening scene is an ama- 
teur audition in a Seattle vaude 
house, with mama bulldozing and 
finally blackmailing the manager 
into booking her daughters’ primi- 
tive song-and-dance act. There- 


after, the troupe is successively en- 
larged with shanghaied boys, and 








three French artis s to make their 
U.S. debuts next fall. George Pre- 
tre, youthful maestro of the Paris 
Opera-Comiave, has been engaged 
to conduct the Lyric production of 
“Thais,” the Massenet work in 
which Leon yne Price will play the 
title role. 

| Baritone Michel Roux wiil ap- 
;pear in “Thais” and “The Flying 
| Dutchman,” and bass-baritone Ern- 
est Blane wiil do Escamillo in the 





season opener, “Carmen.” Both are 


With the Paris Opera. 


Joe Cook Memorial 


Evansville, Ind., May 26. 

The idea of some New York 
friends of the late Joe Cook, 
to put a memorial plaque. on 
his foster parents’ home here, 
is late by near 30 years. Such 
a plaque went up in 193i. Ac- 
tually, the home has since 
yielded to a hospital, but the 
plate remains in corner of the 





| yard 
It was the suggestion and 
design of Karl Kae Knecht, 
| as the editorial cartoonist of 
| Evansville Courier. Knecht is 
| still on the job, now in his 


53rd year. 


Wash. Area Will Have 4 
| Strawhats This Summer; 
| Plus Touring ‘Sunrise’ 


Washington, May 26 

| With Washington's summer thea- 
|tre appetite weil established, the 
menu is being doubled in the hot 
months ahead. 

Instead of two showplaces open- 
ing in the area in June, there'll be 
|four. Newcomers are a tent, the 
Rosecroft Music Circus in Oxon 
Hill, Md., six miles away, and the 
Candlelight Playhouse. an in-the- 
round downtown experiment where 
customers will sit at tables and 
sip drinks during performances. 
| Back again will be two standbys, 





r 


1 
s 


|Olney Theatre in nearby Olney, 
Md., run by Catholic Univ. alumni 
as Players, Inc., and Irvin and 
Isreal’s outdoor Carter Barron 
Amphiteatre. 

This lineup will offer varied 
theatrical fare. The Rosecroft tent 


on the grounds of a harness-rac- 
ing track) has booked eight musi- 
cals with Broadwa: records 
Candlelight, in the heart of 
the mainstem where it can 
draw tourists, will do both musi- 
cals and straight plays in an arena 
Olney, strawhat in setting and 
| proscenium in layout, will open 
with “Say, Darling’ and turn to 
non-musicals for the remainder of 
the summer. Variety shows with 
big-name headliners are the fare 
| for Carter Barron Amphitheatre 
All four will open the fourth 

; week in June. The Feld brothers’ 
Carter Barron is first, June 22 
with a week, of Ella Fitzgerald 
the period of July 20-Aug. 2 the 
only remaining empty time. Miss 
Fitzgerald is to be followed by 
Washington Ballet with Maria 
Tallchief, Andre Eglevsky and 
Frederic Franklin, June 29-July 3 
Also, opera singers Robert Mer- 
rill, Jan Peerce and Kurt Baum 
July 6-11; J Mathis, Amhad 





- 
I 





ohnny 
vOonnny 





Jamal and Dakota Staton, July 13- 
19; Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, 
Aug. 3-9; Harry Belafonte, Aug 
10-23; Jerry Lewis, Aug. 24-30, and 
Fabulous Fabian and Duane Eddy, 
Sept. 1-7. 







| Both Rosecroft > Circus and 











Olney Theatre@will *n June 23 
John Schaefer, of Baltimore, is 
€ e ena in 
S Terrell 
anvasti at Lam- 
and Neptune, With 
{ ale 3.89-$ and in- 
uding a 6 P.M. twilight Saturda 
yverformance at $3 top), the tent 
ill seat 1,925. Rosecroft wiil also 
yperate a pre-show hot and cold 
buffet and. cocktail lounge, with 
drinks served at intermission. Nine 
theatre parties are already sold 
Package shows are being booked 
which, generally speaking, will 
also play Lambertville and Nep- 
tune, plus Rye Beach, N.Y., and 
Brandywine, Del., tents. “‘DuBarry 
Was a Lady.” starring Bert Lahr, 
will open Rosecroft, June 23-29, 
followed by “Jamaica,” June 30- 
July 13; “Merry Widow,” July 14- 
20; and “Show Boat,” July 21-Aug 


3. Although not yet programmed 
for exact dates, the period, Aug. 4- 


Sept. 14, are pencilled for “Pajama 
Game,” “Ziegfeld Follies” starring 
Bert Wheeler, “Brigadoon” and 
“Li'l Abner.” 

Olney Theatre, run by Catholic 
| (Continued on page 75) 




















1954-55 


TOTAL SHOWS 63 
Plays a 42 
New 34 
Revivals 8 
Adaptations 13 
Imports 9 
Forcign Language 0 
Return Shows 0 
Musicals 19 
New 14 
Fevivals 5 
Adaptations 7 
Imports pn 1 
Return Shows > 0 
Miscellaneous ........... 2 


B'way Production Breakdown 


1955-56 1956-57 1957-58 1958-59 
56 62 56 57 
43 47 41 42 
34 37 37 38 

i) 10 4 2 
8 13 11 11 
14 8 12 6 
1 1 0 1 
0 0 1 2 
12 , 15 15 15 
8 10 11 12 
4 5 5 3 
3 5 3 7 
2 1 0 1 
0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 


| 


| 


} 


B'way Production Record 
1899-1959 








New New 
Season Plays Musicals Revivals Total 
1899-1900 63 14 10 87 
1900-1901 50 26 20 96 
1901-1902 49 21 20 90 
1902-1903 55 27 16 98 
1903-1904 68 30 20 118 
1904-1905 63 29 35 127 
1905-1906 62 32 17 111 
1906-1907 67 34 28 129 
907-1908 57 37 16 110 
1908-1909 77 33 8 118 
1909-1910 95 36 13 144 
1910-:911 80 34 17 131 
1911-1912 85 39 16 140 
1912-1913 98 36 28 162 
1913-1914 74 37 17 128 
1914-1915 92 24 17 133 
1915-1916 70 26 19 115 
1916-1917 85 2a 16 126 
1917-1918 100 38 18 156 
1918-1919 104 32 13 149 
1919-1920 99 43 2 144 
1920-1921 94 51 5 152 
1921-1922 142 37 15 194 
1923 125 41 8 174 
| 1923-1924 130 41 15 186 
1924-1925 162 46 20 228 
1925-1926 178 48 29 255 
1926-1927 188 49 26 263 
1927-1928 183 53 28 264 
1928-1929 162 43 20 225 
1929-1930 164 35 3 233 
1930-1951 130 29 28 18 
1931-1932 146 27 34 207 
1932-1933 124 27 23 17 
1933-1934 124 15 12 151 
1934-1935 123 19 7 1“9 
1935-1936 108 14 13 135 
1936-1937 94 11 13 118 
| 1937-1938 82 16 13 1'l 
1938-1939 68 18 i2 98 
1959-1940 62 18 11 91 
1940-1941 4 14 6 69 
1941-1942 58 16 9 83 
1942-1943 47 18 15 £0 
1943-1944 59 19 19 97 
1944-1945 62 19 il 92 
1945-1946 48 16 12 76 
1946-1947 48 14 17 79 
1947-1948 44 12 20 76 
1948-1949 43 18 q 70 
1949-1950 28 17 12 57 
19590-1951 46 14 21 81 
1951-1952 44 9 19 72 
1952-1953 34 11 9 54 
1953-1954 42 9 8 59 
1954-1955 34 16 13 63 
1955-1956 35 8 13 56 
1956-1957 37 10 15 62 
1957-1958 37 11 8 56 
1958-1959 38 12 7 57 
+ 
a --—q 


a 


| ured likely 
415,000, plus $895,000 on the tryout | 





‘Sunrise’ to Play Wash., 
Lay Off, Reopen in Chi 
The Broadway company of “Sun- 

rise at Campobello,” which begins 

a road tour next Monday (1) at the 

National Theatre, Washington, will 








lay off most of the summer. The 
Ralph Bellamy starrer ill play 
five or six weeks in the Capitol and 
then vacation until mid-September, 
reopening in Chicago, with San 
Francisco and Los Angeles follow- 
ing. 
19 B’way Hits 

aa Continued from page 71 2a 
the Old Vic, of London, both im- 
ported by S. Hurok). Otherwise 
the estimated total investment l 
all productions was $7,325,000 
cluding $895,000 loss on nine try- 


out flops. 














—=m Continued from page 71 =o 


which these relatives, friends and 
associates cherish. “Both FDR and 
Louis Howe had a great feeling for 
the theatrical,”’ Miss Tully recalls, 
“Louis frequently wrote skits to 
ride the boss on his birthday, or 


for gatherings of the cufflinks 
club, the group that traveled with 
him in the 1920 Vice-Presidential 


campaign.” 

The greatest theatre-lover of all 
Presidents, Roosevelt frequently 
attended plays at the National even 
though the difficulty of entering 

his wheelchair required moving 
the Presidential box from the right 
to the left side of the stage. “I saw 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ when 
Walter Huston played it and told 
the boss that I knew he would 
enioy it,”” Miss Tully recalls. “The 
next night he got up a theatre party 


The estima production cost of and afterward brought the cast 
the 13 established hits totaled $1,-| back to the White House.” One of 
505,000, and the return to date has | the last plays he saw was Spencer 
been about $2.200,000, or a net | Tracy in “The Rugged Path.” 
profit of $695,000 thus far. On a The White House was often filled 
blue-sky basis, it’s figured these | with theatrical people during most 
productions should earn some-,of the Roosevelt administration, 


where about $1,590,000 more. 


The six probable additional hits 
invoived a total investment ol 
about $1,510,000, and they have 


thus far earned back around $940,- 
000 Blue-skying again, their po- 
tential earnings are figured about 
$1,575,000 more. Thus, the ulti- 
mate profit on the 19 prospective 
hits may total $3,730,000. 

The loss on the 31 flops is fig- 
to come to about $3,- 
folds, for deficit of 
$4,310,000. 
loss on the 1958-59 season may run 
to only around $580,000. That’s 
more or less average over recent 
years. 

From an investor's point of view, 
of course, the picture is consider- 


an aggregate 


ably more bearish. On most pro- | 


ductions, the profits are split even- 
ly between management and back- 
ers (in a few cases the backers get 
a reduced split, say 40%), thus the 
payoff from the hits must be di- 
vided by two in figuring the final 
balance for investors. 


On that basis, the net | 


Miss Tully recalls one day when 
Carole Lombard and Clark Gable 
were visitors. “Where do you think 
he received them?” she asks. and 
answers, “in the doctor's office. 
That's where he was at the time, 
and he had them brought right 
over.” 

At the annual Roosevelt birthday 
parties Jan. 30 to raise funds for 
infantile paralysis, Washington was 
always filled with many film and 
stage stars who came first to the 
White House for a lengthy lunch- 
eon. 

“I think President Roosevelt 
loved show business and show peo- 
ple because he was part of it,” a 
friend comments. “He was really 
the greatest actor of our time.” 
| A five-month pre-Broadway tour 
|of “A Mighty Man is He,” com- 
mencing Sept. 24 in Santa Barbara, 
Cal., is planned by Edward Joy 
and Diana Green, who contemplate 
a Feb. 11 Broadway opening for 
|}the Arthur Kober-Gtorge Oppen- 
heimer comedy, which will star 
Nancy Kelly. 
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‘MILKING CENSORSHIP’ 


When Luben Vichey. head of 
te stand up and fight the N.Y. 


National Artists Corp., refused 
City Commissioner of Licenses 


on the honest issue of censorship affecting “Les Ballets Afri- 
cains” he chose safety and caution. On a balance of the legal 


costs and chances, he probably 


after he elected to exploit the brassiere 
he succumbed to a type of pressagentry which went out 


ingly, 


felt justified. But when there- 
“issue” coyly and leer- 


with Earl Carroll’s bathtub queen stunts in the 1920s. 





But something more was involved. In fighting its incessant 


enemy, 
self with dignity and sincerity. 
road tour of 
profession. 


The company has now returned to France, 
lingers is whether it will be remembered for 
WNiuuw Was high, or its American publicity strategy, 
The point of view of Vichey and his publicity 
Bill Doll and Samuel J. Friedman, is stated with remark- 


The question wt’ 
its artistry, 
which was not. 
veam, 


able candor in a mimeograph handout just released, 
by-line. It speaks of credit belonging to ‘ 


latter's 


the censorship problem” and it 


the mayors of 38 cities asking the bare-chested question, 


censorship; honest entertainment needs to present it- 


The campaign adopted for the 


“Les Ballets Africains” was likely to cheapen the 
It may have done so. 


ts tour a success. 


under the 
the milking of 
refers to Vichey’s telegrams to 
“then 


booking the show without any attention to their answers.” 





Silent at the test, 
York, Vichey’s 


battle was not, 


declining battle when challenged in New 
subsequent exploitation of his own flight from 
of itself, either dignified or sincere-seeming. 


As a dis-service to the entertainment world’s war against cen- 


sorship it is to be regretted. 








— 





Defense of ‘Africains’ Ballyhoo 








ANTA Chapter Elects 


Des Moines, May 26. 
Mrs. Robt. Leibold has been 
elected president of the Des Moines 
chapter of the American National 
Theatre & Academy. Mrs. 
Caswell was named vice-president, 
Mrs. Robert Burns, secretary, and 
Mrs. Larry McKeever, treasurer. 
ANTA board members, in addi- 
tion to the officers, include Irvin 











Herewith, partly excerpted, is 
the statement of S. J. Friedman, of 
Doll-Friedman, which handles the 
Luben Vichey tour publicity for 
“Les Balleis Africains.” It states 
flatly that “good dancing alone 
could not account for the fantastic 


grosses.”’) 

“A two week New York engage- 
ment turned into six weeks of SRO 
business. An originally scheduled 
eight weeks in this country became 
a 16-week triumphal tour. While 
all ballets companies except two 
of the three Russian groups lost 
fortunes touring the country this 
past year, the singers, dancers and 
musicans from the heart of the Af 
rican jungle grossed more than 

“All thru this country and Can 
ada “Les Ballets Africians” were | 
greeted with critical kudos ranging | 


from the New York Times’ John 
Martin calling it “a wonderful } 
show” to the Washington D. C. 
News’ Tom Donelly stating “ ‘Les 
Ballets Africians’ at the National 
is, precisely as advertised, and ex- 


citing, uninhibited electrifying, ri- 
otously exotic entertainment.” But 
good dancing alone could not ac- 
count for the fantastic grosses. 

“Some credit the milking of the 
censorship problem for its financial 
success. Though peaceful Philadel- 
phia and banning Boston thought 
nothing of the nudity, New York 
City’s License Commssioner, with- 
out even having seen the ballet, 
ordered the girls covered after 
their second performance. 

“The resultant publicity, which | 
found the ballets’ girls, under Lu- 
ben Vichey’s direction, even going 
to the United Nations, made the 
attractions a good box office bet. 

“Mr. Vichey cueeried Mayors in 
38 cities about the prospects of the 
girls dancing as they danced in Af- 
rica and then booked the show 
without any attention to their an- 
swers. Censors were baited, when 
necessary; cajoled, when possible; 
and blasted as a last resort. What- 
ever the tactics, the resultant front 
page publicity, even when the girls 
had to be covered, proved a box 
office bonanza. 

“In Montreal two female police | 
officers, more pulchritudenous | 
than any of the girls in the show, | 
insisted the girls be covered be- | 
fore the curtain went up. In Toron- | 
to strict censorship prevailed. In| 
Detroit the opening night perform- 
ance was followed by four pages of 
single spaced demands from the 
censor. In Cleveland the censor 
went backstage before the second 
act opening night and insisted the 
girls be covered. In Chicago a po- 
lice lieutenant, Edward O'Malley, 
lost his job as censor and was or- 
dered to a neighborhood post, be- 
cause he proved more reasonable 
than any censor in the country. 
O'Malley told Vichey we would 
cover the show opening night with 
two dance experts and if it were as 
ethnic and folklorish as Vichey 
claimed, he would allow the danc- 
ers to appear as they appeared in 
Africa. O'Malley's boss, Police Com- 








missioner O'Connor, was so furious, 
he countermanded the reasonable 


attitude and sent him to the sticks. 
Pittsburgh and Washington proved 
civilized and allowed the ballet to 
be presented as Vichey wanted to 
present it. 

“Strangely though since the pub- 
licity helped the box office, that in 
two of the cities where the girls 
danced sans brassiers, the grosses 
were lowest with Pittsburgh gross- 
ing only $18,345 for the week and 
Philadelphia an anemic $19,893 

“The biggest week the ballet had 
was its second week in New York 
when $41,486 was taken in at the 
Martin Beck Theatre. 

“Vichey will bring company back 
to U. S. in January, opening the 
tour in San Francisco, working 
South and then East. Grosses of 


| this seasons tour were: 








Philadelphia... . . «$19,893 

I ink ase. ¥0-06. ~<a 

New York...... ‘ 36,872 

4 41,486 

EEO kwbsweh “cnn 24.683 

27.455 

23.970 

31,128 

eee .38.821 

Toronto a ae 33,213 

OO ee 

Cleveland...... s 18,469 

RAID <6 Saw mnme oe 2 -24.295 
28.517 | 

Pittsburgh coe eas 18,345 

Washington ... . -40,000 





Viella Rubber, Ackerman 
Readying Barn Tourers 


Violla Rubber and Flovd Acker- 
man will be represented on the 
strawhat circuit this summer by 
four or more packages. They’re 
sending out Virginia Mayo and 
Michael O'Shea in “Tunnel of 
Love,” Pat O’Brien in “The Loud 
Red Patrick,” Joan Bennett and 
Donald Cook in “Anniversary 
Waltz’ and Joe E, Brown in “Har- 
vey.” 


Miss Bennett and Cook may play | 


several weeks in “Once More, With 
Feeling” and Brown is available to 
play “Father of the Bride.” and 
Marie Wilson is due to tour in a 
play to be selected. Also. Acker- 
man will be associated with pro- 
ducer Bruce Becker in presenting | 
Margaret Truman in a limited tour | 
of “The Happy Time.” 





George Schaefer Sets 
Staff for Production 


George Schaefer, who's been 
active in legit and television pri- 
marily as a director, has set the 
staff for his new organization, 
Compass Productions, Inc. The 
outfit, located in New York, will 
be involved in legit, tv and film 
production. Schaefers immediate 
assignment is to produce and di- 
rect six 90-minute dramas for 
NBC-TV’s Hallmark Hall of Fame. 

The Compass staff includes Rob- 
ert Hartung, associaie producer; 
Gordon R. Wynne Jr., coordinator 
and story editor; Mrs. John H. 
Frank, production associate; Ed- 
ward Sullivan, vice president, and 
Sybil Trubin, executive assistant 
in charge of casting. 


| White, Mrs. Robert Pickard, Donn 
| Baker, Mrs. Warren Winslow and 
Robert Hoak. 


Triple Play’ A 
4)G Casualty 


| The backers of “Triple Play,” 
which folded at an_ estimated 
$40,000 loss after five weeks on 
Broadway, were to have shared 
in only 38!2° of the profits on 
the production. An equal percent- 








| Man ... 


Shows Abroad 


Orpheus Descendin 
London, May 15. 


Stage Co. presentation. of three- 

ay scenes) creme by Tennessee 
Staged by Tony Richardson; 

Wins oy Sainthill. Opened May 14, 
*59, 1 = Royal Court Theatre, London; 


Dolly , ie 
Beulah Binnings 
Pee Wee Binnings 


. Diana Beaumont 
. Mavis Villiers 
Larry Taylor 





Dog Hamma ........ Ivor Salter 
Carol Cutrere oe Diane Cilento | 
Eva Temple ......... Catherine Wilmer 


Uncle Pleasant . John Harrison 
Val Xavier 
Vee Talbot 
Lady Torrance 
Jabe Torrance 
Sheriff Talbot .. 
Woman 
David Cutrere ..... 
Nurse Porter ..... 
Clown .. 


. Bee Duffell 
Isa Miranda 
Fred Johnson 
Robert Cawdron 
. Maria Britneva 
. David Airey 
Bessie Love 

.. Michael Seaver 
. Richard Wilding 








For all the rewriting Tennessee 


| Williams accorded “Battle of An- 


age was to have gone to the man- | 


agement and the balance was to | 


have been split 20% to costar 
Hume Cronyn and 3% to the Roy- | 
al Poinciana Playhouse, Palm, 
Beach, Fla. 


Cronyn's profit-sharing deai was 
the result of his having trans- 
ferred to the management all of 
his contractual rights to the plays 
involved in the production, as well 
as various physical properties and 
costumes used by him in his straw- 
hat presentation of the one-acters 
last summer. The 20° compensa- 


original 
in 


gels” since its abortive 
presentation in Boston 
“Orpheus Descending” still bears 
the stamp of immaturity. The play 
can generously be regarded as a 
sketchbook for later and more elo- 
quent works. 


May Hallait | 


. Gary Cockrell | 


1940, | 


Without such reference, how- | 
ever, it’s not a very cogent and 
loosely integrated probing into as- | 


}pects of idealism versus realities, 


ilove and hate, 


tion also was in lieu of his fore- | 


going any royalty 
ments as director 

The Royal Poinciana’s involve- 
ment was in connection with the 


or other pay- 


show launching its pre-Broadway 
tryout at the stock house last 
March. The deal provided for the 


theatre to construct all sets and 


innocence and cor- 


ruption and more, including in- 
evitably everyone's basic loneli- 
ness. “Orpheus” had a run of 


couple of months on Broadway in 
1957, but it’s unlikely to have even 
that modest success in London, noi 
only because of the doubtful im- 
pact of the play itself, but also on 
account of the presentation. 

The drama is directed at a fu- 
nereal pace, possibly because of the 


| linguistic limitations of Isa Miran- 


to turn over such sets to the Broad- | 


way production at no cost to the 
production. 

The program of one-acters was 
produced by the Theatre Guild 
and Dore Schary. 
ized at $50,000, with provision for 
20° overcall. The Guild and 
Schary were also in for a cut of 
the backer’s share of the profits 
in return for Guild executive Law- 


It was capital- | 


rence Langner guaranteeing $11,- | 


500 in bonds. There's a possibility 
that the production 
the fall as a subscription offering. 

Cronyn’s costar in the presen- 
tation, which closed May 16, was 
his wife, Jessica Tandy. 











Concert Review 











W incke™ ond “ernstein 
“ADVENTURES IN 
PIANO MUSIC” 

(Town Hall, N. Y.) 








There are few 
| citing than the rousing of a child’s 
interest in music. In recent years 
notably via the efforts of Leonard 
Bernstein and Thomas Scherman, 
the methods of doing this have re- 
ceived a good deal of attention. 
And now comes Paul Winchell, his 
puppet Jerry Mahoney, and pianist 
Seymour Bernstein to demonstrate 
convincingly that learning about 
music “can he fun.” 

At Town Hell last Saturday (23) 
they were presented by youthful 
impresario, Jay K. Hoffman, in a 
fun session called “Adventures in 
Piano Music.” There was no ques- 
tion that the smallfry audience had 
itself a grand old time and that it 
went awav both entertained and 
enriched. Winchell and Bernstein 
made a fire team and the formula 
| certainly had novelty. 
| Winchell and Jerry engaged in 
|amusing banter which cleverly re- 
| flected the young audience’s own 
and inevitably mixed feelings 
about “longhair” music. But as 
Winchell exvlained and narrated, 
cleverly mixing laughs and infor- 
mation, Jerry somehow became 
more interested and avpreciative, 
providing the kind of identification 
youngsters can understand. 

Bernstein is an accomplished 
pianist and he never “played 
down,” even in the simnvlest pieces. 
Scearlatti’s Sonata in C major, the 
Mozart variations on a French 
theme, Schumann's Scenes of 
Childhood. Gershwin, Chopin, Bar- 
tok and Villa-Lobos—they were all 
integrated in a provram designed 
to impress the children with the 
range of the piano, its capacity for 
expression and its vast reservoir 
of sound. 

Perhavs the show was a little 
long, and in the second half the 
exchanges between Jerry and 


Knucklehead were forced. Perhaps, 
too, the attempt to pitch the pres- 
entation at ton wide an age range 
was over-ambitious. ift. 





| 


things more ex-| 


| Di ilento’s 
may tour in | Diane Cc 


dominant role of 
runs a drygoods 
hus- 


da, cast in the 
the women who 
store in the south while her 
band is sickroom-caged 
and who takes an itinerant guitar 
plaver as lover. The actress speaks 
in a broken English at a rate she 
seems unable to vary, so that text- 
ual longwindedness sometimes be- 
comes almost insunportable. This 
omits the freauent 
comprehensibility. 
As the catalyst to the action, 
the wanderer who is corrupted by 
the woman and who, when about 
to leave, turns back and is mur- 
dered by the mob after the preg- 
nant wife has heen shot by her 
dying husband, Gary Cockrell gives 
a sound, well-studied performance 
vnusual appear- 
stvle fit admirably the 
local belle intent on 
while in a lengthy 
of 


ance and 
role of the 
self-destruction. 
cast the contributions 


‘a! 


upstairs | 


question of | 
| only in the pri 


Villiers as one of the vossips. Fred | 


Johnson as the sick hushand and 


Robert Cawéron as the vindictive | 


sheriff stand out. Erni. 


Marigold 
Edinburgh, May 12. 


Stephen Mitchell, in association with 
Murray Macdonz!d and John Stevens 
presentation of two-ect musical drama 
book and lyrics, Alan Melville: music, 
Charles Zwar; based on pley by F. R 
Pryor and L. Alien wo Staging, Mur- 
ray Macdonald; mucical staging. Malcolm 
Goddard; settines, Hutchins. ym Scott; cos- 
tumes, Bernard Nevill Stars Sophie 
Stewart, Jean Kent, Sally Smith, Jeremy 
Brett. Opened Mav 11. ‘59. at King’s 
Theatre, Edinburgh; $1.20 top. 

Sarita Dunlop Madeleine Christie 
Valencia Dunlop Faith Stevenson 
Beenie Betty 
Mrs. Pringle ‘ Sophie Stewart 
Peter Gloag Stephen Hancock 
Marigold Sally Smith 
Archie Forsyth Jeremy Brett | 
James Payton William Dickie | 





Mme. Marly Jean Kent 
Maj. Sellar Trevor Reid 
| Mordan Aubrey Morris | 
Capt. Lumsden Trevor Griffiths 





Lt. Townsend John Morley 

This is the sentimental Scottish 
play of 1927 brought up to date as 
a musical, 
tior., 
from current times, it has interest, 
a colorful, pleasing show. The prin- 
cipal weakness is a lack of mem- 
orable tunes. 

The appeal may be fairly local. 
with frequent references to re- 
gional spots in southeast Scotland. 
When caught at King’s Theatre, 


Edinburgh, it had obvious draw 
with resident patrons. 
“Marigold” ran a total of 753 


performances in its original form, 
and was one of the U.K. theatre 
successes between the wars. Sophie 
Stewart, now cast as the aunt, 
played the title role over 1,000 
times in the early 1930s and in the 
1936 revival, and toured in the 
play through Canada and the U.S. 

This version has been adapted 
by Alan Melville, with pretty- 
pretty lyrics and a book with inti- 
mate knowledge of Edinburgh and 
its citizens at time of the 1842 set- 
ting. The cast is entirely compe- 
tent, with main interest centered 
on teenage newcomer, Sally Smith, 
in the title part. She is appealing 
as an actress, and captures all the 
wonder of a village child to whom 
the big city and a visit by the 
Queen Victoria are events of a life- 
time. 

Miss Stewart is almost perfect as 


As an offbeat produc- | 
with setting completely aloof | 


| wisdom, excitement 


| bound to lose i‘s \ 


Henderson | 


| 





s | >< car nr 
Mavis | the resu:t is acon! 


the gentle Scot aunt, keeping to 
the rules as the minister's wife. 
Jeremy Brett makes a handsome 
military partner of Miss Smith. 
William Dickie, an operatic singer, 
captures the pompousness of the 
local suitor. Jean Kent is suitable 
as the French actress-mother. 

In supporting roles, Stephen 
Hancock provides a subtle study 
of a nervous divinity student who 
isn't against joining in a sprightly 
polka, and Madeleine Christie and 
Edith Stevenson are good as 
maiden sister aunts. Aubrey Morris 
commands aitention as a batman, 
and Betty Henderson is convinciag 
as a Scot maidservant. 

The Hutchinson Scott settings 
have a gay tartan-and-Scotch hue, 
and Highland reel dances provide 
pleasant interludes. Murray Mac- 
donald directs with right mixture 
of zest and last-century gentility. 
Given injection of catchy tunes, the 
production would loom as a much 
safer ‘London prospect. Gord, 


7 -s 
Ulysses in Ni¢httown 
London, May 22. 
Arts Theatre Club (in association with 
Furndel Productions) presentation of two- 
act drama, adapted by Marjorie Barken- 
lin from novel by James Joyce. Staging, 
Burgess Meredith: decer, Bernard Dayde, 


Stars Alan Badel, Zero Mostel, Belita, 
Valerie Bettis. Opened May 21, °59, at 
the Arts Theatre Club, London; $1.75 top. 
Narrator \llan McClelland 
Buck Mulligan Carroll O'Connor 


Stephen Dedaius 
Coachman 

Martin Cunninghain 
Leopold Bloom 
Simon Dedalus 
Blazes Boylan 
Corny Kelleher 


Alan Badel 
Donald Conlon 
Robert Bernal 
Zero Mostel 

Br an O'Higgins 
*addy Stone 
Patrick Connor 


Children Silvia Francis, Pat Roots 
Crone Pau'ine Pianagen 
Bandy Child Myra de Groot 
Virago Jill Melford 
Mrs. Breen Sally Travers 


Belita 


Mrs. Thornton Vabezie Bettis 


It was a bold, but probably mis- 
taken venture on the part of the 
Arts Theatre Club to import James 
Joyce’s “U'ysses In Nighttown” 
from New York. Obviously not in 
line for a benevolent ned from the 
Lord Chamberlain, it can be shown 
vacy of this theatre 
club. Even there it is a connois- 
seur’s piece and connot bring the 
company much maierial gain. 

Apparenily it is 
transfer evcn a soct 


impossible to 
ion of Joyce's 


book successfully to the stage, 
Despite all the ingenuity of adaptor 
Marjorie Barkentin, the imagina- 
tive, skilled direction of Burgess 
Meredith and Cistinctive lighting, 
Joyce’s poetry is largely lost and 





‘atod charade, 
vous, sprawling 
mes an uneasy 
and eroticism, 
, Naivety and 
and boredom. 
cience is almost 

y, particularly 
in “Ye second sianva, and finish up 
battered and numbed by the flood 
of undisciplined rheioric, and em- 
barrassed by the biasphemy and 
pornography. 

Nevertheless, there is much that 
is rewarding in the fevered fantasy 
set in a sleazy Dulin slum around 
lthe turn of the ceniury. Even 
though Joyce's father-son search 
theme gets bogved down by come 
plexity, the st:<ing and acting com- 
mand admiretion. With the limited 
resources of the small theatre, 
Meredith h2s done a remarkable 
job of direction, The events go at 
a slick pace against an economie 
but effective decor by Bernard 
Dayde. Valerie Bett’s is responsible 
for stage movement and led by 
Paddy Stone, one of Britain's 
standout dancers and _ choreog- 
rephers, some of the scenes have a 
Stimulating ballet effect. 

Meredith has controlled his cast 
in what seems an impossible tasw. 
According to the program there are 
72 parts, including the narrator 
(though some may have got lost in 
the turmoil), handled by 17 people 
with ingenious versatility. Despite 
its many irritating drawbacks, 
“Ulysses” is a rich theatricai ex- 
perience largely because of the 
performance of Zero Mostel. 

Last seen in Lendon as a miming 
cemedian in an act at the London 
Palladium, Mostel gives a rare and 
absorbing performance as the ab- 
ject Bloom, at once uplifted, de- 
graded, dejected, cuckolded and 
humiliated. With subtle observa- 
tion Mostel blends very funny com- 
edy with faded dignity and sheer 
poignance and his playing is one of 
the events of the theatrical year, 

In the brothel scene Belita leads 
an array of assorted harlots with 
spirited and licentious abandon, 
Pauline Flanagan, among her many 
roles, is particularly effective as 
Bloom's lush, unfaithful wife. Alan 
Badel plays young Dedalus with 
appropriate gloom, and Valerie 
Bettis is fine as the strident, evil 


(Continued on page 75) 
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CASTING NEWS 


Following are available parts in upcoming Broadway, off-Broad. | 
way touring, films, industrial and television shows. All information has | 
been obtained directly by the Variety Casting Department by tele- 
phone calls, and has been rechecked as of noon yesterday (Tues.).| 

The available roles will be repeated weekly until filled, and addi-| 
tions to the list will be made only when information is secured from 
responsible parties. The intention is to service performers with leads | 
provided by the managements of the shows involved rather than to 
run a lengthy list of blind items. This information is published with- 
out charge. 

In addition to the available parts listed, the tabulation includes pro- 
ductions announced for later this season, but, for which, the manage- 
ments, as yet, aren't holding open casting calls. Parenthetical designa- 
tions are as follows: (C) Comedy, (D) Drama, (MC) Musical Comedy, 





| season; using star packages. 


Usually books stars only from N.Y. PAWLING, N.Y. 

office; agents or packagers with Starlight Theatre. Producer, 

available boxoffice names contact | Isobel Rose Jones. Casting through 

Ackerman at the above address| Warren Hein, c/o Stage & Arena 

and phone. Guild of America (above). Pro- 
Edgewater Beach Playhouse. | ducer also accepting photo and re- 

Producer, Noel Behn, c/o Cherry|sume at the theatre, Route 22, 

Lane Theatre, 38 Commerce St.,| Pawling, N. Y. 

N.Y. Opens June 22 for 1i-week ROSECROFT, MD. 


. Send |, Music Circus. Producer, St. John 
photo and resume to producer. | Terrell. Same casting setup as for 


CONCORDVILLE, PS. | Brandywine Music Circus, Con- 
Brandywine Music Circus, Pro-| cordyille, Pa. (see above). 
ducer, St. John Terrell. Mail photo | RYE, N.Y. 
and resume to Howard Hoyt, c °| Rye Music Theatre. Producer, 


Ingalls & Hoyt Agency, 160 


46th St., N.Y. Holds regular weekly | Phil Moloney. Casting representa 


tive. Howard Hoyt, c/o Ingalls 
Hoyt, 160 W. 46th St., N.Y. Mail 
| photo and resume to casting repre- 
| sentitive. 

SKANEATELES, N. Y. 


auditions. See also: Lambertville, 
N.J.; Neptune, N.J.; Rosecroft, 
Md.; ‘see below). 

CORNING, N. Y. 


(MD) Musical Drama, (Rep) Repertory, (DR) Dramatic Reading. 

















| 7 Legit 


BROADWAY 

“Beautiful Dreamer” (C). Pro- 
ducer, George Cayley, 507 Fifth 
Ave., N.Y. director, Eddie 
Bracken. Available parts: middle- 
aged femme _ writer, mannish; 
middle-aged male writer, hypo- 
critical, menacing; character wom- 
an, birdwatcher; State Trooper; 
leading man, writer, 30's, male 
composer, 18-20; femme lead 
early 20's, carnival dancer with 
artistic aspirations; male, husky 
Italian painter, early 20's; male, 
middleaged caretaker; elderly 
character man; sculptress, eariy 
20's Greenwich Villager. Send 
photo and resume to producers by 
mail only. 

“Connecticut 








Summer” (MC). 


Producer David Merrick, 246 W. 
44th St N. Y.:; choreographer, 
Onna White Casting director, 


Eduard Fuller. Casting all parts 
for the musical version of the Eu- 
gene O'Neill comedy; singing ex- 


perience required. Send photo and ; 


casting director, c/o 
mail only. 


resume to 
producer, by 


“Flower Drum Song” (MC). Pro-' 


ducers, Richi:rd Rodgers, Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d & Joseph Fields. 
Male and femme dancers-singers- 
actors ‘of Oriental appearance for 
the contemplated touring and Eng- 
lish companies. Mail photo and 
resume to Eddie Blum, c/o Rodgers 
& Hammerstein, 488 Madison Ave. 
“Happy Town” (MC). Produc- 
ers, B & M Productions; director, 
Allan A. Buckhantz; choreographer, 
Lee Scott: production assistant, 
Jeanette Kamins; musical director, 
Samuel Krachmalnick. Farts avail- 
able (singing required); mgle, 50's, 
charactor comedy lead; nfale, 25, 
comedian, lean, slender; femme, 
19-23, attractive blonde, soprano; 
male, 25-30, baritone; femme, 19-23, 
commedienne, aitrective, chest so- 
prano voice; femme, 19-23, so- 
prano voice; five singer-actors who 
play band instruments; male and 
femme characters, varying in age 
and type to double in parts. Send 
photo and resume, do not phone 
or visit in person. Mail to Happy 
Town Company, 140 W. 58th St., 
¥. Y., suite 7D. Open call for male 
singers June 1, at 10 a.m.-l p.m. 
June 2, femme singers 10 a.m.- 
1 p.m.; femme dancers, 2-6 p.m.; 
June 4, male dancers, 10 am.- 
4p.m. Auditions at the 54th Street 
Theatre, 152 W. 54th St., N. Y. 
Final Open calls June 8-9. 
“Sound of Music” (MD). Produc- 
ers, Rodgers & Hammerstein, in 
partnership with Leland Hayward 
Richard Halliday. Children 
with trained voices submit photo 
and resume to Eddie Blum, c/o 
producers. 488 Madison Ave., N. Y. 





All other parts through ‘agents 
only. 

OFF-BROADWAY 
“Hunger That Crosses the 


Bridge Between” (CD) Producers, 
Dramarena Productions; director, 
David Sawn, 174 W. 89th St., N. Y. 
Parts Available (all male): 18, 
gawky country boy; 53, hardbitten, 
mine-worker; 25, corpsman, hand- 
some, esthetic, intense; 25, blonde, 
rugged, authoritative; 40, former 
English professor; 27, cocky, bel- 
ligerant, red-headed, short; 22, 
muscular New Yorker; 30, quiet, 
lonely photographer; 26, southern, 
cook, girl-crazy, lazy; about 30, 
short, intelligent, alert. Mail photo 
and resume to director. Plan late 
fall opening. 

“Once Upen a Mattress” (MC). 
Producers, T. Edward Hambleton 
& Norris Houghton. Call for 
Equity femme singers and dancers 
for replacements, June 2 at 5 p.m. 
at stagedoor of Phoenix Theatre, 


189 Second Ave., N.Y. Paying 
Broadway minimum. 

Phoenix Theatre, 189 Second 
Ave., N.Y. Producer, T. Edward 


Hambleton; stage director, Stuart 
‘aughan. Accepting photo and re- 
sume of new applicants for resi- 
dent acting company. Those quati- 
fying on the basis of background 


> 


and experience should have short 
audition material from Shakes- 
peare, period comedy and modern 
prose drama. Mail to director. 
“Shakuntala” (D). Pilgrim Pro-| 
duction, 242 W. 56th St., N.Y. Pro-| 
ducer, Patricia Newhall; associate 
producer, Krishnakant Shah; pro- | 
ducer-director, Lee Morgan. Di- 
rector will consider photo and re- 
sume by mail or left at the office. 
| 


STOCK 





N.Y. Theatre Co. Casting contact, | 
Jean Leslie, 27 E, 38th St., N.Y.| 
'Holding interviews Tuesdays 
through Fridays at 4-7 p.m. Cast- 
ing about 75 performers for eight 
different companies, to perform at 
| 50 resort hotels for a 10-week sea- 
ison. Also looking for directors and 
apprentices; casting all parts for | 
musical-comedy, “Silk Stockings.” | 
Mail application, photo and resume 
to above address. 

Stage & Arena Guild of America, 
(SAGA, Inc.), 140 W. 55th St., N.Y. 
Accepting photo and resumes for 
packages and summer theatres af- 
filliated with SAGA. Seeking 
Equity jobbers, resident compa- | 
inies, technicians and apprentices. | 
|The Affiliates are: Show Shop, 
Canton, Conn.; Scottish Rite 
Theatre, Harrisburg, Pa.; Starlight 
Theatre, Pawling, NY.; Gateway 
Playhouse, Somers Point, N.J. (see 
individual cities below). Casting 
through Warren Hein, c/o SAGA. 


TOURING PACKAGES 
“Boy Friend” (MC) Producer, 
Gus Schirmer, 16 W. 55th St., N.Y., 
CI 6-5542. Casting Director, For- 
rest Carter. Mail photo and resume 
to the above address, or contact 
casting director. Eight to 10-week 
season in proscenium and tent. 











| 
THEATRES 
ALLENTOWN, PA. 

Guthsville Playhouse, P. O. Box 
1125; Producer-director, John 
Cameron. Equity, non-Equity | 
players and apprentices sought for 
i8-week season; mail photo and res- 
Jame to producer, c/o_ theatre. 
BELLPORT, N. Y. 
Gateway Playhouse. Producer, 
H. C. Pomeran; director, David 
Sheldon. (Equity and non-Equity) 
Equity actors to be experienced 
teachers of acting, speech, dance, 
or music. Non-Equity musical tal- 
ent will be auditioned in April. 
Mail photo and resume to the play- | 
house for possible interviews. Ap- | 


prentice applicants should state | 


age. 
BLAUVELT, N.Y. 

Rockland County Playhouse; 
producer, Alwin Leber. Mail photo | 
and resume to the theatre, 474) 
Greenbush Road, Blauvelt, N.Y. 
Casting to start in May. 

BRADDOCK HEIGHTS, MD. | 

Mountain Theatre. Producer, | 
William O. Brining; director, Roy | 
Franklyn. Accepting photo and re- | 
sume for full Equity company, also | 
considering applications for ap- 
prentices and technical crew. Ma‘l 
to producer c/o Talent Showcase, | 
Inc., 4545 Connecticut Ave., Wash- | 
ington 8, D. C. 

BRUNSWICK, ME. 

Brunswick Summer Playhouse. | 
| Producer, Victoria Crandall, 162 
|W. 54th’ St., N.Y. Will consider 
| photo and resume applications 
from property man and six boys 
and six girl apprentices. Mail to | 
producer. 

CANTON, CONN. 

Show Shop. Producer, Robert 
U. Andrews. Same casting setup 
as for Stage & Arena Guild of | 
America (see above). | 

CAPE MAY, N.J. 

Cape May Playhouse. Produc- 
ers, Thomas White & Reid Perry, 
159 E. 49th St., N.Y.C. Accepting | 
photo and resume of stock credits, | 
by mail only. 

CEDAR GROVE, N. J. 

Dailey’s Meadowbrook (Music 
Theatre-in-the-Round Restaurant). 
Producers, Clifford Dailey, Gary | 
McHugh, Carl Sawyer; director, | 
Donald Burr. Casting through 
agents only. Chorus calls to be 
announced, 

CHICAGO i 

Drury Lane Theatre. N.Y. Rep-! 

resentative, Floyd F. Ackerman, } 























Corning Summer Theatre. Pro- 
ducers, Dorothy Chernuck & 
Omar K. Lerman. Casting for 
resident company completed, but 
some jobbing parts still available 
Mail photo and resume to the the- 
ater, Box 51, Corning, N. Y. 

DAYTON, O. 

Dayton Theatre Festival. Pro- 
ducer, Douglas Crawford, 40 W. 
55th St., N.Y. Mail photo and re- 
sume of Broadway and stock cred- 
its to producer. (Equity and non- 
Equity). Will alternate six 


| straight plays and six musicals. 


EPHRATA, PA. 

Legion Playhouse. Producer, 
Darrell Larson; casting agents, 
Adams & Leigh, 7 W. 46th St., 
N. Y¥. Will consider photo and 
resume of Broadway and_ stock 
credits. Send by mail only to Ken 
Friedman, c/o agency. 

FISH CREEK, WIS. 


Peninsula Players. Producer, 
Caroline Rathbone; géneral man- 
|ager, Roger Hamilton. Resident 


Equity company. Accepting photo 
and resume of general talent; also 
applications from technicians and 
apprentices. Address the manage- 
ment at the theaire. 

FORT WORTH 

Casa Manana Musicals, Associate 
producer-director, Michael Pollock 
Casting through agents only at 
present; open casting later. Sched- 
ule opening June 8 with “Wonder- 
ful Town.’ No New York office set 
as yet. 

HAMPTON, N. H. 

Hampton Playhouse. General 
manager, John Vari, 405 E: 54th 
St., N. Y. Accepting photos and re- 
sumes for possible leading men 
and women in summer productions. 
Will also consider applications 
from some non-Equity and techni- 
cians. Mail to general manager. 
Schedule includes “Fair Game,” 
“Dark at the Top of Stairs,” “Sep- 
arate Tables,” “Epitaph for George 
Dillon” and “Tunnel of Love.” 

HARRISBURG, PA. 

Scottish Rite Theatre. Producer, 
Robert T. Seymour. Casting 
through Warren Hein, c/o Stage & 
Arena Guild of America (see 
above), 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Avondale Playhouse. Producer, 
Jo Rosner; producer-director, Wil- 
liam Tregoe. Casting for’ Equity 
resident company, apprentices and 
technical crew. Mail photo and 
resume to producer, 6844 Canal 
Blvd., New Orleans, 

LA JOLLA, CAL. 

La Jolla Playhouse. Producer, 
Ann Lee. Guest-star policy, will 
do casting on the Coast 

LACONIA-GILFORD, N.H. 

Lakes Region Playhouse. Pro- 
ducer, Alton Wilkes, Park Wald 
Hotel, 117 W. 58th St., N.Y. Equity 
resident company. Mail photo and 
resume of general talent to pro- 
ducer, c/o hotel until June 15. Also 
considering applicants for box- 
office personnel, technical crew 
and scenic staff 

LAMBERTVILLE, N.J. 

Musie Circus. Producer, St. John 
Terrell. Same casting procedure 
as, Brandywine Music Circus, Con- 


| cordville, Pa. ‘see above), 


NEPTUNE, N.J. 

Neptune Music Circus. Pro- 
ducer, St. John Terrell. Same cast- 
ing setup as for Brandywine Music 
Circus, Concordville Pa, (see 
above). 

NEW HOPE, PA. 

Bucks County Playhouse; pro- 
ducer, Michael Ellis. Mail photo 
aud resume of Broadway and stock 
credits to theatre. Casting repre- 
sentative, Lenny-Debin, N. Y. Cast- 
ing for first half of season, com- 
pleted. 

NEWPORT, R. I. 

Newport Casino. Producer, Sara 
Stamm, 200 W. 54th St.. N. Y 
(JU 2-9148). Accepting photo and 


resume applications from appren- | 


tices (two scholarships still avail- 
able). Phone for appointment. 
OWINGS MILLS, MD. 
Hilltop Theatre ‘The New Hill- 
top Theatre Inc.), Box 26, Owings 
Mills. Producer Don Swann Jr.; 
general manager, Larry Childs. 
Accepting photo and resume by 
mail for resident Equity company; 
also applicants from apprentices 


| Lyric Circus Light Opera Assn. 
(formerly Finger Lake Lyric Cir- 
cus). Producer, Walter Davis; co- 
producer, Robert K. Adams; Direc- 
tor, David Davis; Business man- 
ager, Virginia Davis. Principals 
cast through agents only. Opening 
June 23 

SMITHTOWN, N.Y. 

| Marymede Playhouse, Inc. Di- 
jrector, James Van Wart. Accep- 
ting photo and resume of Broadway 


and stock credits of Equity mem- | 


j bers only. Mail to director, c/o 

| Hofstra College Playhouse, Hemp- 
stead, N.Y. Also considering a few 
apprentices 

j SOMERS POINT, N.J. 

| Gateway Playhouse. Producer, 
Jonathan Dwight Same casting 
setup as for Stage & Arena Guild 
of America ‘see above). 

| SULLIVAN, ILL. 


“Summer of Musicals,” Grand 
Theatre. Producer. Guy S. Little 
Jr., Box 185, Sullivan, Ill. Casting 


leads and supporting players for 


Equity resident company of 10 
Musicals scheduled for the 10- 
week season: “Bells Are Ringing,” 
“Kismet,” “Guys and Dolls,” “Stu- 
dent Prince,” “Song of Norway,” 
“Say, Darling.” “Naughty Mari- 
etta,’ “Fanny,” “Gentlemen Pre- 


fer Blondes” and “Oh Captain.” 
Mail photo and resume to produc- 
er. 
TOLEDO 

Toledo Summer Theatre. Artistic 
director, John Aronson, 211 W. 
88th St., N.Y. Resident Equity 
company. Seeking versatile actors 
with classical experience; scenic 
designer. Six-week repertory sea- 


.son. Will consider photo and re- 


sume by mail from actors inter- 
ested in complete season only. 
Mail to director at above address 
TRAVERSE CITY, MICH. 
Cherry County Playhouse. Pro- 
ducer, Ruth Bailey, Spring Hill 
Lane, Cincinnati 26; director, Bar- 
| nett Owen, 337 W. 22d St., N. Y. 
122. Mail photo and resume to di- 
rector. Equity company of 10, plus 
stars. 
WARRENSBURG, N.Y. 

| Green Mansion Theatre, Pro- 
ducer, Perry Bruskin, 2 W. 46th 
St., N.Y.C.. PL 17-2969; choreoz- 
rapher, Emily Frankel. Parts still 
available for comedienne, tenor 
and male dancer with jazz and bal- 
let background, soloist calibre, con- 
tact producer for information. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
| Arena Stage, 26th & D Sts., 
N.W. Washington 7, D.C. Produc- 
ing director, Zelda Fichaadler. 
Accepting photo and resume ap- 
plications for resident company for 
the season of October, 1959, to 
May, 1960. Only actors interested 
in complete season need apply. 
Mail applications to theatre, in- 
cluding summer address if pos- 


4 


sible Applicants selected will be | 
material to} 


notified of audition 
prepare. Auditions in New York 
after Labor Day. 

| WESTBORO, MASS. 

Red Barn Theatre. Producer, 
Bill Harp, 124 Remsen St., Brook- 
lyn 1, N.Y.; manager, Wilfon E. 
Lafferty Planning 26 week sea- 
json. Mail photo and resume of 
| Broadway and stock credits to pro- 
ducer. 
agents 

WOODSTOCK, N.Y. 


| 
Woodstock Playhouse. Director, | 
photo and | 
}resume to director, c/o Westmin- | 
|ster Players. 5th Ave. Presbyterian | 


| David Samples. Mail 


Church, N.Y.C. 


FUTURE SHOWS 
BROADWAY 

Alan Jay Lerner & Frederick 
Loewe musical (Untitled) (120 E. 
156th St.; PL 3-6773). 

“At the Drop of the Hat” (R). 
Producer, Alexander Cohen (40 W. 
45th St.; CI 6-0594). 

“Belle Denise” (D). Producers, 
Howard Erskine & Joseph Hayes 
(56 W. 45th St.; OX 7-9620). 

“Calculated Risk” (D). Produ- 
leer, Irene Selznick (112 Cent. Pk. 
1S.; CO 5-2611) 

“Caprice” (C Producers, Ron- 
ald Rawson, Robert Lantz & Mar- 
|shall Earl (16 W. 55th St., CI 
.- 


“Cheri” (CD). Producers, Roger 


Casting direct and through 


Ave.; PL 3-7500). 

“Dear Liar” (CD). Producer, 
Guthrie McClintic (1270 Sixth 
Ave.; CI 7-5152). 

“Duel of Angels” (D). Produ- 
cers, Playwrights Co, (745 Fifth 
Ave.; PL 3-7500). ‘ 

“Dybbuk from Woodhaven” (D). 
Producers, Saint Subber (200 W. 





57th St.; JU 6-1890) & Arthur 
| Cantor. 
| “Fiorello” (MC). Producers, 


| Robert Griffith & Harold Prince 
(630 Fifth Ave.; JU 2-0600). 
“Five Finger Exercise” (D), 


Producers, Playwrights Co. & Fred- 
erick Brisson (745 Fifth Ave; 
PL 3-7500). 

“Flowering Cherry” (D).  Pro- 


ducers, Producers Theatre (165 W. 
46th St.; PL 7-5100). 
| “Gang’s All Here” (D). 
cer, Kermit Bloomgarden 
Broadway; JU 2-1690). 
“Girls Against the Boys” (C). 
Producer, Albert Selden* (444 
Madison Ave., PL 3-1030). 


Produ- 
(1545 


“Golden Fleecing” (D). Pro- 
ducers, Courtney Burr, (58 W. 
|57th St.; Cl 5-9151) & Gilbert 
| Miller. 


| “Goodbye Charlie” (C) 
'ducer, Leland Hayward (655 Madi- 
son Ave.; TE 8-5100). 

“Goodwill Ambassador” (C), 
Producers, American Playwrights 
Guild, (5 E. 76th St., TR 9-8507) 
& George Brandt. 
| “Heartbreak House” (D). Pro- 
| ducers, Robert Joseph (137 W. 48th 
St.: CI 7-7161) and Maurice Evans, 
“Highest Tree” (D). Producers, 
Theatre Guild & Dore Schary (27 
W. 53d St.; CO 5-6170). 

“La Bonne Soupe” ‘C) . Produ- 
cer, David Merrick (246 W. 44th 
St.: LO 3-0830). 

“Midnight Sun” (D Producers, 
Howard Erskine (56 W. 45th St; 
OX 7-9620) & Joseph Hayes 

“Mighty Man Is He” (C). Pro- 
ducers, Diana Green & Edward 
Joy (1619 Broadway, CO 5-8569). 

“Miracle Worker” (D). Produ- 
cer, Fred Coe c/o Triad Produce 
tions (1501 Broadway; CH 4-6852). 

“Mrs. ’Arris Goes to Paris” (MC). 
Producers, Kermit Bloomgarden 
1545 Broadway; JU 2-1690) & Ray 
Stark. 

“Much Ado About Nothing” (C). 
Producer, Producers Theatre (163 
W. 46th St.; PL 7-5100 


Proe 


“New Faces of 1959” (R). Pro- 
ducer, Leonard Sillman (17 E. 79th 
St.: TR 9-1380) 

“Only In America” (D Pro- 


ducer, Herman Shumlin (11 E. 48th 
St.: PL 3-7566). 

“Pink Jungle” (D Producer, 
Paul Gregory (234 W. 44th St.; LO 
4-5071). 

“Saratoga” (MC). Producers, 
Robert Fryer & Morton da Costa 
(234 W. 44th St.; LA 4-2844). 

“Saturday Night” (MC Pro- 
ducers, Jule Styne & Joseph Kip- 
ness (500 Seventh Ave.; PE 6-8354). 

“Silent Night, Lonely Night” 
D) Producer, Playwrights Co., 
745 Fifth Ave.; PL 3-7500 

“Sound of Music” (MC). Pro- 
ducers, Rogers & Hammerstein 
(488 Madison Ave.; MU 8-3640) in 
partnership with Leland Hayward 
& Richard Halliday. 

“U.S.A.” (D). Producers, Robert 
Weiner & Nick Spanos, (SU 7- 
1914), 

OFF-BROADWAY 

“Lend An Ear” (MR). Producers, 
Stephan Slane & Jenny Lou Law, 
(no production office set). 

“Shakuntala” (D). Pilgrim Pro- 
duction, (242 W. 56th St.) Pro- 
ducer, Patricia Newhall. , 

“Three Sisters” (D). Producer, 
David Ross, (c/o 4th St. Theatre, 
83 E. 4th St.; OR 4-5710). 


SHOWS IN REHEARSAL 
OFF-BROADWAY 

| “Dr. Willy Nilly’ (MC). Produ- 

;cers, Alfred Drake, Howard Da 

|Silva & Elias Jacobs, c/o Maxine 

| Keith, 234 W. 44th St.; LA 4-4228. 


SICNED 
BROADWAY 
Miracle Worker: Ann Bancroft, 
| Patricia Neal. 











| Television 


“Blue Men,” CBS, Casting direc- 

tor, Alixe Gordin, Plautus Produc. 
tions, 44 E. 53d Si., N.Y. Casting 
director is interested in seeing 
| applicants in performance in pro- 
fessional productions. Mail photo 
and resume, with details of where 
and when appearing, so that Miss 
Gordin can attend. Agents may 
contact her secretary by mail at 
the above address. 

“Camera Three,” educational, 
drama, CBS; producer, John Mc- 
Giffert. Submit photo and resume 
for consideration. Nat Greenblatt 
(524 W. 57th St.). 

Grey Advertising, 430 Park Ave. 
Casting, Jim Kaye. Submit photo 














and resume by mail only. 
Hartford Management, Inc., 18 

|E. 48th St.; casting director, Mar- 

(Continued on page 76) 
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Biz Lively For Most Road Shows; 
Holliday $77,500, L.A.; ‘Lady’ 606, K.C. 


Business was good last week for4 


lineup was down to seven: four 
musicals and three straight plays. 
The list of shows continues the 
same this stanza, with the number 
dropping to six next week after the 
close of “Garden District” in Chi- 
cago next Saturday (30). 
Estimates for Last Week 
Parenthetic designations for out- 
of-town shows are the same as for 
Broadway, except that hyphenated 
T with show classification indicates 
tryout and RS indicates road show. 
Also, prices on touring shows in- 
clude 10° Federal Tax and local 
tar, if any, but as on Broadway 
grosses are net; i.e. exclusive of 
taxes. Engagements are for single 
week unless otherwise noted. 


. 
most road shows. The dwindling |° 





CHICAGO 

Garden District, Civic ‘(D-RS) 
(7th wk) ($4.50-$5.50; 910; $26,000) 
(Cathleen Nesbitt, Diana Bairy- 
more). Almost $8,500. Previous| 
week, $11,500. Closes next Satur- 
dav (30). 

Music Man, Shubert (MC-RS) 
(15th wk) ($5.50-$6.60; 2,100; $71,- 
458). Nearly $65,200. Previous 
week, $67,000. 


KANSAS CITY 
My Fair Lady, Music Hal! (MC- 
RS) (Michael Evans, Diane Todd). 
Almost $60,000. Previous week, 
$61,500 at the Kiel Aud., St. Louis. 


LOS ANGELES 

Bells Are Ringing, Philharmonic 
Aud. (MC-RS) (5th wk) ($5.75- 
$6.50; 2,670: $78.200) (Judy Holli- 
day’. Over $77,500 with Civic 
Light Opera subscription. Pre- 
vious week, $78,300 with subscrip- 
tion. 

Once More With Feeling, Hart- 
ford (C-RS) (2d wk) ($4.85-$5.40; 
1.024; $27,600) ‘Fernando Lamas, 
Marjorie Lord). Nearly $21,500 
with Guild subscription. Previous 
week, $21,000 with subscription. 

Two for the Seesaw, Biltmore 
(CD-RS) (3d wk) ($4.40-$4.95; 1,636; 
$41,500) Ruth Roman, Jeffrey 
Lynn) . Over $30,900 with Guild 
subscription. Previous week, $29,- 
000 with subscription 

SPLIT WEEK 

Li'l Abner (MC-RS). Totalled 
$17,500 for seven performances, 
as follows: Memorial Civic, Stock- 
ton, Cal.. Monday (18), one, $1,900; 
( c Aud.. San Jose, Tuesday (19), 
one $3,700; Memorial Aud; 
Fresno, Wednesday (20), one, $2,- 


200; Granada, Santa’ Barbara, | 
Thursday (21), one, $2,600; Civic | 
Aud., Santa Monica, Friday-Satur- | 


99 


dav (22-23), three, $7,100. Pre-| 
vious week. $34,000 at the Cur- 
I 


an, San Francisco. 





Wash. Area Stock 


Sees COntinued from page 72 Gea 
Univ. graduates under the watch- | 
ful eye of Father Gilbert V. Hartke 
has not completed its schedule 
beyond “Say, Darling,” but plans 
are to use mostly non-musicals 
which have recently been staged 
off-Broadway 

Candlelight Playhouse is the 
ambitious undertaking of William 
Pullinsi, its producing director, a 
drama student at Catholic Univ. 
He and his family raised the capi- 
tal in his hometown, Chicago. 

He is using a mid-city ballroom, 
the Presidential Arms, recently 
used for large luncheons and din- 
ners of private groups, clubs, etc. 
The audience will sit at tables 
elevated in tiers circling the in- 
the-round stage and can buy 
drinks. There will be 500 seats. 

Candelight starts a 12-weeks 
season June 25 with the off-Broad- 
way company of “Boy Friend.” 
The remaining five productions 
aren't firm, but at least two wiil 
be package shows from New York, 
Pullinsi says. 

Those four summer theatre ven- 
tures are, of course, in addition to 
the engagement of the Broadway 
hit, “Sunrise at Campobello,” at 
the National Theatre for five and 
possibly six weeks starting next 
Monday (1). With Ralph Bellamy 
playing his original role of the 
pre-President Franklin D. Roose- 
velt and most of the original sup- 
porting cast, the Dore Schary 
drama looms as a major event in 
this history-minded,  politically- 
conscious Capital. 





” 


“Shakuntala,” an Indian play by 
the fifth century poet, Kalidasa, is 
planned for a Sept. 29 opening at 
the St: Marks Playhouse, N.Y., by 


| 
| 
| 





Patricia Newhall. 











Shows Abroad 





aaa Continued from page 73 See 


Ulysses in Nightitown 


madame who reduces Bloom to| 


sexual ineptitude. 


Among others busily employed 
in this bitter offering are Jill Mel- 
ford, Brian O'Higgins (in eight dif- 
ferent parts) and Patrick Connor. 
Alian McClelland, the narrator, 
fights a losing battle in attempting 
to interpret the author’s confusing | 
philosophy. 


Detour After Dark 


Glasgow, May 13. 
George Brandt & Richard Bachrach, in 
association with Toby Rowland Ltd., pres- 
entation of three-act drama by Lucia 
Victor, based on the French of Guil- 
laume Hanoteau. Staged by David Alex- 


| ander; decor. Ralph Alswang; technical 


adviser to the director, John Wyckham. 


| Stare <Atbert Dekker, Maxine Audley, 


Willixs, Franklyn. Opened May 11, ‘59, 
at King’s Leeeneer Glasgow; $1.20 top. 
Lu iWiam Franklyn 


1c hris ee Moira Redmond 





Chauffeur .... eee Michael Hawkins 
Batil'e ‘ Serer Maxine Audley 
Antoine ..... Albert Dekker 


Drama with an overweight of 
spookiness is becoming rare these 
days. This one dishes up plenty of 
eerie atmosphere, however, creat- 
ing a baffling air of mystery in a 
broken-down mansion in provincial 
France. 


The interest tends to be in plot 


rather than skillful writing. The 
story involves a novelist and his 
good-looking secretary who have a 
motor-crash in a lonely part of 
France, and land jn a creepy old 
house inhabited only by a genial 
oaf of a Frenchman and a semi- 
hysterical woman. 

The mysterious setup deepens 
with the arrival of two more 
French inhabitants and the dis- 
appearance of the chauffeur. Sus- 
pense and spookiness are at their 
height as the travelers prepare to 
spend the night in the spooky 
house. Once the explanation is 
revealed the play moves speedily 
to melodramatic climax. 


Albert Dekker turns in a power- 
ful performance as the massive. 
leering French peasant. Maxine 
Audley has strength in hysteria as 
the gaunt femme ‘of the house 
William Franklyn fits require- 
ments as the writer. and Moira 
Redmond has merely to look pretty 
and scared as his secretary 

Gord. 


Off-Broadway Shows 


Figures denote opening dates) 
NEW YORK 

Boy Friend, Cherry Lone (1-25-58) 

Chic, Orpheum (5-18-59); closed last 
Saturday (23) after six performances 

Crucible, Martinique (3-11-58); closing 
une 14 

Enemy of the People, Actors (2-4-59 

Family Portrait, Seven Arts (5-5-59 
closed last Sunday (24) after 24 per 
formances 

Faliout, Renata (5-20-59) 

Leave It to Jane, Sheriden So. (5-25 >, 

Lysistrata, E. 74th St. (5-19-59); close 
last Sunday (24) after eight perfo orm 
ances. 

Many Loves, Living Theatre (1-13-59). 

Mark Twain Tonigh®, 41st St. (4-6-59) 

Cnce Upon a Mattress. Phoenix (5-11-59) 

Our Town, Circle in Square (3-22-59) 

Shaw Repertory, Provincetown (5-25-59 

Tis Pity She's Whore, Players (12-5-59) 
closes next Sunday (31). 

Threepenny Opera, ae Lys (9-20-55) 

Waltz of the Toreadors, Jan Hus (4-6-59) 
moves next Wednesday (3) to the 





icket 
Widowers’ Houses, Downtown (3-2-59); 
closes next Sunday (31) 

SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Young & Bu’ful, Theatre East (5-28-59) 
On Borrowed Time, Players (wk. (6-1-59 
Dr. Willy Nilly, Barbizon (6-4-59) 
Billy Barnes Revue, York (6-9-59) 
Cast of Characters, Downtn (6-10-59). 
Drunkard, Gate (6-24-59) 
Three Sisters, Fourth St. (9-10-59). 
Shakuntale, &. ares © (9-29-59). 


And Wind An St. Marks (4-28-59); | 


closed last Sunday (24) after 32 per- 
formances. 


Cedipus Rex, Carnegie (4-29-59); closed | 


last Sunday (24 





LOS ANGELES 
Be An Angel, Civic (5-11-59) 


Billy Barnes Revue, Las Palmas (10-13-58). | 


Blue Denim, Players Ring (12-26-58). 

Boy Friend, Ivar (2-16 

Circle of Wheels, El c ten (5-22-59), 

Compulsion, Omnibus (3-10-59). 

Fair Game, LaGrand (4-23-59). 

Green Bay Tree, Holywood (4-17-59) 

Good Night Ladies, Music Box (4-15-59) 

No Time for Sots., Pasadena (4-17-59) 

Quare Fellow, Stage Society (5-8-59). 

Rose Tattoo, Valley (4-24-59). 

Shrike, Horseshoe (5-16-59). 

Silver Whistle, Centre (4-25-59). 

Who That oer Players ang. (4-13-59) 
SCH LED OPEN 

Mende! Bostnite Le Grand "38- 59). 


Scheduled B’way Preems 


Much Ado, Lunt-Fontanne (9-17-59) 

Gang‘s All =, emg eed (9-24-59). 

Drop of @ it, Golden (10-8-59). 

Miracle Grermer, lckenss (10-19-59). 
cticut $ » Shubert (10-22-59). 

Senne nm ag? , Has es (10-22-59). 

Music, Lunt: ontanne (11-12-59). 
5 Finger, Music Box ‘ 59). 
Silent Night, Morosco 22 59). 








Marjorie Winfield, who has been 
stage manager with Jessica Tandy 
and Hume Cronyn on their last 
|}several shows, will be resident 
stage manager this summer at the 
John Drew Theatre, East Hampton, 
 & A 

Jerome Whyte, production as- 

| sistant to Rodgers & Hammerstein, 
sails today (Wed.) with his wife on 
the Queen Elizabeth for London, 
|the Riviera and Israel. They’re 
|due back in mid-July. 
New York Univ. has arranged to 
jaccept students who have com- 
pleted two years at the.American 
Academy of Dramatic Arts, to con- 
| tinue at the NYU School of Educa- 
| tion, with credits. 
George Abbott will stage _ 
| Robert E. Griffith and Harold S 


| Prince musical production, “Fio- | 
|rello,’ which has advanced the | 


start of rehearsals to Aug. 24, the | 
out-of-town opening to Sept. 28, | 
and the Broadway bow at an 7) 
designated house to Nov. 3. 

David Clive planed last week | 
from N. Y. to Edinburgh, Scotland, 
for a looksee at “All in the Fam- 
ily.’ the Wendy Hiller-starrer, 


which he and his partner Robert! 
| Herrman are co-producing in Eng-| 


land with Henry Sherek. 

Norman Rosemont, newly-ap-| 
pointed vice president of the ‘Alan 
Jay Lerner-Frederick Loewe firm, 
Alfred Productions, Inc., planed 
from New York to Paris last week 
with Irving Cohen, the firm’s at- 


torney, for business meetings there | 
with Lerner and Loewe, who are| two prices are given, 
for Friday-Saturday nights on the 
lower for weeknights), number of 


headquartering in the French cap- 
itol while working on a new musi- 
cal. Rosemont was general man- 
ager of the corporation the last 
three years. 


“The American Shakespeare | ° 
Festival—The Birth of a Theatre,” | 
edited by John Houseman and Jack | 


Landau, artistic directors of the 
Festival at Stratford, Conn., will 
be published next Monday (1) by 
Simon and Schuster. 


beginning next Wednesday (3). The | 


offering is being produced by the 
Seven Arts Center and Jay Garon, 


who was co-producer cf the Broad- | $61.568) iHermione Gin: old. Farley 


way production of ‘Kataki,” in 
which Hayakawa anpeared earlier 
this season. The lighting and decor 
are under the supervision of Wal- 
ter S. Russell. 

Barbara Hayes, who succeeded 
Naney Wickwire as the lead in the 
recently-closed off-Broadway pro- 
duction of “A Clerring in the 
Voods,” was reouired to bang her 
leg on a tree stumn during one of 
the serenes in the piav. She's now 
in Flower Fifth Ave. Hospital 
N. Y.. with a traumatic inflamed 
phlebitis of the rieht leg 

David Ross, who launched a 
eyele of Chekhov plays in 1955 at 
his 4th Street Theatre. N.Y... with 
Stark Youne’s translation of “The 
Three Sisters.” reopens the house 
Sept. 10 with a revival of the play 

Fd Padutla will be stace manager 
of “Saratoza.” 

George Rov Hill wi!l stage “Tke 
“Gang's All Here.” which Kermit 
Bloomgarden plans opening on 
Broadway next Oct. 1, with Melvyn 
Douglas starred. Jo Mielziner will 
design the scenery and lighting. 





Towing Shows 
‘May 24-Ju i¢ 7 
Bells Are Ringing, (Judy Holl dav) 
3 S.F 


Philharmonic, L.A. (25 rran 
1-6) 


Garden District Cethieen Nesbitt, 
Diana Barrymore)—Civic, Chi (25-30 
closes) 

Li'l Abner—Rilt more. L.A. (25-4) 

Music Man (%d Co.) Shubert, Chi (25-6) 

My Fair Lady (2d Co.) (Michael Evans, 


Diane Tedd)—-Russ Aud.. Son Diego (26- 
31); Philharmonic. L.A. (2-6) 
Once More With Feel. ing ‘Coast Co.) 


(Fernando Lamas, Marjorie Lord}—Hart- 


ford, L.A. (25-6). 

Sunrise at Sampetette Ralph Bellamy) 
—National, Wash. (1 

Two for the sen0ew @Qd Co.) (Ruth 
Roman, Jeffrey Sa Geary, S.F. (25-6) 


Leadon Shows 


(Figures denote onenrina dates) 
Auntie Mame, Adelphi (9-10-58). 
Beware of Angels, VWesim'ns'r (5-26-59 
Biue Magic Revue, Wales (2-19-59). 
Candide, Saville (4-30-59) 

Caught Napping, Piccadilly (5-22-59), 


Clown Jewels, Vic. Palace (3-5-59). 

Eichty in Shade, Globe (1-8-59). 

Five Finger Exercise. Comedy (7-16-58) 

Fool's Paradise, Apollo (4-1-59). 

Ghosts, Princes (4-6-59). 

Gilt, Gingerbread, Duke York's (4-17-59) 
(12-2-58). 


| 
' 
| 
| 
} 
Change of Tune, Strand (5-13-59) 
| 


How Say You, Aldwych, (4-22-59). 
Irma Le Douce, Lyric (7-17-58). 


| Grass I's Greener, Si. Mart 


Let ‘Em Eat Cake, Cambridge (5-6-59) 
Living for Pleasure, Garrick (7-10-58). 
Leng, Short, Tali, New (1-7-59). 
Repertory, Old Vic (9-17-58). 
Mousetrap, Ambassadors (11-25-52). 
My Fair Lady, Drury Lane (4-30-58). 
Not iu the Book, Criterion (4-2-58) 
Orpheus Descending, Royal Ct. (5-14-59). 
Pieasure His Co.. Haymarket (4-23-59). 
Roar Like a Dove, Phoenix (9-25-57). 
Salad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54) 
Simple Spyman, Whitehall (3-19-58). 
Swedish gee Princes (5-4-59). 
Taste of Honey, Wyndhem’s (2-10-59). 
Gan in Nighttown, Arts (5-19-59). 
Unexpected Guest, Duchess (8-12-58). 
West Side Story, Majesty’s (12-12-5°, 
Wolf’s Clothing, Strand (3-17-59) 
World ak Stickey, Palace (5-5-59). 
PENINGS 


Marigold, oo (5-27-59). 
Prodiaal Wife, Winter Gard. (5 28-59), 
rt After Dark, Fortune (6-3-59), 





French Mistress, Adelphi (6-4-59). 
Farewell, Farewell, Garrick (6-5-59). 


There were, however, a few entries 
where the decline in receipts was | 
i | $41,569) (Sidney Poitier) Almost 

There was one closing last Satur- | 

| day (23); with two more scheduled | 
to fold next Saturday (30). 
sellouts and virtual capacity entries 
last week included “Destry Rides 
“Flower Drum Song,” “La 
Plume de Ma Tante,” “Majori 
ee Round,” 





Estimates for Last Week 


cD (Comedy-Drama). 
MC (Musical-Comedy), ! 


eretta), Rep (Repertory), DR (Dra. 
matic Reading). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to weeks picyed, 
wumber of performances through 


, but grosses are net; 
, exclusive of tazes. 


Another new house 
2 with parties. Previ- 
k, $65,697 with A etagpe 
First Impressions, 


Closes next Saturday 


for first four performances and one 


2 get k issev, Jz 


La Plume de Ma Tante, Royale 


Hardwicke, Gertrude 


Previous week, $53,300 with parties 


(31st wk; 244 p) 
3500) (‘Sam Levene ' 
i Previous week, $16.- 
Marriage-Go-Rour-d, 


$43.000) (Charles 


Music Man, Mujestic 
596 p’ ($8.05; 1,626; $70,500) Nearly 
Previous week, $67,500. 
My Fair Lady, ins 
¢; 1,331 p) ($8.05; 1, 
$69,500) ‘(Edward Mulhare, Pamela 


Nervous Set, Miller | 
$7,400. Previous week, $11,500 od 
Once Mere With Feeling, 
tional (C) (Zlst wk; 247 p) ($6.90; 


Cotton, , pre-Broadw ay tour. 
Selene Francis). 


800 with twofers, 
Pleasure of His Company, Long- 
(3let wk; 246 p) ($6.90; 


B’way Spotty; Merman $51,100 in 5, 
‘Music Man’ $68,500, ‘Raisin’ $41,500, 
Destry, ‘Flower’ Set House Records 


Broadway held fairly steady last 
week although some shows picked | 
| $27,900. Previous week, $27,600. 
| Moves June 15 to the Music Box. 


Cornelia Otis Skinner, Charlie 
Ruggles, Walter Abel). Nearly 


Raisin in the Sun, Barrymore 
(D) (11th wk; 86 p) ($6.90; 1,076; 


$41,900. Previous week, $41,800. 
Rashomon, Music Box ‘D) (17th 
wk; 135 p) ($6.90-$7.50: 1,101: $38.- 
500) (Claire Bloom, Rod Steiger, 
Oscar Homolka, Akim Tamiroff). 
Nearly $18,600. Previous week, 
$19,300. Closes June 13. 
Redhead, 46th St. (MD) (16th 
wk; 124 p) ($9.20; 1,297; $62,410) 
(Gwen Verdon). Almost $62,300 


| with parties. Previous week, $61,- 
| 700 with parties. Lays off July 6-11. 


Sunrise at Campobello, Cort 
‘D) (69th wk; 548 p) ($6.90; 1.155; 
| $38,300) ‘Ralph Bellamy). Over 
| $28,900. Previous week, $25,800, 
Exits May 30 to tour. 

Sweet Bird of Youth, Beck (D) 
llth wk; 87 p) ($6.90; 1.280; $47,- 
963) (Paul Newman, Geraldine 
Page, Sidney Blackmer). Nearly 
$45.900. Previous week, $45,300 
with parties. 

Touch ef the Poet, Hayes (D} 
(33d wk; 260 p) (S7.50; 1,139; $43.- 
887) (Helen Haycs, Eric Portman, 
Betty Field). Over $17,600 with 
twofers. Previous week, $18,800 
with twofers. Cioses June 13. 

Two for the Seesaw. Booth (CD) 
(Fist wk; 554 p) ($6.90: 780: $32,- 
300) (Dena Andrews, Anne Ban- 
croft). Almest £€21.200. Previous 
week, $22.100 

West Side Storv. Winter Garden 
(MD) (87th wt; €92 p) «*8: 1,404; 
$64,200). Over £41,800 with two- 
fers. Previous week, $42,600 with 
twofers. Evits June ?7 to tour. 

Wer'd cf ne Wong, Broad- 
hurst (9) (39d wk: 255 p) ($6.90; 
1.214: $47.400). Over $28.600. Pre- 
vious week. °28.100. 

M'seclleneous 

Orce Up-n a Mattress, Phoenix 
MC) (9d wk; 16 bp) (74.60; 1,150; 
$29.382). Almost %16500. Previous 
week, nearivy $15,700 for first 
eicht perform nse: 

Cored Let Week 

Party, Coleen '(”) (6th wk; 44 p) 
£5.75; 800; £°5.152) ‘8etty Com- 
een, Adecloh Creen Nearly $6.- 
$09. Previous we’: £5.60. Ended 
eturn rin Iest Satirdsy (23) with 
the profit on the vontere figured 
at epproximete’y £15,009 


Slerak io Fit In eT, 
No ‘Grazer’ Due to Clore 


fhe Gazebo” will end its Broad- 





way run June 27, when Walter 
Slezak’s contract as star termi- 
nates. Slezak hts been sole head- 
liner since . yne Meadows with- 
drew as costar last Wednesday (20) 
because of umuta five exhaus- 


tion.” Kip McArdle has teken over 
as femme lea 

Slezak irtends spending the 
summer in Eurove. A Coast edi- 
tion of the comedy, with Tom Ewell] 
starring, is scheduled to open Sept. 
1, at the Hartford Theatre, L. A. 
date with an Aug. 1-29 booking in 
Central City, Colo. Plans for the 
Broadway production of ‘J.B.” to 
play Central City have been 
dropped 


‘Romanoff’ to Reopen, 
On Coast With Ustinov 
A sixweck Coast revival of Peter 
Ustinov’s “Romanoff and Julet,* 


, with the author repeating as’ star, 


opens June 8 at the Hartford Thea- 
tre, Hollywood. Ustinov had to 
withdraw from the comedy during 
its post-Broadway tour earlier this 


| season because of a film commit- 


ment. 

The David Merrick vroduction 
was then taken over by the firm of 
Bowden, Barr & Bullock for a one- 
niter trek, with Bert Lahr in the 
Ustinov role, ending March 14. The 
Coast presentation will be spon- 
sored by Merrick. Allan C. Dalzell 
will pressagent the comedy prior 
to embarking on a European vaca- 


| tion in August. 


Dalzell will also handle the pub- 


| lfcity for next season's production 


of “A Mighty Man Is He,” which 


| co-producers Diana Green and Ed- 


ward Joy plan sending on a lengthy 





“Mink and Honey.” a musical by 


| Anthony Osnato and Jean Flynn, 


is skated for a June opening at St. 
John’s: Hall, N.Y., by Theatre 


Ritchard, | Encore. 
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Off-Broadway Review 


"eave lt to Jaue 
3eruh & Peter Kent revival of 









by Guy Bolton and P. G.| 

with score by Jerome Kern. 

: Lawrence Carra; choreography, 

Jane Doerr; settings, Lioyd Bur- | 

e; costumes, Al Lehman; lighting, | 

e Corrin; conductor, Joseph Stecko. 

Opened May 5. “59, at the Sheridan 

Square Playhouse, Greenwich Village, 
N_Y.; $5.45 top ($5.65 opening). 

Principals Kathleen Murray, Art 
Matthews, Dorothy Greener, Dorothy Sti- 
nett eorge Segal. Monroe Arnold, 
Angelo Mo neo, Josip Elic, Jon Richards, 
Al Che , Vince O’Brien, Alck Primrose, | 
Ra rudk ‘so Eddie O'Flynn, Austin 
O'Toole, Ronald Knight, Carlo Mandli, 
Bob Carey, Noel Erler, Gene Bullard, Lee 
Thor ! Mitvie McWhorter, Marianne 
Gayle Lainie Levine, Patricia Brooks, 
Linda Bates, Sue Swanson. 





Broadway denizens expert in the 
forgotten mystiques of yesteryear 
had than casual interest in 
this off-Broadway resurrection of 
a 1917 musical comedy by three 
then-frisky fellows due for long 
theatrical careers, viz, the late 
Jerome Kern and the still-extant 
Guy Bolton and P. G. Wodehouse. 
The result as exposed at the Sheri- 
dan Square —— se last Monday | 
night (25) may be summed up 
under two Moen (a) it’s about what 
would be expected and (b) it’s en- 
tirely suitable for Greenwich Vil- 
lage 

The story 


more 


creaks with age and 
pops with corn. It is as innocent as 
football used to be. That it has a 
certain beguiling nostalgia is a mir- 


acle of levitation which will be 
arbitrarily credited to director 
Lawrence Carra, a_ professor at 
Carnegie Tech. He has managed to 
make the thing rol!, if not quite 
musicalize with performers, some 


of whom are theatrically as virginal 
as the co-eds of another generation. 

The score contains several dimly 
remembered tunes from a Kern 
who had not quite found his later 
authoritative manner. It is almost 
a shocker when “A Siren’s Song” 
(which has survived as a “stand- 
ard” in the ASCAP catalog) is in- 
troduced. This tune, as it must have 
seemed even in 1917, is a little gem 

nong campus twirp. 

Kathleen Murray in the title 
role, the college president's daugh- 
ter, cast to type, looks the part, 
pleases the eye, is thoroughly 
poised and likeable, but she is mak- 
ing her debut in musical comedy 
and she can barely sing. Writers of 
that era. George Ade in this case, 
but substitute Booth Tarkington, 
were much obsessed of the flirt 
wi swooning retinue. Such is 
Jane Witherspoon, who uses her 
wiles to steal a star halfback from 
a rival college. 

More could 


xy the 


probably be made 














Afrika ‘Korps 





Desert Cap 


— the jaunty 
Afrika style ae with soar 
front and dashing “forward 
First created in the Austrian 
hen made world-famous by the no- 
s Afrika Korps, this masculine helght- 
ge cap is worn throughout Western 
f both work and play. Ita long 
high style combine usefulness 
oks in @ Way not yet achieved by 
sport Now being worn by 
yle jeaders all America—for beach, 
f wing ele 
able lightweight 


ast available in the U 


ed ymking 





wating 
twill, ful 
ion. Colors: Tan, hunter 
white, red, yellow. Sizes 6 
each a ~ ha tage 
z ries invite 

‘PAUL MURTAUGH. ASSOCIATES INC., 
Dept, V-10, 115 Fulton St., N.Y. 38, N.Y. 


poasad 





out of the Kern score at several 
points. Yet it may be quibbling, 
reviewing a performance not given, 
| to fault an always energetic, show- 
must-get-on performance with lack 
of facilities. Carra and his two pro- 
ducers, Joseph Beruh and Peter 
Kent, have elected to play the 
thing in pretty-close-to-real simula- 
tion of the original. There no 
spoofing of old-style musicals, as in 
“The Boy Friend.” Instead, “Leave 
It to Jane” is an old-style musical 
The guess is that it may find a cer- 
tain vogue in this 180-seat air-con- 
ditioned haven 


is 


The house, of course, affords 
easy view, aren, style. The prem- 
ises was, during Prohibition, the 


old Nut Club, where memory re- 
calls a burning fluid served in cups 
and carelessly identified by the 
waiters as whiskey. As the present 
Playhouse it is operated by Irene 
Rubio, Philip Minor, John Marley 
and Joseph Beruh. This production 
is budgeted around $15,000. At a 
| guess, the original at the Longacre 
| Fests 42 years ago cost about 
the same amount. 

| The cast is notable for the num- 
ber of players from Carnegie Tech 
(drama, not tootball) and there 
remains a feeling that what several 


of the performers screamingly 
need is two seasons on the old 
Pantages Circuit. When Ray Tudor 
Angelo Mango and Dorothy 


Greener go into a patter-and- soft- 
shoe routine the evocation of an- 
other generation of entertainers is 
strong 

Miss 


Greener, from Britain, is 
the deadpan spinster-comic, very 
much of another day conception 


Her quiet underplaying is probably 


just right and yet a vaudevillian 
would wont to boff. She and direc- 
tor Carra have made the wise 


se'ection of key and accent, since 
the old jokes would never stand the 


stress. Only occasionally are any 
of the quips funny in today’s con- 
text. There is allusion to Presby- 


terians and Baptists, a kind of josh- 
ing hardly heard upon the Ameri- 
can stage in some while 
The orchestra of four is snuggled 
into a grape arbor in one corner 
behind the “suggestive” sets of 
Llovd Burlingame. who is Carnegie 
Tech as music director Joseph 
Stecko. Robert Hess is on the piano 
Charles Russo on the sax-clarinet 
and Sam Fede handles percussion 
rheirs is a hard task. They do well, 
though naturally no sub for a full 
orchestra 
The Bolton and Wodehouse book 
has many subsidiary ‘characters 
{which echo the “Hey, Rube’ of 
George Ade’s Hoosier antecedents 
One is a state senator ‘Alek Prim- 


1s 


rose) dragging his freshly-shoed 
hillbilly son ‘(Ray Tudor) to the 
campus. Another is a high-powered 


college benefactor ‘Vince O'Brien 
who has pledged his half-back-hs 


to one college, from which he is 
snatched by the “college widow 
The seven-gir!, seven-boy chorus 


has little room to scamper and t 
two-aisle exits and the third oO 
the men’s room, entre’acte) are em- 
ployed with considerable ingenuity 
Indeed, imagination commands re- 
spect for pace and grouping man- 
agement throughout 
| Though he went to Northwestern 
and not to Carnegie Tech, the male 
lead. Art Matthews stands out 
cally, that being the rarity in this 
muster. The roll includes the cari- 
catures of another era—the butter- 
fly-chasing professor (Al Checco), 
the muscle-bound oversize football 
recruit (Josip Elic) and the 
some second leading girl (Doro 
Stinette). 
Off-Broadway’'s 
researchers will 
quickened by this musical W 
really be a surprise if, one tin 


vo- 


whole- 





diligent yt 
undoubtedly 
It 


scrir 
be 


lil 
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something for uptown is uncovered 
“Leave It to Jane” needs be 
judged in the environment of a 
little, mut-of-the-way house with a 
bunch of stamina kids giving their 
| all. It manages, in those terms, to 
be diverting. Land. 


Road Show Review 


Once More, With Feeling 


Hollywood, May 12 
Randolph Hale presentation (by arrange 
ment with Martin Gabel & Henry Mar 
Zolis) of three-act (five scenes) comed 
| by Harry Kurnitz. Staging. Ralph Levy 
settings, Gus Schneider; furs. Ince-Sie 
Stars Fernando Lamas, Marjorie Lord 
features George Tobias, Sam  Hearr 
George N. Neise, Howard Wendell, He 
Corden, Jerry Barclay. Opened May 


; 
tO 





ll, 





59, at the Huntington Hartford Theatre 
Hollywood; $5 40 top. 

| Chester Stamm ; Jerry Barclay 
| Maxwell Archer George Tobias 
| Victor Fabian Fernando Lamas 
SES Sam Hearn 

Luigi Barbini ......... Henry Corden 

J OS" eee Howard Wendell 

Dolly Fabian ..... Marjorie Lord 

Richard Hilliard George N. Neise 

Harry Kurnitz’s “Once More, 


with Feeling” is a humorous 
enough comedy, salted with an oc- 
casionally interesting set of cir- 








cumstances and peppered with a 


| respectable number of witty lines. | 


| This road edition at the Huntington 


|case Studios, 950 Eighth Ave., 


Hartford, however, is far from 
impressive, and its four-week stay 
isn't likely to set any local records 

The Randolph Hale presentation, 
directed by Ralph Levy and star- 
sing Fernande Lamas, Marjorie 
Lord, with George Tobias top-fea- 
tured, is often tiring than uplifting 
The play basically is one-idea, with 
several asides but no real subplots 


and it, therefore, needs swift pace 
ind well-timed high points, neither 
of which it had opening night 

As the egomaniac symphony con- 
ductor, Lamas benefits from an 
appealing style and speech. and 
he achieves credibility and okay 
comedy effect. Miss Lord, though 
a looker, doesn’t impress in her 
playing of the ex-mate who has 
returned only td get a “divorce.” 
Tobias, as the conductor's manager, 
had some trouble with lines open- 
ing hight, but his words are the 
play’s funniest and for the most 
part he delivers them with comic 
skill 

Supporting cast is generally 
good, with a highly funny per- 
formance from Sam Hearn in two 
roles as temperamental fiddler- 
brothers. Howard Wendell is adept 
as the music-hating orchestra 
backer. with good work from 
Henry Corden and okay perform- 
ances from Jerry Barclay and 
George N. Neise 

“Once More with Feeling” 


potentially is much more amusing 
than is this production Ror 
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aaa Continued from page J 
shall Mig Interviews by appoint- 
ment, but only on of photo 
and resume. Mail casting di- 
rector 


basis 
to 


filmed on location CBS 

proc jucer, Gilbert Ralston casting 
through Mare Merson; address 
mail only. Barbara Tuck, CBS, 52 





W. 57th Si Available parts: un- 
usual types, interesting faces, good 
physical conditions, will cons'der 
applicants having had odd occupa- 
tions. Submit photo and resume. 
“I've Got a Secret,” CBS. Pro- 
jucers, Goodson-Todman. Seeking 
vaudeville performers. with special! 
hobbies; not necessarily headliners 
Also seeking impersonater who can 
imitate the voice, looks, action and 
other specialti of famous per- 
sons. Photo and resume, press 
clippings and applications accepted 














by mail only. Addre Frank Abra- 
hams, “I've Got A Secret.” 375 
Park Ave.. New York 22. Interview 
to be held at unspecified date fo 
two special shows to be televised 
in the fall 

“Lamp Unto My Feet.” religious 
drama, CBS; producer, Don Keller- 
man; director, James MacAllen 
Submit photo and resume for con- 
sideration. Nat Greenblatt (524 W 


S7th St 








“Look Up & Live,” religious- 
dramatic CBS -roducer, Jack 
Kuney; casting, Mare Merson, 524 
W. 57th St. Casting from files 
Mail photo and resume 

National Screen Service, 1600 
Broadway Casting, Carl Carbone 
Submit photo and composite for 

snsideration 

“Stakeout,” 36 hal yur films 
to be shot on locati on in Florida 
Producer, Ben _Ber erg rh € 

be possit ‘ ° 
ident in or 





Applicants 























the Bob “eed 4( 5 
S a: for details 
about Florida contact and location 

“The Verdict Is Yours,” unre- 
hearsed courtroom dramas. CBS 
producer, Eugene Burr; director 
Byron Paul; casting contact, Liam 
Lunn, CBS, 524 W. 57th St. ‘do not 
phone). No open casting; all done 
from files. Submit photo and res- 
ume for consideration 

Theatre for a ponds ” CBS-TV 
producer, Robert Herridge. Castin 
to siart late in Aprii "Mail pho 
and resume to producer. at 524 W 
o7th St., N. ¥. (Room 222). 

Ballet 
OVERSEAS 

Italian Ballet Co. Producer, Ugo 
dell’Ara, Via Messina Milan 
Male dancers with three years pro- 
fessional experience in Broadway 
musicals or ballet companies, send 
description, photo and resume to 
producers. Company to tour Cen- 
tral Europe late summer and fal! 





| ‘Dndusiriel | 


t —— 














“Industrial Show On Tour” Pro- 
ducer, Jack Morton Productions. 
Iwo Week tour of Mississippi, 


Colorado and Atlantic City. Audi- 
tions for male and femme singer 
tomorrow (Thur.) at 2 p.m., Show- 


te 2 


Stock 


A Piece of Blue Sky 
Robert Ludlum. & Merwin Orner 
entation (by arrangement with Jay J: 


pres 





























of three-act comedy-drama by 
Corsaro. Staging ac Ragotzy ettin 
Robert Conle lichting. Charles LaMa 
tin. Stars Shelley Winters; features past 
Morgenstern Marian Seldes rald 
O'Loughlin. Opened May 5, ’59, at the 
North Jersey Playhouse, Fort Lee, NJ 
$3.CO top 
Katy Shellev Winters 
Anton e Marian Seldes 
Alber Gerald O'Loughlin 
Joe Albert Morgenstern 
Gracie lary Laslo 
Misé r Sudie Bond 
Ju r Richard Carafa 
Margaret Schneider Marion Sweet 
As a preliminary tryout. pro- 
ducer Jay Julien has lend-leased 
Frank Corsaro’s drama for a 
three-week stock break-in at the 
North Jersey Playhouse, Ft. Lee, 
N.J., to be followed hy single- 
week stands early this Summer at 
the Tappan Zee Playhouse, Nyack 
N.Y and the Westport ‘(Conn 
Country Playhouse. He then plans 
a regular road tuneup ;tour and a 
Broadway opening in October 
Shelley Winters is starring in the 
tryout and is set for the Broadway 
production 
As caught last week at Ft. Lee 
4 Piece of the Blue Sky” seems 
a promising play, already im- 
proved by two weeks of perform- 
ance and rewriting, but with fur- 
ther < if tion and tightening 
required ts prime asset is the 
central character of the harried, 
courageous and likeable wife 
plaved with insight and persuasive 
skill by Miss Winters 
Perhaps the theme of the drama 
has been obscured in the exten- 
sive rewriting already done. Liter- 
ally, the title refers to a piece of 
a jig-saw puzzle ‘for verisimilitude 
the property man should get a 
genuine puzzle, not one of those 
ridiculously easy children’s kind 
> tiously taken by the hero- 
a sort of gesture of.irrita- 
t her unresponsive down- 
neighbo: Symbolically, it 
ly denstes the romantic 
é at they both sacrifice for 
he e of domestic obligation and 
noral standards 
The part of the heroine has be- 
>\ > dimension, besides a 
-earth sort of gallantry 
he character changes and 
Srows ¢ ing the action of the pla. 
In shor s a real person, with 
| an virtues and failing The 
cale j » Pelham Bay section of 
he Bronx 1934, and the De- 
pres n sense of! desper ration, as 
vell as neighborhood atmos- 
phere, is effectively projected 
The } e, a former dancehall 
girl and thon dancer, grieves 
because he unemployed husband 
e qu his job over a matter of 
pring and wont return un- 
1 the boss apologizes’ cannot af- 
ford to have their small son live 
hen When the husband 
acks under the strain and tries 
to kill her, he is committed to 
Blackw Island, and the wife 
noves vith a sympathetic cou- 
o! LOO! bel W 
These ) e also in a state, it 
ppea the clothing worker 
band’s union is‘on strike and 
le is q ly bringing home work 
tre ] n-union establishment to 
keep g g hile the wife, in an 
e ) ontorted state of guilt 
Ove the death of their infant 
tu ¢ has becom a religious 
! \ a strong sex revul- 
sio After too much delay (for 
heatrical efilectiveness), the two 
upset mates succumb to mutual at- 
traction, and there is a blowup and 
final 1 ‘at least for the moment 
happy ending 
Althe the script Is under- 
t ! to have been cut consider- 
ab it seems over-incidented and 
erlong, and what's more vital, 
t point still needs clari- 
4 and sharpening At least 
oO possibly three, characters 
yuid be eliminated ‘one listed 
n the xf ‘am had already been 
lroppec of last week Also, 
e aut has included a few an- | 
achro! references in the | 
dialo 
Und Jack Rogotzy’s workman- 
ke direction the cast is uneven 
bu generally convincing Miss 
Winters gives a penetrating, skill- 
fuil modulated and paced per- 
ormance that is. consistently 
pl ible and progressively touch- 
ng It ranks with the fine por- 
traval she gave on Broadway sev- 
i] ‘asons ago as the dope ad- 
( S e in “A Hatful of Rain.” 
First-featured Albert Morgen- 
tern is credible and likable as 
e torn-two-ways husband down- 
stail a character that may seem 
offhand to be inconsistently moti- 
vated, but that offers few real 
complications Marian Seldes is 
believable as _ his religiously- 
obsessed wife, an unnervingly taut 
character and a_ difficult role. 
Gerald O'Loughlin plays the 
heroine’s psychopathic husband 
passably, but without conveying! 


Review 


the incipient hysteria of the first 
scene or the pathetic anxiety-to- 
please of the finale. 

Mary Laslo is properly obnoxi- 
ous as a mischievously nosey, gos- 
sipy neighbor, and Richard Carafa 
is acceptable as her understand- 
ably irritaled young son, presum- 
ably included by the author to 
show the heroine’s love of chil- 
dren But Sudie Bond makes 
nothing of the caricature bit part 
of the gossip’s eccentric compan- 
ion, and Marion Sweet is thwarted 
by the expendable bit of the 


heroine's posse sister-in-law. 

The single apartment setting and 
the Depression-economy costumes 
lo authentic Attendance at the 
performance last Wednesday (20) 
was about two-thirds of capacity, 
indicating a possible life-saver for 
the economically-pressed stock 
venture just across the Hudson 


River from Manhattan. Hobe. 


Robbins’ ‘U.S.A.’ Troupe 
To Dance in Europe 


order of business for 
Jerome Robbins, with the Ethel 
Merman show, “Gypsy,” behind 
“eg is his second summer produc- 
tion of “Ballets: U.S.A.,” which 
in 1958, open at the Festival 


ssive 






The next 


Wil as 


of Two Worlds, the Gian-Carlo 
Menotti — in Spoleto, Italv. 

Thereaf the Robbins unit will 
play Paris, p iden cig Berlin, Athens, 
Salzburg. Edinburgh and probably 
other dates. It will go behind the 
Iron Curtain to appear in Warsaw, 
and will also hit Belgrade, Jugo 
sia ia 

Works in the new summer edi- 
tion will include an untitled piece 
set to a new score of Aaron Cop- 
and. The Robbins dancers for the 
overseas jaunt will include Tom 
Abbott, Robert Bakanic, Jamie 
Bauer, Muriel Bentley, Wilma Cur- 
ley, Patricia Dunn, Larry Gradus, 
John Jones, Gwen Lewis, Erin 
Martin, Jane Mason Christine 
Maver, Michael Maule, Barbara 
Milberg, James Moore, Jay Nor- 
man, Bill Reilly, Doug Springler, 
Beryl Towbin-and James White. 


Drop Jimmy Savo Show 
Before London Opening 





London, May 25 
“Savo-Fair,” the Jimmy Savo 
evue, was cancelled the day before 


its scheduled opening last Wednes- 


day (20) at the Fortune Theatre 
ere Anna Deere Wiman, the 
how’s American producer, felt the 
production wasn’t ready and that 
the material was too thin for West 
End audience 

Savo. who scripted the vehicle 
in which he was to have starred, 
said, “] knew there were produc- 


tion difficulties. 1 wanted a British 


director to bridge the gulf between 
American and British humor, but 
Miss Wiman insisted on having an 
American director.” The _ stager 
Roy Pascal, was engaged by Savo 
as his assistant 








THE BUSHKILL PLAYHOUSE 


HAS A VACANCY 


for a good publicity and pro- 
motional man or woman from 
June 15th to Labor Day. Own 
car is necessary. Apply di- 
rect to Harold Auten, Bush- 
kill, Pennsylvania. 













































| 87:h and Riverside Drive TR 3-6200 


The Park Crescent 


Very desirable 3'4 room terrace 
apartment, facing south, river 
view. Living room, twe bed- 
rooms, two bathrooms. Ga 
kitchenette, free utilities, het 

service. Restaurant, reof sun 
deck, tennis, handball eourts, 
golf driving tee, swimming pool. 
5th Avenue bus at door. Con- 
venient all transportation. 


Call Mr. Reck, Maneger. 
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) 
of China, 
lect, region, and custom of the} 


vast sub-continent only 100 miles | 


across the water. The snowballing | 
influx of refugees, more than two | 
million since the Communist sweep 
of the mainland in 1949, has made | 
Taiwan a kind of China-in-a-nut- 
shell 

A great many of BCC’s personnel 
represent this diversified origin 
Because many radio, technical, 
and engineering terms would be 
incomprehensible to persons speak- 
ing different Chinese dialects, and 
because many of the staff were 
trained in the U.S. and Europe as 
well as mainland China, English is 
a highly practical working lan- 
guage 

“Apart from some government- 
contract work—special public serv- 
ice programs and overseas broad- 
casts to the China mainland and 
the rest of Asia—we get our in- 
come from commercials, what you 
call spots, I guess. There are no 
sponsored programs per se. We go 
in for the soft-sell, permit no sing- 
ing commercials. We take our 
commercials more seriously.” 


Non-Competitive 

As an example, Jimmy cited a| 
tvpical commercial for electric 
fans. one of dozens of household 
appliances now manufactured in 
Taiwan. The announcer would 
briefiv explain why fans in general 
are good for household ventilation, 
which is conducive to good health 
and comfortable living, well worth 
their initial investment. “Since we 
only have one company making 
fans,” Jimmy adds wryly, “there is 
no point in annoying the listeners 
with our frenzy to sell. Besides 
it would be un-Chinese.” What if 
there were several competing com- 
panies? “It would still be un- 
Chinese,” Jimmy replied. 

A good many BCC programs are 
educational, sustained either by 
the government or by the “spot” 
advertisers. Programs teach home 
economics improved farming 
methods, hygiene and sanitation 


Since a knowledge of English is 
necessary not only in the high 


schools and colleges, but also for 
anyone ambitious enough to seek 
a career in the government or the 
military, the daily English instruc- 
one of the most popular pro- 
There are lectures on ele- 
and abstruse elements of 
philosophy, world affairs, 
national problems, the latest sit- 
uation on Mainland China, which 
is the prime focus of both current 
interest and past memory for a 
lar ent of the audience. 

Musical programs run a gambit 
strange western ears: the bang- 


tion i 
grams 
mentary 
Chinese 


e seen 


to 


ing cymbals, drums, and esoteric 
instruments of Chinese music, pro- 
ducing sounds dissonant and con- 
trasting, followed perhaps by a 
Strauss waltz or two, some scenes 
fro Chinese opera, the  high- 


pitched falsettos of the performers 
ringing the last tremulo of drama 


from the familiar, much beloved 
lines. Then, without much notice, 
rock-and-roll and other “popular” 
songs As in America, educators 
bemoan the influence of the Pres- 
ley ‘But we can do nothing 
a t that.’ Jimmy adds. “The peo- 
ple know what they want and they 
don't hesitate to write or even 
phone.” 
Humorous Taiks 

Perhaps the greatest listenership, 
he vel is to BCC’s “variety 
sho , ch span the 18-hour 
broadcasting day from 6 a.m. on 
Among them are “Morning Park,” 
wherein Pan Chi-yuan, 37, inter- 
sperses umorous' talks” with 


short pieces of classical music; his 


most exciting recent adventure was 
a phone call from a frantie mother 
wose baby had swallowed a kev: 
w'thout hesitaion, Mr. Pan broad- 
cast an appeal to any nearby doctor 
to hasten to her house. This was 
don e, and BCC is as proud as Mr 
Pan of the accomplishment. 

\liss Wang Mei, 25, is the house- 
wife's friend, answering questions 

elat to health and emotion 
confusions,” creator of the “Electric 
Brain Matrimonial Selector.” in 
which IBC techniques are used to 
match letters from male and 
female listeners; introductions fol- 
low later, in many cases seconded 


by the marriage ceremony itself 
On “Swect Home” Miss Pai Yin, 
26, and Mr. Chao Kang, 33, play a 
married couple who tell stories, 
teach new songs, and tell children 
t to behave. The 


Formosa’s Soft-Sell Radio 
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representing every dia- juvenile listeners are encouraged 


to phone the program and sing 
their own songs, by telephone, over 
the air. Most popular recent 
| songs: Sister Moon, Shooting Down 
the MIGs, Bee and the Butterfly, 
Only If I Grow Up. 

“The Quiz Show,” featuring Ting 
Ping-sui, 42, is perhaps the island's 
most popular show, since it is 
broadcast on the Monday follow- 
ing the Saturday on which it is 
in the BCC 
“This makes for a lot 
of discussion over the week-end on 
what are the correct answers. 


| Questionable effect on office work- 


ers who discuss it during working 


| hours on Monday.” 


| haps more to the FM 


“slanted per- 
but is 
now a nine-year feature_of the 


“Sunday Drama” 


BCC, geared to requests from list- | 
of the} 


eners. I asked for a list 
most popular American dramas in 
all that time, and was promised it 
the next day. The list was duly 
delivered by one of Jimmy's re- 
search assistants, and here it is 
verbatim: 

The Old Man and the Seca 

The Glass Menagerie 

The Tea Party and Sympathy. 

Recently a group of BCC per- 
formers had a special four-hour 
show to raise funds for entertain- 
ing the Nationalist troops on tile 
offshore islands. They raised 
nearly $7,000, an enormous sum 
by local standards. 

Besides BCC, which far and 
away the largest, there are perhaps 
a dozen other broadcasting compa- 


is 


nies on the island. In addition 
there are government stations 
broadcasting to mainland China 


and elsewhere in the world. On the 
China mainland the constant ex- 
hortations of the Communist news- 
papers against the Nationalist 
Chinese radio testify to its listen- 
ership and effectiveness. 

The BCC itself devotes much of 
its own time and resources to such 
government-contract work. One of 
its most effective international 
programs is the “Little Dragon” 
show; up to recently an American, 
Frank Huntley, broadcast anti- 
Communist jokes in English, inter- 
spersed with rock-n-roll records, 
to an audience of Chinese. Bur- 
mese, Thais, Indo-Chinese, Malays, 
Indians, Indonesians, and Japanese 
in the “rim” countries of Asia. 
Huntley has just returned to the 
U.S., but the show goes on under 


the aegis of a young man called 
Eddie Tan, whose origins are as 
numerous as his eight languages 
including side-of-the mouth Eng- 


lish. 
In a country where costs would 
be staggering, television is still on 


the far horizon, somewhere in the 
talking stage—so radio still retains 
the entire home audience. There is 
neither a Gallup nor a Nieisen to 
estimate the size of audiences for 
specific programs. but the blare 
of loudspeakers is now one of 
China’s eternal and constant 
sounds. 

Because Electrification is well- 
night complete on the 250-mile- 
long island, whose 13,800 square 
miles make it about the size of 
Maryland, even the tiniest farm- 
house has electric lights and a 
radio. Strangely enough in this un- 
literary age, radio’s chief rival in 


Taiwan is the printed word: books 











and newspapers. The literacy rate 
is 91°, very high for Asia, and 
mounting steadily. 

=a Continued from page 1 eee, 
would provide the necessary fi- 
nancing (in return for the closed- 
tv and ancillary rights) for a pro- 
moter who brought in the right 


package. 

There are signs that Kahn is al- 
ready practicing what he is preach- 
ing. TelePrompter coin made pos- 
sible the recent Floyd Patterson- 
Roy Harris fight which was pro- 
moted by Bill Rosensohn, a former | 
TelePrompter executive. In addi- | 
tion, Kahn offered to put up a| 
$225,000 guarantee to Carmen Ba-! 
silio to meet Sugar Ray Robinson | 
for the middleweight title. | 

Wide Open ? 

The break-up of the Internation- | 
al Boxing Club via antitrust de- |! 
crees has momentarily resulted in 
a stale of confusion in the fisticuff | 
industry, a situation that has made 
possible the type of operation that | 


| Kahn envisions. Previously the en- | 


| trenched boxing promoters, and 
primarily the IBC, dominated the 
| boxing business. Sports writers and 


others associated with the boxing 
industry have long claimed that 
the advent of television, 
resultant twice weekly televised 
televised bouts, brought about the 
present low state of the cauli- 
flower industry, 

However, Kahn believes that the 
new pattern will be the saviour of 
the boxing business. First, Kahn 
explains, a contender for a cham- 
pionship will now have a source to 
come to without having “io give 
up a piece of his contract to get 
into the big money circle.’ This 
was an obvious reference 
deals that allegedly had to be made 
by fighters with gangster elements 
in order for them to get an import- 
ant, money-making buut. Secondly, 
Kahn adds, the availability of the 
new financing will stimulate more 
main card fights, with possibly 
five or six championship fights be- 
ing staged annually for closed-cir- 
cuit. Moreover, Kahn adds, pos- 
sibly 30 to 40 arenas carrying the 
closed-tv fight would also present 
preliminary live bouis thus stimu- 


| lating new interest in boxing. He | 
figures that the top fight. although 
presented’ electronically, would 


| serve as the lure to bring fans back 


to the local fight arenas. 

Kahn's plan is not entirely 
unique. WLW, the Crosley tv sta- 
tion in Cincinnati, is presently op- 
erating as a wrestling promoter. 


The station owns the local arena 
and packages the matches destined 
for tv viewing. It’s conccivable 


that TelePrompter may expand its 
activities similarly and get into the 
real estate business by renting or 
buying local arenas SO as to as- 
sure itself of outlets for the closed- 
tv fights. 

The concentration on closed-tv 
does not rule out TelePrompter as 
a factor in the presentation of 
fights for home-tv also. The break- 
up of the IBC, which he!d most or 
the tv pacts, has opened the field 
to other firms. Kahn has stated 
that TelePrompter “might be a fac- 
tor in that too.” He considers the 
closed-tv or pay-tv fighis the 
frosting which assures the econom- 
ic structure of the boxing busi- 
ness.” At most, he believes that 
five or six fights a yeer will be 
presented on a pay bas's because 
“fights make fights” and that the 
remainder of the less important 
fights will be seen on home tv. 
“The public will pay for certain 
fights,” he stressed. 


“as 
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— 
and travel to conventions abroad 
The specific prohibitions are listed 
in the bill. 


Authors of it are Sens. Joseph 
S. Clark (Pa.), Paul H. Douglas 
Iil.), Eugene J. McCarthy (Minn.), 
William Proxmire ‘Wis.) and Ed- 
mund Muskie (Me.) 

It’s the first time such a bill has 


been before Congress, 
Rep, Edith Green (D-Ore.) once 
proposed a bill which would have 
eliminated all entertainment ex- 
penses of any type as tax deduc- 
tions. It was too broad for Con- 
gress; it got nowhere. 

Of the five liberal Democrats 
advocating major cutbacks in 


with the | 


to the | 


although | 


“lux. | 
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Ottawa Journal Sold 
Majority ownership of the Otta- 
wa Journal has been sold to the 
Sifton chain of Canadian dailies, 


which includes Winnipeg Free 
Press. Editorial contro! remains 
with Grattan O'Leary, president, 


and I. Norman Smith, v.p 
Journal, second largest in cir- 

culation (about 70,000) of the 

Canadian capital's two English- 


language dailies, is politically in- 
dependent Conservative 

After the Ottawa Citizen signed 
an American Newspaper Guild 
|contract several years ago, the 
Journal inked what was deemed 
a substandard one. However, when 
the pact expired it again fought 
the Guild 
| Guild is still out at the Journal, 
although it’s solid at the Citizen. 
which is connected with but not 
owned by the Southam chain (‘in- 
cluding Winnipeg Tribune). 
the past three months Journal had 
largest total circulation, with Citi- 
zen long highest in urban sales. 





J. M. Synge Biog 

“J. M. Synge (1871-1909),” by 
David H. Greene and Edwecd M. 
Stephens (Macmillah; $6.95), is the 
tardy but definitive biography of 
the great Irish playwright, best- 
known in America for his “Playboy 
of the Western World.” When 
Synge died in 1909 his brother, 
Edward, controlled his papers and 
records, and refused to permit ex- 
amination by biographers. In 1939 
the material was inherited by a 
nephew, Edward M. Stephens, who 
was writing his recollections of 
his uncle. He asked David H 
Greene to collaboraie with him on 
a full-length bio. Stephens died 
in 1955, and his widow made all 
Synge material ilable to 
Greene. 

Despite involved ys, 
book is an excellent siudy of the 
dramatist. Greene was in Dublin 
as a travelling Harvard fellow, 
when he met Stephens in '39. He 
received a Rockefeller grant to 
write this book. Currently, he 
associate professor of English at 
N.Y.U., and editor of “An Anthol- 
ogy of Irish Literature” for Mod- 
ern Library. His Gaelic savvy 
brings sparkle to his interpreta- 
tion of Synge’s writing; but he has 
also drawn.a fine portrait of the 
dramatist’s stormy personal life 

Rodo 
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| Glasgow Record’s Readership 

Glasgow Daily Record, a Scottish 
morning tabloid controlled by 
Daily Mirror Newsparers of Lon- 
don, now has a daily circulation o! 
437,455 or a 100,000 increase ove! 
sules at the start of 1956. Figure 
was disclosed at the firm's recent 
annual meet in Glasgow 

Boost in readership note- 
worthy in light board chairman 
Clement B. Livingstone’s comment 
that in Scotland, as in many othe: 
places, the general trend in circula- 
tion of morning and evening news- 
papers had been downwards. 

Sunday Mail, a weekend sheet 
also publishee by the Daily Mirror 


is 


¢ 
aha 


group, reportedly is maintaining 
readership in scess of 600,000 
copies. 
CHATTER 
Guy Cunliffe, 55, business edi- 
tor of the Montreal Gazette, died 
Thurs. (21) in that city. 


John Berg. former promotion art 
director of Gentlemen’s Quarterly 
and Coronet mag, joins Escapade 
mag June 1 as art director. 


American Periodicals Corp. au- 








Until | 


| Syndicate, 


and advertising art in Philadel- 
phia. 

American Book Co. of New 
York changed iis capital stock 
from $10,000,000, at $50 par value, 
to 500.000 shares at $20 par value 
according to a certificate filed in 
Albany 

Don Gold, ex-Down Beat and 
now Playboy mag promotion staff- 
er, is editing the autobiog of jazz 
trumpeter Lee Collins. who's been 
ailing in Chicago for several years 
and unable to work. 

Wives Publications Inc. author- 
ized to conduct a publishing busi- 
nes n New York with capital 
stcc s ~f $1,000 at $1 par value. 
Di: rs are Ellery W. Mann Jr., 
Ricard K. Bleser and John E. 
Bisseau. 

Novelist Nelson 
with Chicago's Pennington Press 
for his next book, a non-fiction 
work due around Oct. 15 and titled 
“The World of Nelson Algren.” 
Magazine photos Art Shay has been 
assigned the pictorial illustrations. 

H. R. Wishengrad, former edi- 
‘or of Overseas News Agency and 
more recently heading up Editors 
has joined Bridgeport 
Sunday Herald as executive editor, 
Fred M. Hechinger, associate pub- 
lisher of Herald and education ex- 


Algren signed 


pert, is going to N. Y. Times. 
Whitehorn Publishing Co., has 
been set up in Long Beach, Cal., as 


a publishing house for West Coast 
writers, with product, on a royalty- 
paying basis, slated for national 
distribution Renee Taylor, pre- 
viously with various publishers in 


N.Y., is editor and manager of all 
| operations 

David H. Beeile. editor of the 
Albany Knickerbocker News, last 
week accepted a _ certificate of 
merit awarded by the National 
Assn. for Mental Health. Accolade 
spotlighted the daily’s “outstand. 
ing service rendered to the com- 


is | 


recent support of the 
the Albany County 
Board 


munity” for 
formation of 
Mental Health 
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Moscow Film Fest 
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hand, there has been bitter Con- 
gressional criticism of the film pact 
with the Russians which is stymied 
anyway as a result of the U. S. 
Treasury's insistence on the 30° 
withholding tax on the Soviet take. 

The MPEA, for a variety of rea- 
sons, isn’t happy with the Moscow 
affair. First all, it’s annoyed 
over the fact that the Soviets put 
out invites to the fest via diplo- 
matic channels even before the 
Federation had a chance to act. 
Secondly, the Americans sense an 
“arrangement” between the Soviets 
and several other nations. It’s al- 
ready known that the Russians 
have agreed to purchase and dis- 
tribute all films entered in the fest, 
which the Yanks consider a poor 
precedent 

Then, too, there is the conviction 
that the Soviets wiil not allow 
such an occasion to pass by without 
giving it the provacanda treat- 
ment. Here the U. S. reps feel 
that the Russians must tread care- 
fully since, from their comments at 


of 


the Cannes film festival, it’s ob- 
vious that they want the Moscow 
competition to become a perma- 
nent event 

In their more candid moments, 
the Americans admit that they fear 
that. even without spouting “the 
line,” the Soviets will succeed in 


| turning the Moscow fest into a ter- 


| Soviets 


| Fact 


ury” business expense account de- t} 

Bence : fae 1orized to conduct a printing and 
ductions, two, Douglas and Mc- publishing business in New City 
Carthy, are members of the Senaie Y. Capital stock is 100 shares, 
Finance Committee which handles | no par value. 
all tax legislation. Quentin A. Whittier, assistant 

_Clark, principal sponsor of the general manager of the Lewiston 
bill among the group. said he rec-|(Me.) Daily Sun and Lewiston 
ognizes the economic difficulty | Evening Journal since 1946, upped 
faced by night clubs today and/to general manager 
pointed out that he voted last vear Holiday mag walked off with 
to cut the 20° cabaret tax in half.| five of the 12 first-place gold | 
The reform, Jong sought by! medals at the Art Directors Club's 
niteries, was defeated. 24th annual exhibit of editorial 

—— pe peepee 
American News Co. and its wholly-owned subsidiary, Union 


News Co. have denicd charges by 


the Federal Trade Commission 


that the two companies coerced magazine publishers and distribu- 


tors, and attempted to coerce 


major 


cigar manufacturers, into 


paying discriminatory promotional allowances. Charges were made 
Feb. 5 by the governmental agency. 


Companies in addition to denying the basic promotional allow- 


ance charge, also maintain that 


the FTC.complaint does not de- 


fine a line of commerce or state a cause of action upon which the 


FTC may grant relief. 


Union News Co. 
gage in interstate commerce and 


claims that it does not en- 
therefore the FTC lacks juris- 


diction and asks dismissal of the complaint on these grounds. 


rific propaganda coup. With the 
curtain up for so long, werld curi- 
osity re what's going on inside 
Russia is still very great and the 
are seen having little 
trouble getting peopie to come. 
Apart from that, the Russians ad- 
mittedly will try to outdo all other 
fests, which they can do via theit 
unlimited  state-provided funds. 
that the fest is to be held 
within Kremlin wal!s won't hurt 
the publicity angle either 

Soviet rep at Cannes said that, 
in addition to the screenings at the 
Kremlin theatre, eight additional 
Moscow houses would be requisi- 
tioned to show pix within the 


| frame of the fest 


that, 


i left to 


There’s some opinion in N. Y. 
if the U. S. Government de- 
cides that participation in Moscow 
is desirable, this should not be 
individual companies, but 
should be done on ; “official” 
level, with Washington sharing the 
responsibility for the selection of 
the films to be shown, extent of 
fest events, etc. 


n 


participation in 
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Broadway 


Following Met Opera road tour 


mour Berns, here this week and 
last to mount their new comedy 
“Mr. and Mrs.” at Hinsdale Theatre 


Robert Merrill sings June 14 for) 48 the strawhat season's opener. 


| 


Ed Sullivan telecast. 
Nationa! Artists alumnus Rich- | 

ard O’Harra has, joined Lillian 

Libman, concert publicist. 

Chic Johnson selling off 1,000 
acres he owns at Kent, N.Y. but 
only, he says, to young people. 

Eileen Farrell sails today (Wed.) 
on Queen Elizabeth. Sings at Al- 
bert Hall, London June 11, in 
Milan June 25-26, then at Spoleto. 

“The Performing Arts” is title 
of a publication being issued for 
and by Lincoln Center. Issue six 








was devoted to the ground-break- 
ing. 

Met coloratura Roberta Peters 
off to Europe on May 31 for RCA} 
recordings with the Vienna Phil-| 


Show’s run, which starts Monday 
(1), coincides approximately with 


| Skelton's stand at the Chez Paree 


Marilyn Maxwell, Steve Dunne and 
Jackie Coogan have the leads in 
the pre-Broadway tryout. 


Alaska 
The Elmendorf Theatre Guild of 
Elmendorf Air Force Base here 
presented “The Diary of Anne 
Frank.” 
Anchorage film patrons getting 
ready for the arrival of John 


| Wayne. He comes for filming of 


“The Alaskans.” 
This USO revue plays at Elmen- 


harmonic. Erich Leinsdorf will be|@orf Air Force Base here from 


on the podium 

Rise Stevens has signed with the 
William Morris Agency for all | 
fields except concerts. 
Artists Management pact applies 
in latter area. 

Harry Anger, GAC tv exec, hos- 
Pitalized yesterday (Tues.)_ at 
Roosevelt Hospital for observation, 
and was said to be in fair condi- 
tion. He was taken ill on the job. | 

International Society for the | 
History of Ideas Inc. has been 
chartered as a non-profit member- 
ship organizetion. Ramsen & 
Bogaty of N.Y. were filing attor- | 
neys at Albany 

Loew's Theatres has made ar- 
rangements to take ticket orders at 
neighborhood and suburban houses | 
for the Patterson-Johansson heavy- | 
weight championship fight at 
Yankee Stadium on June 25. | 

Mike Sweeley, c/o Hurok office, | 
is handling press for the Caramoor 
Music Festival which comes up for 


14th summer at Katonah, N.Y. 
June 20-July 5. Sweeley is exec | 
director of Rosen Foundation 


Bridgehampton Enterprises has 
been authorized to concuct «.: 
entertainment business in Old 
Westbury, L.I. Capital stock is 
$10,000. Edwin H. Krom, of Wall 
Street, a director and filing attor- | 
ney 


Supermarket Theatres Inc. has 


been authorized to conduct an) 
amusement business in Great} 
Neck Estates, Nassau County. | 


Capital stock is 100 shares, no par 
value. Directors are c/o attorney 
Mark S. Gilberr of Manhattan. 

American Ballet Theatre (Lucia 
Chase-Oliver Smith), which has 
been idle lately, will mount an eve- | 
ning of its works for the Lewisohn | 
Stadium on June 27, a Saturday. 
Kenneth Schenmerhorn will con- 
duct. Alicia Alonso and Igor Youse- 
vitch heading the dancers. 

Mike Mazurki, sereen actor and | 
one-time wrestler, will be honored | 
by his hometown Cohoes, N.Y. | 
Rotary Club with a “night” at the 
Colonie Musical Theatre, Latham, | 
N.Y., in “Li'l Abner,” June 28. | 
Mazurki is in Marilyn Monroe's | 
latest film, “Some Like It Hot.” 

Asadata Dafora native dancers 
appear June 7 at the Club 65 in the | 
Village from 7-12 p.m. for a Dance 
Festival for the African Academy 
of Arts & Research Inc. It's a bene- 
fit for African House on 140th 
Street which has been ordered to 
install sprinklers by Fire Dept. | 

Richard Tucker, Metropolitan | 
Opera tenor, is recipient of the! 
June 9 National Interfaith Celeb- | 
rity Award of the Washington | 
Interfaith Committe 
wpresentatives of the Almas Tem- | 
ple (Shrine order). B’nai B'rith and 
Knights of Columbus. 
winners were Joe E. Brown and 
George Jessel 


Chicago 
(Delaware 7-4984) 

Herb Kraus named p.r. counsel 
for Edgewater Beach Hotel. 

Jimmy Lee, onetime Chez Paree 
line singer, now in the nitery’s 
Key Club. 

Adams 
combined 
in Lincoln Park. 

Judy Garland returns in her one- 
woman show on Monday (1) at 
Opera House for seven nights. 

Singer Gary Mann doubling this 
summer eat Flint (Mich.) Music 


Bros. and Sells Bros. 


circus played weekend | 


|}early May to June 1. 


Columbia | © : 
| featuring 
| Woods and Joe Waterman. 


j}and Gags” 
| Alaskan 
|He’s on stage at least seven times 
| during the 90-minute show. 


| changing name 


| distrib. But it is still in the talki 
| stage 


d | (“Thunder : 
Previous | Argentine pic, in 16th week at the 





Theatre and on WGN-TV’s “Fran 
Allison Show.” - 

Sidney Blackmer, operator of the 
Hinsdale 
opening Monday, 
Gotham to continue in “Sweet Bird 
of Youth.” 

Art Institute, as parent of Good- 
man Memorial Theatre, giving 
comps to its entire membership 


due to plane in for the} 
then back to! 


It also will 
play at remote sites. 

Whitey’s Western Swingsters, 
urrently at the New State Club, 
Whitey Pullen, Pick 


Gil Lamb tops the USO’s “Girls 
revue ¢urrently touring 
Commaiid installations 


Johnny Cash, western music 


| radio, tele and recording star, will 
| head benefit show to be held June 
| 2-3 by the Spenard Volunteer Fire 


Department here. It will be pro- 
duced by Whitey Pullen, local en- 
tertainer. 


Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 

(66 Avenue Breteuil; SUF 5920) 

Raymond Rouleau to direct 10 
vidpix for U.S., starring Ingrid 
Bergman. 

Jose Greco & Co. getting fine 
reviews for the excellent Hispano 
terping at the Palais De Chaillot 

Jean Renoir wiN make his next 
pic, “The Breakfast in Park,” on 
site of the house of his famed 
painter father. 

Roberto Rossellini directs his 
first play in Paris next season. It 
is based on Erskine Caldwell's 
“Finger of God.” 

Billy Wilder, Jack Lemmon, 
Harold Mirisch and I.A.L. Diamond 
in for a press showing of “Some 
Like It Hot” (UA). 

Peter Shaffer's London legit hit, 


|“Five Finger Exer¢ise,” will play 


Paris next season in an adaptation 
by Constance Colline. 
Champs-Elysees fhitery Mocambo 
to Shocking for 
lure. It continues 


more tourist 


| name acis as well as strippers 


Ludmilla Tcherina may dance 
with the Roland Petit Ballet De 
Paris “Cyrano De Bergerac” when 
it goes to the U.S. next season. 

Cannes Fest Grand Prize gar- 
nerer, the French “Orfeu Negro,” 
may go to Columbia for worldwide 


no 
nes 


William Perlberg and George 
Seaton through on a European 
swing to set up exteriors for their 
1960 production, “The Counterfeit 
Traitor,” based on the career of 
the noted World War II spy Erick 
Erickson. 


Santiago 
Julio Lanzarotti, editor of 
Ercilla mag, off on SAS junket to 


e, composed of | Stockholm and Cairo. 


entre las Hojas” 
the Leaves” 


“El Trueno 


Among 


Ritz. 

Longhair season got off to a fly- 
ing start when the Chilean Phil- 
harmonic Orch appeared at Real 
Theatre. 

Joselito in for personal with his 
“Saeta del Ruisenor’ film at the 
Central, Santa Lucia, 
Oriente and Las Lilas. 

Chilean Symphony, under the 
tutelage of the musical extension 
institute of University of Chile, 
had its opening May 15 at the 


Astor. 
Athens 


By Rena Velissariou 
(44 Tinou St., Tel. 814348) 

Amparo Renkel’s Revue at the 
Castro. 

Kamer Trio in from West Ger- 
many for a recital in Athens and 
other Greek cities. 

Danny Dauberson at the Mo- 
cambo. Carmellita Meller and Duo 
Barzack due on next bill. 

American pianists Luboschultz 
and Nemenov are expected here 
this month for a recital at Athinon 


of 23,000 to special performance of | Theatre. 


Goodman's production of “Imagi- 
nary 


U.S. film producer Al Rosen 


Invalid,” in which Murray/| here to discuss the filming of the 


Matheson is Starring. It’s the first} EOKA struggle in Cyprus with its 
time the art institution has made | leader General Grivas. 


such a promotional gesture on be- 
half of the theatre. 


| 


“Tea and Sympathy” is ending 
this year’s program of Kyvelis 


Red Skelton’s tv braintrust, pro-| Theatre with Aliki in leading role 
ducer Cecil Barker, writer Sher-| after her long absence from the 
wood Schwartz. and director Sey-,| Greek stage. 


London 


(COVent Garden 0135/6/7) 

Maurice Cowan signed up the 
screen rights of John Mortimer’s 
click comedy, “Call Me a Liar.” 

George Brandt’s production of 
“Detour After Dark” moves in to 





the Fortune Theatre early in June. 


Cary Grant in briefly to visit 
friends and discuss filming Hugh 


| Williams’ stage comedy, “The Grass 


Imperio, | 


Is Greener.” 

Mary Preston rehearsing to take 
over temporarily from Chita 
Rivera in “West Side Story,” who 
wants a vacation 

Tommy Trinder planed to Ger- 
many this week for a two-day stint 
entertaining the Royal Airforce at 
the Malcolm Clubs. 

The Robin Fox Partnership got 
the London rights of Broadway 
play “A Majority of One.” Presen- 
tation set for the fall. 

Eddie Constantine, Pier Angeli 
and Eva Bartok back from the 
Canary Islands where they've been 
shooting “S.O.S. Pacific.” 

Elizabeth Taylor and 
gomery Clift guested at a 
cocktailery prior to starring 
5 Spiegel's “Suddenly, 


Mont- 
press 
on 
Last 





Theatre which 
tomorrow (28) with “Lock 
Up Your Daughters” was on view 
to the press at a wine party at- 
tended by the cast 

Maurice Winnick shipped to N.Y 
for two-week tv chats with the 
Goodson-Todman outfit. Restaura- 
teur Harry Meadows also due there 
this week on talent prowl. 

Great Britain Variety Club stag- 
ing a charity race meeting in the 
fall at Sandown horse track. An- 
nual golf match between the Vari- 
ety Club and the Water Rats is 
Sunday (31) 


opens 


Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 
(Grosse Schitfgasse 1A 
Tel. 356156 
N. Y. Philharmonic will partici- 
pate Aug. 16 at Salzburg Festivals 
American Edmond _ Hurshell 
inked to appear in Eugen d’Albert's 
“Tiefland.” 
Kirchschlag 
holding Passion 
the summer. 
Volksopera will produce Dimitri 
Shostakovich’s opera, “Lady Mac- 


Lower Austria 
Plays throughout 


in 


beth in a village,” next season 
Hans George Heim, who worked 
for Walt Disney, in charge of new 


Trick-Film studio of locai Schoen- 
brunn company 

Stephanus Film Co 
Catholic Film Guild 
cultural short, depicting 
Emperor Maximilian 

City of Graz, Styria, decided to 
tear down the old legiter and build 
an entirely new structure for the 
Provincial legit theatre. 

Jewish Artist Society of the 
Soviet Union gave performance 
on 100th birthday anni of Scholem 
Aleichem in Brahms-Saal. | 

1 , Theatre will present 
1 by Japanese author 
Akutagawa during the next season 


founded by 
working on 
life of 





It’s the first Japanese play here 

Castle Liechenstein, a few miles 
outside of this capital city, giving 
concerts and Weber's opera “Abu 
oe gl in newly built open-air 
OW 

The Little Josefstadt Theatre in 
Konzerthaus will have on its pro- 


gram O'Neill’s “Lord God Brown,” 
T.S Eliot s ‘Family Reunion” and 


Goethe's “Citizen-General } 
Salzburg will be host to a con- 
gress devoted to the subject of 


“opera and ballet in television and 
film,” Aug. 23-29. Delegates from 
30 countries already registered, 


Minneapolis 
By R. Rees 
(4009 X ive. So., WA 6-6955) 

Songstress Chris Connors at Key 


rres 





Club 

Piani Dorothy Donegan at 
Freddie's 

Excelsior Amusement Park 


| McLaren 


| Players strawhat 


Symphony to join Aspen, Colo., 
summer season festival, first- 
named as faculty member succeed- 
ing James Chambers of New York 
Philharmonic. 

Headed by Dentley Haugesog, 
formerly with Billy May and Ray 
McKinley orchs, logally organized 
Dent-Lee jazz group'into Lakeview 
ctub. ¢ 

First roller derby here in many 
years opened at Auditorium May 
99 

Dizzy Gillespie to open at Fred- 


die’s after completion of extensive 
improvements 


Portland, Ore. 


Nellie Lutcher at the Cloud 
Room. 

Paul Desmond is playing the 
Frontier Room. 


Construction on the gigantic 
Memorial Coliseum is being rushed, 
with lots of sport and other events 
already booked 

Sheraton Hotel is going into 
final stages of construction with 
preem set for this fall. The Hilton 
is set to get under way July 1 

City promises to be flooded with 
big time shows this summer with 
shows inked for Oregon Centennial 


Exposition Arena June through 
September. The Jerry Lewis Show 
is set for Paramount, July 14-15 


Ballet Espanol plays the Par July 
28. “My Fair Lady” is set for the 
Aud, Aug. 11-15; Louis Armstreng 
goes into the Par Sept. 14 while 
“Holiday On Ice” is booked for 
the Stadium. 


Toronto 


By Bob McStay 
Pierre Berton of the CBC off to 


| Egypt to interview Nasser 


Jean Beattie resigned from the 
advertising agency to 
edit The Royal York Magazine. 
Mavor Moore, drama critic of 
The Telegram, giving the ritish 
and Continental theatre scene the 


0.0 

Peter Macfarlane and Stan 
Harris to alternate in producing 
the weekly Trans-Canada Hit 
Parade.”’ 

Dennis Stone, former baton- 
wielder at the Indigo Room of 


Barclay Hotel, quit the podium to 
become successful proker 


Charles (Mickey) McGuire of 


Radio & Sales Television Inc., with | 


to managersnip 
office. 

sold the 
of his Cornish 
the Samuel 
restaurant 


headquarters here, 
of their Montreal 

Victor Borge 
Canada franchise 
hen business to 
(Shopsy Shopsowich 
and mailing chain 

In dispute over money, Bobby 
Gimby quit radio’s “The Happy 
Gang” after 12 of its 13 years as 
song-star and trumpeter; will head 
his own tele show 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 
Felix Reinsch, ex-actor and music 
teacher, new manager of Continen- 


trans- 





for its owners’ winter tent theatre 
in West Palm Beach, Fla 

John Kenly installed $23,000 air- 
cooling plant in Packard Music 
Hall in Warren, O., for his Kenley 
season. 

Combo of Shelley Berman and 
harmonicist Larry Adler drew 
hefty crow in Hanna program 
produced by Jean Weinberger and 
Harvey Epstein 

KYW's 
fit show for needy family of Vince, 
local singer who died recenily. Joe 
Finan organized show-topped by 
Jimmy Rodger Connie Francis, 


1 


| Cathy Carr, Carl Perkins and dozen 


opened for season. 

| “Tall Story” selected to open other recording personalities. 

| Minnesota U. Theatre's fall sea- Sg er 

sn | Philadelph 
U. of Minnesota Union's third | ila eip la 

annual “Jazz Workshop” included | By Jerry Gaghan 

five local bands i} (319 N. 18th St.; Locust 4-4848) 
Comedian Herb Shriner headed The Capri will be featured in 


|} and 


St. Paul Women's Institute 
son’s final show. 

Met Opera's four performances 
at 3,600-seat Northrop Auditorium 
complete sellouts via advance mail | 
orders. 

Old Log strawhatter’s 20th an- 
nual summer season to preem| 
June 3, earliest opening in sum- | 
mer stock history here. } 

After songstress Marion Mar-| 
lowe’s current furtnight engage-| 
ment, Hotel Radisson Flame Room 
shutters for summer, 

Composer-pianist 
wood at Freddie’s 

Christopher Leuba, Samuel Flor 
Alan Iglitzin of Minneapolis | 


sea- 


Eddie Hey- 


| cal spot 


the June issue of Holiday Mag. 

Lou Schleiffer’s widow now run- 
ning the booking agency with her 
son, Arnold 

Lou’s Moravian is the only lo- 
sporting a chorus, the 
Louettes, a line of six. 

Mitch De Wood, formerly of 
comedy team of Allen and De- 
Wood, in town as personal man- 
ager of singer Mauri Leighton 

Mrs. Ethelyn Thrasher, who will 
be general manager Sam Handels- 
man’s assistant again at the Play- 


house in the Park, left the V/illiam | 


Goldman organization after a 
year’s tenure as manager of Locust 
St. Theatre. 


| low” 


| legislation 


| Exhib 


tal Art Theatre 

| Cleveland Experimental Theatre, 
headed by Ed Henry, made bow 
with John Duff Stadley’s ‘Way- 
side.” 

Eddie Ryan, once pianist for 
Dorsey Brothers orch, moved his | 
trio from Tudor Arms to Riviera 
Room. 

Jack McCormack new p.a. for 
Musicarnival here, after working 


Hollywood 


Bert Granet back from European 
jaunt. 

Tony Curtis underwent surgery 
on foot. 

Fred Zinnemann due back June 
5 from Sydney. 

Edward G. Robinson in from two 
months abroad. 

Harry AcKerman home from five 
weeks in Europe 

William F. Kelley joined Tele- 
vision Film Assn. 

Bing Crosbys returned from La 
Paz. Baja California. 

Bertil Unger reelected prexy of 
Hollywood Foreign Press Assn. 

Lillie Messenger joined NBC in 
new program development dept. 

Frank Capra kudosed with Air 
Force Assn. Arts & Letters Award. 


Sam Dembow Jr. arrived for 
confabs with C. J. Tevlin on “The 
Bat.” 


Felix Jackson formed new indie 
production unit for tv, radio and 
films 

Stanley W. 
newly-created 
manager. 

Michael Garrison 
Steve Trilling’s assistant 
ner Bros. producer. 

Gilbert Kurland returned from 
seven months on Mexican location 
of “The Unforgiven.” 

King Baudouin of Belgium din- 
ner-hosted by Assn. of Motion Pic- 
ture Producers. 

James Cagney will be hosted 
June 2 by Pennebaker to celebrate 
his 30th anni in films. 

American Cinema Editors tossed 
is ninth annual awards dinner 
dance at Beverly Hills Hotel. 

Jack Hannah exist Walt Disney's 
cartoonery June 1 after 26 years to 
join Walter Lantz as assistant. 

Clark George, of KNXT, won 
the coveted Lee De Forest Award, 
presented only twice previously. 

Gilmor Brown, founder-prexy of 
Pasadena Playhouse, resigned post 


into 
biz 


Wainer steps 
post of KTLA 


upped from 
to War- 


of prexy-supervising director to 
become president emeritus. 
George Cukor set up a $1,750 


yearly fellowship at USC Cinema 
Arts dept., for graduate work in 
any field of motion picture study. 

Jack Webb's Mark VII outfit 
awarded $2,800 in prize coin to 
eight newspaper reporters in a con- 
test for Webb's planned “—30—” 
feature film. 


lreland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
(Dublin 684506) 
Frank O'Toole named prexy of 
Irish Theatre and Cinema Workers 


Union. : 
“Onionhead” (WB) drew “Objec- 
tionable” rating from National 


Film Institute review board 

Brendan Behan to Germany for 
staging of his play “The Quare Fel- 
at Schiller Theatre, Berlin 
government introduced 

to provide grant of 
$700,000 towards reconstruction of 
fire-razed Abbey Theatre. 

Newry (pop. 13,000) nixed show- 
ing of “Farewell to Arms” (20th) 
after single screening at Savoy 
Cinema. Local authority took ac- 
tion, despite censor. certificate. 
substituted “April Love” 


Irish 


20th) 
Hilton 
Joan,” with 


Edwards will stage “St. 
Siobhan McKenna in 
lead, at Paris International Thea- 
tre Festival, opening May 11. Piece 
then tours to Amsterdam, Utrecht, 
The Hague and then Florence on 


one and two-night stands. 


staff put on Arena bene- | 


. 
Palm Springs 
By A. P. Scully 
(Tel. FAirview 4-1828) 
John Payne back to his restless 
gunnery. 
Gabor daughters helped Mama 
close shop for season, 
Jack Benny, Tony Curtis and 
Janet Leigh snapped at Racquet 
Bonaires plugging their For 
You From Palm Springs” album 
In person. 
Nat “King” Cole nosed out Ray 


Shirley Mills and Barry O'Hara 
sparked El Mirador show for City 
of Hope. 


Edith Carlson, Playhouse p.a., 
drydocked with broken hip, has 
gone to Sacramento. 

By Gordon Irving 

(Glasgow: BEArsden 5566) 


“Boy Friend” clicking on tour at 
King’s, Edinburgh. 

Stephen Mitchell presented the 
musical version of “Marigold,” at 
| Aberdeen. 

Rai Purdy, programs director, 
back at desk for Scot indie tv after 
quickie trip to U.S. 

Jack Radcliffe exiting fort- 
nightly tele show at Glasgow be- 
cause of stage job as co-comedian 
jin Howard & Wyndham revue. 
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| ipal Auditorium for the past 20 | of a heart attack May 20 in Chi-| that “when you get home tonight, 


OBITUARIES | 








COL. HARRY A. COLE 
Col. Harry A. Cole, 77, veteran 
atre owner and a founder of 
Allied States Assn. of Motion Pic- 
ture Exhibitors, died May 23 in 
D 
in film section. 
ARTHUR MAITLAND 
Arthur Maitland, 85, a retired 
actor, died May 23 in New York 
He began his career when he was 
20 years old, and retired two years 
His Broadway credits include 
§ vs produced by David Belasco 
and Henry Miller. He also ap- 
peared with Mrs. Minnie Mad- 
dern Fiske and Robert Mantell 
Before World War 1. Maitland 
esta hed } Maitiand Play- 
us@ in San Francisco. He later 
directed the Little Theatre move- 
nt in New Orleans Shreveport 
La "hattanooga, Tenn. and At- 
! Ga. One of the eartiest tv 
f he was seen often around 
1939. But he is best remembered 
f s I o work. where he was 
} as David Harum on the 
“Zeke Swinney show Archie 
Andrews and Dr. Alien on the 
Aunt Jenny” program and also 
the parson on the “Ma Perkins” 
§ , 
H > \ i¢ =U \ ves 
JOSEPH GARRETSON 
Joseph Garretson, 59, Cincinnati 
newsman, radio and tv commenta- 
tor, died there May 20 of a heart 
attack, of which he _ suffered 


several since 1949. His 19 years as 
reporter and columnist for the Cin- 
cinnati Enquirer were interrupted 
by two years of service tn World 
War II as an Army Air Force of- 
ficer. 

He doubled as a WSAI news- 
caster for several years while on 
the Enquirer. In 1952 he became 
columnist for the Cincinnati 
Times-Star, which had his father, 
Joseph Sr., as managing editor 
from 1899 to 1923. After that paper | 


was purchased last July by the 
Scripps-Howard Cincy Post, he 
joined WKRC and WKRC-TV as 
editorial mouthpiece. 


His wife and daughter survive. | 


FRED H. GRIFFITH 
Fred H. Griffith, 75, stagehand 
and comic whose career on Louis-' 


Elmer Baldus 
Billy Berry 

Jean Blackburn 
Peanuts Bohn 
Norma Brown 
Kid Chapman 
Chandler Christy 
Joseph DeSantis 
Harold Diamond 
Ruth Donor 
Ccburn Goodwin 
Ewen Hail 

Ed Hutchinson 
Adelaide Joy 
Charlie King 
Charlotte King 
George Krinog 
Emil Lennard 


Myles Lyons 








SOLDIERS IN GREASE PAINT 


In Memoriam 
1959 





| ville stages dated from the days of | 


that city’s Macauley’s Theatre, | 

died May 18 in Louisville. Despite 
his age, he had not retired. He had 
orked as prop man for the lvro- 

quois Amphitheatre show for 

nearly 20 years, and was plan! 

to do the same this summer 





Aside from his backstage duties 
Griffith did frequent “walkor 
and often did a comic bit a 
the vaude era. Working Louisville 
theatres since 1908, he was cel 
braied for his ingenuity as a prop 
man 

Surviving are his wife 
as several nieces and neph 

LEO F. WOLCOTT 

Leo F. Wolcott, 62, former } 
ident of Allied Independent ‘I - 
tre Owners of Iowa-Nebraska, <« 1 
of a heart ailment May 18 
dora, Ila. Owner-operator of the 
Grand Theatre there, he v 
chairman of Iowa-Nebraska -\llied 

the time of his death 

Wolcott, long active in Allied 
activities, was a board mem)er ol 
National Aliied for yea and 
served on a number of committees 

Surviving are his wife, Caughte 
and son, 

ROBERT WAYNE 

Robert (Duke) Wayne, 55 
former Hollywood direct and 
cameraman, died in San An\onio 
May 19 following a heart atiack. 


Employed at Kelly Air Forc# Base 
at the time of his death, he had 
worked as a public information 
specialist and producer of motion | 
pictures. Prior to coming 
Kelly, he was assistant director 
and cameraman for the ‘Cisco 
Kid” series, 

His wife and daughter survive 


to 


TROY ORR 
Troy Orr, 52, veteran film adver- 
tising-exploiteer, died of a heart 
attack May 21 in Hollywood. He 
was with 20th-Fox, United Artists | 


and Universal-International for 
years. 
His wife survives. 
LOUIS GERBASE 


Louis J. Gerbase, 64, onetime 
theatre manager, died May 18 in! 
Kansas City, Mo., apparently after 
suffering a heart attack. He had) 
been chief usher at K. C.’s Munic- | 


1 


3 


George Mack 
Maxine March 
Renee 

Ben Reuben 
Bob Ripa 

Roy Rognan 
Jack Ross 
Lionel Royce 
Al Sabath 

Val Salata 


Christine Street 





Tamara 

Kay Tyler 

Evelyn Wahl 

Vern Wahl 

William Joseph Walsh 


James Wilder 


Gay Young 


| musician for over 50 


years. Prior to that he managed 
several K. C. film theatres. Among | 
them was the old Liberty, now the | 


cago. Father survives. 


Wife, of Jack Radcliffe, a top 














Roxy on Main St. | Scot comedian, died May 15 in 
Surviving are his wife, son,} Glasgow. 
daughter,, two sisters and two 
brothers. —______— = 
—-- . 
FRED DE BONDY | Bolshoi Bebate 
Fred de Bondy, a vaude pet-| 
former who subsequently became al — Continued from page | Goa 
h “g manager ar — —s a closed mind to a hurricane of 
} oer “= vat le , rhe "St <A propaganda that is eng ' _ 
Van.” He late ! ige 1 country 
Globe Theatre, I delph Althou Castle spoke quit 
as booker ic RKO «¢ not bre Q 1 on t Cana ns 
H. B. Marinelli and John Phillip ny r he I in 
Surviving is his wife Netti O upon. it was clear t 
“ ssistant mar at the old | the Toronto pan¢ s t 
Mastbaum Theatre, Philadeiphia seldom been. Columnist 
areas Cohen of the Toronto 5 
RICHARD M. WHITE ted as moderator, step} 
Richard M. Whit 56, former | eral mes to quiet the d 
I { trombonist, died in Cleve-| ang bring s semblance 
I d May V1 from a heart aliment Well known vi . } 
Cincinnati-born musician forme . te IR 
ly played in WLW studio oreh in | Ons Blunders ind B : 
( nnati and later toured “The Great . 
Kay Kyser band among oth em) ol Amer 
1 recent vears hs a iate rateg) hich he « 
th a Cleveland piano d el remised and staffed, ¢ l 
tric organ siore that producer Cliff 
Survived by and siste CBC and moderator Cohen 
— encouraged him to speal - 
ANDREW O. GIBSON plete frankness. He cert did 
Andrew O. Gibson, 54, secretary Rebuttal amounted to 1 argue 
and treasurer ot Dipson Theatre ment that “art reveals peoples to 
was found dead of a heart attac other peoples” 1 it it was 
at the wheel of his at omobile in healthy and desirable { cultural 
Buffalo last week. Born in Michi- exchange to take place. ( llenged 
gan, he joined the Di: son circuit | 44 state what he was afraid of. Cas 
in 1926 handling its W. Virginia}, 5 “erent Stan ant than 
and Pennsylvania theatres before “® S#@ Propaganda heh 9 
United States > to distinguish 
coming to Buffalo in 1940 ona ; ease -d 
His wife and son survive. he facts, the Canadians wanted to 
know. “That’s not my point. I say 


HAZEL H. HAGE 
Mrs. Hazel H. Hage, songwriter 
who had authored such tunes as 


“My Little Heaven Down in Dev- 
on,” died May 17 in Detroit. She 
also wrote “When a Colleen from 
Killarney Met a Lad from Old 
Tralee” and “I'm on My Way to 
Nowhere.” 

Mrs. Hage for years was a dance 
accompanist. 





MICHAEL PERRONE 
Michael Perrone, 71, longhair 
years, died 
May 18 in Chicago. He played 
with various orchestras in the Chi 
Opera House for 32 years, and had 
also been with the Chi Symphony 
end the Kansas City Philharmonic 

Survived by wife, daughter, and 
three sons. 


FRANK @. JAMES 

Frank L. (Lefty) James, 69, re- 
tired Los Angeles police officer 
known as a “gaengbuster” for his 
activit¥ among the hoods, died 
May 19 in L.A 

Following his retirement several 
years ago, he served as tech: ical 
acviser on a number of gangster 
films. 


WILLIAM W. BRADFORD 


William W. Bradford. 53, vet 
cameraman, died after a lengthy 
iliIness in Hollywood May 18. For 


more than 30 years associated with 
motion pictures, he had been with 
Gene Auiry Roy Rogers in 
recent years. 

Daughter survives. 


and 
and 





HENRY F. NURNBERGER 

Henry F. Nurnberger, 89, vet- 
eran violinist with the Chicago 
Symphony until he retired in the 
30s, died May 21 in Chicago. He 
was a charter member of the Chi- 
cago Federation of Musicians. 

Survived by two daughters and 
two sisters. 


Edward Ball, 69. theatre com- 
missionaire, died May 19 in Edg- 
ware, England. Head doorman at 
the London Palladium till his re- 
tirement last December, he had 
spent 46 years there. 


Wife, 55, of Raymond A. Klune, 


v.p.-general manager of Metro 
Studios, died after lengthy illness 
in Los Angeles Mav 22. Survivors 
also include a son and daughter. | 


Mrs. Jeannette Siegel, widow of 
Fred W. Siegel. Oceanside, Cal 
theatre exhib, died there May 22 
Surviving are two sons, Robert and 
John, both exhibs 


Wife of Earl Long. manager of 
San Francisco’s two first-run AB- 
PT theatres, died May 22 in that 
city. Husband, son daughter 
survive. 


and 


Joseph H. A, Stevens, 83 
time paymaster for the 


one- 
Barnum 


& Bailey Circus, died May 13 in 
South Paris, Me. 

Mother of Larry Market. man- 
ager of United Artists Theatre, 
Inglewood, Cal., died May 15 in 
Evansville, Ind. 

Charles Montclair, 37, Ziv TY 
'propman and former actor, died} 


;for that 


| why open our doors to their prop- 
aganda, why make it easy for them 


to sell us on what nice people they 
are?” 

| Part of the reaction to Castle 
came two davs later in the Star, 


first on page one, then inside under 
Morris Duff's column, “Fireworks 
on TV” in which Duff said in the 
first edition, “surely Cohen and his 
| producers have around long 
enough not to allow an American 
| crackpot to read long speeches...” 
{In the following editions the term 
“an American crackpot” was de- 
leted, made to read “anyone.” Cas- 
tle in a subsequent call from Man- 
hattan suggested to the city desk 
| that the question of the “crackpot” 
reference 
| Star’s management. 

| An unusual phase in the reac- 
tion was the published assertion 
|that Castle's presence, and his use 
of notes, was part of a “fixed pro- 
| gram.” lt is not entirely clear here 
who is supposed to have fixed 
whom, or why. Casthe was invited 
by telephone on Thursday (14) for 
the following Sunday. He refused 
a proferred speakers fee, came here 
at his own expense. He has since 
informed Toronto friends that he 
has received no word of any kind 
from either the CBC or the Star 

When the Canadians introduced 
the subject of McCartnyism, Cas- 
tle stated emphatically that he nev- 
er knew and never approved of 
McCarthy. That he was a Roman 
Catholic did not, said Castle, estab- 
lish a bond with the late Wisconsin 
| senator or his opinions. 

“Fighting Words” was opened 
with a discussion of a comment 
about the Bolshoi being a weapon 
of the Russian state. Who, asked 
the moderator, had made the state- 
ment? One panelist guessed Elsa 
Maxwell. It was actually Irving S 
Levine, former NBC (and VarIety) 
rep in Moscow 


been 





Jack Hellman 


Continued from 


page 2 


tion that such tributes should hon- 
or people while they are still alive 
“Jack,” he said, “please forgive us 
for being a little late. 
“All of us are drau 
common emotion,” 
“fear.” 
“Hellman 
news—or 


i here by one 
he continued— 
has a great nose { 
for opening beer cans, 
matter. He can spot a 
news story the moment he sees it 
in the Hollywood Keporter 
Jack eovers radio and television as 
completely as a bikini on Elsa Max- 
well... his writing style has been 
compared to that of Il. L. Men- 
ken, and quite unfavorably.” 
Speaking of gifts the writers in 
Hollywood had considered award- 
ing Hellman, in their sentimental- 
ity he mentioned “a bow! of water 
that had been walked on by Loretta 


I 


Young” and “10 pounds of pork 
sausage thrown out by Elizabeth 
Taylo: But the writers decided 
on a gift symbolizing Hellman’s 


most frequentl: 
the chips fall whe 


used phrase, “let 
re they iy,” 


be passed along to the 
| 


|co-producer of 


son, Pasadena, Cal 


Jack, you'll find a herd of buffalo 


waiting for you in your back 
yard.” 

Linkletter sallied that “you ca 
not buy Hellman’s column, but the 


rent comes awfully high.” Hellman 





has “never stooped to gossip, ru- 
mor or truth Referring to his 
early years, Linkletter said Hell- 
lan w@s so poor that his Bar 
Mitzvah was c: ed by the Saiva- 
on Army 
He quoted Arth Brisbane as 
ating that if ymeone chained a 
nonkey to a pewriter, eventually 
he’d write an intelligible sentence. 
We're here honor 1 monkey 
‘oday 
West, 3 head of the Hollyw d 
eculives Club, 1 ntioned that 
e group was Hellman’s idea, and 
it Hellman had suggested that as 
iest speake! if only had the 
esident of NBC we'd have a {- 
iicient variet of speakers.”’ Gre - 
est asset of the club e said, is 
tl t doesn ,a ddam thing. 
] eets once evel five vears 
idgingly to pay tribute to - 
he milestone in Jacl caret 
Introducing Pryor and how he 
joined Darrty Variety, West said 
Hellman first turned down the job 
because “he'd rathe be wrong 
than editor Tom said if they're 
not too fussy about the truth, ‘that's 
the job for me’ 


Other speakers we 
ter Thompson v.p. ( 
son, Capitol Record 
Rowland and Young 
veep Walter Bunker 
eon, which was stag, was taped and 
also videotaped, with a kinescope 
to be presented to Hellman. He 
also received several gifts, among 
them a Polaroid camera and some 
gag gifts like “ithe tools of his 
trade"’—a shovel and broom, and a 
dictiona -y—"‘please use it,” he was 
told 

Midway during the luncheon, he 
was crowned and robed as “Queen 


re ex-J. Wal- 
‘ornwall Jack- 
publicist Vic 
& Rubicam 
Entire lunch- 


For a Day Derby topper Bob 
Cobb, who was also present, ar- 
ranged things so that everyone 


present had to exit in single file, 


enabling them to _ congratulate 
Hellman personally 
Before the breakup, Hellman 


thanked everyone for “making a 
little guy feel like a giant.” 


MARRIAGES 


Marie McDonald to Lou Bass, 
Las Vegas, May 23. She's an 
actress; he's a theatrical agent. 

Theana Mavroudis to Theodore 
Evangelides, New York, May 24. 
Bride is secretarial aide to Jay 
Eliasberg, CBS-TV director of re- 
search. 

Marina da Gabarain to 
cario Villa, London, May 21 
is a singer. 

Katharyn Leitzell to R. Thomas 
Decker, Evanston, Ill, May 16. 
Bride is daughter of Ted Leitzell, 
pr. chief of Zenith Radio Corp 

Chloe F.'x to M. B. Zerwick, New 
York, May 24. Bride is daughter 
of Chicago film distributor Max 
Roth; he’s a N.Y. publicist 

Tempest Storm te Herb Jeffries 








Gian- 
Bride 


San Francisco, May 21. Bride's a 
stripper: he’s a singer 

Madeline Morgan to George 
Levall, New York, May 14. She's 
an actress-model; he’s a _ nitery 
comic. 


BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fredericks, 
daughter, Hollywood, May 18. 
Father's an actor 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Prichard, 
daughter, Daytona Beach, Fla 
May 15. Father is disk jockey on 
staff of WNDB in that cits 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Graham, 
May 3. Mother 
is actress Carolyn Craig 


Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Forbes, 
daughter, London, May 21. Fath- 
er’s an actor-writer; mother’s an 
actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Patton, 
son, Houston, May 10. Father is 
commercial manager of KNUZ in 
that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry O’Brien, 
son, San Antonio, recently. Father 
is an orch leader in that city; 
mother is a booker of talent there 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Greenhall3 


son, New York, May 
daughter of Mel 


18. Mother is 
Heymann, office 


manager of Metro's homeoffice 
pub-ad department. 
Mr. and Mr. Don Redell, daugh- 


ter, New York, May 24. Father is 
a salesman for TelePrompter Corp. 

Mr. and Mrs Willy Stein, 
daughter, New York, May 23. 
Father is associate producer of the 
“To Tell The Truth” tv show 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Ilson, son, 
New York, May 25. Father is a 
publicist with Rogers and Cowan. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bunker Jenkins, 
son, New York, May 22. Father is 
the off-Broadway 


so! production, “Mark Twain Tonight.” 








80 VARIETY Wednesday, May 27, 1959 
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We extend our thanks... 





to the Flamingo Hotel in Las Vegas 
and its owner, Mr. Parvin, for the 
eleven week engagement. . 


this was the start of the whole thing! 











